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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Heart
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Structural Theme - We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ 
as We Walk in the Wisdom of God (Mind)
To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;

Proverbs 1:2
Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

Proverbs 1:20
Imperative Theme - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: 

but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 1:7
And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; 

and to depart from evil is understanding.

Job 28:28
By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: 

and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

Proverbs 16:6
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF PROVERBS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Proverbs - The Lord once spoke to me and said that faith in Him brings the blessings of God, but it takes wisdom to manage those blessings. This means that it does us no good to receive good things from God if we are not mature enough to manage those blessings; and when we lack the wisdom to manage those blessings, we will soon lose them. The book of Proverbs is a book that gives us daily wisdom to live by, so that our lives will be pleasing to God and become a blessing to those around us.

As we journey through this life, we will have times of ecstasy when we are caught up in worship and we will have times of trials when we cry out to God for deliverance. The Psalm of David show us how to worship the Lord during such times. However, most of our days are given to simple routines and decisions that determine our future well-being. We must then look to the book of Proverbs for a pattern of how to worship the Lord during such uneventful day-to-day lifestyles. 

The Proverbs of Solomon are like golden nuggets for our daily lives. How often we have read these chapters looking for insights to improve our social behavior. We have read a proverb or two a day, even a chapter per day, in an effort to become better Christians. We have chuckled at times when we read about the fool, recalling the time we saw this person at work or in town, or we groan inside when we remember how we behaved in such an undignified manner. We have prayed for God's grace to mold us and shape us like the wise man in the book of Proverb, but how many of us have really dug into this three thousand-year-old treasure chest and examined these treasures piece by piece; perhaps because it would take a lot of time and much discipline?

Let us take some time to examine this book and allow it to change our lives forever. First, we will put on an academic hat and lay a framework for wisdom literature. We will look at the theme and structure of this great book. Once we find our bearings within its pages, we will be ready to put on our spiritual hat and dig into these proverbs. As we examine them piece by piece, we will begin to see how divinely God has orchestrated these sayings, as well as divinely ordering our live, which we now see as a journey upon which we have embarked in order to find a place of peace and rest in the Lord. So come, let us go on a journey called "The Path of Wisdom"!

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Proverbs will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Proverbs will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Solomon was the primary author of the book of Proverbs , writing during his reign as king over Israel.

I. The Title
The superscription for the book of Proverbs is found in its opening verse. In fact, all three of Solomon's works have opening verses as titles with his name included in it. 

Proverbs 1:1, "The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;"

Ecclesiastes 1:1, "The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem."

Song of Solomon 1:1, "The Song of Solomon , which is Solomon"s."

Numerous other Old Testament books have similar superscriptions. These titles were either placed there by the author himself or edited later by someone like Samuel the prophet, or Hezekiah the king, or Ezra the scribe, when these books were compiled and organized into the Old Testament Scriptures. Note how most of these books begin with the phrases "the word of," "the burden of," or "the vision of."

Deuteronomy 1:1, "These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Dizahab."

Nehemiah 1:1, "The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah."

Isaiah 1:1, "The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah."

Jeremiah 1:1, "The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:"

Hosea 1:1, "The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea , the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel."

Joel 1:1, "The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel."

Amos 1:1, "The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake."

Obadiah 1:1, "The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle."

Micah 1:1, "The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem."

Nahum 1:1, "The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite."

Habakkuk 1:1, "The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see."

Zephaniah 1:1, "The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah."

Malachi 1:1, "The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi."

Some of the writers of the New Testament also followed this Hebrew pattern.

Matthew 1:1, "The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham."

Mark 1:1, "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;"

Revelation 1:1, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:"

Throughout the centuries, both Jews and Christians have tended to title these books by shortening its superscription. This has resulted in a number of titles for the book of Proverbs. 

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "Millah" - The early church historian Eusebius cites Origen, who tells us that the ancient Jews assigned the name "Me-loth," or "Millah" ( מִלָּה) (H 4405) to the book of Proverbs , which means, "a words, a speech" (Gesenius), "a word, a discourse, a topic" (Strong). 3] This word is not found in the opening verse of the book and only occurs once within its Hebrew text ( Proverbs 23:9). KD says the use of this ancient Jewish title is confirmed by the fact that both the Hebrew Talmud and the Midrash also use the word "Millah," or "Me-loth," as their title for the book of Proverbs. 4] Thus, the Jews would have read the opening verse of Proverbs as "the words of Song of Solomon ," just the way many of the other Old Testament books listed above are opened.

3] Eusebius writes, "…the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Me-loth; Ecclesiastes , Koelth; the Song of Songs (not, as some suppose, Songs of Songs), Sir Hassirim…" Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

4] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, Proverbs , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), "Introduction."

B. The Hebrew Title "Mashal" - The first word that occurs in the Hebrew text of the book of Proverbs is "mashal" ( מָשָׁל) (H 4912), meaning, "similitude, parable" (Gesenius), "byword, like, parable, proverb" (Strong). This Hebrew word is derived from the word root ( מָשַׁל) (H 4910), which means, "to make like, to rule" (Gesenius). The Masoretic title is ( שלמה משלי) "Proverbs of Song of Solomon ," and it can be abbreviated to ( משל). 5] Thus, the title ( משלי) can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 6]

5] Crawford H. Toy, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Proverbs, in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scriber's Sons, 1899), v.

6] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

C. The Modern English Title "Proverbs" - Today's English bibles use the title " Proverbs ," which is derived from two Latin words, " Proverbs ," meaning "instead of," and "verba," meaning "words"; thus, it means that a proverb is a short statement given in the place of a lengthy statement. The English title "Proverbs" finds it origin in the Greek title " παροιμίαι" found in the LXX, which means, "a parable, proverb" (Strong). Philo (20 B.C - A.D 50) also called the book by its Greek name παροιμίαι. 7] This Greek title παροιμίαι was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 8] The Latin Vulgate (A.D 400) uses the title "Liber Proverbiorum, quem Hebræi Misle appellant," translated as "the Book of Proverbs , which the Hebrews call Misle." 9] Today's English bibles follow the Vulgate by using the title "Proverbs."

7] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; Herbert E. Ryle, Philo and Holy Scripture (London: Macmillan and Company, 1895), xxviii.

8] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614 trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

9] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatae, edition ocata, ed. Aoisius Claudius Fillion (Paris: Librairie Letouzey et Ane, 1887), 661; see W. J. Deane, S. T. Taylor-Taswell, Walter F. Adeney, T. Whitelaw, R. A. Redford, and B. C. Caffin, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in The Pulpit Commentary, vol 9, ed. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction to Proverbs."

D. Other Titles: The Book of Wisdom - The early Church fathers called the book of Proverbs by a variety of titles that included the word "wisdom" (σοφία). Clement of Rome (c 96) calls the book "All-Virtuous Wisdom" when he quotes from Proverbs 1:23-31 in his first epistle to the Corinthians. 10] Justin Martyr (100-165 A.D.) calls it "The Book of Wisdom." 11] Eusebius (260-340 A.D) confirms this title by saying that the early church called the book of Proverbs by the titles "the Book of Proverbs" and "All-virtuous Wisdom." 12] Eusebius quotes Melito of Sardis (d. c 190) , who mentions both titles: "the Proverbs of Solomon" and "Wisdom" (σοφία). 13] We see additional titles used during this period. The Constitutions of the Apostles called it the "Book of Wisdom." 14] Dionysius of Alexandria (d. c. A.D 264) called it "The Wise Book" 15] and Gregory Nazianzen (A.D 329 to 389) called it "Instructive Wisdom." 16] Otto Zöckler believes that this title was used in Old Testament times since it occurs in the Talmud and by some of the earliest Church fathers. 17] However, the early Church writers often used the title "the Book of Wisdom" to refer to the books of the Old Testament apocryphal literature, such as Ben-Sira (Ecclesiasticus) and Wisdom of Solomon. 18]

10] Clement writes, "For it is better for you that ye should occupy a humble but honourable place in the flock of Christ, than that, being highly exalted, ye should be cast out from the hope of His people. For thus speaketh all-virtuous Wisdom: ‘Behold, I will bring forth to you the words of My Spirit, and I will teach you My speech...' (First Epistle to the Corinthians )

11] Justin Martyr writes, "And it is written in the book of Wisdom: ‘If I should tell you daily events, I would be mindful to enumerate them from the beginning. The Lord created me the beginning of His ways for His works. From everlasting He established me in the beginning, before He formed the earth, and before He made the depths, and before the springs of waters came forth, before the mountains were settled; He begets me before all the hills." (Dialogue of Justin 129)

12] Eusebius writes, "And not only Hebrews , but also Irenaeus and the whole company of the ancients, called the Proverbs of Solomon All-virtuous Wisdom." (Ecclesiastical History 4228)

13] See Ecclesiastical History 426.

14] The Constitutions of the Apostles reads, "For, says Hebrews , ‘Woe to him by whom My name is blasphemed among the Gentiles;'﻿ and lest, if thy husband be a Christian, he be forced, from his knowledge of the Scriptures, to say that which is written in the book of Wisdom: ‘It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman.'" (Constitutions of the Holy Apostles 110), and again, "For let us learn what the sacred word says in the book of Wisdom: "My Song of Solomon , keep my words, and hide my commandments with thee. Say unto Wisdom of Solomon , Thou art my sister; and make understanding familiar with thee: that she may keep thee from the strange and wicked woman, in case such a one accost thee with sweet words…" (Constitutions of the Holy Apostles 17) 

15] Dionysius of Alexandria, Catena in Jobum Cap 28. See Dionysius of Alexandria, Exercpta Quaedan ex Niceta Catena Patrum in Jobum, in Reliquiae Sacrae, vol 4, ed. Martinus Josephus Routh (Oxonius: 1846), 439-447; Moses Stuart, Critical History and Defence of the Old Testament Canon, ed. Peter Lorimer (London: William Tegg and Co, 1849), 226.

16] Gregory Nazianzen writes, "The divine Song of Solomon , in his instructive Wisdom of Solomon , I mean his Proverbs , praises the woman who looks to her household and loves her husband." (Oration VIII: Funeral Oration on His Sister Gorgonia 9).

17] Otto Zckler cites Tosephoth to Baba Bathra f 14b. See Otto Zckler, The Proverbs of Song of Solomon , ed. and trans. Charles A. Aiken, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Scribner, Armstrong and Co, 1875), 23.

18] Crawford H. Toy, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Proverbs (New York: Charles Scriber's Sons, 1899), v. For example, Methodius writes, "And in the Book of Wisdom of Solomon , a book full of all virtue, the Holy Spirit, now openly drawing His hearers to continence and chastity, sings on this wise, "Better it is to have no children, and to have virtue, for the memorial thereof is immortal; because it is known with God and with men. When it is present men take example at it; and when it is gone they desire it: it weareth a crown and triumpheth for ever, having gotten the victory, striving for undefiled rewards." (The Banquet of Ten Virgins: Discourse I.—Marcella 3) (see Wisdom of Solomon 41-2), and Methodius writes, "And those artificers who, to the destruction of men, make images in human form, not perceiving and knowing their own Maker, are blamed by the Word, which says, in the Book of Wisdom of Solomon , a book full of all virtue,﻿14 "his heart is ashes, his hope is more vile than earth, and his life of less value than clay; forasmuch as he knew not his Maker, and Him that inspired into him an active soul, and breathed in a living spirit;"﻿ (The Banquet of Ten Virgins: Discourse II.—Theophila.7) (see Wisdom of Solomon 1510-11) See Methodius, Fathers of the Third Century, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 6, eds. Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe (Buffalo, New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1886), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

II. Historical Background
In the historical background, we will look at (A) the widespread use of wisdom literature in the ancient world, and (B) wisdom literature as a form of divine guidance for the Jews under the Old Covenant. 

A. The Widespread Use of Wisdom Literature in the Ancient World- The book of Proverbs is one of several books found in the Old Testament that is classified as "Wisdom Literature." Also included in this list are the books of Job and Ecclesiastes , with certain psalms (notably Psalm 19; Psalm 37; Psalm 104; Psalm 107; Psalm 147; Psalm 148) as well as some non-canonical Apocryphal literature, such as Ecclesiasticus and the Wisdom of Solomon. 

Conservative scholars believe the proverbs of Solomon were initially written during the reign of King Solomon (1015 to 975 B.C.). This was a "golden age" in Israel's history when it enjoyed the wealth and the dominion of its surrounding nations. Therefore, it was a time of peace for the children of Israel. It is during these periods in a nation's history that the arts and literature flourishes, of which we are familiar with the Golden Age of Greece. This is certainly the case with the nation of Israel during the reign of King Solomon. This king wrote prolifically during his reign and, since proverbial literature was popular in the ancient East and Orient, the book of Proverbs is a product of Israel's "golden age." 

However, this type of wisdom literature was not limited to the ancient Hebrews during this period in ancient history. Although we are most familiar with the wisdom literature of the Holy Scriptures, ancient history has been full of wisdom literature. Roland E. Murphy refers to recent studies in ancient Sumerian and Babylonian Proverbs , the Aramaic Proverbs of Ahiqar, and Egyptian wisdom literature. 19] In the literature of Mesopotamia, Instruction of Shuruppak and The Counsels of Wisdom (c 1500-1200 B.C.), and the Words of Ahiqar (704-681 B.C.) are collections of sayings that deal with moral conduct. 20] Therefore, it is likely that the book of Proverbs was influenced to some extent by the wisdom literature that existed in the time of Song of Solomon , as alluded to in the Scriptures ( 1 Kings 4:30, Acts 7:22).

19] Roland E. Murphy, Proverb, in Word Biblical Commentary, vol 22 (Dallas, Texas: Word, Incorporated, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Excursus on International Wisdom."

20] Bruce K. Waltke, "The Book of Proverbs and Ancient Wisdom Literature," Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 136 (July 1979): 222-239, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

Acts 7:22, "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds."

It appears that the largest body of ancient wisdom literature outside the Scriptures comes from Egypt. From the ancient Egyptian period of the Old Kingdom (2686-2160 B.C.), we find wisdom literature in The Instruction of Prince Hardjefed, The Instruction of Kagemni, and The Instruction of Ptahhotep (2450 B.C.). Later, we find The Instruction Addressed to King Merikare (2160-2040 B.C.), where a king gives advice to his son. In the Middle Kingdom, there have been found seven pieces of wisdom literature. In the New Kingdom period (1580-1100 B.C.), The Instruction of Any (c 1100 B.C.) records the wisdom of a father instructing his son about personal conduct, and The Instruction of Amenemope is found to be similar to the book of Proverbs in its structure and in some of its proverbs. Finally, The Instruction of Ankhsheshonq (c 400-300 B.C.) is a piece of Egyptian literature that forms a large collection of about five hundred sayings that deal with the practical and religious concerns of the community. 21] 

21] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature A Book of Readings, 3vols. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1908), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

Perhaps the most famous piece of ancient wisdom literature mentioned above is The Instruction of Amenemope, an Egyptian document written about 1200 to 1300 B.C. This writing is arranged into thirty sayings and compares to a similar arrangement found in Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22. This ancient writing also contains proverbs that are similar to those found in the book of Proverbs. 22]

22] Miriam Lichtheim, The Instruction of Amenemope, in Ancient Egyptian Literature: Volume II: The New Kingdom (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973- 80]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

However, amidst the backdrop of ancient wisdom literature, the book of Proverbs stands alone in its requirement of a personal faith in YHWH alone. To the Jews, wisdom could not be attained outside a life of fear and submission to the Lord. Although other ancient wisdom literature exists, it is obvious that the Proverbs of Solomon excels them all. While others require someone to comply with wise instruction, these divine proverbs require a personal faith in a living God. They give a moral standard of living that excelled that required by other nations. They cover every area of life, remaining as valid today as they did three thousand years ago. 

B. Wisdom Literature as a Form of Divine Guidance under the Old Mosaic Covenant- Another important point about wisdom literature is worth mentioning. Under the Old Covenant, mankind did not have the Holy Spirit living inside him as we do under the New Covenant. Today, we can have the Holy Spirit speak to our hearts and give us specific instructions. However, the children of Israel had to rely upon a different means of finding God's specific instructions for their lives. They were first given the Mosaic Law as a way of giving them boundaries within which to walk. While they were treating their neighbours properly, how did they know what God was leading them to do on a particular day? We do know that God often used the ministry of the prophet, priest and king to give His people specific instructions, but this usually took place during dramatic events in the life of the Israelites. Therefore, on a day-to-day basis, the people would look to the wise men of their city and seek their wisdom and counsel as to what to do about particular situations they were facing. Thus, wisdom literature became symbolic of how God leads a person each day much as we rely upon the Holy Spirit to lead us today. Thus, wisdom is personified as a person throughout the book of Proverbs as a way of prophesying that one day God will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh to become our Comforter and our Guide.

III. Authorship
The book of Proverbs gives clear evidence of multiple authorship, as does the book of Psalm. This is because both of these Old Testament books are collections of writings. Solomon is believed to have written a tribute to wisdom ( Proverbs 1:1 thru Proverbs 9:18), his first collections of sayings ( Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 22:16) and his second collection of sayings, which would have been inserted during the time of King Hezekiah ( Proverbs 25:1 thru Proverbs 29:27). It is suggested that Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34 consists of proverbs that have Solomon collected from additional wisdom literature. Finally, Proverbs 30:1-33 is introduced by Agur, son of Jakeh and Proverbs 31:1-31 is introduced by King Lemuel.

A. Song of Solomon - The book of Proverbs is credited to King Song of Solomon , although it has multiple authors. This is because he was the primary contributor to this collection of wisdom literature and perhaps because his name became associated with the wisdom literature in Israel. We see similar credits given to modern works of literature in the form of bible commentaries. For example, although the commentary series by Matthew Henry, 23] Albert Barnes, 24] Heinrich August Wilhelm Meyer, 25] and others, are credited to these well-known individuals, these lengthy works were actually completed by other authors, since these men left incomplete works at their death or did not intend on doing a complete work.

23] Matthew Henry, Complete Commentary on the Whole Bible, 9 vols. (London: James Nisbet and Co.); Spurgeon provides a list of bishops who contributed to Matthew Henry's commentary. See Charles. H. Spurgeon, Commenting and Commentaries (London: Passmore and Alabaster, 1876), 3.

24] Albert Barnes, Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000).

25] H. A. W. Meyer, Kritisch Exegetisches Kommentar uber das Neue Testament (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht's Verlag), and Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (London: T. & T. Clarke).

1. Internal Evidence- There is much convincing evidence within the Scriptures themselves to Solomon's authorship.

a) Solomon's Authorship Stated Within the Book of Proverbs - As internal evidence of King Solomon"s authorship, he is mentioned three times within these passages as an author of this book ( Proverbs 1:1; Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 25:1).

Proverbs 1:1, "The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;"

Proverbs 10:1, "The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother."

Proverbs 25:1, "These are also proverbs of Song of Solomon , which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out."

b) The Book of Kings Confirms Solomon's Great Wisdom of Solomon - The story of his life in the book of Kings confirms his great wisdom ( 1 Kings 3:11; 1 Kings 4:30-33).

1 Kings 3:11, "And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee."

1 Kings 4:30-33, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about. And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes."

These proverbs were written during a time of peace in the nation of Israel. The name Solomon ( שְׁלֹמֹה) (H 8010) means "peace" (Strong) It is during these eras of peace that a nation abounds in the areas of music, writing, and other arts. This period in the history of a nation produces arts that greatly bless succeeding generations, which is the case with the writings found in this book.

According to the Scriptures, no other person received as much wisdom from God as did Solomon. Yet, in all of his Wisdom of Solomon , he did not live a perfect life. This is because without the fear of the Lord wisdom is not chosen. Like Paul the apostle, Solomon was implanted with more divine revelation than he was able to walk in as a child of God. Neither walked in the fullness of their revelation. Only Jesus Christ walked in the fullness of the wisdom and revelation that God imparted unto Him. All other men have come short of God's glorious ways. 

c) Evidence in Other Solomonic Literature- Additional evidence for Solomonic authorship and his desire to compile wise proverbs can be found in the book of Ecclesiastes. In this Old Testament book, Solomon declares his quest for wisdom ( Ecclesiastes 1:13; Ecclesiastes 1:16-18; Ecclesiastes 12:9).

Ecclesiastes 1:13, "And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith."

Ecclesiastes 1:16-18, "I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow."

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

These verses show Solomon was a man who sought after wisdom. Therefore, to say that Solomon gathered proverbs from other sources is supported by these two verses in Ecclesiastes. It is most likely that King Solomon not only spoke many Proverbs , but also added to his collection a number of proverbs from wise men. This is because wisdom is universal.

There are similar phrases used in the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. In Ecclesiastes 1:17, the author contrasts the wise man with the fool, as does the book of Proverbs.

Ecclesiastes 1:17, "And I gave my heart to know Wisdom of Solomon , and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit."

Thus, the fact that King Solomon is believed to have authored the books of Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon is evidence to his ability to also author the book of Proverbs.

When we think of King Song of Solomon , we think of three major aspects of his life:

1. His Wisdom of Solomon - Thus, the book of Proverbs.

2. His wealth- Thus, the book of Ecclesiastes.

3. His wives- Thus, the Song of Solomon.

These three Old Testament books that credit their authorship to Solomon reveal the three major quests of Solomon"s life. His passion for Wisdom of Solomon , for wealth and for wives taught him the great truths that are recorded in these three books.

2. External Evidence- External evidence outside of the Holy Scriptures for Solomon"s authorship is found in the Apocrypha. The ancient writing of Ecclesiasticus (Wisdom of Solomon) is dated around 180 B.C. It says that Solomon was a great writer of wisdom literature.

Sirach 47:13-17, "Solomon reigned in a peaceable time, and was honoured; for God made all quiet round about him, that he might build an house in his name, and prepare his sanctuary for ever. How wise wast thou in thy youth and, as a flood, filled with understanding! Thy soul covered the whole earth, and thou filledst it with dark parables. Thy name went far unto the islands; and for thy peace thou wast beloved. The countries marvelled at thee for thy Song of Solomon , and Proverbs , and parables, and interpretations."

The Babylonian Talmud says that Hezekiah wrote the books of Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 26]

26] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

B. Words of the Wise- In addition to the king's own words, either Solomon or later Jews are believed to have compiled two collections called "The Sayings of the Wise", found in Proverbs 22:17 thru Proverbs 24:22 and in Proverbs 24:23-34. Many scholars suggest that the phrase "words of the wise" found in the book of Proverbs refers to material that Solomon gathered from additional wisdom literature. 

Proverbs 22:17, "Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge."

Proverbs 24:23, "These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to have respect of persons in judgment."

This suggestion is strengthened by the fact that some of the proverbs in this passage are similar to an Egyptian writing entitled The Instruction of Amenemope, written about 1200 to 1300 B.C. 27] The fact that King Solomon sought out other sources of wisdom literature is confirmed in Ecclesiastes 12:9-10 :

27] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature A Book of Readings, 3vols. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1908), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

Ecclesiastes 12:9-10, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth."

Therefore, it is possible that an additional author can be credited to this passage. For this reason, Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 have been called the First Collection of the Sayings of the Wise and Proverbs 24:23-34 to have been called the Second Collection. Scholars suggest that these additional proverbs were gleaned from the wisdom literature of Egypt and from the East, or from within his own kingdom ( 1 Kings 4:30, Acts 7:22). 

1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

Acts 7:22, "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds."

It is also of interest to note that the same phrase, "the words of the wise," is found in the book of Ecclesiastes within the context of King Solomon"s quest for wisdom ( Ecclesiastes 12:11).

Ecclesiastes 12:11, "The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd."

C. Agur and King Lemuel- The proverbs of Agur and King Lemuel are attached as the last two chapters of the book of Proverbs (30-31). The fact that these two writings are attached at the end of the book suggests that they were written at a later date, or because they stood inferior to Solomon's writings.

Proverbs 30:1, "The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,"

Proverbs 31:1, "The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him."

D. Conclusion- In conclusion, internal and external evidence reveals that the book of Proverbs was written by at least three authors. In addition, "the sayings of the wise" allude to others, perhaps non-Jews, who contributed to the collection of proverbs found within this great piece of wisdom literature.

Regarding its canonicity, the New Testament writers quote from the book of Proverbs six times, which supports their belief in its divine authorship.

Romans 12:20, "Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head." (see Proverbs 25:21-22)

Hebrews 12:5-6, "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My Song of Solomon , despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." (see Proverbs 3:11-12)

James 4:6, "But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." (see Proverbs 3:34)

1 Peter 4:18, "And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" (see Proverbs 11:31)

1 Peter 5:5, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble." (see Proverbs 3:34)

2 Peter 2:22, "But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." (see Proverbs 26:11)

Of the church fathers, Hippolytus (ANF, v 5) (fragments), Origen (PG v 13) (fragments), Eusebius (PG v 24) (fragments), Didymus the Blind (PG v 39) (portions of verse by verse), Basil (PG v 31) (portions of verse by verse), John Chrysostom (portions of verse by verse), 28] Cyril of Alexandria (PG v 69) (fragment), and Bede (PL v 91) (extensive) wrote commentaries on the book of Proverbs , 29] supporting its important role in the early Church. The early church canons always included it within the list of sacred literature. The book of Proverbs has always been considered of divine inspiration and one of the sacred books in the canon of the Jews as well as Christians. 

28] Robert C. Hill, St. John Chrysostom: Commentary on the Sages, vol 2 - Commentary on Proverbs and Commentary on Ecclesiastes (Brookline, MA: Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 2007).

29] John R. Wright and Thomas C. Oden, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , ed. J. Robert Wright, in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament, vol. IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2005), xix.

IV. Date
The date of writing of the book of Proverbs can be determined by several factors, the most important being the fact that it was compiled over a period of approximately two hundred fifty (250) years by several authors. A second factor is the observation that its literary style fits a particular period in ancient history. A third factor is that its time of writing can be placed within the period of the "golden age" of Israel, a historical setting that was conducive to the arts and literature.

A. Evidence of Compilation- Proverbs shows clear internal evidence that it was put together, or compiled, over a period of approximately two hundred fifty (250) years. There is evidence of multiple authorship, beginning with King Song of Solomon , of editing by King Hezekiah, of duplications of verses within the book of Proverbs , and of similarity to Egyptian wisdom literature.

1. Multiple Authorship- The first evidence of compilation is the fact that the book of Proverbs declares itself to be written by at least three authors, King Song of Solomon , Agur, and King Lemuel.

Proverbs 1:1, "The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;"

Proverbs 30:1, "The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,"

Proverbs 31:1, "The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him."

King Solomon reigned about forty years, from 970 B.C. until 930 B.C. He probably compiled these proverbs during the length of his reign. The historical dates of Agur and King Lemuel are unknown. The fact that the writings of these two men were added last indicates that they wrote in a later period, or perhaps that they were of a lower status than King Solomon.

2. Editing by Hezekiah- Because more than one author wrote the book of Proverbs , the dates of writing probably spanned over many years. We do not have an indication of the date of its final compiling, except to guess that King Hezekiah completed the gathering of collections in his time, around 720 B.C, almost 250 years later ( Proverbs 25:1).

Proverbs 25:1, "These are also proverbs of Song of Solomon , which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out."

3. Duplicate Verses Within Book of Proverbs - A third confirmation of compilation is the fact that a number of verses in the first section of Proverbs are duplicated in the section copied out by Hezekiah. This indicates several authors deriving their material from the same sources. Note:

a) Example: In Solomon"s first collection of sayings, we have:

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished." 

In the collections of Solomon that Hezekiah copied, we see the same proverb:

Proverbs 27:12, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished."

b) Example: In Solomon"s first collection of sayings, we have:

Proverbs 20:16, "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a pledge of him for a strange woman."

In the collections of Solomon that Hezekiah copied, we see the same proverb:

Proverbs 27:13, "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman."

c) Example: In Solomon"s first collection of sayings, we have:

Proverbs 19:13, "A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping."

In the collections of Solomon that Hezekiah copied, we see similar proverb:

Proverbs 27:15, "A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike."

d) Example: In Solomon"s first collection of sayings, we have:

Proverbs 18:8, "The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

In the collections of Solomon that Hezekiah copied, we see similar proverb:

Proverbs 26:22, "The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

One exception to this pattern of duplicated verses is seen in the following two verses:

Proverbs 14:12, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death."

Proverbs 16:25, "There is a way that seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death."

This issue of duplication suggests that the book of Proverbs is a compilation of several writings, or books, by several authors over several generations. One possible reason that verses are duplicated is that when ancient Jewish scholars were compiling these groups of writings, they did not want to drop any of the proverbs and risk altering the original text, as they considered each and every passage Sacred Scripture.

4. Solomonic Verses are Similar to Egyptian Wisdom Literature- A fourth evidence of compilation that is found is external, and only speculative, but worthy of consideration. Proverbs 22:17 thru Proverbs 24:22 appear to be a separate section of collections. Since many scholars translate Proverbs 22:20 to read "thirty sayings" instead of "excellent things," it is easy to find thirty individual proverbs in this section of literature. An Egyptian writing entitled The Instruction of Amenemope, written about 1200 to 1300 B.C. is also made up of thirty chapters. 30] This ancient writing has a few proverbs that are similar to the proverbs in this passage of Scripture. It was possible that Solomon was exposed to other ancient literature, and actually read this ancient piece of wisdom literature and was influenced by it. In fact, we do have Scriptural confirmation that Solomon knew about wisdom literature in other cultures ( 1 Kings 4:30).

30] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature A Book of Readings, 3vols. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1908), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

We have Scriptural evidence that he sought out such wisdom ( Ecclesiastes 12:9-10). 

Ecclesiastes 12:9-10, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth."

The fact that Solomon recorded wisdom from other cultures, however, does not take away from the inspiration of these Holy Scriptures, because divine wisdom is universal, and was not limited to the nation of Israel. It was found in many other people besides the Israelites. The book of Job is an example of this, as well as the non-Hebrew writers of chapters 30,31of the book of Proverbs. 

These collections of wisdom literature were eventually put together into the book of Proverbs , as we know it today. 

B. Literary Style- In addition to the evidence of compilation over a number of years, the fact that the literary style of Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 is similar to or influenced by the Instruction of Amenemope, which is dated in the New Kingdom period (1580-1100 B.C.), 31] leads some scholars to date this book during the time of King Solomon.

31] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature A Book of Readings, 3vols. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1908), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

C. Historical Setting- The dating of Proverbs within the reign of King Solomon is very likely because it took place during the "golden age" of Israel, which was a period in Israel's history when there was peace and prosperity that created an environment conducive to development of the arts and literature.

V. Recipients
Universal Application - The three books that Solomon wrote, the book of Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon , are designed for all people everywhere, both Jews and Gentiles, so that they have a universal application. There are three primary recipients identified in God's Word: the Jews, the Gentiles and the Church ( 1 Corinthians 10:32). (1) The Jews- The Old Testament placed emphasis upon the Jews as the nation of Israel. (2) The Gentiles- The book of Daniel stands alone in the Old Testament in much the same way that the book of Revelation is unique to the New Testament. Both are apocalyptic in nature, using symbolic figures to prophesy of future events. Daniel takes us through the Times of the Gentiles when God divinely works in this group of people to carry out His divine plan of election and redemption. (3) The Church- The New Testament reveals God's plan of redemption as He works through the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Under the new covenant, God created a third group of people. He took the Jews and the Gentiles and made one new man in Christ called the Church. This was the mystery that was kept hidden under the old covenant and revealed only in the New Testament. The writings of Solomon stand unique in the Holy Scriptures in that all three people-groups serve as primary recipients. This is because King Solomon was a type and figure of Jesus Christ, who will reign as King of Kings over all the earth, beginning in the Millennial reign.

1 Corinthians 10:32, "Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:"

King Solomon was a king of kings. That Isaiah , his realm of dominion included other Gentile nations. Thus, in no place in these three books is the nation of Israel mentioned, nor a mention of the Jewish laws, rituals, feasts, ceremonies, sacrifices, the Sabbath day, or the tithe. There are also no prophetic passages about the coming of the Messiah. Nor are there any references to angels or Satan. It is clearly a Jewish writing that is designed for universal application for all ages and cultures. This is why both Jews and Christians have found comfort a clear application to their lives in these three books.

In 2 Chronicles 6:32-33 King Solomon prayed for the Gentiles who would come to the Temple in Jerusalem to call upon the name of the God of Israel. Such Gentiles would have heard and seen the great works of God and would come to receive His salvation and deliverance in their own lives. This shows that the Temple was to serve as a testimony to the nations of the earth that there was a God in heaven who could be approached. This prayer revealed that Solomon understood his office and ministry extended beyond the land of Israel and unto the nations. This would help explain why Solomon's writings of Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon are not designated for the Jews alone, but address all mankind.

2 Chronicles 6:32-33, "Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of thy people Israel, but is come from a far country for thy great name"s sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched out arm; if they come and pray in this house; Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that this house which I have built is called by thy name."

The introduction of Proverbs addresses the young, naive person, as well as the wise man. Both are recipients of this book. 

Proverbs 1:4-5, "To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:"

Of course, we know that the proverbs are for all people today who will receive and heed these words of wisdom. But in the setting of the King's Court, it is likely that Solomon originally wrote and compiled his proverbs as material to teach to his young students as a foundation in theological training as he equipped them for leadership in the surrounding regions of his kingdom. 

VI. Occasion
A careful study of the Scriptures reveals how the Lord revealed to King David that his son Solomon would be heir to the throne. As such, the king took his son aside and instilled within him a love for God and His Word. We see that God had previously spoken to King David about a son being born to him and that his name would be called "Solomon" ( 1 Chronicles 22:8-9). The birth and naming of Solomon took place in 2 Samuel 12:24-25. God also revealed to King David that Solomon was to succeed him on the throne ( 1 Chronicles 28:5-6). We also see evidence in Proverbs 4:3-4 that King David favored his son Solomon above his other sons. As he groomed Solomon for the kingship, his other sons appear to be raised without discipline and training. We read about the immorality in Amnon in raping his sister, about the murder and rebellion in Absalom, and insurrection and pride in Adonijah. Thus, we see how Solomon received correction in the smallest of areas, while his brothers remained without discipline in their sins. This was because King David gave Solomon special attention during his youth. As King David taught Solomon Wisdom of Solomon , he not only instilled within his son divine truths, but also the passion to seek God for divine Wisdom of Solomon , as Solomon must have seen his father seek the Lord passionately. Not only did Solomon inherit good behavior from these teachings, but he also inherited a yearning for wisdom. He would have sought the deepest meaning of the most noble of all the commandments, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind and strength." ( Deuteronomy 6:4-6) As king, Solomon's international exposure would have given him the opportunity to hear the wisdom of Egypt and of the East ( 1 Kings 4:30, Acts 7:22) and gather the collection of proverbs which we call "the words of the wise". Thus, Solomon"s upbringing would occasion the writing of the book of Proverbs. His role as king gave him the opportunity to explore the pursuits of pleasure, wealth and power, thus inspiring the book of Ecclesiastes. His relationships with his harem of wives would have occasioned him to explore the aspects of true love between a man and a woman, thus inspiring the Song of Solomon.

1 Chronicles 22:8-9, "But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

2 Samuel 12:24-25, "And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him. And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD."

1 Chronicles 28:5-6, "And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon thy Song of Solomon , he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my Song of Solomon , and I will be his father."

Proverbs 4:3, "For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live."

1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

Acts 7:22, "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds."

LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 32]

32] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the early kingdom of Israel, the authors of the book of Proverbs chose to write using the literary style of the ancient wisdom literature. Thus, the book of Proverbs is assigned to the literary genre called "wisdom literature." Also included in this list are the books of Job and Ecclesiastes , with certain psalms (notably Psalm 19; Psalm 37; Psalm 104; Psalm 107; Psalm 147; Psalm 148) as well as some non-canonical Apocrypha literature, such as Ecclesiasticus (Wisdom of Solomon). 

The book of Proverbs has a number of issues regarding its literary style that distinguish it from the other books of the Holy Scriptures: (A) it is quoted only five times in the New Testament, (B) it is written in Hebrew parallelism, (C) it has universal application for all men everywhere, and (D) its development of a biblical concept of God's divine nature.

A. The Use of Proverbs in the New Testament - There are five passages in the book of Proverbs that are used in the New Testament.

1. Proverbs 3:11-12, "My Song of Solomon , despise not the chastening of the LORD neither be weary of his correction: For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth."

Hebrews 12:5-6, "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My Song of Solomon , despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth."

2. Proverbs 3:34, "Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly." (LXX)

James 4:6, "But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble."

1 Peter 5:5, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble."

3. Proverbs 11:31, "Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner." (LXX)

1 Peter 4:18, "And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"

4. Proverbs 25:21-22, "If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee."

Romans 12:20, "Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head."

5. Proverbs 26:11, "As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly."

2 Peter 2:22, "But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire."

B. Hebrew Parallelisms - One of the most obvious characteristics of the uniqueness of the book of Proverbs is how it is made up of short, pithy, repetitive sayings containing divine wisdom. This construction of Hebrew parallelism, as it is called, balances two similar thoughts in a poetic manner so as to teach a hidden truth. Thus, statements are joined together in thought, using parallel, contrasting, or seceding ideas. The length of these proverbs can be grouped by size. When two sentences in a single verse balance a similar thought, it is called a distitch.

Proverbs 10:2, "Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death."

This is the most abundant type in the book of Proverbs , with Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16 using them almost without exception. Then there is the tristitch, which consists of three statements within a single verse balancing a thought.

Proverbs 28:10, "Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession."

We find in the words of the wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) a large number of proverbs in the form of a tetrastitch. It takes two verses to form a tetrastitch.

Proverbs 22:24-25, "Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go: Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul."

There are a few proverbs using five lines that we can call a pentastitch.

Proverbs 23:4-5, "Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven."

Still fewer are what can be called a hexastitch, which uses six lines.

Proverbs 24:11-12, "If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?"

Finally, we have at least one example of a proverb using seven lines, which we call a heptastitch.

Proverbs 23:6-8, "Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet words."

Some may call Proverbs 23:22-25 an octastitch using eight lines.

Proverbs 23:22-25, "Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old. Buy the truth, and sell it not; also Wisdom of Solomon , and instruction, and understanding. The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice."

Then there are the lengthy proverbial "odes," such as the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31:10-31, which forms an acrostic, and those lengthy sections found in the first nine chapters of the book.

Within these forms, or structures, that make up the book of Proverbs , we call also find several types of parallelisms. Antithetical proverbs use the second sentence to contrast the thought of the first. We see that Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 is made up almost entirely of this type of proverbs. 

Proverbs 10:3, "The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked."

A second type is the synonymous Proverbs , in which the second sentence repeats the first sentence in order to reinforce the thought.

Proverbs 11:25, "The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself."

A third common type of proverb can be called the progressive proverb, in which the second thought develops a conclusion from the first thought.

Proverbs 11:31, "Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner."

A fourth type is the parabolic Proverbs , which Jesus developed so well when He taught in parables. These proverbs are characterized by the first sentence stating a fact of nature, with the second thought drawing an ethical conclusion from it.

Proverbs 10:26, "As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him." 

A fifth type of proverb can be described as numerical proverbs. We find these used in the book of Amos , in the thirtieth chapter of Proverbs and one use in Proverbs 6:16-19. This type of proverb uses numbers to build up to a climax in order to reinforce a divine truth.

Proverbs 6:16-19, "These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

Scholars have found other types of Proverbs , but these examples give us a good idea of how the Hebrew thoughts parallel one another to create a hidden truth. 33]

33] Refer to "Introduction," in The Pulpit Commentary for an excellent discussion from which much of this material was gathered. See W. J. Deane, S. T. Taylor-Taswell, Walter F. Adeney, T. Whitelaw, R. A. Redford, and B. C. Caffin, "Introduction to Proverbs ," in Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , Song of Solomon. in The Pulpit Commentary, vol 9, eds. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001).

It is not uncommon to find loosely grouped proverbs sharing a common theme, such as the tongue, or divine providence, or material prosperity, or long life. 

This type of structure found in the book of Proverbs is conducive as an aid in memory. Henry Halley said, "The Oriental method of teaching was constant repetition of wise and practical thoughts in a form that would stick in the mind." Oriental education consisted of learning by heart the maxims of the wise. The teacher dictated the lesson while the students wrote it down on their slates using a stylus. When this lesson was memorized, the slate was wiped cleaned and made ready for another lesson. Unlike today, written material was expensive scarce in those times. Thus, students were made to memorize large amounts of material.

Although the Scripture testify to three thousand proverbs that were written by Song of Solomon , the book of Proverbs records only three hundred seventy-five (375) of these sayings between chapters Proverbs 10:1 and Proverbs 22:16. There are approximately eight hundred (800) proverbs that make up the entire book.

C. The Universal Application of Proverbs - The book of Proverbs is designed for all people everywhere, both Jews and Gentiles. Like the books of Job , Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon , in no place is the nation of Israel mentioned, nor a mention of the Jewish laws, rituals, feasts, ceremonies, sacrifices, the Sabbath day, or the tithe. There are also no prophetic passages about the coming of the Messiah. Nor are there any references to angels or Satan. It is clearly a Jewish writing that is designed for universal application for all ages and cultures.

D. The Concept of God in Proverbs - The book of Proverbs develops a biblical concept of God's divine nature. Note the names of God used within the book of Proverbs. 

1. The Lord "YHWH" ( יהוה):

Proverbs 3:7, "Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil."

2. His Maker: 

Proverbs 14:31, "He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor."

3. The great God that formed all things: 

Proverbs 26:10, "The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors."

4. My God ( אֱלֹהִים): 

Proverbs 30:9, "Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain."

The name of God that was personal to the nation of Israel was Jehovah, or YHWH. This was the name of the God of Israel and of no other heathen nation. The children of Israel knew Him as the only true God and the Creator of all things. It is this personal name Jehovah that is used throughout the book of Proverbs much more frequently than the more general name of Elohim. In addition, the character and nature of Jehovah God is very developed within the book of Proverbs , revealing that He was not distant to His people. We find an excellent list of verses compiled in the introduction to this book in the Pulpit Commentary show much about the character and nature of God.

1. He is holy Proverbs 30:3
2. He is incomprehensible in His ways Proverbs 30:4
3. He is a shield and protector to His people Proverbs 30:5
4. He is infinitely wise Proverbs 3:19, Proverbs 8:12-31
5. He is omniscient and omnipresent Proverbs 15:3
6. He created all things Proverbs 8:22-31
7. He governs all things by divine providence Proverbs 16:4
8. He chastens whom He loves Proverbs 3:11-12
9. He rewards the good and punishes evil Proverbs 12:2
10. He has compassion on the poor Proverbs 22:4, Proverbs 16:19, Proverbs 23:11
11. He created man with a free will Proverbs 1:24
12. He loves and delights in those who seek Him Proverbs 8:17; Proverbs 8:31
In addition, there are many verses that develop the concept of eternal life and judgment, where the dead are placed into either heaven or hell (Sheol). There is no doubt that one could expand upon this list. But the one given above reveals that author(s) of the book of Proverbs wrote under the inspiration and direction of Jehovah, the God of Israel.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 34]

34] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Proverbs , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Proverbs for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
Didactic - The primary purpose of wisdom literature is instructional, or didactic. King Solomon could have given us his deepest insights into the arts and natural sciences, as he was an intelligent man and exposed to the wisdom and knowledge of his time. Instead, he gave us the most valuable knowledge that a man can possess, which is the knowledge of understanding his ways before his Creator. He focused on the wisdom and knowledge that man needed in order to prosper in every aspect of his life: his personal family, social and religious duties. This book gives us instructions that are aimed at benefiting our spiritual, mental, physical and financial well-being.

The purpose of the book of Proverbs is clearly stated in its prologue ( Proverbs 1:1-6), which is to impart wisdom to its hearers. We could say in the New Testament that its purpose is to renew the mind. These proverbs are written so that the simple person will find the path of wisdom and so that the wise man will continue in this path of wisdom. This short passage in Proverbs 1:1-6 seems to give every synonym to describe the knowledge of the ways of God. It calls this experience a quest for Wisdom of Solomon , instruction, perception, understanding, justice, judgment, equity, discretion hearing, learning, and counsel. However, what Song of Solomon , the richest king on earth, is showing to us are the true treasures that are to be sought in this life. When we take our journey in life and pursue the riches of Wisdom of Solomon , then all other things will be added unto us. The prologue of Proverbs is the richest man on earth revealing to us the true treasures of life. Thus, as this list of virtues in Proverbs 1:2-6 also gives us a brief introduction to Wisdom of Solomon , these virtues become the treasures that one seeks after during the journey as one seeks the destination of eternal rest, seen in the final chapter of the book.

VIII. Thematic Scheme
Introduction- Each book of the Holy Scriptures contains a three-fold thematic scheme in order to fulfill its intended purpose, which is to transform each child of God into the image of Jesus Christ ( Romans 8:29). The primary, or foundational, theme of a book offers a central claim that undergirds everything written by the author. The secondary, or structural theme, of the book supports its primary theme by offering reasons and evidence for the central "claim" made by the author as it fully develops the first theme. Thus, the secondary theme is more easily recognized by biblical scholars than the other two themes because they provide the literary content of the book as they navigate the reader through the arguments embedded within the biblical text, thus revealing themselves more clearly. 35] The third theme is imperative in that it calls the reader to a response based upon the central claim and supporting evidence offered by the author. Each child of God has been predestined to be conformed into the image and likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Scriptures, and they alone, have the power to accomplish this task. This is why a child of God can read the Holy Scriptures with a pure heart and experience a daily transformation taking place in his life, although he may not fully understand what is taking place in his life. In addition, the reason some children of God often do not see these biblical themes is because they have not fully yielded their lives to Jesus Christ, allowing transformation to take place by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Without a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit, a child of God is not willing to allow Him to manage his life and move him down the road that God predestined as his spiritual journey. This journey requires every participant to take up his cross daily and follow Jesus, and not every believer is willing to do this. In fact, every child of God chooses how far down this road of sacrifice he is willing to go. Very few of men and women of God fulfill their divine destinies by completing this difficult journey. In summary, the first theme drives the second theme, which develops the first theme, and together they demand the third theme, which is the reader's response.

35] For an excellent discussion on the use of claims, reasons, and evidence in literature, see Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2003). 

The Three-fold Thematic Scheme of the Book of Proverbs - Although many scholars use Proverbs 1:7 to suggest that the theme of Proverbs is the "fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom of Solomon ," this is only the secondary theme of the book. There is a more important foundational theme that can be found by placing the book of Proverbs within the context of the Solomonic writings. Its primary theme is to teach us how to worship the Lord with all of our mind. We do this by following our inner conscience, which is guided by the fear of the Lord, which is a supporting theme in the book, and upon which the book finds it structure. A third theme can be seen in the fact that divine wisdom always points us to Christ. 

A. Primary Theme (Foundational) of the Book of Proverbs - Poetry: How to Worship the Lord with all our Heart- Introduction- The central theme of the Holy Bible is God's plan of redemption for mankind. This theme finds its central focus in the Cross, where our Lord and Saviour died to redeem mankind. The central figure of the Holy Scriptures is the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, the Cross is the place where man meets God and where we die to our selfish ambitions and yield our lives to the God who created all things. Therefore, the Holy Scriptures are not intended to be a precise record of ancient history. Rather, its intent is to provide a record of God's divine intervention in the history of mankind in order to redeem the world back to Himself through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary.

Every book of the Holy Bible makes a central claim that undergirds the arguments or message contained within its text. For example, the central claim of the Pentateuch is found in Deuteronomy 6:4, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD," to which all additional material is subordinate. The bulk of the material in the Old Testament is subordinate in that it serves as reasons and evidence to support this central claim. This material serves as the secondary theme, offering the literary structure of the book. In addition, the central claim calls for a response, which is stated in the following verse, "And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might." ( Deuteronomy 6:5) Such a response is considered the third, imperative theme that runs through every book of the Holy Scriptures.

This central claim is the primary, or foundational, theme and is often obscured by the weight of evidence that is used to drive the central message, which weight of evidence makes up the secondary theme; and thus, it contains more content than the primary theme. Therefore, the secondary themes of the books of the Holy Scripture are generally more recognizable than the primary theme. Nevertheless, the central claim, or truth, must be excavated down to the foundation and made clearly visible in order to understand the central theme driving the arguments contained within the book. Only then can proper exegesis and sermon delivery be executed. 

The Primary Theme of the Writings of Song of Solomon - The common underlying theme of the Hebrew poetry of the Scriptures is "How to Worship the Lord with all our Heart." Poetry is primarily written to express the mood of man's heart. When we read these books in the Old Testament, we are emotionally moved as we identify with the poet or psalmist. Although there are many poetic passages in the Scriptures, for the purposes of identifying thematic schemes, this division of the Old Testament includes Job ,, Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , and Lamentations , although scholars group this biblical genre differently. The first book of Hebrew poetry we encounter as we read through the Old Testament is the book of Job , which opens with an account of this man worshipping God at an altar of sacrifice ( Job 1:5). The Psalm of David show us how to worship the Lord during all seasons of life while the book of Job and Lamentations teaches us how to worship during the times of the greatest tragedies in life. As we journey through this life, we will have times of ecstasy when we are caught up in worship and we will have times of trials when we cry out to God for deliverance. However, most of our days are given to simple routines and decisions that determine our future well-being. We must then look to the book of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Songs for a pattern of how to worship the Lord with our hearts during such uneventful days.

The writings of Solomon provide three phases of man's spiritual journey in learning to love God with all his heart, while Job ,, Lamentations , and Psalm provide real life illustrations of people who have experienced these aspects of a devout life of faith in God. Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. Scholars have proposed themes for the writings of Solomon since the time of the early Church fathers. Origen (A.D 185-254) recognized a three-fold aspect to the books of Solomon by saying Proverbs focused on morals and ethics, Ecclesiastes focused on the natural aspect of man's existence, and the Song of Songs focused on the divine, spiritual realm of man. He says:

"First, let us examine why it Isaiah , since the churches of God acknowledge three books written by Song of Solomon , that of them the book of Proverbs is put first, the one called Ecclesiastes second, and the book of Song of Songs has third place….We can give them the terms moral, natural and contemplative…The moral discipline is defined as the one by which as honorable manner of life is equipped and habits conducive to virtue are prepared. The natural discipline is defined as the consideration of each individual thing, according to which nothing in life happens contrary to nature, but each individual thing is assigned those uses for which it has been brought forth by the Creator. The contemplative discipline is defined as that by which we transcend visible things and contemplate something of divine and heavenly things and gaze at them with the mind alone, since they transcend corporeal appearance…" (PG 13, Colossians 74a-b) 36]

36] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 278-288; Rowan A. Greer, trans, Origen: An Exhortation to Martyrdom, Prayer and Selected Writings (New York: Paulist Rowan A, 1979), 231-232, 234.

Theodoret of Cyrrhus (A.D 393-466) makes a similar three-fold evaluation of the writings of Song of Solomon , saying:

"It is also necessary to say by way of introduction that three works belong to Solomon: Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs. Proverbs offers those interested moral benefits, while Ecclesiastes comments on the nature of visible realities and thoroughly explains the futility of the present life so that we may learn its transitory character, despise passing realities and long for the future as something lasting. The Song of Songs…brings out the mystical intercourse between the bride and the bridegroom, the result being that the whole of Solomon's work constitutes a king of ladder with three steps - moral, physical and mystical. That is to say, the person approaching a religious way of life must first purify the mind with good behavior, then strive to discern the futility of impermanent things and the transitory character of what seems pleasant, and then finally take wings and long for the bridegroom, who promises eternal goods. Hence this book is placed third, so the person treading this path comes to perfection." (Preface to Commentary on Song of Songs) (PG 81, cols 46d-47a) 37]

37] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 288; Pauline Allen, et al, eds, Early Christian Studies (Strathfield, Australia: St. Paul's Publications, 2001), 232.

John Calvin (1509-1564) refers to the theme of the book of Psalm and the writings of Solomon in his argument to the epistle of James , saying:

"The writings of Solomon differ much from those of David, both as to matter and style. Solomon directs his view, chiefly, to form the external Prayer of Manasseh , and to deliver to us the precepts of political life: David constantly chooses the spiritual worship of God, peace of conscience, or the gracious promise of salvation, for his theme." (Argument to the Epistle of James) 38]

38] John Calvin, Calvin's Commentary on the Epistle of James: Newly Translated from the Original Latin (Aberdeen: J. Chalmers and Co, 1797), iii.

B. Secondary Theme (Supportive and Structural) of the Book of Proverbs - We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ as We Walk in the Wisdom of God (Mind) - Introduction- The secondary themes of the books of the Holy Scriptures support the primary themes by offering reasons and evidence for the central "claim" of the book made by the author. Thus, the secondary themes are more easily recognized by biblical scholars than the other two themes because they provide the literary structure of the book as they navigate the reader through the arguments embedded within the biblical text, thus revealing themselves more clearly. For example, the central claim of the Pentateuch declares that the Lord God of Israel is the only God that man should serve, and man is to love the Lord God with all of his heart, mind, and strength, a statement found in the Shema of Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which is the foundational theme of the Old Testament. The books of Hebrew poetry provide evidence to this claim by expounding upon how man is to love God with all of his heart as its secondary theme. The books of the prophets provide evidence to this claim by expounding upon how man is to love God with all of his mind as its secondary theme, as he set his hope in the coming of the Messiah to redeem mankind. The historical books provide evidence to this claim by expounding upon how man is to love God with all of his strength as its secondary theme.

The central claim of the four Gospel writers is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, which is the foundational theme of this division of the Holy Scriptures. In addition, each Gospel writer offers evidence as its secondary theme to support his claim. The Gospel of John offers the five-fold testimony of God the Father, John the Baptist, the miracles of Jesus, the Old Testament Scriptures, and the testimony of Jesus Christ Himself as its secondary theme. Matthew expounds upon the testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures as its secondary theme; Mark expounds upon the testimony of the miracles of Jesus as its secondary theme; Luke expounds upon the testimony of John the Baptist and other eye-witnesses and well as that of the apostles in the book of Acts as its secondary theme. 

The central claim of the Pauline Church Epistles is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ alone how the power to redeem and transform man into the image of Jesus, which is the foundational theme of this division of the Holy Scriptures. The epistle of Romans supports this claim by offering evidence of mankind's depravity and God's plan of redemption to redeem him as its secondary theme. The epistles of Ephesians and Philippians expound upon the role of God the Father in His divine foreknowledge as their secondary theme; the epistles of Colossians and Galatians expound upon the role of Jesus Christ as the head of the Church as their secondary theme; the epistles of 1, 2 Thessalonians , 1, 2Corinthians expound upon the role of the Holy Spirit in sanctifying the believers as their secondary theme.

The central claim of the Pastoral Epistles is that believers must serve God through the order of the New Testament Church. The epistles of 1, 2Timothy expound upon how to serve the Lord within the Church with a pure heart, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of Titus expounds upon how to serve the Lord within the Church with a renewed mind, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of Philemon expounds upon how to serve the Lord within the Church with a genuine lifestyle, which is its secondary theme.

The central claim of the General Epistles is that believers must persevere in the Christian faith in order to obtain eternal redemption. The epistles of Hebrews ,, James , and 1Peter modify this theme to reflect perseverance from persecutions from without the Church. The epistle of Hebrews expounds upon the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of James expounds upon a lifestyle of perseverance through the joy of the Holy Spirit, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of 1Peter expounds upon our hope of divine election through God the Father, which is its secondary theme. The epistles of 2Peter, 1, 2, 3, John and Jude reflect perseverance from false doctrines from within. The epistle of 2Peter expounds upon growing in the knowledge of God's Word with a sound mind, which is its secondary theme. The epistles of 1, 2, 3John expound upon walking in fellowship with God and one another with a pure heart, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of Jude expounds how living a godly lifestyle with our bodies, which is its secondary theme.

The Apocalypse of John , though not considered an epistle, emphasizes the glorification of the Church, giving believers a vision of the hope that is laid up before them as a source of encouragement for those who persevere until the end. The central claim of the book of Revelation is that Jesus Christ is coming to take His Bride the Church to Glory. The secondary theme supports this claim with the evidence of Great Tribulation Period.

The Secondary Themes of the Writings of Song of Solomon - Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. (1) Proverbs and Job - The secondary theme of the book of Proverbs teaches us to make wise decisions in our life by pursuing God's wisdom. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our mental journey through this life. We begin this spiritual journey by responding to wisdom's call to learn of God's ways as the book of Proverbs reveals. It is by the fear of the Lord that we embark upon this initial phase of learning to love the Lord by understanding and following the path of divine wisdom. The story of Job serves as an excellent illustration of a man that feared God and walked in wisdom with his fellow men, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the teachings of Proverbs. (2) Ecclesiastes and Lamentations - As we walk in Wisdom of Solomon , we soon perceive that God has a divine plan for our lives in the midst of the vanities of life, as taught in the book of Ecclesiastes. It is at this phase of our spiritual journey that we offer our bodies in obedience to God purpose and plan for our lives as we continue to fear the Lord, which is the secondary theme of Ecclesiastes. The writer of Lamentations teaches us about the results of fearing God and keeping His commandments, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of Ecclesiastes. (3) Song of Solomon and Psalm - We then come to the phase of our spiritual journey where we learn to enter into God's presence and partake of His intimacy, which is the secondary theme of Songs. The Song of Songs tells us about the intimacy and love that man can have in his relationship with God. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our spiritual journey through this life. The Song of Solomon teaches us to move from a level of fearing the Lord into the mature walk of loving God with all of our hearts. The Psalm of David teach us about a man that learned to love the Lord with all of his heart, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the Songs of Solomon. Summary- Therefore, Proverbs emphasizes our minds, while Ecclesiastes emphasizes our strength, while the Song of Songs reveals to us how to worship the Lord with oneness of heart. In these three books, Solomon deals with the three-fold nature of man: his spirit, his mind and his body. These writings inspire us to commune with God in our hearts. 

The Secondary Theme of the Book of Proverbs - The secondary theme gives the book its structure, or outline. Mankind has been predestined to reflect the image of Christ by walking in wisdom. Thus, God initiates man's spiritual journey by calling him through wisdom to understand his ways, and divine wisdom comes to every man from various aspects of life. Every man is given a choice as to whether he will decide to follow the Lord or not. This emphasis upon God calling mankind is seen in the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs , in which wisdom calls man to forsake foolishness and follow God's ways of wisdom. Through Wisdom of Solomon , God appeals to our minds to understand His ways.

This emphasis in the book of Proverbs upon man's mental decisions is the reason why Proverbs 3:5-6 is perhaps the most quoted passage in the entire book. It is because these two verses reveal the divine blessings that come of making wise decisions in the fear of the Lord.

Proverbs 3:5-6, "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

Song of Solomon , how do we worship and serve the Lord with all of our mind? Proverbs tells us that we do this by seeking divine wisdom in every decision that we make. This is the secondary theme found in the book of Proverbs. 

C. Third Theme (Imperative) of the Book of Proverbs - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom - Introduction- The third theme of each book of the Holy Scriptures is a call by the author for the reader to apply the central truth, or claim, laid down in the book to the Christian life. It is a call to a lifestyle of crucifying the flesh and taking up one's Cross daily to follow Jesus. Every child of God has been predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ ( Romans 8:29), and every child of God faces challenges as well as failures in the pursuit of his Christian journey. For example, the imperative theme of the Old Testament is that God's children are to serve the Lord God with all of their heart, mind, and strength, and love their neighbour as themselves ( Deuteronomy 6:4-5).

The child of God cannot fulfill his divine destiny of being conformed into the image of Jesus without yielding himself and following the plan of redemption that God avails to every human being. This 4-fold, redemptive path is described in Romans 8:29-30 as predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. The phase of justification can be further divided into regeneration, indoctrination, divine service, and perseverance. Although each individual will follow a unique spiritual journey in life, the path is the same in principle for every believer since it follows the same divine pattern described above. This allows us to superimpose one of three thematic schemes upon each book of the Holy Scriptures in order to vividly see its imperative theme. Every book follows a literary structure that allows either (1) the three-fold scheme of Father, Song of Solomon , and Holy Spirit: or (2) the scheme of spirit, soul, and body of man; or (3) the scheme of predestination, calling, justification (regeneration, indoctrination, divine service, and perseverance), and glorification in some manner.

The Third Imperative Theme of the Book of Proverbs - The third theme of Proverbs supports its secondary theme by revealing the way in which man walks in Wisdom of Solomon , which is by the fear of the Lord, which leads us to choose wisdom rather than folly. This theme is easily seen in Proverbs , which declares that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10). It is by the fear of the Lord that moves a man to love Him with all of his mind and to choose Godly decisions. Proverbs 16:6 will tell us that by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil. The fear of the Lord can be found woven throughout the book of Proverbs as well as in the book of Ecclesiastes.

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

The third theme of Ecclesiastes also declares that man is to fear God and keep His commandments. However, the theme of King Solomon"s third book, called the Song of Solomon , is about the love of God. It does not refer to the fear of the Lord. Why would this be so? Perhaps the answer is found in a book by Rick Joyner entitled The Call. Joyner is told, "Obedience in the fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom of Solomon , but the fullness of wisdom is to obey because of your love for God." 39] Therefore, the Song of Solomon places emphasis on obedience to God out of a deep love for God.

39] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 61.

We see that two out of Solomon's three books places emphasis upon the fear of God. If we examine all of the Holy Scriptures, we see that there are more verses in the Holy Bible telling us to fear God than to love Him. 

It is the fear of the Lord that will guide us on the path of wisdom. The book of Job tells us that true wisdom is the fear of the Lord.

Job 28:28, "And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding."

Proverbs 3:7 tells us that the opposite of being wise in our on eyes, or being carnal-minded, is to make decisions based on our fear of the Lord.

Proverbs 3:7, "Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil."

It is by the fear of the Lord that we depart from evil.

Proverbs 16:6, "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil."

It is in the fear of the Lord that we embark on the path of wisdom.

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

It is this fear that will take us to our destination of entering into the glory of God.

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

The Crucified Life is Presented as the Virtuous Woman- The third theme of the book of Proverbs involves the response of the recipient to God's divine calling revealed in its primary and secondary themes. Since the writings of Solomon have a universal application, and not addressing the Jews, the Gentiles, or the New Testament Church in particular, there has been an effort for all three people groups to walk in the Wisdom of Solomon , find a purpose in the midst of life's vanity, and express perfect love towards God and man. Unfortunately, because of the depraved nature of mankind, no one has fulfilled the calling of these three books, except the man Jesus Christ. In much the same way the Law revealed the Jew's need for a Redeemer, so do the Solomonic writings reveal all of mankind's need for redemption. Jesus walked in the wisdom revealed in Proverbs , fulfilled His destiny on Calvary in the midst of the vanities of Ecclesiastes , and love the Father with the perfect love of Songs. Only through Christ Jesus can the believer fulfill the third, underlying theme of the Solomonic writings.

As believers, we are to live a crucified life daily through obedience to the divine calling given in this book, which is to fear God so that we can serve Him with all of our mind. In Proverbs , the crucified life in Christ is most clearly reflected in the strong character of the virtuous woman described in the closing chapter of this book. The daily decision she makes to serve her husband are figurative of how we are to serve Christ. For the Church, it is the Holy Spirit who becomes the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , calling believers daily to choose Him. This daily yielding to the Spirit of God is how a believer develops strong character, and is transformed more and more in to the image of Christ.

Ultimately, we are to embrace the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ as the source of all wisdom ( 1 Corinthians 1:30). 

1 Corinthians 1:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us Wisdom of Solomon , and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:"

We have been predestined to be conformed to the image of God's Son ( Romans 8:29). In the book of Proverbs this aspect of conforming to be like Jesus means that we walk in the divine wisdom of God.

Romans 8:29, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren."

Ultimately, man's source of divine wisdom points to redemption through Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself tells us in the Gospel of John that each of the Old Testament books testifies of Him ( John 5:39).

John 5:39, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me."

All Old Testament Scriptures point to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Although the Messiah is not referred to directly within the book of Proverbs , we can easily see the personification of wisdom as a type and figure of our Lord and Saviour. The book of Proverbs reveals the character of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. As chapter 8 of Proverbs tells us of the eternal nature of wisdom ( Proverbs 8:22-23), being the daily delight of the Lord ( Proverbs 8:30), so was Jesus the eternal Word ( John 1:1-18), and the delight of the Heavenly Father. 

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." 

All things were created by wisdom ( Proverbs 8:22-30) and through Christ Jesus, the eternal Word of God.

John 1:3, "All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made."

This eighth chapter of Proverbs describes the character of the Lord Jesus Christ. He has been made our Wisdom of Solomon , as we are now to find guidance by the witness of the Holy Spirit, who guides us into all truth and wisdom.

1 Corinthians 1:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us Wisdom of Solomon , and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:" 

As we take the journey through Proverbs , we begin to encounter the wise man and the fool. We soon learn that we have often come short of walking in the fullness of this wise Prayer of Manasseh , but we can see Jesus Christ as the type and figure that is portrayed in the wise man in this book. Thus, each day that we take the journey, we see the Lord Jesus Christ in every verse as it leads us to choose wisdom and righteousness, and to turn from foolishness. Thus, as wisdom in the book of Proverbs points us to our eternal destiny of rest, so does this journey lead us to find Christ as the Way, the Truth and the Life to our eternal destination. We reflect the crucified life as we become like Jesus by walking in divine wisdom. Since Christ Jesus is the only one who has perfectly walked in all of the Proverbs , and since we as Christians have fallen short in one way or the other, we can conclude that each proverb testifies of the Jesus Christ as the perfect man of wisdom. The evidence of a person who is walking in the fear of the Lord and serving him with all of his mind is a life full of the blessings of God, a person whose life testifies to "length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee," ( Proverbs 3:1).

The books of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Songs are structured as a spiritual journey. Each of these journeys leads us into rest. Proverbs tells us that serving the Lord with all of our mind leads us into rest. The book of Ecclesiastes teaches us that serving God with all of our strength and not mammon leads us into rest. The Song of Solomon teaches us that mature love towards God leads us into rest.

D. Summary of the Three-Fold Theme of the Writings of Song of Solomon - As a review, the foundational theme of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Song of Solomon is how to serve the Lord with all our hearts. The secondary theme of this three-fold series of writings is what gives these books their structure:

1. Proverbs - Wisdom Calls Mankind to Understand His Ways (Mind)

2. Ecclesiastes - God Gives Mankind a Purpose in Life When We Serve Him (Body)

3. Song of Solomon - God Calls Mankind to Walk With Him in the Cool of the Day (Heart)

The third theme of this three-fold series of writings reveals the results of applying the book's message to our daily lives:

1. Proverbs - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom. The virtuous woman is a reflection of a person walking in wisdom and the fear of God.

2. Ecclesiastes - Fear God and Keep His Commandments. The man who keeps God's commandments has a purpose and destiny in Christ.

3. Song of Solomon - Loving God is Mature as We Abide in Christ & Labour in His Vineyard. The man who abides in Christ and produces fruit that remains.

Combining these three themes to see how they flow together in each of Solomon's writings, we see that Proverbs teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our mind as the fear of the Lord moves us to wise choices above foolishness. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who is strong in character, symbolized by the virtuous woman. This is illustrated in the story of Job. In Ecclesiastes , the believer serves the Lord with all of his strength by obeying God's commandments because of his fear of the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who walks in his purpose and destiny, rather than in the vanities of this world. This is illustrated in the book of Lamentations. The Song of Solomon reveals the most mature level of serving the Lord with all of one's heart. This person yields to God's love being poured into him by learning to abide in constant holy communion with the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who overflows in the fruits and gifts of the Spirit. This is illustrated in the book of Psalm.

The themes of the books of the Holy Bible can be often found in the opening verses, and we now can easily see these three themes in opening passages of the writings of Solomon. Proverb's opening verses emphasize the need to make sound decisions through Wisdom of Solomon , instruction and understanding. 

Proverbs 1:2, "To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;"

Ecclesiastes' opening verses emphasizes the vanity of human labour when one does not serve the Lord. 

Ecclesiastes 1:3, "What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?"

Song of Songs emphasizes the intimacy of love that proceeds from man's heart.

Song of Solomon 1:2, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine."

Thus, it is easy to see why King Solomon would follow such a three-fold structure in his writings. Since Deuteronomy 6:4-5 was one of the more popular passages of Scripture for the children of Israel, it would make sense that Song of Solomon , in his quest for the meaning of life, would follow this three-fold approach in his analyze of what it meant to worship God. Although the book of Proverbs places emphasis upon serving the Lord by making wise decisions, a careful study of the book of Proverbs will reveal that this three-fold emphasis upon the spirit, soul and body is woven throughout the book.

In addition, the book of Job gives us an extension of the theme of Proverbs , as both of these books serve as wisdom literature, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our mind. The book of Lamentations gives us an extension of the theme of Ecclesiastes , as both of these books serve as poetic explanations for the vanities of life, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our strength. The book of Psalm gives an extension of the theme of Song of Solomon , as both of these books serve as poetry to edify the heart, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our heart. Finally, the redemptive message of the poetical books reveals that even when a man like Job walks in Wisdom of Solomon , he finds himself in need of a redeemer. Lamentations reveals a nation who has a divine destiny and purpose, yet the children of Israel find themselves in need of a redeemer. The psalms of David reveal that even when man is at his best intimacy with God, like David, he still finds himself in need of a redeemer. 


Figure 1 - Thematic Scheme of the Books of Poetry

IX. Literary Structure
The literary structure of the book of Proverbs must follow the theme of the book. It is important to note that such a breakdown of this book of the Holy Bible was not necessarily intended by the original author, but it is being used as a means of making the interpretation easier. It is hoped that this summary can identify the underlying themes of the book, as well as the themes of its major divisions, sections and subsections. Then individual verses can more easily be understood in light of the emphasis of the immediate passages in which they are found. 

For years, I viewed the book of Proverbs as a book of randomly compiled sayings, with no apparent arrangement or structure. At first reading, this book appears to be an endless list of one-sentence sayings with no relationship to other verses or passages in this book. However, the book of Proverbs has a very clear order, from the first chapter until the last verse. This is because God is a God of order, and everything that God does has a purpose and an order to it. Note:

1 Corinthians 14:40, "Let all things be done decently and in order."

We even have Scriptural evidence that Solomon set these proverbs in a particular order, or arrangement. Note:

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

At least five superscriptions can be found within the book of Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:1, Proverbs 10:1, Proverbs 25:1, Proverbs 30:1, Proverbs 31:1), allowing scholars to divide the book into at least five sections: 

1. Proverbs 1-9 - The Introduction

2. Proverbs 10-24 - The Collection of Proverbs

3. Proverbs 25-29 - The Proverbs Copied Out by King Hezekiah

4. Proverbs 30 - The Words of Agur

5. Proverbs 31 - The Words of King Lemuel

While each of these five sections begins with an introductory verse, we can note unique characteristics within each section. Most modern commentators further divide the second section of 10-24into the First Collection of Solomon's Proverbs ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16) and the Words of the Wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) with two subsections being identified within the Words of the Wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 and Proverbs 24:23-34). They then call the third section "The Second Collection of Solomon's Proverbs."

Regardless of how the book of Proverbs is grouped into sections, all agree that it clearly lays out two directions that a man can take in his life, with each direction, or path, bringing different results. These proverbs in general provide a contrast between the path of wise man and of the fool.

We learn in this book that God has called us to walk the path of Wisdom of Solomon , which will lead us into becoming conquerors and not captives like the fool, to be overcomers in all things and not to be overcome, to be able to go over and not go under. God has called us to victory and not defeat. All wisdom is hidden in God in Christ Jesus:

Romans 16:27, "To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen."

1 Corinthians 1:24, "But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God."

1 Corinthians 1:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us Wisdom of Solomon , and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:"

Colossians 2:3, "In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

Therefore, the book of Proverbs points us to Christ. It leads us down the path that leads to Christlikeness. Since the foundational theme of Proverbs is how to love the Lord our God with all of our mind, the structure and divisions of this book reflect the different phases of our life that develop our mental wellbeing as we become like Christ. The following summary will reveal a clear and orderly path that the book of Proverbs will lead us down, if we will just learn to follow the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , which is for us, today, the voice of the Holy Spirit.

We find a summary of the plan of redemption in Romans 8:28-30 that God the Father offers every person.

Romans 8:28-30, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

Paul says in Romans 8:29-30 that the destination, or purpose, of every believer is to become like Jesus Christ. To bring this about, we will need to follow His divine plan for our lives. In the Father's foreknowledge, it begins with predestination, then calling, after which we move into justification as we hearken unto this calling and believe in the redemptive work on Calvary. We are kept in this position of justification as Jesus now serves as our Great High Priest making intercession for the saints. This will bring us into the final phase our redemption, which is glorification. These are essentially the four phases, or steps, that are laid out in Romans 8:29-30 in which God the Father oversees our redemption. This is how we can outline the book of Proverbs.

I. God the Father's Foreknowledge: Predestining Our Journey (Prologue) ( Proverbs 1:1-6) - Proverbs 1:1-6 serves as an introduction, or prologue, to this book of wisdom. These opening verses give us the title of the book ( Proverbs 1:1), in which we have the name of King Solomon is given as the author. The recipients are also identified in this section of verses as those who are simple, or nave as well as for the wise man ( Proverbs 1:4-5). Thirdly, we are told the reason for writing the book is to make one wise ( Proverbs 1:2-6). Its purpose of the book is to give us wisdom by following the words of wisdom. Thus, Proverbs opens with the virtues that are produced by Godly wisdom ( Proverbs 1:2-6). King Solomon understood that if we could gain Wisdom of Solomon , and learn how to walk in the path of wisdom on a daily basis, then all of the other blessings in life would follow. Thus, Proverbs opens with the virtues that are produced by Godly wisdom ( Proverbs 1:2-6). These virtues ring throughout the entire book much like Beethoven's Fifth Symphony opens with four beautiful, harmonious notes and repeats them throughout the entire symphony. As we find ourselves pursuing these four notes throughout the Fifth Symphony, so do we pursue these same virtues throughout the journey in the book of Proverbs. The list of virtues in Proverbs 1:2-6 not only gives us a brief introduction to Wisdom of Solomon , describing the manifold aspects of wisdom; but these same virtues also become the precious jewels that we are to seek daily along this path. In pursuing these jewels, one is able to remain on the path that leads to us into eternal rest, seen in the final chapter of the book. The application of these various aspects of wisdom develop a person of strong character, as described in the final passage regarding the virtuous woman.

Paul says in Romans 8:29-30 that the destination, or purpose, of every believer is to become like Jesus Christ. To bring this about, we will need to follow this divine plan. It begins with the Father's foreknowledge, which has two phases: predestination and calling. We then move into justification as we hearken unto this calling and believe in the redemptive work on Calvary. We are kept in this position of justification as Jesus now serves as our Great High Priest making intercession for the saints. The next step is not mentioned, but it is the role of the Holy Spirit in our sanctification. This will bring us into the final phase our redemption, which is glorification. These are essentially the steps that are laid out in Romans 8:29-30.

Regarding the underlying theme of this opening prologue to Proverbs , we find in Romans 8:29-30 that calling is a part of the Father's divine foreknowledge for every believer. In this passage of Scripture, predestination comes before calling, in which God establishes a purpose, or a plan, for our calling. If we interpret the prologue in Proverbs 1:1-6 in light of the structure of the book of Proverbs , which follows God's divine plan of redemption, we see how these opening verses reveal what God has predestined us to become, which Isaiah , a person who walks in divine wisdom in every aspect of his life: spiritually, mentally, physically and financially. This is the emphasis that the book of Proverbs makes as one aspect of being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. For example, in the book of Luke , we conform to the image of Jesus Christ by walking in the office of the prophet, being filled with the Holy Spirit. In the book of Acts , we walk in the office of the apostle, taking the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth. In the Gospel of Matthew , we become conformed to the image of Christ Jesus by walking in the office of the teacher, making disciples who will in turn teach other generations of disciples about the principles of the Kingdom of Heaven. In Mark's Gospel, we become conformed to the image of His Son by walking in the office of the evangelist, preaching the Gospel with signs following. In John's Gospel, we conform to the image of Jesus Christ by walking in the office of the pastor, maintaining fellowship with our Heavenly Father to lead His sheep. Every book of the Holy Bible provides one aspect of God's plan for His children to be conformed to be like Jesus. In the book of Psalm , we conform to His image by developing a passion for His Word ( Psalm 1:2). Therefore, in the book of Proverbs , we are conformed by walking in divine wisdom ( Proverbs 1:2-6), which is the way we worship the Lord with all of our mind. We will see the character of this person in the final chapter of Proverbs as it describes the virtuous woman. 

II. God the Father's Foreknowledge: Calling Us to Our Journey (Preparation for the Journey) ( Proverbs 1:7 to Proverbs 9:18) - Most scholars consider Proverbs 1-9 to be a discourse, or a tribute, to wisdom. This section serves as an introduction to Solomon's collection of wise, pithy sayings that follows. This introductory material is a preparation for being able to understand the rest of the book. Its underlying emphasis is the divine calling that God gives to every human being. Therefore, we find the statement of wisdom "crying out," "uttering her voice" and "calling" used repeatedly throughout this section of Proverbs.

In these first nine introductory chapters, wisdom is personified as a person speaking in the feminine gender. Just as an artist sketches an outline of a painting, then splashes colors upon the canvas, until a beautiful painting emerges, so in these chapters of Proverbs does wisdom begin to reveal itself verse by verse (as an artist reveals a picture color by color) until chapter 8, when wisdom is seen as an intimate part of God and His creation. Wisdom is personified as a person speaking because man would be incapable of understanding his experiences in life without divine wisdom being given to him. This impartation is done in the person of the Holy Spirit. Wisdom is personified as a woman because the Hebrew word translated as "wisdom" is in the feminine gender.

These chapters contrast the table of blessings ( Proverbs 9:1-6) with the trap of death ( Proverbs 1:17-19, Proverbs 9:18). The wise man chooses wisdom"s table of blessings. In contrast, the fool chooses the trap of death, supposing that it is a table of blessing. Studying this introduction is a necessary preparation for finding one's way through the rest of the book of Proverbs. Thus, a drama immediately unfolds in the introduction, revealing to us how wisdom sets a man free, but the trap of death ensnares its victims in the strongholds of sin. These strongholds do not turn its captives loose until it completes its assignment of death. In contrast, wisdom leads a man into his rightful place of glory and honor above God's creation ( Proverbs 3:35, Proverbs 31:30), and into submission to his Creator.

This section of Proverbs is actually a call to follow the path of Wisdom of Solomon , in which wisdom presents his arguments for choosing the path of wisdom over the path of the fool. God calls mankind to righteousness in this present Church age through the convicting power of the Holy Spirit that has been sent upon the earth, who convicts the world of sin righteousness and judgment ( John 16:7-11); but prior to this age God called mankind to righteousness through Wisdom of Solomon , which testified from Creation ( Romans 1:19-23), and from society. We see in these chapters that wisdom is a path that is to be diligently followed. Wisdom is a decision that is made on a daily basis, and these daily decisions will determine our destiny, both in this life and in the life to come. This book of wisdom contrasts the wise man with the fool throughout the book. As we will see in Proverbs , every decision that we make is either a wise decision, or a foolish one. Every decision affects our eternal destiny. This section begins with a call to follow wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7-9), and ends by explaining how every human being decides between destinies, heaven or hell ( Proverbs 9:1-18). 

In the path of wisdom there are many dangers. It is for this reason these nine chapters give us many warnings against the evil man and the adulteress, even before the real journey begins. The path of wisdom is narrow and easily missed. All of us have fallen off this path at one time or another in our lives. This book of Proverbs was written by King Song of Solomon , considered the wisest person that has ever lived. Yet, even he fell off this path of wisdom because he allowed pride to blind his vision and dull his hearing. This gives us an indication of how narrow is this path to follow. 

Pride is an attitude of the heart. It is the very reason that Solomon fell into idolatry. It is the root cause of every man"s failure. It comes clothed in many forms, such as false humility and it clothes itself in Prayer of Manasseh -made titles of honour, such as "honorable, his lordship, his excellence, his grace, cardinal, pope, etc." For example, the Pope in Rome carries the title of "His Holiness". These nine chapters open and close with Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10, which reveal the secret of avoiding failure, which is caused by pride. We are told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7 and Proverbs 9:10). This fear keeps us from falling off the path of wisdom.

This introduction material in Proverbs 1-9 makes up almost one third of the book. Why is this introduction to Proverbs so lengthy relative to the overall length of the book? It is because the preparation for our journey in life is also lengthy. Solomon was taught for many years before he took the throne as king of Israel. Good training takes time and a good education does not come quickly. The degree that a person receives a secular education usually determines the height of his career. In comparison, the degree that a person becomes rooted and grounded in the Word of God will determine the height of that person"s ministry. You must take the time to receive this introductory training in the first nine chapters of Proverbs before you are ready for the journey. The better we are able to understand the introduction of the book of Proverbs , the better we will be able to understand the rest of its teachings. 

For hundreds of years in western civilization, a theological education was a part of a well-rounded education. All students learned the classical languages of Hebrew, Greek and Latin in order to study theological literature. The children of Israel were also to give each child a theological education. Solomon received such an education. Therefore, we can see this introduction to Proverbs as the theological training that everyone should go through in preparation for the journey in life.

One further note is worth mentioning about chapters 1-9. Upon reading we must ask the question as to why this lengthy introduction in Proverbs spends so much time describing and warning the readers about the harlot. Perhaps because this is the one area that trapped and deceived Song of Solomon , the wisest man that ever lived. It is in this area that Solomon knows many of the young men he is training for leadership positions in the kingdom will be tempted. In addition, in a figurative sense, such spiritual adultery represents a believer who chooses to love the things of this world above his love for God.

Now that we have some insight into these first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs , let us look at a brief summary of this great book of wisdom.

A. The Father Calls Us to Wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7-33) - It is God who calls us to salvation, and not a work of ourselves. Thus, it is God's foreknowledge motivated by His boundless love for mankind that initiates this call. Proverbs 1:7-33 describes this divine call from God. Romans 8:29-30 tells us that calling is the second phase of the Father's foreknowledge in His overall divine plan of redemption. This divine calling is the underlying theme of Proverbs 1:7-33.

The opening statement in this passage ( Proverbs 1:7 a) tells us that it is the fear of the Lord that will guide us along our journey to rest. These verses on the fear of the Lord will serve as signposts that are posted throughout the journey in order to show to us that we are on the right path; for the way is narrow, and many are the deceptions along the way. As the list of virtues in Proverbs 1:2-6 gives us a brief introduction to characteristics of the wise Prayer of Manasseh , the following verse ( Proverbs 1:7 b) contrasts this passage with a brief introduction to the fool.

Our divine calling from God begins at home as a child learns to obey his parents. Reverence for parents ( Proverbs 1:8) naturally follows Proverbs 1:7, for learning to obey our parents becomes our first lesson in reverence for God. When a child develops a genuine devotion to his parents, he naturally will learn this same devotion to the Lord. His loyal and gentle spirit serves as an ornament of grace that make this person stand out in a crowd above others of less character ( Proverbs 1:9).

Although the heart of every believer knows that God"s wisdom is higher, he cannot help but hear the voice of the wicked ringing in his ears ( Proverbs 1:10-19). These verses tell us that the wicked seek to exploit others for their own greedy gain, not knowing that they are actually destroying their own souls. 

In the midst of the voices of this world, the believer hears the call of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:20-33). This call cries loudly from within the heart of each believer. For those who choose this path, there is safety without fear ( Proverbs 1:33). Those who scorn this voice will find distress ( Proverbs 1:27). If the voice of wisdom is not heeded, she will not answer on the day of their calamity ( Proverbs 1:28). 

1. Exhortation to Fear God and Parents: The Key of Life Revealed ( Proverbs 1:7-9) - The first key that Solomon gives to us to enable us to unlock the secrets to life's journey is the instruction that we are to fear the Lord by initially respecting our parents in the home ( Proverbs 1:7-9). This is where a person's journey into fellowship with God begins in a life of godliness. God gave every human being parents and a home where discipline is taught as a way of starting us on our journey that will take us to Heaven's gates and into God's eternal presence. Our salvation experience is our decision to fear God and honor our parents. All other journeys lead to destruction. This journey will bring us into adornment and honor, which is referred to in Proverbs 1:9. So we see that the fear of the Lord opens the door of our hearts to receive the anointing. Thus, Proverbs 1:7-9 can be understood to be a summary of the entire book of Proverbs. It can be compared to the introduction of a thesis in which the issues and message of the document is summarized in the opening paragraph.

2. The Call of the Wicked ( Proverbs 1:10-19) - On this journey there are always two voices pulling at our ears, the voice of the fool and the voice of wisdom. As Christians, we can describe these two voices as the outward voice of Prayer of Manasseh , and the inward voice of our conscience and the Holy Spirit. Even from a child, as we are learning to obey our parents ( Proverbs 1:8-9), there are foolish children clinging to us with enticements to follow them.

In contrast to the call of wisdom to pursue its virtues ( Proverbs 1:20-33), the call of the fool is greedy for gain, "So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain"( Proverbs 1:19). This passage is a warning against greed, or covetousness. The sinner's goal is not to benefit those who answer his call. Rather, his goal is for personal gain. Out of the abundance of his mouth the sinner speaks and reveals his objective, that of personal gain.

The Tempter himself, Satan, enticed Jesus with these same words ( Luke 4:6-7).

Luke 4:6-7, "And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine." 

Peter tells us in his second epistle that the world has been made corrupt through the lust that dwells within the heart of a fallen humanity.

2 Peter 1:4, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."

James writes in his epistle that the spirit that dwells within man "lusts to envy."

James 4:5, "Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?"

Thus, the voice of the wicked can be recognized by its vices that are manifestations of manipulation ( Proverbs 1:10), cruelty ( Proverbs 1:11-12) and a greedy heart ( Proverbs 1:13-14):

1. He entices and manipulates ( Proverbs 1:10)

2. He wants to do things his way ( Proverbs 1:11)

3. He wants secrecy and not openness ( Proverbs 1:11)

4. He pursues injustice ( Proverbs 1:11)

5. He speaks of taking and not giving, of death and not life ( Proverbs 1:12)

6. He pursues earthly things rather than Godly virtues ( Proverbs 1:13)

7. They make promises of which they have no intent to deliver ( Proverbs 1:14)

When someone yields to the enticing voice of the sinner, we would say today, "He got in with the wrong crowd!" Why would a sinner be interested in befriending someone? Remember that even a sinner cannot succeed in this life without relationships with others. Although these relationships are short-term and much abused by the sinner, he still must pursue them in order to reach his greedy desires. Therefore, he is out hunting for someone to entice and in the end to simply for his own selfish gain.

Now such a corrupt person lacks the ability to sustain a relationship with someone else over a long period of time. Once this relationship requires that they give and submit on their part, once it requires a sacrifice and a loss, they are compelled to end this relationship and seek a new one; for their purpose is personal gain and not the well-being of others. They may give a little up front to make you think that this is a giving relationship, but it is all for show to manipulate others. The owner of the nightclubs does not care about your well-being. The tobacco companies do not want you to know that cigarettes cause cancer and kill their victims. They simply want your substance, and they laugh all of the way to the bank while destroying the lives of their victims.

Today, I am amused by the many voices of the enticer. I used to be confused before I renewed my mind with the Word of God. This was because this voice of enticement lured me, it attracted me and grabbed my interest, and my unrenewed mind thought that there was some truth and relevance to those words. Now, I can discern between the voice of wisdom and the words of enticement much better, and it now amuses me to see how foolish the world is to yield to such messages.

3. The Call of Wisdom ( Proverbs 1:20-23) - Proverbs 1:20-33 gives us the call of wisdom. Keep in mind that the book of Proverbs is written both to the simple and to the wise, both to the sinner and to the child of God. Wisdom not only calls us to salvation, but wisdom keeps calling in order to keep us on the path of salvation. 

The very tone of Proverbs 1:20-33 reveals God's love and patience to a disobedient people. God takes every opportunity to speak openly to His people ( Proverbs 1:20-21). This is because it is not His desire to bring judgment ( Proverbs 1:22-23), so He gives people an opportunity and time to repent ( Proverbs 1:25). When He does bring judgment, as upon Sodom and Gomorrah, it was not without prior warnings ( Proverbs 1:25-33). When this divine judgment comes, it then serves as an example so others will not follow the same rebellious path.

Jude 1:7, "Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire."

Therefore, God pronounces the crime ( Proverbs 1:24-25 and Proverbs 1:30) twice. Then He declares the judgment twice ( Proverbs 1:26-27 and Proverbs 1:31-32). He states that this judgment will be sure and without mercy ( Proverbs 1:28).

4. The Consequences of Rejecting Wisdom ( Proverbs 1:24-33) - After wisdom makes her call ( Proverbs 1:20-23), wisdom then gives warnings to those who fail to heed this call ( Proverbs 1:24-33). This passage applies to the daily walk of the Christian as well as to the sinner. For the child of God, wisdom often warns us of dangers to come, so that we will avoid calamities. 

In Proverbs 1:24-33 the voice of wisdom changes from a tone of a plea to a warning. How often have we spoken to our children in love by pleading with them to do right and following this with a warning to them if they do wrong.

But thank God, this chapter which tells us of the call of wisdom does not leave us struggling to understand how to discern the voice of wisdom. In chapter two, we are told how to gain discernment by studying the Word of God ( Proverbs 2:1-5) so that we are better able to distinguish between the voice of the Holy Spirit ( Proverbs 2:6-11) and the voice of the evil man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and the strange woman ( Proverbs 2:16-19). In the following chapters, wisdom tells us how the Word of God transforms our hearts, minds and bodies so that the voice of wisdom shines brighter and brighter as the noonday sun.

B. Answering God the Father's Call ( Proverbs 2:1-22) - As a believer, we must learn how to obtain wisdom. Wisdom calls, but we must learn how to answer that call. We answer the call of wisdom by applying ourselves to the study of the Holy Bible ( Proverbs 2:1), by meditating on His Word ( Proverbs 2:2), by praying for understand ( Proverbs 2:3) and by making this search more important than the pursuits of this world ( Proverbs 2:4). Only then will we find wisdom ( Proverbs 2:5-6). God chooses this method of giving a man wisdom so that the wicked will not be able to find it, and in rejecting it, they increase their own judgment from Almighty God ( Luke 8:10). This is because God"s ways are merciful, even to the wicked. This method of finding the hidden treasures of wisdom will deliver us from the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and from the immoral woman ( Proverbs 2:16-20).

Luke 8:10, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand."

Here is a proposed outline:

1. How to Find Wisdom ( Proverbs 2:1-9) - As a believer, we must learn how to obtain wisdom. Wisdom calls to us from within ( Proverbs 1:20-33), but we must learn how to find wisdom. We will not search for wisdom without a sincere desire to pursuit it. Therefore, chapter 2tells us some simple steps that we are to follow in order to create that desire within our hearts to follow wisdom's call. Another way to describe this chapter is to say that it teaches us how to begin to train our spirits to hear the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , which is the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

This desire to know the voice of the Lord was Solomon's prayer as a young king. 

1 Kings 3:9, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?"

Therefore, we find in this passage, as well as chapter 4, the process by which a person can develop his spirit in order to better hear the voice of God. For this was Solomon's passion as a young king. 

In chapter 2, we learn that wisdom is found by humbling our hearts to receive God"s Word ( Proverbs 2:1), by meditating on His Word ( Proverbs 2:2), by praying for understand ( Proverbs 2:3) and by making this search more important than the cares of this world ( Proverbs 2:4). As we spend time in God's Word with an open heart ( Proverbs 2:1), it strengthens our spiritual desire for the things of God. As we continue in his Word ( Proverbs 2:2), the desire for wisdom grows ( Proverbs 2:3) until it becomes the passion of our lives ( Proverbs 2:4). It is only when we follow this guideline that we will find wisdom for our lives ( Proverbs 2:5), which only proceeds from God ( Proverbs 2:6). Wisdom will then protect us along life's journey. 

a) How We Develop an Ear to Hear the Call of Wisdom (This Passage Parallel's Solomon's Prayer for a Hearing Heart) ( Proverbs 2:1-5) - Chapter one tells us that wisdom calls both to the simple and to the wise, to guide them daily in the path of blessing and protection. But thank God that chapter one does not leave us struggling to understand how we are to discern the voice of wisdom. In chapter two we are told how to develop a hearing ear so that we can hear wisdom's voice and gain discernment by studying the Word of God ( Proverbs 2:1-5); for wisdom proceeds from God ( Proverbs 2:6), and it is God's way of protecting His children ( Proverbs 2:7-9). When we learn how to obtain it, we find ourselves protected from the calamities that befall the wicked ( Proverbs 2:10-20), from the voice of the evil man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and the strange woman ( Proverbs 2:16-19) so that we can dwell in the land and not be cut off ( Proverbs 2:21-22). 

We may ask, "How does reading God's Word help us to be more aware of the Holy Spirit speaking to us?" In answer to such a question, it has been my experience that when the Word of God is dwelling richly in my heart and mind, the Holy Spirit easily reminds me of a particular verse or passage of Scripture in a way that applies to a situation I am facing. Thus, the logos word we have memorized is turned into a living, rhema word as the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking unto us.

If we find a parallel to this passage in the life of Song of Solomon , we find it in his prayer for wisdom. We remember Solomon's prayer to God, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad." ( 1 Kings 3:9) This is the theme of Proverbs chapter 2. Solomon wants to lead us through the same journey that he had to take in order to hear from God. I believe that God answered Solomon's prayer, not by speaking to him audibly on a regular basis, or by imparting unto him a spiritual heart to hear from God, but rather, by revealing to him that secret to developing a hearing heart through spending time meditating in God's Word. It was up to Solomon to work this divine truth out in his life. The anointing is imparted. But in order to be led by the Spirit of God we must develop our spirit man.

We find another parallel to Proverbs 2:1-5 in the epistle of Hebrews where the author say, "But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil." ( Hebrews 5:14) In other words, we must exercise our senses so that we can hear the voice of God and distinguish between the good and the bad decisions in our life.

As a believer, we must learn how to obtain wisdom. Wisdom calls, but we must learn how to answer that call. We answer the call of wisdom by applying ourselves to the study of the Holy Bible ( Proverbs 2:1), by meditating on His Word ( Proverbs 2:2), by praying for understand ( Proverbs 2:3) and by making this search more important than the pursuits of this world ( Proverbs 2:4). Only then will we find wisdom ( Proverbs 2:5), which proceeds from no other source but God ( Proverbs 2:6). 

Now God chooses this method of giving a man wisdom so that the wicked will not be able to find it, and in rejecting it, they increase their own judgment from Almighty God ( Luke 8:10). This is because God"s ways are merciful, even to the wicked. He wants to reduce their judgment if possible.

Luke 8:10, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand."

This method of finding the hidden treasures of wisdom will deliver us from the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:10-15) and from the immoral woman ( Proverbs 2:16-20).

In the following chapters, wisdom tells us how the Word of God transforms our hearts, minds and bodies so that the voice of wisdom shines brighter and brighter as the noonday sun. Thus, chapter two reveals that we can learn to discern the voice of wisdom so that we can avoid being deceived by the voices of this world, and thus avoid falling into calamities as the world experiences. 

b) Wisdom Protects Our Path ( Proverbs 2:6-9) - We see in Proverbs 2:6-9 the divine protection of God. After years of serving the Lord and following His plan for my life, I have noticed that I do not have to frequent the altar calls for my deliverance during every church service. My life is peaceful and things are well with my soul because of God's daily deliverance in my life. The Lord has delivered me from the counsels of the wicked one, so that I do not have to be in bondage and cry out for deliverance.

2. Wisdom Always Provides a Path of Escape for Us ( Proverbs 2:10-22) - Proverbs 2:10-22 tells us that wisdom will deliver us from the paths of the evil man and the strange woman. Proverbs 2:10-11 gives us the method of escaping from the devices of the wicked. The lifestyle of allowing wisdom to enter through our minds, our eyes and ears, and into our hearts allows us to avoid the snares that trap other people. For the words of the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and strange woman (16-19) are the methods of trapping the fool. These words are carefully placed before their victims in order to gain entrance into their hearts. Once these words have been received into the heart of a Prayer of Manasseh , they ensnare him. But for the man of Wisdom of Solomon , he only receives words of wisdom into his heart. Wisdom will soon tell us to guard our hearts with all diligence ( Proverbs 4:23). Thus, he protects his eyes and ears, which are the entrance into his heart.

Proverbs 4:23, "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life."

One way that wisdom protects us is that it allows us to foresee problems ahead and avoid them. However, the simple continues on that course and is punished ( Proverbs 22:3).

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished."

For those who do not need wisdom's call will give their labour and wealth to others and mourn at last when their bodies are consumed and they will say, "How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!" ( Proverbs 5:12-13)

a) God's Method of Divine Protection ( Proverbs 2:10-11) - The previous verses ( Proverbs 2:7-9) promise God"s divine hand of protection to those who faithfully serve Him. His method of protecting us is stated in the next verses ( Proverbs 2:10-11), which says that divine wisdom enters our lives and protects us. In other words, God gives wisdom to avoid problems to those who seek Him. Therefore, if a child of God walks away from the wisdom given to him, he will encounter problems. He may ask God why such things happened to him, thinking God should be sovereignly protecting him. God's system is to give His children Wisdom of Solomon , so that they become responsible for making sound decision.

b) Escape from the Wicked Man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) - Proverbs 2:12-15 gives us warnings against following the call of the wicked man. These verses give away his secret of enticement, which are his words. He takes his victims by the words of his mouth, in the same way that the strange woman does ( Proverbs 2:16-19). However, wisdom will deliver us from the wicked man.

c) Escape from the Strange Woman ( Proverbs 2:16-20) - Proverbs 2:16-20 warns us about the strange woman. These verses give away her secret of enticement, which are her words. She takes her victims by the words of her mouth, in the same way that the wicked man does ( Proverbs 2:12-15). Wisdom will deliver us from the strange woman. 

Within the historical setting of King Solomon's court, who else would the young ladies in society desire more than these young, educated, handsome men who are being trained in the king's courts and who are destined for a career as a leader in that nation.

d) The End Results of the Wise Man and the Fool ( Proverbs 2:21-22) - Proverbs 2:21-22 gives us the end results of the decisions made by the one who pursues wisdom and the one who becomes ensnared by the wicked man and the strange woman. The wise man will become established and take possession of the land while the sinner will be taken away from off of the earth.

C. The Blessings of Answering the Call of Wisdom ( Proverbs 3:1-35) - Once we receive the call from wisdom in chapter 1, we are shown how to find it in chapter 2. Therefore, in chapter 3, we will learn what happens to us when we answer the call of wisdom. If we find a parallel to this passage in the life of Song of Solomon , we will find it in the great wisdom and wealth that he acquired as the king of Israel as a result of following the principles laid down in chapters 1,2. Solomon started his journey as a king being young and tender (chapter 1). He then asked God for a hearing heart (chapter 2). As a result, he found not only Wisdom of Solomon , but the blessings of peace and abundance and wealth that comes with wisdom (chapter 3).

As a summary of chapter three, we see that the path of wisdom will lead us into spiritual, mental, physical and material blessings ( Proverbs 3:1-18). If God uses wisdom to determine the destiny of His creation ( Proverbs 3:19-20), so do our choices determine our own destiny ( Proverbs 3:21-26) as we learn to walk in wisdom with our neighbour in order to bring us to our eternal destiny ( Proverbs 3:27-35). 

Therefore, this passage of Scripture gives us the manifold aspects of wisdom. It is like the light that reflects through a beautiful diamond. A diamond has many different sides that reflect different colors of the rainbow. A diamond is able to show us the many different colors of light. Yet, each color reflected from this diamond is a part of the same light beam. In comparison, wisdom has many different colors, or dimensions. When placed together, this passage shows us divine wisdom that is perfect and complete, and able to make our lives whole in every aspect. Complete wisdom is learning to apply all of these verses to our lives, so that the blessings of God will be evident in every area of life. Only then will we be able to fulfill the eternal destiny that God has created us for as a part of His overall plan for His eternal creation.

1. The Blessings of Wisdom ( Proverbs 3:1-12) - Proverbs 3:1-2 give a brief, general summary of the blessings of wisdom. These two verses tell us that by Wisdom of Solomon , we can have a better quality of life. Proverbs 3:3-6 then give to us a more specific description of the blessings of Wisdom of Solomon , such as favor in relationships ( Proverbs 3:3-4), knowing God"s will ( Proverbs 3:5-6), health ( Proverbs 3:7-8), prosperity ( Proverbs 3:9-10), and correction ( Proverbs 3:11-12).

Proverbs 3:3-4 deal with how to walk in love and truth in order to have quality relationships. These verses deal with the heart of a Prayer of Manasseh , his spirit. Proverbs 3:5-6 deal with carnal reasoning. These verses deal with the soul of a man. Proverbs 3:7-8 deal with physical health, which is our body. Thus, the three-fold make up of a man is addressed in the proper order, the spirit, the soul and the body. This is the same order that is followed in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Note that the spirit, or heart, of a man is addressed first, because this is the most important part of man"s make-up. Walking in love is the most important aspect of wisdom. Each aspect of wisdom is given in its order of priority. This is why prosperity in Proverbs 3:9-10 is given last, because it holds a lower priority of achievement in God"s eyes. It is better to have a pure heart, or even good health, than riches. However, prosperity is God"s will when a man"s life is in order, both in spirit, soul and body. Creflo Dollar says that wealth is the offspring of wisdom. 40] This passage in Proverbs 3:1-12 proves this to be the case. Finally, the spirit is discussed first in this passage of Scripture because we are to be more spirit conscience than flesh conscience.

40] Creflo Dollar, Changing Your World (College Park, Georgia: Creflo Dollar Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

If Proverbs 3:3-4 deal with the heart of Prayer of Manasseh , then Proverbs 3:5-6 deal with the mind and understanding of man. Proverbs 3:7-8 deal with the physical man. Proverbs 3:9-10 deal with finances. Proverbs 3:11-12 deal with chastisement, which God gives to keep our walk balanced with Him as He blessings us in our heart, mind, body and finances. 

In addition, we see the law of sowing and reaping in all of these verses. When we sow by diligently obeying God's Word ( Proverbs 3:1), we reap a harvest of manifold blessings ( Proverbs 3:2). We sow in the spirit realm in order to reap right relationships ( Proverbs 3:3-4). We sow in the soulish realm in order to have a sound mind for making right decisions ( Proverbs 3:5-6). We sow in the physical realm to reap good health Proverbs 3:7-8). We sow in the material realm in order to reap material prosperity Proverbs 3:9-10). Galatians 6:8 illustrates the fact that we can sow either in the spirit realm or in the carnal, fleshly realm.

Galatians 6:8, "For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."

A careful examination of Proverbs 3:27-34 will reveal to us how it is related to this passage in Proverbs 3:1-12. Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance. Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil", or "depart from strife". We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife. Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions. Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word.

a) A General Summary of Wisdom's Blessings ( Proverbs 3:1-2) - Proverbs 3:1-2 give us the blessings of wisdom in a nutshell. When we sow by diligently obeying God's Word ( Proverbs 3:1), we reap a harvest of manifold blessings ( Proverbs 3:2). These blessings will be discussed in more depth in Proverbs 3:3-10. A good illustration of a man in the Scriptures that was blessed in all of these areas of his life is Abraham ( Genesis 24:1).

Genesis 24:1, "And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things."

b) Wisdom and Its Blessings in Relationships: Wisdom Blesses the Man Spiritually ( Proverbs 3:3-4) - Proverbs 3:3-4 focuses upon the spirit of man and how God's blessings affect him in this realm. When his heart is right with God his relationships with others becomes blessed. 

Wisdom will teach us how to walk in love and faithfulness in relationships with both God and man. Mercy and truth proceed from a pure heart. This conduct of walking with a pure heart will bring us into places of favor and honor in our relationships with other people. 

Proverbs 3:3-4 mentions receiving favor from both God and man for a reason. This is because God is watching how we conduct ourselves with our fellow man. If we walk in love towards others, God will favor us with His blessings ( Proverbs 19:17; Proverbs 21:21, Matthew 6:14; Matthew 7:1-2). 

Proverbs 19:17, "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD and that which he hath given will he pay him again."

Proverbs 21:21, "He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour."

Matthew 6:14, "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:"

Matthew 7:1-2, "Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye Judges , ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again."

Also, if we walk closely with the Lord in divine wisdom and with His anointing, people will take notice as they did with Joseph and Daniel , thus favoring them above other ( Proverbs 4:9).

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

It is impossible to separate our relation with God from our relationships with man. All human relationships are related in some way to our relationship with God. Thus, the favor and understanding that is a result of these relationships are related to God and man.

c) Wisdom and its blessings in Decision-making: Wisdom Blesses the Man Mentally ( Proverbs 3:5-6) - As wisdom will teach us how to prosper in our relationships in Proverbs 3:3-4, wisdom will teach us how to find God"s purpose and will for our lives as we learn to trust Him in every area of our lives. These two verses are telling us to renew our minds with the Word of God so that we will be able to make wise decisions. We are to find God's will in everything that we do so that He can prosper us exceedingly. 

Romans 12:2, "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

d) Wisdom and its blessings in Health: Wisdom Blesses the Man Physically ( Proverbs 3:7-8) - Wisdom will teach us how to have a long life if we will fear the Lord and keep His commandment. The reason that the phrase "depart from evil" is used in Proverbs 3:7 as a condition living a long life in Proverbs 3:8 is because the context of chapters 1-9 refers to the path of wisdom verses the path of the evil man. The voice of wisdom will help us avoid the paths of evil that have cut off the life of many victims. Proverbs 22:3 tells us that a wise man will see danger ahead and will turn from it and save his life, but the fool, in his blindness, will walk right into danger.

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished."

e) Wisdom and its Blessings in Prosperity: Wisdom Blesses the Man Financially ( Proverbs 3:9-10) - Wisdom will teach us how to prosper in our material possessions as we learn to give to Him first. The principle here is clearly the law of sowing and reaping. As we give generously, we will receive in abundance. God wants our hearts to put him first ( Proverbs 3:3-4) so that we will renew our minds to think like Him ( Proverbs 3:5-6) and so that we can live a long life ( Proverbs 3:7-8) and be able to gain financial wealth ( Proverbs 3:9-10).

f) Wisdom and its Blessings in Chastisement ( Proverbs 3:11-12) - Wisdom will teach us how to endure God"s chastening and discipline in our lives, so that we will be pleasing in His sight. These verses naturally follow Proverbs 3:3-6, where we see that God instructs us in every area of our lives. In this path of instruction for spiritual, mental, physical, and material prosperity, God will have to correct us at times as His children. If we stay on the path that leads to life, we too will have to endure correction. It is a part of the process that leads to success and prosperity.

Proverbs 6:23, "For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:"

2. Wisdom's priority ( Proverbs 3:13-18) - Proverbs 3:13-18 repeat more extensively the brief summary of blessings that is given in Proverbs 3:1-2. However, this passage emphasizes the priority of wisdom over earthly wisdom. 

3. Wisdom's divine power and divine plan ( Proverbs 3:19-20) - After Proverbs 3:1-18 deals with wisdom"s role in bringing God"s blessings to mankind, Proverbs 3:19-20 reveals that wisdom plays a similar a role in the rest of God"s creation. It is by wisdom that God"s creation, both heaven and earth, will conform to God"s eternal purpose and plan. Since man is the peak of God"s creation, Proverbs 3:1-6 come before Proverbs 3:19-20, but in much more detail. 

4. Thru wisdom man decides his destiny ( Proverbs 3:21-26) - If God's divine wisdom determines the destiny of His creation ( Proverbs 3:19-20), then so is our destiny determined by the wisdom that operates in our lives. Thus, in verses Proverbs 20:21-26 we see that through Wisdom of Solomon , every person decides his or her own destiny in life. A person decides the success of his or her relationships, direction, physical health and financial prosperity. Our destiny is not in the hands of fate, our parents, our friends, nor circumstances. Destiny lies in the hands of each individual. 

Wisdom offers security. This passage tells us that everyone decides his or her own destiny, in their relationships with others, in the renewing of their minds, in their health, and in their financial prosperity. It also tells us that there is not a circumstance in this life that has the power to remove our peace. This is why Paul refers to God's peace as passing beyond all understanding in the natural ( Philippians 4:7). This is because it is supernatural.

Philippians 4:7, "And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

5. Wisdom's principles of walking in love with our neighbors ( Proverbs 3:27-35) - Finally, Proverbs 3:27-35 reveals to us that it by walking in wisdom with our neighbor that we will inherit the glory that God intended for us, which is our destiny, and we will be delivered from God"s wrath that comes upon the wicked.

As a summary of chapter three, we see that the path of wisdom will lead us to spiritual, mental, physical and material blessings ( Proverbs 3:1-18). If God uses wisdom to determine the destiny of His creation ( Proverbs 3:19-20), so do our choices determine our own destiny ( Proverbs 3:21-26) as we learn to walk in wisdom with our neighbour ( Proverbs 3:27-35). 

Therefore, this passage of Scripture gives us the manifold aspects of wisdom. It is like the light that reflects through a beautiful diamond. A diamond has many different sides that reflect different colors of the rainbow. A diamond is able to show us the many different colors of light. Yet, each color reflected from this diamond is a part of the same light beam. In comparison, wisdom has many different colors, or dimensions. Yet, together, this passage shows us a wisdom that is perfect and complete. Complete wisdom is learning to apply all of these verses to our lives, so that the blessings of God will be evident in every area of life. Only then will we be able to fulfill the eternal destiny that God has created us for as a part of His overall plan for His eternal creation.

A careful examination of this passage of Scripture will reveal to us how it is related to the opening passage of this chapter. Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance. Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil," or "depart from strife." We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife. Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions. Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word. The final verse of this passage, Proverbs 3:35, tells us that we can choose between two destinies, according to how we sow in the areas of spirit, mind, body and finances.

a) Illustration of Sowing Financially (Your Testimony of Prosperity: Your Neighbour Will See your Blessings and Ask) ( Proverbs 3:27-28) - Your neighbour will see the blessings of God in your life and will desire those same things for himself. You will be able to lend unto many and borrow from none ( Deuteronomy 28:12). You will be able to tell him how he can have the same by serving the Lord. Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance.

Deuteronomy 28:12, "The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow."

b) Illustration of Sowing Physically (Your Testimony of Self-control: Do Not Get into Strife with Your Neighbour) ( Proverbs 3:29-30) -- Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil," or "depart from strife." We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife.

c) Illustration of Sowing Mentally (Your Testimony of Mental Acuteness) ( Proverbs 3:31-32) - Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions.

d) Illustration of Sowing Spiritually (Your Testimony of Humility) ( Proverbs 3:33-34) - Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word.

e) Glory or Shame ( Proverbs 3:35) - Proverbs 3:35 summarizes the outcome of two journeys in life. For those who pursue Wisdom of Solomon , they will be promoted to glory and praise from God and men. For those who reject Wisdom of Solomon , they will be brought low with shame.

D. The Three Paths of Wisdom ( Proverbs 4:1-27) - Once we receive the call from wisdom in chapter 1, and are shown how to answer this call in chapter 2, and what blessings come as a result of answering the call of wisdom in chapter Proverbs 3:1-18, and the power of wisdom to establish our destinies ( Proverbs 3:19-35), we then take a journey of two destinies. We will first learn how wisdom transforms our lives and destines us to an abundant life ( Proverbs 4:1-27), and then see how the rejection of wisdom will destine us to destruction ( Proverbs 5:1 to Proverbs 7:27). This section will show us how wisdom is processed in our lives from the perspective of the spirit, the soul and the body of man. Wisdom will transform our hearts ( Proverbs 4:1-9), renew our minds ( Proverbs 4:10-19) and direct our bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27); or, as is stated in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, wisdom sanctifies our whole spirit, soul, and body.

1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Our heart must first embrace and exalt Wisdom of Solomon , then our minds can be renewed, and finally our bodies can be directed to follow God's Word by our willingness to serve God rather than follow man. This is the progression of events that wisdom takes in the process of transformation our lives. Thus, wisdom is able to transform us into the image of a perfect Prayer of Manasseh , who was created in the image of God.

In each of these three paths of wisdom for transforming our lives, a common procedure is repeated. Each path begins with a command to receive instruction and not to forget it ( Proverbs 4:1-2; Proverbs 4:10; Proverbs 4:20). 

Proverbs 4:1-2, "Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law."

Proverbs 4:10, "Hear, O my Song of Solomon , and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many."

Proverbs 4:20, "My Song of Solomon , attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings."

The Word of God must not only be received, it must be able to abide and take root in our lives in order to transform us. The procedures for doing this are found in chapter four and are simple for anyone to follow. Procedures are a way of life. For example, as a manager of Lighthouse Television, I have written an operations manual. This is a set of procedures for each department in the studio. When I hire someone, I teach that person the procedures for their department. God has also given to us procedures to follow in developing our lives spiritually, mentally and physically.

There is an outward manifestation in our lives when each of these processes takes effect. A person with a transformed heart ( Proverbs 4:1-9) will manifest a "crown of glory" ( Proverbs 4:9). In other words, this person will have a peace and anointing about him that others can see. For those who have a renewed mind ( Proverbs 4:10-19), their lives reflect someone who is able to make wise decisions in which they do not stumble ( Proverbs 4:12; Proverbs 4:18). Those who allow the Word of God to direct their bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27) will be manifest as those who live a long and health life ( Proverbs 4:22). In contrast, people who are not walking with an outward peace and anointing, with the ability to make wise decision, and walking in a life of health reveal that they have not allowed God's Word to enter their hearts and change their lives.

If we could find a parallel passage to Proverbs 4:1-27 in the New Testament it would be 2 Peter 1:2-11 which tells us that through God's Word we become partakers of His divine nature.

2 Peter 1:3-4, "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."

Note the following summary:

1. The Path of Wisdom as It Transforms the Heart ( Proverbs 4:1-9) - Proverbs 4:1-9 tells us how wisdom will transform our heart. In addition, Proverbs 4:10-19 tells us how wisdom renews our minds and Proverbs 4:20-27 tells us how wisdom directs our bodies. Thus, wisdom sanctifies our whole bodies to become like Jesus, our Saviour and Lord.

Whatever a man gives his attention to, his heart follows. Proverbs 12:27 tells us that the substance, or wealth, of a diligent man is precious. 

Proverbs 12:27, "The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious."

Therefore, when we take great pains to search for wisdom ( Proverbs 4:1-6), the treasure that we find becomes precious to us. This means that our heart becomes attached to this treasure. 

The path of wisdom that transforms our heart is the path of searching always for the hidden treasures of wisdom that are found in God"s Word. This will transform our hearts to a place of exalting the wisdom that we find hidden in the Scriptures ( Proverbs 4:7-8). These truths will become the most important things in our lives. In this experience, the grace and glory of God will emanate from our lives ( Proverbs 4:9).

A close study of this passage of Scripture will reveal a progression of events in the transformation of our hearts. The words of wisdom are given to us ( Proverbs 4:2) because of His great love for us ( Proverbs 4:3). We are told to humble our hearts in order to receive these teachings ( Proverbs 4:4). Allow these teachings to remain in our hearts ( Proverbs 4:5). Then a love will develop in our hearts for the things of God ( Proverbs 4:6). With this growing love for God"s Word, it will become the most important thing in our lives ( Proverbs 4:7). We will begin to seek God"s Word first in our lives in all matters and situations. As God"s Word becomes our priority, we will exalt it above all other things ( Proverbs 4:8). This practice will change our character until wisdom will grace our outward appearance as a crown of beauty ( Proverbs 4:9).

2. The Path of Wisdom as It Renews the Mind ( Proverbs 4:10-19) - The previous passage of Scripture ( Proverbs 4:1-9) tells us how wisdom will transform our heart, Proverbs 4:10-19 tells us how wisdom renews our minds. We will then see in the next passage ( Proverbs 4:20-27) how wisdom directs our bodies. Thus, wisdom sanctifies our whole bodies to become like Jesus, our Saviour and Lord.

Making daily decisions can be likened to walking down a path. When we have received God"s Word ( Proverbs 4:10) and have been taught in His ways ( Proverbs 4:11), our decisions will keep us from falling ( Proverbs 4:12). We will begin to learn to cling to the right decisions ( Proverbs 4:13) and abhor the wrong decisions ( Proverbs 4:17). This path of wisdom will become clearer each day in our minds as we walk in the light of God"s Word ( Proverbs 4:18-19). We will be able to make better decisions with much more insight as the years go by. 

3. The Path of Wisdom as It Directs the Body ( Proverbs 4:20-27) - The previous passages of Scripture in this chapter tells us how wisdom transforms our hearts ( Proverbs 4:1-9) and how wisdom renews our minds ( Proverbs 4:10-19). We then see in this passage ( Proverbs 4:20-27) how the human body is moved and directed by wisdom. Thus, wisdom sanctifies our whole bodies to become like Jesus, our Saviour and Lord.

This passage of Scripture shows a progression in how the human being receives information, processes it and acts on it. For example, when we receive either wisdom or folly into our ears ( Proverbs 4:20 b) and our eyes ( Proverbs 4:21 a), it enters into our heart. Jesus said that it is what enters a man that defiles a Prayer of Manasseh , and not what comes out. 

Matthew 15:10-11, "And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

If wisdom is received into the heart of man through the eyes and ears ( Proverbs 4:20-21), it brings health to our bodies ( Proverbs 4:22). For this reason, we are to guard what we see and hear, and thus, guard our heart ( Proverbs 4:23). What is in our heart comes forth out of our mouth ( Proverbs 4:24). Jesus said that out of the abundance of the heart, the man speaks ( Luke 6:45).

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

What we say with our mouth determines how we see with our eyes ( Proverbs 4:25). What we fix our eyes upon, our feet with follow ( Proverbs 4:26-27). One preacher said that our thinking affects our believing, and our believing affects our actions. Our actions affects our receiving.

This passage explains to us how the human body is moved and controlled by wisdom. Thus, we now realize how God has given us our five "sense gates," which are seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and touching, in order to receive information around us and to process it. Within the context of these passages, we receive most of our information that guides our daily decisions through our eyes and ears. How careful we must be in what we allow ourselves to receive into our souls through these two important sense gates of the body.

E. The Three Paths to Destruction ( Proverbs 5:1 to Proverbs 6:11) - Once we receive the call from wisdom in chapter 1, and are shown how to find it in chapter 2, and what blessings come as a result of answering the call of wisdom in chapter 3, and we learn how wisdom transforms our lives in chapter 4, both spirit, soul and body, we are then shown how sin enters our lives and transforms us in chapter Proverbs 5:1 through Proverbs 6:11. Sin will first enter our hearts ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it will corrupt our minds ( Proverbs 6:1-5) and finally, it will defile our bodies ( Proverbs 6:6-11).

Proverbs 5:1 thru Proverbs 6:11 can be entitled "The Three Paths to Destruction." This passage of Scripture gives us warnings about some of the most common paths of destruction that people fall into. Man"s heart can lead him into bondage through the path of the adulteress ( Proverbs 5:1-23). Man"s lack of understanding can bring him into bondage because of his tongue, which is coming into agreement with the wisdom of this world ( Proverbs 6:1-5). Man"s body can bring him into the bondage of poverty through slothfulness ( Proverbs 6:6-11). We are taken behind the scenes to see the fearful end of those who follow these three deceitful paths.

Just as the three paths of wisdom manifest themselves in the lives of those who follow her path, so does the fool show outward manifestations of the path that he is on. 

Heart- If a person with a transformed heart ( Proverbs 4:1-9) will manifest a "crown of glory" ( Proverbs 4:9) with an outward peace and anointing, then the corrupted heart of the person who is on the path of adultery ( Proverbs 5:1-23) is manifested by being in bondage to sins ( Proverbs 5:22). 

Mind- For those who have a renewed mind ( Proverbs 4:10-19), their lives reflect someone who is able to make wise decisions in which they do not stumble ( Proverbs 4:12; Proverbs 4:18). But those with a corrupted mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5) will be manifested as a person who cannot make sure decisions, but is constantly agreeing to things to please others ( Proverbs 6:1-2). 

Body- Those who allow the Word of God to direct their bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27) will be manifest as those who live a long and health life ( Proverbs 4:22). In contrast, those who do not yield their bodies to serve the Lord become people who indulge in fleshly passions, which addictions cause a person to become a sluggard ( Proverbs 5:6-11). This is manifested as poverty ( Proverbs 6:11), which will be seen in the life of the sluggard.

As we step back and evaluate the lessons that we have learned thus far, we find a common factor in each of these sections. They all begin with wisdom calling us to take heed to God's Words. Every one of these sections, the three paths of wisdom as well as the three paths of the fool, all begin with this same charge. This is because when we take time each day to mediate and study God's Word, we allow our minds and hearts to become established in the truth so that we will not be deceived by all of the noise from the world. 

1. The Heart of Man: The Path of Adultery ( Proverbs 5:1-23) - This passage of Scripture deals with the first of three paths that sin takes in defiling a person. Sin first enters the heart ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it corrupts the mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5), and finally, it defiles the body ( Proverbs 6:6-11).

We must keep God's Word foremost in our lives ( Proverbs 5:1-2) because the path of the adulteress appears pleasant ( Proverbs 5:3), but its end is bitter ( Proverbs 5:4), her ways lead to death ( Proverbs 5:5), and are unpredictable ( Proverbs 5:6). We must stay far from this path ( Proverbs 5:7-8), lest we be snared and ruined ( Proverbs 5:9-14). You can avoid this path by staying close to your wife ( Proverbs 5:15-20) and this is the remedy that God has given us to avoid the fate of the fool. God knows how easily a man is ensnared in the trap of the adulteress and His judgment will follow ( Proverbs 5:21-23).

a) The Path of Adultery Leads to Poverty and Destruction ( Proverbs 5:1-14) - Proverbs 5:1-14 gives us a warning about giving our years of labour to the adulteress. The adulteress also represents the love of this world. Therefore, when we follow our own selfish path of worldliness, we depart from God"s plan for our lives. In doing this, we will one day sit down in sorrow on Judgment Day and mourn, saying, "How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof." ( Proverbs 5:12); for we will be rewarded on how far we have finished God"s plan for our lives, and not for what we have accomplished for ourselves.

The verses in this passage speak to us in pairs, our couplets, being Proverbs 5:1-14. Proverbs 5:1-2 tell us to seek wisdom so that we will speak from a heart of wisdom. Proverbs 5:3-4 tell us the trap of seduction from a woman"s lips that appear so pleasant and contrasts it with the horrible results of being led into seduction. Proverbs 5:5-6 tell us this seduction will lead down the path of death and not the path of life. Proverbs 5:7-8 tell us to stay near the path of wisdom and far from her path. Proverbs 5:9-10 tell us that our honour, our life, our wealth and our strength will be lost if we follow the path of the strange woman. Proverbs 5:11-14 give the words of a man consumed with grief.

i) Maintain Wisdom as a Priority ( Proverbs 5:1-2) - Proverbs 5:1-2 tells us to seek wisdom so that we will understand what is going on around us and speak from a heart of wisdom.

ii) The Lips of Seduction ( Proverbs 5:3-4) - Proverbs 5:3-5 tells us that the trap of seduction are found in the lips of a strange woman. Something that appears so pleasant desirous ( Proverbs 5:3) is contrasted with the horrible results of being led into seduction ( Proverbs 5:4).

In Solomon's day, there was nothing sweeter than honey or smoother than oil. There was nothing more bitter than wormwood. Yet the lips of a whore are sweeter and smoother than honey and oil. The sweetness of the lips appeals to our sense of taste. The smoothness of oil appeals to our sense of touch. Song of Solomon , the adulteress is appealing to man's five sense gates. She is attempting to get in and capture his heart. 

The battleground is the mind. It is through the mind that the heart is captured. The spoils of the victor are the wealth of a person whose heart and mind have led him down a path of bondage to sin; for whoever controls his heart gains his wealth. For a man will give his strength and wealth for what he holds dear. This is a daily battle that we must fight as long as we live in this mortal body of ours. Now the strange woman knows that she has to enter a man's mind and heart through his five sense gates; for she has been learning these rules of warfare from her youth. Thus, she speaks soft words to his ears, she beautifies herself for his eyes, she prepares her lips so that he will desire their taste and touch, and she will apply perfume to appeal to his sense of smell. There is no entrance gate that she will leave unattended. Proverbs 7:26 will tell us that "she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her."

iii) The Strange Woman Leads a Man to Hell With Her Unpredictable Decisions ( Proverbs 5:5-6) - Proverbs 5:5-6 tell us this seduction will lead down the path of death and not the path of life, and that it is an unpredictable path to follow.

iv) Stay on the Path of Wisdom of Solomon , and Far from the Path of the Strange Woman ( Proverbs 5:7-8) - Proverbs 5:7-8 tell us to stay on the path of wisdom and far from her path. Do not be sidetracked by the lures of our senses. We must follow our hearts where the voice of wisdom is heard.

v) The Man who Follow the Strange Woman will Give Her His Honour, Labour, and Wealth ( Proverbs 5:9-10) - Proverbs 5:9-10 tell us that our honour, our life, our wealth and our strength will be lost if we follow the path of the strange woman and ignore the warnings of wisdom. We are told in other verses in Proverbs that riches, honour, life and health are the blessings of wisdom ( Proverbs 3:16).

Proverbs 3:16, "Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour."

The path of death will cause us to lose all of these blessings, spiritual, mental, physical and financial. Solomon looked upon Pharaoh's daughter and pondered her beauty, but it was a setup, a trap that Solomon thought he could discern and avoid.

vi) The Words of Grief from the Fool ( Proverbs 5:11-14) - Proverbs 5:11-14 give voice to the words of a man consumed with grief. It is only in the midst of utter despair that a fool will finally admit his errors. In other words, when your body is used up, you grieve and realize how much you have wasted your life and hated the instruction of God. It is only when the fool has no more strength to continue in his foolishness does he stop to consider his condition. Only when judgment becomes unbearable will the fool finally sit down and acknowledge his sin.

God has a way of taking a person through judgment that intensifies until a person repents. At this time, God is more concerned about his eternal soul than his temporal gain. We see a series of increasing judgments in the book of Revelation as God gives the world a final opportunity to repent before the Second Coming of the Lord. However, in chapter 19 of the book of Revelation there are those who do not repent because of the hardness of their hearts.

b) The Remedy: A Happy Marriage ( Proverbs 5:15-19) - This passage is describing the institution of holy matrimony. Marriage is called a well of water, running waters, fountains, rivers of waters, a loving hin and a pleasant roe. Water refreshes the soul, and sex refreshes the flesh; but genuine love in marriage refreshes the spirit, soul and body.

The pleasures of marriage outweigh the pleasures of fornication. The remedy for avoiding the strange woman is to pay attention to Wisdom of Solomon , staying far from the house of the adulteress, and focus on your wife as God"s source of satisfaction.

c) The Punishment for Adultery ( Proverbs 5:20-23) - Proverbs 5:20-23 gives us a preview of the punishment awaiting those who go down the path of adultery.

2. The Mind of Man: The Path of the Loose Tongue ( Proverbs 6:1-5) - Sin first enters the heart ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it corrupts the mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5), and finally, it defiles the body ( Proverbs 6:6-11). 

Proverbs 5:1-23 shows the path of the adulteress as it defiles the heart. This passage ( Proverbs 6:1-5) will show the path of the loose tongue. It is this loose tongue that will bring a man into bondage by making bad decisions. Proverbs 6:6-11 will show the path of the sluggard as it destroys the life of a man.

Once the heart is corrupted, then the mind of man and his tongue become defiled. Note:

Matthew 15:11, "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

Therefore, Proverbs 6:1-5 deals with the issue of making rash promises in order to please friends, who are really not friends, but rather, strangers. Decisions bring us into relationships with others. This is represented by the handshake in Proverbs 6:1. All decisions affect others. This passage of Scripture teaches us that if you find yourself making promises that you cannot keep, make every effort to deliver yourself from these promises. 

One verse that could summarize the theme of this passage found in 2 Corinthians 6:14. 

2 Corinthians 6:14, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"

We are not to be in covenants and agreements with others when it is unhealthy and not Scripturally founded. We should examine all of our commitments with others, with friends and organizations. We should lay aside those that do not please the Lord. We should find God's plan for our lives and give our energies to those activities that God has ordained that we walk in.

3. The Physical Body of Man: The Path of the Sluggard ( Proverbs 6:6-11) - Sin first enters the heart ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it corrupts the mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5), and finally, it defiles the body ( Proverbs 6:6-11). This explains why Jesus taught that it was not what went into the mouth that defiled the Prayer of Manasseh , but that which came out of the mouth that defiled him.

Matthew 15:11, "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

Proverbs 5:1-23 shows the path of the adulteress as it defiles the heart. Proverbs 6:1-5 shows the path of the loose tongue as it defiles the mind. Proverbs 6:6-11 will show the path of the sluggard as it destroys the life of a man. Thus, the theme of this passage is that the path of laziness will destroy a man by bringing him to poverty.

F. The Characteristics of the Wicked ( Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27) - Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27 is a lengthy passage of Scripture deals with the characteristics of evil people, both the wicked man and the adulteress. This passage of Scripture teaches us about the nature of earthly Wisdom of Solomon , which is described as "earthly, sensual and devilish" ( James 3:15).

James 3:15, "This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish."

As we step back and evaluate the lessons that we have learned thus far, we find a common factor in each of these sections. They all begin with wisdom calling us to take heed to God's Words. Every one of these sections, the three paths of wisdom as well as the three paths of the fool, all begin with this came charge. This is because when we take time each day to mediate and study God's Word, we allow our minds and hearts to become established in the truth so that we will not be deceived by all of the noise from the world. 

1. The Characteristics of the Wicked Man ( Proverbs 6:12-19) - This passage gives the characteristics of the wicked man.

2. The Characteristics of the Adulteress ( Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27) - Note that we have just finished a passage on the characteristics of the wicked man ( Proverbs 6:12-19). Now we have a lengthy passage of Scripture that deals with the characteristics of the adulteress ( Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27). We have been given a brief glimpse of her characteristics in Proverbs 2:16-19; Proverbs 5:3-6. Now the Preacher is going to give his students a full revelation through this lengthy discourse on a personality that invades every leader's life.

Once King David taught Solomon about the severe consequences of adultery ( Proverbs 6:20-35), which he himself had experienced, he then takes his son out on the streets to show him how the adulteress works ( Proverbs 7:1-27). We can identify her method of seduction by contrasting it to the holy wedding ceremony of the bride and the groom found in Song of Solomon 3:6 to Song of Solomon 5:1. The adulteress woos her victims by presenting herself in seductive clothing ( Proverbs 7:9-12), while the bridegroom presents himself in all of his wealth and glory ( Song of Solomon 3:6-11). The groom displays his strength and wealth, while the adulteress displays her appearance. While the bridegroom sings a love song to his bride ( Song of Solomon 4:1-15), the adulteress romances her victim with words of seduction ( Proverbs 7:13-20). Finally, the wedding is consummated in the marriage bed ( Song of Solomon 4:16 to Song of Solomon 5:1), while the adulteress lures her victim into the bed of adultery ( Proverbs 7:21-23). The outcome of the marriage bed is rest and fulfillment of God's divine plan for two individuals, while the outcome of adultery is destruction.

a) The Effects of the Word of God upon our Spirit Man ( Proverbs 6:20-23) - Before Solomon takes us out into the street to see the behaviour of the adulteress, he gives us the remedy and means to avoid her seduction. We must first spend time with the Lord and in His Word in order to strengthen us. Proverbs 6:20-23 tells us that if we will place the Word of God into our hearts that it will speak to us. 

b) The Cunning Devises of the Adulteress ( Proverbs 6:24 to Proverbs 7:27) - The adulteress is cunning and crafty. She seeks the life of her victim. She has a goal and she knows how to reach her goal, which is to gain a man's wealth even when it costs him his life. She knows that to get a man's wealth, she has to first win his heart. If she can take his heart, she knows that he will give his strength to fulfill the passions of his heart. He will yield his strength to obtain the wealth that is needed to bring him the desires of his heart. Thus, she gets him to use his strength to yield his wealth to her. He will be brought to a piece of bread and even give his life when he is bound in service to the adulteress. She understands this principle because she has tested it from her youth. From the time that men started noticing her she started testing her boundaries and her power of seduction. She knows how to use her secret strength called seduction. With it she can force the strongest of men to yield their wealth to her.

Let us follow this procedure of seduction. Her goal is to win his heart by means of enticement and seduction. She must first gain control over his mind. With control over his mind she can control his will. With control over his will she will capture his heart, which will lead him to use his strength to gain his wealth. She will not turn loose until she has brought him to a piece of bread and taken away his life.

The battle begins with an attempt to enter the man's mind. The entrances into the mind are through the five sense-gates of hearing, seeing, touching, tasting and smelling. This is the way God created man. The adulteress first uses her tongue to get the attention of her victim, and by flattery she enter the sense-gate of hearing ( Proverbs 6:24, Proverbs 7:10). Her words are loud and persistent ( Proverbs 7:11) and she does not give up easily. She can then enter the sense-gate of the eyes by dressing to reveal her fleshly body ( Proverbs 6:25). She knows from experience that few men will turn their eyes away from her fleshly beauty. This is why she must leave her domestic duties and go out into the streets ( Proverbs 7:12). Once she has gained access to his mind through the sense gates of hearing and seeing, she grabs him to arouse the sense-gate of touch ( Proverbs 7:13). With a bold kiss she enters the sense-gate of taste ( Proverbs 7:13). Her perfume arouses the sense-gate of smell with which she has also prepared her bed ( Proverbs 7:17). 

With all five-sense gates aroused the simple man has no strength to resist. It takes a man of God to walk away from that situation. It takes a man who has already made the decision to say no. She has now captured his mind and moves into the next phase of seduction, which is reason. She speaks to him and convinces him with lying lips that he has captured her heart ( Proverbs 7:14-15), when the opposite is actually true. With her persistence and her reason she forces him to yield ( Proverbs 7:16-21). He loses his sense of reason and yields himself to her reason, becoming blind to the fact that it will cost him his life ( Proverbs 7:22-23). She has now captured his mind. With time in the bed of adultery she intends on taking her victim into the next phase, which is to capture his heart. Once she has his heart, she will be able to direct his paths and ultimately gain his wealth.

In a similar way, wisdom asks for our hearts also. Because once wisdom has our hearts, she can lead us down the path that brings us blessings in every area of our lives.

i) The Shame of Falling Prey to the Adulteress ( Proverbs 6:24-35) - Proverb 6:24-35 gives a brief description of the allurements of the adulteress and the shame a man incurs when yielding to her enticements.

ii) Exhortation to Put God's Word Before our Eyes ( Proverbs 7:1-5) - As in Proverbs 6:20-23 we are exhorted again in Proverbs 7:1-5 to place God's Word before us in order to give us the wisdom and strength to avoid the temptations of the strange woman. But this time the emphasis is placed upon putting God's Word before our "eyes" ( Proverbs 7:2) and treat it as our "sister" ( Proverbs 7:4) so that our eyes will not fall upon the adulteress. There is no other remedy that works in this area of our lives to protect us from sexual sins outside of placing God's Word before us.

iii) The Setting: Alluring the Five Sense-Gates ( Proverbs 7:6-13) - Proverbs 7:6-13 describes the setting in which the story unfolds. The adulteress sees a young man in the street and immediately sets upon him to capture his five sense-gates.

iv) Capturing the Mind ( Proverbs 7:14-21) - After she gets the man's attention by arousing his five sense-gates ( Proverbs 7:10-13) she then has access to his mind ( Proverbs 7:14-21). She now uses reason in an attempt to gain access to his heart. She stimulates his imagination in order to manipulate his reason. This is because our reason follows our imagination. If she can just get him into her bed and spend time with him, she knows that she can win his heart over to her and bring him into bondage with his passion for her. She gains control over his mind in the street, but she wins his heart in the bed. This is why she had prepared her bed so carefully. For this is where the final and most decisive part of her seduction will take place. Once she captures his heart, she gains access to his strength, which will yield up its wealth to her; for this material gain was her destination.

Just as wisdom teaches us that we must first renew our mind and let God's Word be hidden in our hearts so that we have the wisdom to direct our bodies to walk down the path of life and godliness, so does the adulteress follow the same method of capturing her victim. She first enters his sense gates and captures his mind and imagination on the street. She then captures his heart in the bed. They she is able to direct his body to yield up its strength and wealth to her. For this process of renewing the mind, transforming the heart, and directing the body is how we are created, and it works for the purpose of doing good, or for doing evil.

v) Controlling the Heart ( Proverbs 7:22-23) - Having allured of the young man through his five sense-gates, then capturing his mind, the adulteress takes the final step of controlling the man's heart. He follows her thinking something good is about to take place, when actually, she has deceived him, and intends on taking his wealth and even his very life.

vi) Final Warning ( Proverbs 7:24-27) - In Proverbs 7:24-27 Solomon gives the final warning of the adulteress, stressing the ultimate destruction and damnation of her victims.

G. The Characteristics of Wisdom ( Proverbs 8:1-36) - Proverbs 8:1-36 reveals the characteristics of divine wisdom. We have just had a lengthy passage that identifies the characteristics of earthly wisdom ( Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27). This type of wisdom will now be contrasted with divine wisdom. Now, how do we see the characteristics of Wisdom of Solomon , since she has no physical form? The answer will be found in the way divine wisdom is reflected in the lives of men and women of God in society ( Proverbs 8:1-21). Her character can be found in all aspects of society, wherever people converse and interact with one another ( Proverbs 8:1-5). We learn to listen to the words of others, of those who are speaking words of righteousness ( Proverbs 8:6-8). Thus, wisdom's characteristics are reflected in the lives of people. These words are easy to find to those who seek them above the riches of this world ( Proverbs 8:9-11). Wisdom's character has many different virtues that are reflected in the character of men ( Proverbs 8:12-21). Not only can we find the divine characteristics of wisdom by looking at people in society, but creation itself reflects these noble virtues ( Proverbs 8:22-31). Thus, one should heed her call and not reject it ( Proverbs 8:32-36).

In contrast, Proverbs 6:12 thru Proverbs 7:27 has just given to us the characteristics of the foolish so that we can compare them. The call of wisdom can be contrasted to the call of the adulteress. Just as the adulteress called out to those passing by ( Proverbs 7:6-13 a), so does wisdom cry out in Proverbs 8:1-4. Just as the adulteress entices the fool with descriptions of her lustful entertainment ( Proverbs 7:13 b-21), so does wisdom attract us by telling us about her blessings ( Proverbs 8:5-21). While wisdom opens her heart to us and reveals her true character ( Proverbs 8:22-31), the adulteress hides her true intents, for she cares not about the well-being of her victims. The adulteress only wishes to satisfy her own lusts. As wisdom urges us to choose life and warns us about death ( Proverbs 8:32-36), the adulteress gives no warning until the victim loses his life ( Proverbs 7:22-23).

1. Wisdom's Character is Found in the Lives of People in Society ( Proverbs 8:1-21) - In this passage, we again see the call of wisdom as she cries out in the open places for men to follow her. Wisdom's call to passersby can be contrasted to the call of the adulteress in Proverbs 7:6-13 a. However, for those who heed her call will their hearts and ears be opened to see the voice of wisdom in the lives of men and women of God. Wisdom's character has many different virtues that are reflected in the lives of people around us. We can find wisdom in the hearts, minds, strength and wealth of others. 

a) Wisdom Calls in the Open Places to Everyone ( Proverbs 8:1-5) - Wisdom's character can be found in all aspects of society ( Proverbs 8:1-5), for she calls in the open places to everyone. According to this passage, wisdom is found where people converse. Note in Proverbs 8:3 that the gates of the city were a place where the elders met to made laws and judge those laws. It was a place where wisdom was heard daily. Since wisdom has no physical aspect, we find her reflected in the lives of the people in our society.

Note how wisdom cries out in Proverbs 8:1-3, as well as in Proverbs 1:20-21. Proverbs 8:2-3 describes the most common places where people gather. Life is a classroom. There is much to learn by observing and interacting with people. It is in this environment that wisdom speaks.

Proverbs 1:20-21, "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,"

b) The Characteristics of Wisdom (Her Words) ( Proverbs 8:6-8) - You will not find wickedness and perverseness on the lips of the wise. You will only hear them speaking truth and righteousness. We learn to find wisdom by listening to the words of others, of those who are speaking words of righteousness ( Proverbs 8:6-8). Thus, wisdom's characteristics are reflected in the lives of people. The first characteristic that reveals wisdom is in the words that wisdom speaks. This is similar to the first description of the wicked man and the adulteress, whose descriptions also begin with their words ( Proverbs 6:12; Proverbs 7:5).

Proverbs 6:12, "A naughty person, a wicked Prayer of Manasseh , walketh with a froward mouth."

Proverbs 7:5, "That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words."

c) Wisdom Is Found by Those Whose Hearts Seek Her First ( Proverbs 8:9-11) - Wisdom is easy to find to those who have trained their minds to know the characteristics of wisdom ( Proverbs 8:8). If we will receive God's Word with an open heart ( Proverbs 8:9) and make it a priority ( Proverbs 8:10), we will be able to find it. 

The characteristics of wisdom are easy to find for those who seek them above the riches of this world. Riches are not wrong to possess. It is just wrong to pursue riches above wisdom. The pursuit of wisdom should be our priority. For when we find Wisdom of Solomon , we will receive the other blessings of riches. In a few verses, we will learn that when we pursue Wisdom of Solomon , it will bring to us substance and treasures ( Proverbs 8:21).

Proverbs 8:21, "That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures."

d) Wisdom is Found in Those With Mental Acuteness ( Proverbs 8:12-14) - Men of wisdom have the ability to understand matters in society. They are creative and full of inventions. It is to wise men that people society will seek counsel. 

e) Wisdom Is Found in Those Who Are Strong Pillars of Society ( Proverbs 8:15-17) - Wisdom can been seen in those who hold strong positions in society, in leaders who rule well.

f) Wisdom is Found in Financial Prosperity ( Proverbs 8:18-21) - We will learn that wise men eventually gain wealth. Wisdom can be found in the lives of wealthy men who have put God first. The best examples of this can be seen in the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job , David and Solomon.

2. Wisdom's Divine Characteristics are Reflected in Creation ( Proverbs 8:22-31) - Not only can we find wisdom's characteristics reflected in the lives of people, but we can find it in God's Creation. Proverbs 8:22-31 deals with the eternal nature of wisdom. We are told of its eternal power ( Proverbs 8:22-26) as well as its divine characteristic as godhead ( Proverbs 8:27-31). These two aspects of God's divine character are also mentioned in Romans 1:19-20. 

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

First, the testimony of creation reveals that God is all-powerful and eternal because wisdom existed before the creation of the heavens and the earth. Secondly, the testimony of creation reveals that there is a God who is overseeing His creation as the Godhead. The amazing intricacies of nature tell us that creation has a purpose and a divine Creator who is intervening in His creation to insure that it fulfills its purpose.

In the story of creation ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), we have the testimony of the Father's role as the One who has planned all things. We have the testimony of the Son's role in John 1:1-14 as the Word of God. In this passage in Proverbs 8:22-31, we have the testimony of the Holy Spirit in creation as the Wisdom and Power of God. Thus, Moses, the author of Genesis , received the greatest revelation of the Father regarding His role in creation, while John the apostle, the author of the Gospel of John , received the greatest revelation of Jesus regarding His role in creation. Song of Solomon , the author of Proverbs , received the greatest revelation of the Holy Spirit regarding His role in creation. Note that the book of Genesis is the foundational book of the Old Testament while the book of John is the foundational book of the New Testament. 

The verses in Proverbs 8:22-26 refer to a time before the heavens and the earth were created, back to the beginning of God's "way." In Proverbs 8:27-28 we see a reference to the first two days of creation as the passage contrasts the height and depth of God's creation as He establishes the heavens and the earth. Then in Proverbs 8:29, wisdom refers to the third day of creation in which the land was divided from the sea. In Proverbs 8:30-31, we see a reference to the fourth, fifth and sixth days of creation in which God made all the living creatures.

i) The Testimony of Wisdom's Eternal Power ( Proverbs 8:22-26) - We find from Proverbs 8:22-26 that wisdom is eternal, existing before the worlds were made. We are told that there was a time when the heavens and earth did not exist, an era before they were created. Therefore, according to the book of Proverbs , wisdom existed with God before He began to create anything. When God created, He did so with wisdom by His side ( Proverbs 8:30).

The YLT translates this passage in Proverbs to state that there were former states of the earth, "Jehovah possessed me--the beginning of His way, Before His works since then. From the age I was anointed, from the first, From former states of the earth." ( Proverbs 8:22-23)

The NIV reads, "The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, before his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began." ( Proverbs 8:22-23)

ii) The Testimony of Wisdom's Divine Nature as Godhead ( Proverbs 8:27-31) - It was by wisdom that God created the heavens and the earth. The fact that wisdom was with God in the process of creation supports the fact that God is still overseeing His creation. Thus, wisdom is a part of the Godhead. 

In Proverbs 8:27-28 we see a reference to the first two days of creation as the passage contrasts the height and depth of God's creation as He establishes the heavens and the earth. Then in Proverbs 8:29, wisdom refers to the third day of creation in which the land was divided from the sea. In Proverbs 8:30-31, we see a reference to the fourth, fifth and sixth days of creation in which God made all the living creatures.

3. Choose Life or Death ( Proverbs 8:32-36) - Wisdom has reveals herself in society in the hearts and lives of people ( Proverbs 8:1-21) and she has revealed her eternal power and Godhead in the story of creation ( Proverbs 8:22-31). "Now therefore," one should heed here call and not reject it ( Proverbs 8:32-36). Based upon these truths set forth by Wisdom of Solomon , everyone has a choice of receiving wisdom and her blessings ( Proverbs 8:32-35) or refusing and being cursed ( Proverbs 8:32).

This passage deals with the blessings of wisdom as well as the consequences of rejecting it. Wisdom gives us a choice because God created man with a free will. In contrast, the adulteress presses her victims in order to avoid giving them a choice. This passage tells us that when man hears the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , he must make a choice whether to accept it or to reject it. He cannot remain neutral. In a similar way, just before the children of Israel entered into the Promised Land, Moses set before them the choice of life or death ( Deuteronomy 30:15).

Deuteronomy 30:15, "See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;"

H. Wisdom"s Final Call (Food for the Journey) ( Proverbs 9:1-18) - Proverbs 9:1-18 gives us our final call for the journey by inviting us to dine at the table that wisdom has prepared for us. In this banquet we receive our calling, which is to eat the bread and the wine ( Proverbs 9:5). We know that this bread and wine ultimately represent the broken body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ when He gave His life on Calvary, which gives us access to walk in fellowship with the Father. Thus, in Proverbs 9:5 we receive our divine calling, which is to walk in fellowship with the Father, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit for the Church, and under the Old Covenant, it is through the words of divine wisdom.

Therefore, in this final chapter of preparation, we will revisit the two types of wisdom that man can find in this life: the wisdom of God ( Proverbs 9:1-12) and the wisdom of this world ( Proverbs 9:13-18). These two types of wisdom are personified in this chapter as two women. 

The journey is long, so wisdom now prepares food for this journey. This chapter gives the simple one an invitation to dine from the table of blessing prepared by wisdom ( Proverbs 9:2), or to accept the invitation of the wisdom of this world, personified as the foolish woman ( Proverbs 9:17). We can choose the table of blessings ( Proverbs 9:1-5) or the trap of death ( Proverbs 9:18).

This is the same call that Moses gave to the children of Israel as they were preparing for their journey into the Promised Land. They could choose life or death, blessing or cursing ( Deuteronomy 30:19).

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Moses made this declaration because the children of Israel were about to embark upon a journey that they had never been on before ( Joshua 3:4).

Joshua 3:4, "Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore."

God wanted them to know that they could find the path of blessings if they would pursue His holy commandments, which represents the voice of wisdom.

1. Wisdom"s Invitation to Dine ( Proverbs 9:1-6) - The invitation to dine is given in Proverbs 9:1-6. This invitation to the simple man and to the wise man given in Proverbs 9:1-6 stands in direct contrast to the invitation being given by the harlot in Proverbs 7:6-23; Proverbs 9:13-18.

Why is such a feast given at this part of the preparation. It is because the journey is about to begin in the next chapter. The meat is given to us so that we may find strength for the journey. This meat and drink is to abide in His Word so that we will have food for the entire journey. Note that this is figurative of partaking of the Lord Jesus Christ as seen in John 6:35, "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

2. Fools Reject this Food ( Proverbs 9:7-8) - Proverbs 9:7-9 tells us that wisdom is not for fools, for they will reject it when it is placed before them ( Proverbs 9:7-8). This is food only for the wise man ( Proverbs 9:9-12).

3. Those who Fear God Receive this Food ( Proverbs 9:9-12) - Wisdom is for those who fear God and not for the fool. This platter will serve instruction, teaching, learning and the fear of the Lord. Its dessert will be a sound mind, a long life and prosperity. 

4. Invitation From the Foolish Woman to Dine ( Proverbs 9:13-18) - Proverbs 9:13-17 gives us the final call of the foolish woman to come and dine. This passage also gives wisdom"s final warning before the journey begins ( Proverbs 9:18).

Why would the lengthy introduction of Proverbs 1-9 spend so much time describing and warning the readers about the harlot, both here and in Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27? Perhaps because this is the one area that trapped and deceived Song of Solomon , the wisest man that ever lived. It is one of the areas that most often trap young men.

Conclusion to Proverbs 1:1 to Proverbs 9:18 - Why is this section the longest one in the book of Proverbs? Perhaps the reason lies in the fact that man's daily walk in wisdom requires him to constantly recognize and hear wisdom's call in order to make the right decisions each day. In a similar way, the longest section in the book of Ecclesiastes is the section on indoctrination, which lists practical wisdom to fear God ( Proverbs 7:1 to Proverbs 11:8), since the underlying theme of the book is the keeping of God's commandments in the fear of the Lord. Thus, the Preacher takes the time to list these commandments. 

III. Justification: The Journey to a Place of Rest ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 29:27) - In Proverbs 10-29 we find a new emphasis regarding our spiritual journey in life. We have heard the call of wisdom in the first nine chapters. Now we have to make the choice to follow the path of Wisdom of Solomon , or the path of the fool. It is our decision to pursue wisdom that will justify us before God. Thus, the underlying theme of Proverbs 10-29 is our justification before God the Father, while the final chapter brings us to a place of rest, which is the destination for man's spiritual journey in life.

Throughout Proverbs 10-29 we encounter hundreds of individual proverbs that appear to have no organized arrangement in which they are presented us. This is because in the journey of life, our encounters with the wise man and the fool appear to come in the same random order. However, God has placed all things in His divine order. When we read individual Proverbs , they appear to be randomly assembled, but if we will step back and look at them as a whole or in groups, we can see an order. These proverbs are clearly grouped together by themes, such as a pure heart, the tongue, a long life, and wealth. In the same way, the circumstances that we face in our daily lives appear to have no particular order. We see very little of God's hand in our lives in a single day, but when we step back and look as our lives over the months or years, we very clearly see God's sovereign hand at working in our lives. We recognize that He is divinely orchestrating His purpose and plan for our lives. This is the way that the verses in the book of Proverbs are arranged.

We have seen that Proverbs 1-9, about one third of the book, is man's call to follow the path of wisdom. Thus, about one third of the book of Proverbs is an introduction, or a preparation, for the rest of this book. Why is that so? We know that Solomon was chosen to be the successor to the throne at his birth. Therefore, he received many years of training under King David for this great task. Even today, we spent the first twenty years of our lives going to school and training for a profession, which is about one third of our lives. We spend the next two thirds of our lives building upon these twenty years of preparation. In our lives, we spend the first twenty years in preparation, the next twenty years sowing, and the last twenty years reaping what we have sown. This is why these years seem to be turning points in many people"s lives. This was the pattern in King Solomon"s life of preparation and growing in Wisdom of Solomon , and this is the pattern found in the book of Proverbs. It is important to note that a season of preparation is something that God has designed and instituted in the human life. He created every human being with the capacity to be shaped and molded through a training process. We often use the term "brainwashing" in a negative sense to refer to a person who has been programmed to think in a negative way; but proper training also reprograms the mind and prepares an individual for the tasks of life. Our human make-up of the spirit, soul, and body were designed to receive training before practical application and abundant living can be achieved. 

Although we will study these Proverbs , we will find ourselves falling short of fulfilling them in our everyday lives. None of us has walked flawlessly in obedience to any single proverb. Therefore, each individual proverb reveals God's standard of righteousness, pointing us to Jesus, who alone fulfilled this divine standard in our behalf. In this sense, this collection of proverbs is a collection of redemptive Proverbs , revealing our need for a Redeemer, who alone fulfilled every proverb.

A. Justification: Solomon's First Collection (375 Sayings) 41] ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16) - The first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs serve as an introductory call from wisdom. In this introduction, we are exhorted to hear wisdom"s cry (chapter 1), and we are told how to find wisdom by putting it first in our lives (chapter 2). We are told of the blessings of finding wisdom (chapter 3) in contrast to the dangers of hearkening unto the call of the wicked and the harlot. We are shown how wisdom transforms our lives by learning the three paths of wisdom for the heart, mind and body of man (chapter 4). This is contrasted with three paths of destruction (chapters 5-6). We are shown the characteristics of the wicked man and the adulterous woman (chapters 6-7). Then, we are shown the excellence of wisdom and its characteristics (chapter 8). In conclusion, we have an invitation from wisdom to take food for the journey, with a choice to eat the stolen bread of the adulteress (chapter 9). The better we are able to understand the introduction of Proverbs , the better we will be able to understand its teachings in the rest of the book. 

41] Sailhamer says that there are 375 proverbs in Solomon's First Collection ( to 22:16), which equals the numerical value of Solomon's Hebrew name. In addition, he says there are 611laws listed in the Pentateuch, which equals the numerical value of the Hebrew word "Torah" ( תורה). He adds that the laws listed in the "Covenant Codes" ( Exodus 21:1-23:12) are 42 (7 x 6), which was in intentional multiple of seven. His point is that such numerical coincidences reflect deliberate composition by the ancient Jewish scribes, and concludes that the laws, as well as the statutes, were not intended to be exhaustive. See John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 257.

Once we have chosen the path of Wisdom of Solomon , we are ready to continue on in the book of Proverbs. The next section of this book Isaiah 10:1 thru Proverbs 22:16. This is referred to as Solomon"s First Collection. This section is characterized by the fact that each verse contains individual truths that stand alone. They are practical truths that form a couplet. In chapter 10, we are given the choice to answer wisdom's call to follow her by either obeying her words, or by disobeying her words and becoming the fool.

We now leave our preparation, which is compared to leaving our home and our parents. We now take a path on the journey of life. However, a quick observation of the following chapters shows us a list of randomly collected Proverbs , which have no apparent relationship to one another, unlike the first nine chapters. However, if we look carefully, we will see signposts along this path of life. The introduction of chapters 1-9 began and ended with signposts. These signposts are found in Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10.

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

Proverbs 9:10, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding."

The fear of the Lord will be our signpost throughout the book of Proverbs. The first nine chapters are an introduction, or beginning, to this path of life. This is why these first two signposts use the phrase, "beginning of knowledge and wisdom."

If there is a beginning, then there is a journey; and if a journey, then a destination. These signposts will take us to our destination, which is to become like our Lord and Saviour, Christ Jesus, or we could say to walk in the fullness of Christ. We will liken this journey to John Bunyan"s book Pilgrim"s Progress, where the character named Christian made his way to the Eternal City. 42] Just as Pilgrim's Progress is an allegorical story of a person's journey to Heaven, so is the book of Proverbs a proverbial journey to Heaven.

42] George Offor, ed, The Works of John Bunyan, 3vols. (Edinburgh: Blackie and Song of Solomon , 1855).

Now, let us look for other signposts as we launch out on this journey in life. Note that the phrase "the fear of the Lord" is used throughout the book of Proverbs:

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

Proverbs 13:13, "Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

Proverbs 14:2, "He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him."

Proverbs 14:16, "A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident."

Proverbs 14:26, "In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge."

Proverbs 14:27, "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death."

Proverbs 15:16, "Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith."

Proverbs 15:33, "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."

Proverbs 16:6, "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil."

Proverbs 19:23, "The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil."

Proverbs 22:4, "By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life."

Proverbs 23:17, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long."

Proverbs 24:21, "My Song of Solomon , fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:"

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

Each of these signposts has been planted within a group of proverbs that emphasizes the subject related to that particular signpost. For example, Proverbs 10:27 tells us that the fear of the Lord gives us a long life. This proverb has been placed within a group of verses that largely deal with a long life ( Proverbs 10:24 to Proverbs 11:22). Thus, we can ask ourselves if we are walking in these blessings of long life, or in a life of problems. If our life is blessed in this way, we are on the journey. However, if we find problems in our life that are not in God's plan for us, then we have strayed off the path. 

Proverbs 13:13 tells us of the rewards of fearing the Lord. This proverb is placed within a group of verses that refer to prosperity. Thus, we must check our life to see if the blessing of prosperity is operating in our life. 

Proverbs 22:4 reminds us of the many blessings of Wisdom of Solomon , which are given in chapter 3. Thus, we can know while we are on the journey if we are still on the path of wisdom. We know this because the blessings of wisdom will be seen in our lives. If we find the curses in our lives, then we know that we have erred from the path of wisdom. This is how these signposts keep us on the right path.

These signposts symbolize the way in which the Lord guides our lives; for it is by the fear of the Lord that we make the decision to follow the path of wisdom. Without this fear, we may know the right decision, but as Song of Solomon , we would err from the journey by failing to adhere to wisdom. 

On a daily basis God will give us enough light for our daily needs. This can be called our "daily bread" ( Matthew 6:11).

Matthew 6:11, "Give us this day our daily bread."

This daily bread gives us enough light to guide our short steps. But there are certain times when the Lord will intervene in our life and show us enough light to see farther down the path. When we face major decisions or changes in our life, God will often speak to us or reveal Himself to us in a supernatural way and show us the right path. During these times, we are able to look back and look ahead and see a bigger picture of God's plan for our lives. This is the way that God guided Jacob on special occasions, and this is the way that I have experienced the Lord's guidance during major changes in my life. We can see this two-fold method of guidance in Psalm 119:105, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." The book of Proverbs symbolizes these occasions by planting signposts along the journey. 

There are also warning signs along this journey. These warning signs symbolize those times when God gives us correction and discipline in order to keep us from straying from the path of life. As on a public highway, we must learn to heed the warning signs that tell us of dangers ahead, as well as the information signs that tell us where we are located. These signposts are warnings that tell us not to seek the richest, not to pursue the honor, or to pamper the flesh. Instead, we are to pursue the virtues, and not the blessings that come from these virtues. Some examples of these warnings are:

Proverbs 11:28, "He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch."

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase."

Proverbs 18:12, "Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility."

Proverbs 23:5, "Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven." 

Proverbs 29:23, "A man"s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit."

Wisdom cries out in the busiest places in society. She cries out in the crowded streets. She lifts up her voice in the major places where people meet and in the gates of the city. This is because wisdom speaks through other people. It speaks through situations around you. Life itself becomes a classroom, and wisdom in the teacher. Thus, in the book of Proverbs , we are shown different types of people in order to learn divine wisdom. Listen, and you will hear.

Regarding the hundreds of individual proverbs that we encounter on this path, there appears to be no organized manner in which they are presented us. This is because in the journey of life, our encounters with the wise man and the fool appear to come in the same random order.

When we look at Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33, we see a similarity in all of these proverbs. They all give us a one-verse contrast between the wise man and the fool. This means that in every decision we make in life, we either make a wise decision, or a foolish one. There is no way to straddle the fence in making decisions. Then we see a signpost in Proverbs 15:33.

Proverbs 15:33, "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."

This verse says that the fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom. In Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10, we are told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. This is because the first nine chapters are a preparation, or beginning, of the journey. But here in Proverbs 15:33, we are in a phase of the journey called "the instruction of wisdom". We have been learning to identify the wise man and the fool under the instruction of these one-verse contrasts between these two people. Let me give a clear illustration. When my oldest daughter would sit on my lap, we would sometimes to Bible studies together. At the age of four, she began to ask me simple questions. "Daddy, is this person bad or good." I would reply, "David was good, and Goliath was bad. The prophet Samuel was good, but King Saul was bad." I would then explain, "Samuel was good because he obeyed God. Saul was bad because he tried to kill David." This became my child's first lesson about the wise man verses the fool. It is in this same pattern that God first teaches us how to identify the wise man and the fool as we journey through Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33.

There are other signposts within this lengthy passage of Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33. One signpost is found in Proverbs 10:27.

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

This signpost is planted within a passage of Scriptures that deals with the longevity of the righteous verses the brevity of the wicked ( Proverbs 10:24 thru Proverbs 11:22). Thus, this verse promises long life to those who fear the Lord.

A second signpost within Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33 is found in Proverbs 13:13.

Proverbs 13:13, "Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

This signpost is placed within a group of verses ( Proverbs 13:1-25) that deal largely with the issue of financial blessings from the Lord. Thus, it promises a reward to those who fear the Lord.

In Proverbs 14:26-27, we see a signpost that refers to an abundant life. These two verses are placed within a group of proverbs that deal with one's understanding of circumstances around him.

JFB notes that the parallelisms of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 are mostly antithetic, that Isaiah , sayings that contrast values in life. They contrast the wise man to the fool. However, the couplets in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16 are synthetic. That Isaiah , these synthetic sayings in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16 are different in that they are one-verse proverbs that explain one another. The second part of the couplet further explains and builds its thoughts upon the first part of the couplet. 

1. Justification: Solomon's First Collection of Proverbs (Antithetic Proverbs - Wisdom verses Foolishness) ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33) - The proverbs contained in chapters 10 through 15 are located within Solomon's First Collection of Proverbs. Almost all of these proverbs are similar in that they contrast the wise man with the fool, or good versus evil. 43] This means that in every decision we make in life, we either make a wise decision or a foolish one, a good one or a bad one. It will either bring us into a position of right standing with God, or separate us from God. There is no way to straddle the fence in making decisions. Thus, the primary theme of this passage in Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 is our justification before God. On our spiritual journey in life, we can most closely compare it to our justification through Jesus Christ our Lord. In other words, this group of proverbs provides a definition of true righteousness before God in the same way that the Sermon on the Mount expounds upon righteousness before God.

43] Graeme Goldsworthy also suggests that the contrast of righteousness with wickedness is being emphasized in this section when he says, " Proverbs 10 is a collection of sayings that mainly contrast wise and foolish behavior or, alternatively, righteous and wicked behavior. It would appear that these two pairs of opposites are synonymous. There is a cumulative effect to this chapter that works on the assumption of the character of God as the basis of assessing what is wise and righteous." See Graeme Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture (Michigan: Eerdmans, 2000), 189.

Also woven within Proverbs 10:1 through Proverbs 15:33 we can see smaller groups of proverbs that have been collected together with similar themes. It is important to note that not all of the proverbs within a collection listed above are about the same theme. This is because each day that the Lord guides us, he gives us a variety of wisdom on our place. We do not receive a one-course meal, although we are going through a season of learning a lesson on a particular subject.

Within this passage we see four major topics, which are long life ( Proverbs 10:27), riches ( Proverbs 13:13), abundant life ( Proverbs 14:26-27) and honor ( Proverbs 15:33). Thus, we see a reference to the heart, soul, body and finances of man. These topics will later be summarized in Proverbs 22:4, as this learning phase of the journey comes to an end. Thus, the secondary theme of this passage of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 is how wisdom and foolishness is reflected in the four-fold aspect of a man's life.

Proverbs 22:4, "By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life."

Also woven within Proverbs 10:2 through Proverbs 15:33 we can see smaller groups of proverbs that have been collected together with similar themes. These proverbs are groups by the same four-fold themes running throughout the book of Proverbs , which are the themes of the heart, of the tongue, of the labour of the body and of wealth. For example, 

Proverbs 10:1-9 - Let your heart guide you

Proverbs 10:10-32 - The Tongue

Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22 - Long life

Proverbs 11:24-31 - Wealth gained by sowing and reaping

Proverbs 12:1-12 - The Righteous heart

Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5 - The Righteous tongue

Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4 - Diligence

Proverbs 13:1-25 - Wealth gained by a righteous heart, guarding the tongue and diligence in work

Proverbs 14:1-35 - The Mind- Understanding must guide our decisions

Proverbs 15:1-33 - A Merry Heart

It is important to note that not all of the proverbs within a collection are about the same theme. For example, we will find a proverb about our mental, physical or financial wellbeing mingled within a group of verses that deals with our spiritual wellbeing. This is because each day that the Lord guides us, he gives us a variety of wisdom on our place. We do not receive a one-course meal, although we are going through a season of learning a lesson on a particular subject. Thus, wisdom offers us wine that is "mingled" as described in Proverbs 9:2.

Notes that these sections breaks are not distinct in that they overlap one another. This overlap represents the aspect of man's spiritual journey in which God takes man through phases of learning that overlap.

a) Let Your Heart Guide You ( Proverbs 10:1-9) - Proverbs 10:1-9 emphasizes the heart of man. It is a short lesson on how we are to let our hearts to become our guide. Along the path of wisdom are many dangers. The experiences that we encounter along this path and the lessons that we learn in our life do not come in a logical manner. Thus, these proverbs follow the same pattern of how we encounter various experiences in our lives.

Many commentators say that the individual proverbs in this book of the Holy Bible lack order; but, God is a God of order ( 1 Corinthians 14:40), as we are about to see.

1 Corinthians 14:40, "Let all things be done decently and in order."

Even the book of Proverbs has an order. This order is patterned like our lives. When we go through our day, it may appear to be a series of random events with no particular order; but the Scriptures tell us that a righteous man's steps are ordered by the Lord. Our day is ordered by the Lord ( Psalm 37:23) and we are to find His purpose in each day by seeking His face. The proverbs are organized in just such a way as we live our lives.

Psalm 37:23, "The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way."

The Lord will bring certain events into our lives to test us in order to train us and prepare us for future events that are on this journey. 

When a young man first leaves home, his thoughts are on pleasing his parents ( Proverbs 10:1). Proverbs 10:2-3 deal with material possessions. A young man"s initial instinct as he journeys from home is to provide for himself. He is determined to survive, and to no longer depend upon his parents for support. Therefore, he quickly sees the wealth of the sinner as he struggles to make it on his own ( Proverbs 10:2); but, he must remember that God will provide for His children ( Proverbs 10:3).

Proverbs 10:4-5 deal with the physical body. The young man is taught that material provisions come through hard work and not through laziness ( Proverbs 10:4), but wise planning must be used as the earnings of his labour produce wealth ( Proverbs 10:5).

Proverbs 10:6-6 deal with the character of a person. We see the blessings and honour that come from a noble character, and the curses of the wicked. The young man sees that there is a greater value beyond material prosperity, and that is a good name. This good name comes only to those of a noble character. This section is about the soul, the mind, the will and the emotions of a Prayer of Manasseh , which produce this noble character.

Proverbs 10:8-9 deal with the heart of man. A noble character is developed in a person who has a heart that receives commandments ( Proverbs 10:8). There is much security in walking upright before God and man ( Proverbs 10:9). 

Therefore, we see in Proverbs 10:2-6 that the order of discussion is on finances ( Proverbs 10:2-3), the body ( Proverbs 10:4-5), the soul ( Proverbs 10:6-7) and the spirit of man ( Proverbs 10:8-9). In contrast, Proverbs 3:3-12 has listed these same four topics in reverse order, first the heart, then the soul, the body and finances. We see this order also followed in 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Why is this order reversed in the passage of Proverbs 10:2-9? Perhaps because this is the order in which the young man perceives them in his initial quest for a meaning in life.

i) Introduction ( Proverbs 10:1) - Proverbs 10:1 serves as an introduction to Solomon's first collection of proverbs ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16). Figuratively, this verse symbolizes the sending out of the young man into his spiritual journey in life, having answered the call to pursue divine wisdom.

ii) Finances ( Proverbs 10:2-3) - Proverbs 10:2-3 deal with material possessions. A young man"s initial instinct as he journeys from home is to provide for himself. He is determined to survive, and to no longer depend upon his parents for support. Therefore, he quickly sees the wealth of the sinner as he struggles to make it on his own ( Proverbs 10:2). However,, he must remember that God will provide for His children ( Proverbs 10:3).

iii) The Physical Body ( Proverbs 10:4-5) - Proverbs 10:4-5 deal with the physical body. The young man is taught that material provisions come through hard work and not through laziness ( Proverbs 10:4). Wise planning must be used as the earnings of his labour produce wealth ( Proverbs 10:5).

iv) The Mind of Man ( Proverbs 10:6-7) - Proverbs 10:6-6 deal with character of a person. It is through the soul, which is made up of the mind, the will and the emotions, that the character of a man is expressed. We see the blessings and honour that come from a noble character, and the curses of the wicked ( Proverbs 10:6). The young man sees that there is a greater meaning to life beyond material prosperity, and that is a good name. The name of a person represents his character. This good name comes only to those of a noble character. 

v) The Heart of Man ( Proverbs 10:8-9) - Proverbs 10:8-9 deal with the heart of man. A noble character is developed in a person who has a heart that receives commandments ( Proverbs 10:8). There is much security in walking upright before God and man ( Proverbs 10:9). 

b) The Tongue Emphasized ( Proverbs 10:10-32) - This section emphasizes the tongue, which represents the decisions we make and the thoughts of our minds.

i) Emphasis upon a Man's Long Life ( Proverbs 10:24-30) - Most of the verses in this passage clearly deal with the longevity of the righteous and the brevity of the wicked man"s life. The key verse in this passage is Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

c) The Physical Body of Man: Long life ( Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22) - This section emphasizes man's physical body, as Proverbs 10:1-9 has emphasized the heart of man and Proverbs 10:10-32 has emphasized the tongue, or mind, of man. Although there is still some verses that focus upon the tongue until Proverbs 10:32, we do find a transition in an emphasis about a long life.

d) Wealth Gained by Sowing and Reaping ( Proverbs 11:24-31) - This section in Proverbs 11:24-31 places emphasis upon man's financial realm, as the previous sections have placed emphasis upon the heart ( Proverbs 10:1-9), the mind ( Proverbs 10:10-32) and the body ( Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22).

This passage in Proverbs 11:24-31 deals largely with the rewards of those who give liberally. It teaches us about sowing and reaping. These verses tell us that those who give will be blessed with an increase of the same ( Proverbs 11:24), with fatness (or more than enough) ( Proverbs 11:25), with blessings from others ( Proverbs 11:26), with favour ( Proverbs 11:27), and with God's divine recompense ( Proverbs 11:31). In other words, we will be blessed in every area of our lives: spiritually, mentally, physically and materially. We will receive blessings from other people as well as from God above. The theme of this passage can be seen in Luke 6:38.

Luke 6:38, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again."

Proverbs 11:24 compares a generous heart with a covetous heart. In Proverbs 11:25, we see the liberal heart of a giver, while Proverbs 11:26 shows us the heart of a covetous person. Proverbs 11:24 emphasizes the quantity of giving, while Proverbs 11:25 emphasizes the quality of the giving, by revealing the heart of a giver. A true giver does it with a liberal heart. These same two aspects of giving are also seen in 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, where Proverbs 11:6 tells us that God rewards us according to the quantity that we give, while Proverbs 11:7 tells us that God looks on the quality of our heart when we give. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7, "But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver."

Proverbs 11:24 also mentions the covetous person who will not give in times of need. Proverbs 11:26 reveals the true heart of covetousness in someone who will not give. One man seeks the good of others as well as himself, while the other seeks mischief and both receive God's divine payment for their behaviour ( Proverbs 11:27). The problem is further revealed in Proverbs 11:28, where one man trusts in his riches, while the other place their trust in the Lord.

e) The Heart of Man: The Righteous Heart ( Proverbs 12:1-12) - Proverbs 12:1-12 places emphasis upon the heart of man.

(1) The Rewards of a Righteous Heart in Contrast With a Wicked Heart ( Proverbs 12:1-3) - One of the consequences of rejecting God's instructions ( Proverbs 12:1) is that God will send them a strong delusion in its place, so that they will choose such a lie above the truth of the Word of God.

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12, "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."

As a result, the wicked heap to themselves divine condemnation, while the righteous shine brighter and brighter as a child of God ( Proverbs 12:2). As they continue in these lies and delusions, God will turn them over to a reprobate mind ( Romans 1:16-32). This position will bring the wicked to a quick end while the righteous become established in the things of God ( Proverbs 12:3).

(2) The Progress in One's Pursuit of Good and Evil ( Proverbs 12:5-7) - Proverbs 12:5-7 has a progression of thought, revealing the degree of progress in one's pursuit of good and evil. A righteous man's thoughts are to do good to others ( Proverbs 12:5) and this is put into action by his willingness to deliver others from their sins and bondages ( Proverbs 12:6). The outcome is that this man shall be established in the land ( Proverbs 12:7). When his heart is right (spiritual realm), then he speaks good words (mental realm), which results in a long and prosperous life (physical and financial). Thus, he is blessed in every area of his life.

In contrast, the wicked intend on deceiving others for selfish reasons ( Proverbs 12:5) and will go so far as destroying others in order to benefit himself ( Proverbs 12:6). The outcome is that the wicked will soon be overthrown and destroyed in his wickedness ( Proverbs 12:7). When his heart is evil (spiritual realm), then he speaks evil words (mental realm), which results in a shorter and difficult life (physical and financial). Thus, he is cursed in every area of his life.

f) The Mind of Man: The Righteous Tongue ( Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5) - This section places emphasis upon the tongue of Prayer of Manasseh , which reflects the mind of man.

g) The Physical Body of Man: Diligence ( Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4) - This section places emphasis upon man's physical body. The heart of man has been emphasized in Proverbs 12:1-12 and the mind has been emphasized in Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5. We have passed a similar group of proverbs that placed emphasis upon man's physical body in Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22. However, these verses focused upon a long life. The proverbs found in Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4 will focus upon diligence.

h) Wealth Gained by a Righteous Heart, Guarding the Tongue and Diligence in Work ( Proverbs 13:1-25) - Proverbs 13:1-25 places emphasis upon the spirit, soul and body of man.

i) The Mind: Understanding Must Guide Our Decisions ( Proverbs 14:1-35) - This section places emphasis upon the mind of man.

j) A Merry Heart ( Proverbs 15:1-33) - Proverbs 15:1-33 places emphasis upon the heart of man.

2. Indoctrination: Synthetic Proverbs ( Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16) - On our journey in chapters 10-15, we have learned to make wise choices and to avoid foolish decisions. In chapter 16, we begin to see that God"s purpose and plan in our lives is bigger than just daily decision-making. This section of Proverbs ( Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16) reveals the divine intervention of God on this journey in life. We must now learn that God has an all-inclusive divine plan for all of his creation, for all of mankind, and a plan for you and me in particular. We must learn not only to make a wise decision, but we must evaluate this decision in light of God"s divine plan for our lives. It is only by God's divine intervention in our daily lives that we will be able to stay on the path that leads to eternal rest. God will intervene in order to keep our life balanced so that we will not stray in any one direction to far. Therefore, the journey becomes narrower and choices must be made more carefully.

Proverbs 10-15 have given us one-verse sayings that are clearly antithetical. That Isaiah , the first part of the verse contrasts with the second part. However, beginning in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16, we see a different type of proverb. In this next section of the book of Proverbs the one-verse says have two parts that complement one another. That Isaiah , the second phrase amplifies, or further explains, the first phrase, rather than contrast its counterpart. This means that the training is getting a little more intensive. This new section requires more contemplation that the previous section. Rather than contrasting the difference between the wise man and the fool, we begin to learn the consequences of our decisions, whether wise or foolish. We now move from identifying the wise and the fool ( Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33) into learning the lasting effects that wisdom and foolishness have in our lives ( Proverbs 16:1 thru Proverbs 22:16). We must learn that we will always reap the consequences of our behavior. This is the process of indoctrination that is a vital part of our spiritual journey.

As we look for signposts within this passage that confirm this theme, we find them in Proverbs 16:6 and Proverbs 19:23, which tell us that the fear of the Lord brings forgiveness of our sins and it delivers us from the visitation of evil that judges the wicked.

Proverbs 16:6, "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil."

Proverbs 19:23, "The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil."

It is interesting to note that the opening chapter of this lengthy passage begins with the theme of the sovereignty of God. This passage is place at this place on our journey in order that we might learn that God"s ways always prevail over man"s ways and that we must always reap what we sow.

Therefore, the truths in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16 are a little deeper in meaning that the previous section of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33. On our journey in Proverbs 10-15, we have seen how a man can make choices that will identify his character. Now, beginning in chapter 16, we take a deeper lesson in life in order to see a bigger picture. Although the outcome in life rests upon our daily choices, we must learn that God intervenes in our lives in order to include us into His divine plan for all of His creation, and for all of mankind. This means that God has a plan for you and me in particular.

Then, we see a signpost at Proverbs 22:4 as an indication that this phase of learning is ending. Note:

Proverbs 22:4, "By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life."

Therefore, Proverbs 22:4 does not describe the beginning of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:1 thru Proverbs 9:18), nor the instruction of wisdom ( Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33), but rather the effects of applying wisdom to our lives. That Isaiah , wisdom brings to us the full rewards of riches, honour and life.

a) The Character of the King ( Proverbs 16:10-15) - Most of the verses in Proverbs 16:10-15 deal with the character of a king and how those within his kingdom are to respect him. When we learn that God has ordained and anointed rulers over Prayer of Manasseh , we then must learn how to serve under them. 

B. Divine Service: The Words of the Wise (Two Collections) ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) - In Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34 we have a collection of sayings that is often called "The Words of the Wise." Scholars give it this title because there are indications from Proverbs 22:21 that King Solomon sent young men to seek out the wisdom of Egypt and of the East. There are two collections of sayings in this section. The first collection is made up of thirty sayings ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22) and the second collection is short, consisting of only four sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34). We know that Solomon identified two sources of wisdom outside of Israel, which were the East and Egypt; for we read in 1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt." We know that the first collection of sayings has similarities with ancient Egyptian wisdom. Thus, it most likely originated from Egypt. We can then suggest that the second, but shorter, collection of sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34) either came from Egypt as miscellaneous Wisdom of Solomon , or it may have been that wisdom which Solomon collected from the East.

We see in one verse in this section ( Proverbs 22:21) that serves as a possible reference to the fact that Solomon sent a delegation of men to seek out wise men of other nations. The YLT reads, "To cause thee to know the certainty of sayings of truth, To return sayings of truth to those sending thee." ( Proverbs 22:21) It implies that Solomon sent a delegate to a faraway city in his search for wisdom; for we read in Ecclesiastes 12:9 that Solomon "sought out" proverbs. 

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

In other words, some of the young men that were trained in his court were selected, or called out, to go to other nations and seek divine wisdom. These would have been men who had learned Solomon's proverbs well and applied them to their lives. In addition, these men may have carried a collection of Solomon's proverbs as a gift to these wise men of Egypt and the East.

The wise men of this place may have compiled thirty of their most important proverbs and sent them back to King Solomon with a cover letter using the words found in Proverbs 22:17-21, which also serves as a prologue to these sayings. They gave Solomon's delegate a collection of sayings of truth for those who sent him. It appears that King Solomon honored these proverbs by keeping them with his other collection of proverbs. This is how they were placed within the Proverbs of Solomon. However, we must assume that King Solomon would not have sought something from lesser kings without offering to them a greater gift, perhaps his collection of divine sayings. Thus, those who were sent out probably took the message of the God of Israel with them to evangelize the civilized world as a part of their calling.

Regarding its application to our spiritual journey, we see how God will pick a point in time when He finds us faithful to entrust to us a greater calling. In Proverbs 22:21 we see how Solomon chose one or more of his faithful servants and sent them to gather divine wisdom outside of his kingdom. It is a time when God calls us and anoints us for a particular task. For example, Paul was called to the nations in Acts 9:15 when Ananias prophesied that, "he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel." But it was many years later when Paul was sent out with Barnabas and anointed in the office of an apostle to the Gentiles in Acts 13:1-4. If we will be faithful and continue in what God has given to us, we, too, will find a greater calling and anointing to serve. This is a place of maturity that God is trying to get each of us to obtain.

The number "thirty" symbolized manhood and maturity in ancient times. Thus, these thirty sayings of the wise may serve to symbolize a Christian's spiritual maturity; for it is only those mature in Christ who are appointed to Christian service; Song of Solomon , the thirty sayings contained within this passage of Scripture may represent our journey towards maturity. In other words, when we adopt these thirty sayings to our life, we will have developed a mature behaviour and be ready for our assignment and calling in Christian service. 

This section of proverbs is characteristics by having lengthy sayings of two or more verses, which build upon a theme. The training becomes more intensive as we apply ourselves to learning the ways of wisdom. Therefore, we must apply more contemplation in order to understand these truths. However, as in our secular education, our past learning will serve as a foundation to understanding the more difficult issues of life. These sayings can be divided into two groups.

1. The Words of the Wise: First Collection (Thirty Sayings) ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22) - Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 begins a new section of collections, often called The Words of the Wise. It is possible that these sayings were collected by Solomon from outside his kingdom. We know that Solomon identified two sources of wisdom outside of Israel, which were the East and Egypt; for we read in 1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

We know that the first collection of sayings has similarities with ancient Egyptian wisdom. Thus, it most likely originated from Egypt. We can then suggest that the second, but shorter, collection of sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34) either came from Egypt as miscellaneous Wisdom of Solomon , or it may have been that wisdom which Solomon collected from the East.

This first collection of "Sayings of the Wise" is characterized by individual truths that come in groups of two or more verses. The training becomes more intensive as we apply ourselves to learning the ways of wisdom. Therefore, we must apply more contemplation in order to understand these truths. As in our secular education, our past learning will serve as a foundation to understanding the more difficult issues of life.

The signposts found in the sayings of the wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) and in Solomon's second collection ( Proverbs 24:25-29) tell us to continue in the fear of the Lord, to honor those in authority over us, and this will bring happiness into our lives as we continue on this journey. Note:

Proverbs 23:17, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long."

Proverbs 24:21, "My Song of Solomon , fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:"

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Here is a proposed outline:

a) Prologue (Ode or Decastitch) Proverbs 22:17-21
b) First Saying( Tetrastitch) Proverbs 22:22-23
c) Second Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 22:24-25
d) Third Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 22:26-27
e) Fourth Saying (Distitch) Proverbs 22:28
f) Fifth Saying (Tristitch) Proverbs 22:29
g) Sixth Saying (Hexastitch) Proverbs 23:1-3
h) Seventh Saying (Pentastitch) Proverbs 23:4-5
i) Eighth Saying (Heptastitch) Proverbs 23:6-8
j) Ninth Saying (Distitch) Proverbs 23:9
k) Tenth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 23:10-11
l) Eleventh Saying (Hexastitch) Proverbs 23:12-14
m) Twelfth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 23:15-16
n) Thirteenth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 23:17-18
o) Fourteenth Saying (Hexastitch) Proverbs 23:19-21
p) Fifteenth Saying (Octastitch) Proverbs 23:22-25
q) Sixteenth Saying (Hexastitch) Proverbs 23:26-28
r) Seventeenth Saying (An Ode) Proverbs 23:29-35
s) Eighteenth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:1-2
t) Nineteenth Saying (Tristitch) Proverbs 24:3-4
u) Twentieth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:5-6
v) Twenty-First Saying (Distitch) Proverbs 24:7
w) Twenty-Second Saying (Distitch) Proverbs 24:8
x) Twenty-Third Saying (Distitch) Proverbs 24:9
y) Twenty-Fourth Saying (Distitch) Proverbs 24:10
z) Twenty-Fifth Saying (Hexastitch) Proverbs 24:11-12
aa) Twenty-Sixth Saying (Pentastitch) Proverbs 24:13-14
bb) Twenty-Seventh Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:15-16
cc) Twenty-Eighth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:17-18
dd) Twenty-Ninth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:19-20
ee) Thirtieth Saying (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:21-22
2. Sayings of the Wise: Second Collection (Four Sayings) ( Proverbs 24:23-34) - Proverbs 24:23-34 is considers by many scholars to be the second collection of the "Sayings of the Wise", with Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 being the first collection. It is possible that these sayings were collected by Solomon from outside his kingdom. We know that Solomon identified two sources of wisdom outside of Israel, which were the East and Egypt; for we read in 1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

We know that the first collection of sayings has similarities with ancient Egyptian wisdom. Thus, it most likely originated from Egypt. 44] We can then suggest that the second, but shorter, collection of sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34) either came from Egypt as miscellaneous Wisdom of Solomon , or it may have been that wisdom which Solomon collected from the East.

44] Miriam Lichtheim, The Instruction of Amenemope, in Ancient Egyptian literature: Volume II: The New Kingdom (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973- 80]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

We know that Solomon gathered and compiled both collections of sayings. Thus, we read the words of Solomon in the opening statement, "These things also belong to the wise," ( Proverbs 24:23 a).

There are at four proverbial sayings in this shortest of collections (ASV). Some commentators count them as five or six. It is interesting to note that these sayings deal with the condition of a man's heart, mind and body, and in that order.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. First Saying (The Heart) (Hexastitch) Proverbs 24:23-26
2. Second Saying (The Mind - How We Think) (Tristitch) Proverbs 24:27
3. Third Saying (The Mind - How We Speak) (Tetrastitch) Proverbs 24:28-29
4. Fourth Saying (The Body) (Decastitch) Proverbs 24:30-34
C. Perseverance: Solomon"s Second Collection by Hezekiah ( Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 29:27) - Proverbs 25-29 are often called Solomon's Second Collection of Proverbs. When we enter into chapters 25,29, we begin to notice a number of proverbs that deal with leaders of a nation. We now must learn that our actions ultimately affect our nation. We often find the underlying them of a section in its opening verses; and this is the case with this division in Proverbs. Proverbs 25:2-7 reveal how the king decrees by divine oracles ( Proverbs 25:2-3), so that he might establish righteousness ( Proverbs 25:4-5), so that everyone will walk humbly before the king and his decrees ( Proverbs 25:6-7). Therefore, the proverbs in 25-29 are emphasizing how a king establishes justice in the land. Perhaps Solomon gathered this second group of proverbs separately from his first collection because he used them in specifically to establish righteousness and order in the land of Israel. This may the reason that many proverbs in this collection refer to rulers of a land ( Proverbs 25:2-7; Proverbs 25:15; Proverbs 27:23-27; Proverbs 28:2; Proverbs 28:15-16; Proverbs 29:2; Proverbs 29:4; Proverbs 29:12; Proverbs 29:14; Proverbs 29:26). In fact, this collection of proverbs closes with two verses stating this very theme of how a king's righteous judgment establishes the land ( Proverbs 29:4; Proverbs 29:14).

The signposts found in the sayings of the wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) and in Solomon's second collection (25-29) tell us to continue in the fear of the Lord, to honor those in authority over us, and this will bring happiness into our lives as we continue on this journey. Note:

Proverbs 23:17, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long."

Proverbs 24:21, "My Song of Solomon , fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:"

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Regarding the relationship of Proverbs 25-29 to our spiritual journey, we can group these proverbs under the phase called perseverance of the saints, in which God's children have entered their divine calling and are in the process of fulfilling it in order to reach the final stage of glorification. The theme of leadership and the establishment of justice reveal our purpose for this season in our lives. God has put us on this path in order to establish righteousness in the land.

Here is a proposed outline:

1. Proverbs About Relationships with Others Proverbs 25:1-26:28

2. Proverbs About Misc. Activities Proverbs 27:1-29:27

Final Comments on Justification- One major question is still left unanswered after this brief survey of the book of Proverbs. Why are the proverbs found in chapters 10-30 collected into such a seemingly random, disorganized order? Although we know that there are signposts that help guide us during this difficult journey, there seems to be no apparent path to follow in this list of collected proverbs. The answer is found by understanding God's plan for each individual life. When we are saved, God teaches us His Divine Truths mixed with the same warnings found in Proverbs 1-9. He shows to us our eternal destination in Heaven as symbolized in Proverbs 31. But He does not reveal to us the details of our journey in this life. This is because God wants us to learn to depend upon Him on a daily basis for direction in life. We see this illustrated by the story of how God fed the children of Israel for forty years in the wilderness on a daily ration of manna. Never did God give them enough manna to last for more than two days. This is figurative of the fact that every child of God must live daily on the Word of God for his direction in life. This is so that we will learn to trust God daily. If He had revealed to each believer their Christian journey from beginning to end, then a child of God would tend to trust in himself to complete this journey rather than depending upon God for daily guidance. 

We must learn to trust Him and follow Him on a daily basis without having to understand where He is leading us. We must hold His loving hand each day that we are on this journey. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"So clasp thy hand in Mine, and loose not thine hold. For thou canst not tell what great thing I may do for thee through some smallest happening. Thine every hair is numbered, and the most incidental occurrences of the most ordinary day I delight to choose and use to reveal to thee My earnestness in helping thee." 45]

45] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 86.

As we walk this journey day by day under His leadership, we do not always know where we are going. This creates a desire within us to look for God's handiwork in the most incidental events of our most ordinary day on this journey. Each incident of each day gives us an opportunity to be taught a precept of God' endless wisdom. The Lord does not expect us to become spiritual giants overnight. But what He asks is that we look for divine wisdom in each incidental situation of the day. As we see the right way, we correct our lifestyle to conform to this way. It is a day-by-day walk and a day-by-day change. This is a walk that God desires of us, to be in constant communion with our Heavenly Father, dependent upon Him in every area of our lives. Were not the children of Israel instructed to follow the Ark of the Covenant when they entered the Promised Land? This is because the Ark represented the presence of God and the children of Israel had never passed this way before. Note:

Joshua 3:3-4, "And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore."

This is the path that we see in Proverbs 10-29, as we behold God's Wisdom of Solomon , precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little. Thus, the book of Proverbs is organized this way. Although we find sections of these chapters that deal largely with a particular theme, we also see that individual proverbs about our spirit, soul, body and finances are all interwoven within all of these themes. For example, while we may be reading primarily about the tongue is a section of chapters 10 or 12, we also find proverbs about other issues of our life woven within these passages. This is because God feeds us a daily balanced diet. He wants us to learn the biblical principles about each area of the Christian life. For example, if we learned only how to have a pure heart, but failed to learn about prosperity, we would have a heart after God but remain financially poor. This is not God's best for His children. However, if we learned to handle our finances well, but mismanaged our health, we would die at an early age and loose our prosperity to others. This is not God's best. God gives us a daily ration of spiritual, mental, physical and financial lessons on our journey. If we will simply look about us each day, we can learn to recognize these teachings as they are illustrated all around us in the lives of others. You would not want to eat rice 365 days a year. You would not get the minerals and vitamins, protein, fiber and fatty acids that you need for a healthy body. Neither does God want us deficient in any area of our lives. Thus, the proverbs are interwoven in the manner that God leads us on the journey.

This random order may also be influenced by the fact that temptations and trials often come to us in a random order, much because Satan is a creature who is out of order with God's plan for creation. God tells us to do everything decently and in order ( 1 Corinthians 14:40), while Satan gains control of people's lives through chaos and disorder. Although Satan may bring us trials in such random order, he cannot override the divine providence of Almighty God, who is ordering our daily path to the destination that He has predetermined before the foundation of the world.

1 Corinthians 14:40, "Let all things be done decently and in order."

We begin our journey with training and severe warnings of its dangers (1-9). We are clearly shown our eternal destination for those who will follow the voice of wisdom (30-31). However, the actual journey must be walked one day at a time, seeking His face, trusting that His loving hand is holding us close by His side (10-29). Therefore, these short proverbs represent the daily occurrences and situations that we face on the journey in life. In each of these situations, we are to look for God's ways, for His Wisdom of Solomon , which are found in each of these proverbs. Thus, the book of Proverbs represents our journey in this life.

IV. Glorification: The Destination of Rest: Walking in Christ"s Fullness ( Proverbs 30:1 to Proverbs 31:1-31) - The final passage is Proverbs 30:1 to Proverbs 31:1-31. 

A. The Proverbs of Agur: An Encounter with God ( Proverbs 30:1-33) - Proverbs 30:1-33 is a group of proverbs that were written by an unknown person named Agur. It becomes obvious in Proverbs 30:2-6 that this prophet has had an encounter with God. The proverbs contained within this chapter are a reflection of that divine encounter. At this level of our journey with Wisdom of Solomon , we, too, will have an encounter with God, where we are allowed to have a glimpse of His eternal glory, and with a taste of His glory, the things of this world fade into obscurity. No one can turn loose the cares of this world until he tastes this glory, but once it is tasted, he is never again satisfied with the things of this world.

In the presence of God, Agur responds in broken humility ( Proverbs 30:2-3). After describing his utter weakness in relation to God, he endeavors to describe God"s majesty ( Proverbs 30:4-6). Even His spoken Words are overwhelming ( Proverbs 30:5-6). From this divine perspective, we better understand how to balance our pursuits of this world"s goods ( Proverbs 30:-9). We see how wicked and proud the heart of man really is in comparison to God"s holiness ( Proverbs 30:10-14). We see God"s wonderful creation as too glorious to comprehend ( Proverbs 30:15-31). 

Here is a proposed outline:

1. Introduction Proverbs 30:1 

2. Man's Response to God's Presence Proverbs 30:2-3
3. A Description of God's Majesty Proverbs 30:4-6
4. Setting Priorities in Life Proverbs 30:7-9
5. Man's Wickedness Compared to God's Holiness Proverbs 30:10-14
6. God's Wonderful Creation Proverbs 30:15-31
7. Conclusion Proverbs 30:32-33
B. The Proverbs of King Lemuel: A Mother's Plea ( Proverbs 31:1-31) - Proverbs 31:1-31 are an instructions from a mother to a king. It is her plea to her son for a leader to live a holy lifestyle. A king should sanctify his body ( Proverbs 31:2-3), he should avoid perverting his reason by sanctifying his mind ( Proverbs 31:4-6), he should sanctify his heart in judgment ( Proverbs 31:8-9), and he should have a sanctified marriage with a virtuous woman ( Proverbs 31:10-31). Therefore, this warning deals with the body, the soul, the spirit and prosperity from a good marriage. We see the same plea in the seven letters to the churches in Asia Minor ( Revelation 2-3) when Christ asks them to sanctify themselves so that they can partake of the Rapture and miss the Tribulation Period that was coming.

After having an encounter with the Lord ( Proverbs 30:1-33), we are at a level of maturity where God begins to hold us much more accountable in life. Proverbs 31:1-31 teaches us that we must learn to walk in the authority that God has given every believer, as priests and kings unto God. 

Thus, if we have walked in the path of Wisdom of Solomon , we will come to our destination on the journey, having received all of the blessings listed in chapter three, which is spiritual, mental, physical and financial blessings. Unlike the world, which strives after all these things, we have sought wisdom first and also received these blessings. We have been able to enter into a place of peace and rest as we enjoy these blessings, unlike the world, which strives and worries and gains these things through lust and corruption ( Matthew 6:32-33).

Matthew 6:32-33, "(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

Here is a proposed outline:

1. Introduction ( Proverbs 31:1) - Proverbs 31:1 serves as an introduction for Proverbs 31:1-31. King Lemeul's mother addresses the dangers of women and wine leading to poor judgment as a king, and the remedy is to find a virtuous wife.

2. A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify Himself ( Proverbs 31:2-9) - In Proverbs 31:2-9 we have instructions for a king. This passage gives a warning against pursuing women ( Proverbs 31:3) and wine ( Proverbs 31:4-6). Many people of great achievement have fallen because of a combination of these two evils. For it destroys a man"s ability to properly judge between right and wrong ( Proverbs 31:8-9). Righteous judgment is the fundamental requirement of a king.

a) A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify His Body ( Proverbs 31:2-3) - Proverbs 31:2-3 is a mother's plea to her son to sanctify his body in order that he not destroy himself.

b) A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Mind ( Proverbs 31:4-7) - Proverbs 31:4-7 gives us a mother's plea for her son to sanctify his mind. He needs a clear mind in order to make wise decision as a king.

c) A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Heart in Judgment ( Proverbs 31:8-9) - Proverbs 31:8-9 gives us a mother's plea to her son to sanctify his heart in order to give righteous judgment.

3. The Destination: Walking in Christ"s Fullness ( Proverbs 31:10-31) - The final passage we find on our journey is Proverbs 31:10-31. It is here where a person reaches his destination and fullness in life. It describes a husband in his prosperity because of a wise wife. God wants to bring us into a place of fruitfulness and prosperity. The final signpost is found at our destination ( Proverbs 31:30). 

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

It tells us that walking in the fear of the Lord on this journey and humbling ourselves in obedience to the voice of wisdom will ultimately exalt us into the praises of our Lord, as we, the bride of Christ, live in tender love and affection with Him throughout eternity. We will enter into His glory and become like Him. 

If there is a beginning to a path of Wisdom of Solomon , then there is a journey. If journey, then a destination. Our destination is to become like our Lord and Saviour, Christ Jesus or to walk in the fullness of Christ. We could liken this journey to John Bunyan"s book called Pilgrim"s Progress. 46] The first chapter of Proverbs reveals to us that this destination is a place of safety and rest in Christ Jesus ( Proverbs 1:33).

46] George Offor, ed, The Works of John Bunyan, 3vols. (Edinburgh: Blackie and Song of Solomon , 1855).

Proverbs 1:33, "But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil."

Another way to describe our destination is to say that wisdom will lead us into God"s rest. Hebrew describes a Sabbath rest for the people of God ( Hebrews 4:9).

Hebrews 4:9, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." 

In contrast, the sinner's destiny is described in Revelation 14:11 as having "no rest." 

Revelation 14:11, "And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name."

Does not Solomon"s name, if fact, mean "rest, or peace"? We also know that when Solomon became king over Israel, this nation entered into its only period of rest from its enemies ( 1 Chronicles 22:9).

1 Chronicles 22:9, "Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

The reason that Israel entered into rest is that its enemies had been subdued by David, who was a man of war. A nation or a people only has peace when it exercises dominion and subdues its enemies. The Lord once gave me a vision of a friend of my peacefully sitting in his home reading his Bible. Then the Lord said to me, "There is peace in a home when there is dominion in that home." Then the Lord quickened to me Luke 11:21.

Luke 11:21, "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace:"

Regarding Proverbs 31:1-9 about the righteous duties of a king, did not God tell Joshua that the conquest of Canaan would bring them into rest ( Joshua 1:13)?

Joshua 1:13, "Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land."

Did not the judges bring the people of Israel into rest after delivering them from their enemies ( Judges 3:30)?

Judges 3:30, "So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest fourscore years."

Thus, when Israel"s enemies were subdued, this nation has rest under King Solomon. For the Church of Jesus Christ, there is a rest that God has made for us in order that we may enter into it. But, we must enter into this rest by taking authority over the enemy, Satan, in our life. This is why the last chapter of the book of Proverbs describes the duties of a king. It reveals to us how a king can rule and reign in righteous. In addition, we will not fully enter into our rest until we enter heaven and, as the bride of Christ, we become His wife. This is why the last chapter of Proverbs describes the virtuous. 

Then shall be fulfilled that prophecy in the book of Revelation regarding the Church ruling on earth forever. Note:

Revelation 5:10, "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

Regarding Proverbs 31:10-31, does not a bride enter into rest when she enters the house of her husband? Note:

Ruth 1:9, "The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept."

This point of a woman's desire for rest through marriage was made clear to me as I live in East Africa, amidst a people in an underdeveloped nation. The females of poor families are destined to a life of hard work, little education and no honor. They become servants in the homes of the wealth, and are treated with despite. Only through marriage can such a female find hope of deliverance and rest from this cycle of poverty.

The Church is to walk in the virtues of this woman in Proverbs 31, and more so as we receive our immortal bodies in heaven. 

Then shall be fulfilled that prophecy found in the book of Revelation regarding the marriage of the Lamb receiving His bride.

Revelation 19:5-8, "And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."

Thus, is our eternal destination reached, when we become the bride of Christ, and as we rule and reign as priests and kings unto God. There we enter into eternal rest, where heaven is our destination, where heaven is our home.

The book of Proverbs concludes at its destination. The goal of a believer is to become like the Lord Jesus Christ, a bride prepared for His Second Coming. The book of Proverbs describes this glorious Church as the virtuous woman. Proverbs 31:10-31 describes the bride that Christ is coming to received. In closing this passage and the book of Proverbs , we see our final signpost in Proverbs 31:30.

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

As we see in this last passage, the journey does not come to end. That is because our journey into eternal glory will never come to an end. Instead, we enter into rest. We will simply receive a glorified body and continue serving the Lord in heaven.

a) The Remedy for a Successful King ( Proverbs 31:10) - After King Lemuel's mother warns her son about the vices of women and wine, she advices him on the remedy to have a successful kingdom, which is to marry a virtuous woman.

b) The Characteristics of a Virtuous Woman ( Proverbs 31:11-31) - Proverbs 31:11-31 are an amplified definition of the virtuous wife mentioned in Proverbs 31:10.

i) The Virtuous Woman: Her Spiritual Blessings Proverbs 31:11-12
ii) The Virtuous Woman: Her Financial Blessings Proverbs 31:13-16
iii) The Virtuous Woman: Her Physical Blessings Proverbs 31:17-25
iv) The Virtuous Woman: Her Mental Blessings Proverbs 31:26-27
v) The Virtuous Woman: Her Praise Proverbs 31:28-31
X. Outline of Book
The following outline is a summary of the preceding literary structure; thus, it reflects the theological framework of the book of Proverbs: its purpose, its three-fold thematic scheme, and its literary structure. As a result, this outline offers sermon sections that fit together into a single message that can be used by preachers and teachers to guide a congregation or class through the book of Proverbs. This journey through Proverbs will lead believers into one aspect of conformity to the image of Christ Jesus that was intended by the Lord, which in this book of the Holy Scriptures is to prepare Christians to walk in wisdom and the fear of God by understanding God's Word. 

It is based upon the four phases of God the Father's foreknowledge listed in Romans 8:29-30 : predestination, calling, justification and glorification.

I. Predestining the Journey- Prologue— Proverbs 1:1-6 

II. Calling - Preparation for the Journey— Proverbs 1:7 to Proverbs 9:18
A. The Call of Wisdom to Young & Tender— Proverbs 1:7-33
1. Exhortation to Fear God and Parents— Proverbs 1:7-9
2. The Call of the Wicked Man— Proverbs 1:10-19
3. The Call of Wisdom— Proverbs 1:20-23
4. The Consequences of Rejecting Wisdom"s Call— Proverbs 1:24-33
B. Answering Wisdom's Call (A Hearing Heart)— Proverbs 2:1-22
1. How to Find Wisdom — Proverbs 2:1-9
a) Develop a Hearing Heart— Proverbs 2:1-5
b) Wisdom Protects Our Path— Proverbs 2:6-9
2. Wisdom's Path of Escape— Proverbs 2:10-22
a) The path of escape— Proverbs 2:10-11
b) Escape from the wicked man— Proverbs 2:12-15
c.) Escape from the adulteress— Proverbs 2:16-20
d.)End results of wise man & fool— Proverbs 2:21-22
C. The Blessings of Wisdom— — Proverbs 3:1-35—

1. The blessings of wisdom expounded— Proverbs 3:1-12
a) Summary to its blessings — Proverbs 3:1-2
b) Wisdom and its blessings in relationships (spiritual) — Proverbs 3:3-4
c) Wisdom and its blessings in decision-making (mental)— Proverbs 3:5-6
d) Wisdom and its blessings in health (physical) — Proverbs 3:7-8
e) Wisdom and its blessings in prosperity (financial)— Proverbs 3:9-10
f) Wisdom and its blessings in chastisement — Proverbs 3:11-12 

2. The priority of wisdom (a summary of its blessings)— Proverbs 3:13-18
3. The eternal power of wisdom — Proverbs 3:19-20
4. Thru wisdom man decides his destiny— Proverbs 3:21-26
5. Wisdom towards our neighbors brings us into His glory— Proverbs 3:27-35
a) Illustration of Sowing Financially— Proverbs 3:27-28
b) Illustration of Sowing Physically— Proverbs 3:29-30
c) Illustration of Sowing Mentally— Proverbs 3:31-32
d) Illustration of Sowing Spiritually— Proverbs 3:33-34
e) Glory or Shame— Proverbs 3:35
D. Three Paths of Wisdom— Proverbs 4:1-27
1. Transforming your heart (note Proverbs 4:4)— Proverbs 4:1-9—

2. Renewing your mind (note Proverbs 4:18)— Proverbs 4:10-19
3. Directing your body (note Proverbs 4:22)— Proverbs 4:20-27
E. Three Paths of Destruction— Proverbs 5:1 to Proverbs 6:11
1. The Heart- Warnings of the Adulteress— Proverbs 5:1-23
a) The Path of Adultery Leads to Poverty and Destruction— Proverbs 5:1-14 

i) Maintain Wisdom as a Priority — Proverbs 5:1-2
ii) The Lips of Seduction — Proverbs 5:3-4
iii) The Strange Woman Leads a Man to Hell — Proverbs 5:5-6
iv) Stay on the Path of Wisdom— Proverbs 5:7-8
v) The Man Gives Her His Honour, Labour, and Wealth — Proverbs 5:9-10
vi) The Words of Grief from the Fool — Proverbs 5:11-14
b) The Remedy: A Happy Marriage— Proverbs 5:15-19
c) The Punishment for Adultery— Proverbs 5:20-23
2. The Mind- Warnings of the Loose Tongue— Proverbs 6:1-5
3. The Body- Warnings against Laziness— Proverbs 6:6-11
F. Characteristics of the Evil People— Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27—

1. Characteristics of a Wicked Man— Proverbs 6:12-19 

2. Characteristics of an Adulteress— — Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27
a) The Effects of the Word of God upon our Spirit Man — Proverbs 6:20-23
b) The Cunning Devises of the Adulteress— Proverbs 6:24 to Proverbs 7:27
i) 1. The Shame of Falling Prey to the Adulteress— Proverbs 6:24-35—

ii) Exhortation to Put God's Word Before our Eyes — Proverbs 7:1-5
iii) The Setting: Alluring the Five Sense-Gates — Proverbs 7:6-13
iv) Capturing the Mind — Proverbs 7:14-21
v) Controlling the Heart — Proverbs 7:22-23
vi) Final Warning — Proverbs 7:24-27 

G. Characteristics of Wisdom— Proverbs 8:1-36
1. Wisdom's Character Found in Society — Proverbs 8:1-21
a) Wisdom Calls in the Open Places to Everyone — Proverbs 8:1-5
b) Wisdom Is Found in the Hearts & Words of Righteous Men— Proverbs 8:6-8
c) Wisdom Is Found by Those Whose Hearts Seek Her First — Proverbs 8:9-11
d) Wisdom is Found in Those With Mental Acuteness— Proverbs 8:12-14
e) Wisdom Is Found in Strong Pillars of Society— Proverbs 8:15-17—

f) Wisdom is Found in Financial Prosperity— Proverbs 8:18-21
2. Wisdom's Character Found in Creation — Proverbs 8:22-31
a) Its Eternal Power — Proverbs 8:22-26
b) Its Divine Godhead — Proverbs 8:27-31
3. Choose Life or Death — Proverbs 8:32-36
H. Wisdom's Final Call (Food for the Journey)— Proverbs 9:1-18
1. Wisdom"s Invitation to Dine— Proverbs 9:1-6
2. Fools Reject this Food— Proverbs 9:7-8
3. Those who Fear God Receive this Food— Proverbs 9:9-12
4. Invitation from the Foolish Woman to Dine— Proverbs 9:13-18
III. Justification- The Journey— Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 29:27
A. Solomon's First Collection — Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16
1. Justification: Antithetic Proverbs— Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33
a) Let Your Heart Guide You— Proverbs 10:1-9
i) Introduction — Proverbs 10:1
ii) Finances — Proverbs 10:2-3
iii) The Physical Body — Proverbs 10:4-5 

iv) The Mind of Man — Proverbs 10:6-7
v) The Heart of Man — Proverbs 10:8-9
b) The Tongue — Proverbs 10:10-32
c) Long life — Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22
d) Wealth Gained by Sowing and Reaping — Proverbs 11:24-31
e) The Righteous Heart — Proverbs 12:1-12
f) The Righteous Tongue — Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5
g) Diligence — Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4
h) Wealth by a right heart, guarded the tongue, & diligent work— Proverbs 13:1-25
i) The Mind- Understanding must guide our decisions — Proverbs 14:1-35
j) A Merry Heart— Proverbs 15:1-33
2. Indoctrination: Synthetic Proverbs — Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16
B. Divine Service: The Words of the Wise — Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34
1. First Collection (Thirty Sayings of the Wise)— Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22
a) Prologue (Ode or Decastitch)— Proverbs 22:17-21
b) First Saying( Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 22:22-23
c) Second Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 22:24-25
d) Third Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 22:26-27
e) Fourth Saying (Distitch)— Proverbs 22:28
f) Fifth Saying (Tristitch)— Proverbs 22:29
g) Sixth Saying (Hexastitch)— Proverbs 23:1-3
h) Seventh Saying (Pentastitch)— Proverbs 23:4-5
i) Eighth Saying (Heptastitch)— Proverbs 23:6-8
j) Ninth Saying (Distitch)— Proverbs 23:9
k) Tenth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 23:10-11
l) Eleventh Saying (Hexastitch)— Proverbs 23:12-14
m) Twelfth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 23:15-16
n) Thirteenth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 23:17-18
o) Fourteenth Saying (Hexastitch)— Proverbs 23:19-21
p) Fifteenth Saying (Octastitch)— Proverbs 23:22-25
q) Sixteenth Saying (Hexastitch)— Proverbs 23:26-28
r) Seventeenth Saying (An Ode)— Proverbs 23:29-35
s) Eighteenth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:1-2
t) Nineteenth Saying (Tristitch)— Proverbs 24:3-4
u) Twentieth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:5-6
v) Twenty-First Saying (Distitch)— Proverbs 24:7
w) Twenty-Second Saying (Distitch)— Proverbs 24:8
x) Twenty-Third Saying (Distitch)— Proverbs 24:9
y) Twenty-Fourth Saying (Distitch)— Proverbs 24:10
z) Twenty-Fifth Saying (Hexastitch)— Proverbs 24:11-12
aa) Twenty-Sixth Saying (Pentastitch)— Proverbs 24:13-14
bb) Twenty-Seventh Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:15-16
cc) Twenty-Eighth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:17-18
dd) Twenty-Ninth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:19-20
ee) Thirtieth Saying (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:21-22
2. Second Collection (Four Sayings)— Proverbs 24:23-34
a) First Saying (The Heart) (Hexastitch)— Proverbs 24:23-26
b) Second Saying (The Mind - How We Think) (Tristitch)— Proverbs 24:27
c) Third Saying (The Mind - How We Speak) (Tetrastitch)— Proverbs 24:28-29
d) Fourth Saying (The Body) (Decastitch)— Proverbs 24:30-34
C. Perseverance: Solomon"s Second Collection by Hezekiah— Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 29:27
1.Proverbs About Relationships with Others — Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 26:28
a) Introduction— Proverbs 25:1
b) Wisdom in Dealing with Leaders— Proverbs 25:2-7
i) The Glory of a King: His Spirit — Proverbs 25:2-3
ii) The Judgments of a King: His Mind — Proverbs 25:4-5
iii) The Position of a King: Our Physical Actions — Proverbs 25:6-7
c) Wisdom in Dealing with Relationships— Proverbs 25:8-20
i) Handling Offences— Proverbs 25:8-10
ii) The Power of the Spoken Word— Proverbs 25:11-15
iii) Too Much of Something Good is not Always Good— Proverbs 25:16-17 

iv) Betrayal and Poor Judgment— Proverbs 25:18-20
d) Wisdom in Dealing with Adversity— Proverbs 25:21-24
e) Wisdom Regarding Self-Discipline— Proverbs 25:25-28
f) Wisdom in Dealing with the Foolish— Proverbs 26:1-12
g) Wisdom in Dealing with the Sluggard— Proverbs 26:13-16
h)Wisdom in Dealing with the Liar— Proverbs 26:17-28
2.Proverbs About Misc. Activities — Proverbs 27:1 to Proverbs 29:27
a)Eleven-Line Ode— — Proverbs 27:23-27
IV. Glorification- Our Destination of Rest— Proverbs 30:1 to Proverbs 31:31
A. The Proverbs of Agur- An Encounter with God— Proverbs 30:1-33
1. Introduction— Proverbs 30:1 

2. Man's Response to God's Presence — Proverbs 30:2-3
3. A Description of God's Majesty — Proverbs 30:4-6
4. Setting Priorities in Life — Proverbs 30:7-9
5. Man's Wickedness Compared to God's Holiness — Proverbs 30:10-14
6. God's Wonderful Creation — Proverbs 30:15-31
7. Conclusion— Proverbs 30:32-33
B. The Proverbs of King Lemuel: A Mother's Plea — Proverbs 31:1-31
1. Introduction— Proverbs 31:1
2. A Mother's Plea for Sanctification— Proverbs 31:2-9
a) A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify His Body— Proverbs 31:2-3
b) A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Mind — Proverbs 31:4-7
c) A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Heart — Proverbs 31:8-9
3. The Destination: Walking in Christ"s Fullness — Proverbs 31:10-31
a) The Remedy for a Successful King — Proverbs 31:10—

b) The Characteristics of a Virtuous Woman — Proverbs 31:11-31
i) The Virtuous Woman: Her Spiritual Blessings— Proverbs 31:11-12
ii) The Virtuous Woman: Her Financial Blessings— Proverbs 31:13-16
iii) The Virtuous Woman: Her Physical Blessings— Proverbs 31:17-25
iv) The Virtuous Woman: Her Mental Blessings— Proverbs 31:26-27
v) The Virtuous Woman: Her Praise— Proverbs 31:28-31
CONCLUSION
One major question is still left unanswered after this brief survey of the book of Proverbs. Why are the proverbs found in chapters 10-29 collected into such a seemingly random, disorganized order? Although we know that there are signposts that help guide us during this difficult journey, there seems to be no apparent path to follow in this list of collected proverbs. The answer is found by understanding God's plan for each individual life. When we are saved, God teaches us His Divine Truths mixed with the same warnings found in Proverbs 1-9. He shows to us our eternal destination in Heaven as symbolized in Proverbs 30-31. However, He does not reveal to us the details of our journey in this life. This is because God wants us to learn to depend upon Him on a daily basis for direction in life. We see this illustrated by the story of how God fed the children of Israel for forty years in the wilderness on a daily ration of manna. Never did God give them enough manna to last for more than two days. This is figurative of the fact that every child of God must live daily on the Word of God for his direction in life. This is so that we will learn to trust God daily. If He had revealed to each believer their Christian journey from beginning to end, then a child of God would tend to trust in himself to complete this journey rather than depending upon God for daily guidance. 

We must learn to trust Him and follow Him on a daily basis without having to understand where He is leading us. We must hold His loving hand each day that we are on this journey. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"So clasp thy hand in Mine, and loose not thine hold. For thou canst not tell what great thing I may do for thee through some smallest happening. Thine every hair is numbered, and the most incidental occurrences of the most ordinary day I delight to choose and use to reveal to thee My earnestness in helping thee." 156]

156] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 86.

As we walk this journey day by day under His leadership, we do not always know where we are going. This creates a desire within us to look for God's handiwork in the most incidental events of our most ordinary day on this journey. Each incident of each day gives us an opportunity to be taught a precept of God' endless wisdom. The Lord does not expect us to become spiritual giants overnight. But what He asks is that we look for divine wisdom in each incidental situation of the day. As we see the right way, we correct our lifestyle to conform to this way. It is a day-by-day walk and a day-by-day change. This is a walk that God desires of us, to be in constant communion with our Heavenly Father, dependent upon Him in every area of our lives. Were not the children of Israel instructed to follow the Ark of the Covenant when they entered the Promised Land? This is because the Ark represented the presence of God and the children of Israel had never passed this way before ( Joshua 3:3-4).

Joshua 3:3-4, "And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore."

This is the path that we see in Proverbs 10-29, as we behold God's Wisdom of Solomon , precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little. Thus, the book of Proverbs is organized this way. Although we find sections of these chapters that deal largely with a particular theme, we also see that individual proverbs about our spirit, soul, body and finances are all interwoven within all of these themes. For example, while we may be reading primarily about the tongue is a section of chapters 10 or 12, we also find proverbs about other issues of our life woven within these passages. This is because God feeds us a daily balanced diet. He wants us to learn the biblical principles about each area of the Christian life. For example, if we learned only how to have a pure heart, but failed to learn about prosperity, we would have a heart after God but remain financially poor. This is not God's best for His children. However, if we learned to handle our finances well, but mismanaged our health, we would die at an early age and loose our prosperity to others. This is not God's best. God gives us a daily ration of spiritual, mental, physical and financial lessons on our journey. If we will simply look about us each day, we can learn to recognize these teachings as they are illustrated all around us in the lives of others. You would not want to eat rice 365 days a year. You would not get the minerals and vitamins, protein, fiber and fatty acids that you need for a healthy body. Neither does God want us deficient in any area of our lives. Thus, the proverbs are interwoven in the manner that God leads us on the journey. 

This random order may also be influenced by the fact that temptations and trials often come to us in a random order, much because Satan is a creature who is out of order with God's plan for creation. God tells us to do everything decently and in order ( 1 Corinthians 14:40), while Satan gains control of people's lives through chaos and disorder. Although Satan may bring us trials in such random order, he cannot override the divine providence of Almighty God, who is ordering our daily path to the destination that He has predetermined before the foundation of the world ( 1 Corinthians 14:40).

1 Corinthians 14:40, "Let all things be done decently and in order."

We begin our journey with training and severe warnings of its dangers (1-9). We are clearly shown our eternal destination for those who will follow the voice of wisdom (30-31). But the actual journey must be walked one day at a time, seeking His face, trusting that His loving hand is holding us close by His side (10-29). Therefore, these short proverbs represent the daily occurrences and situations that we face on the journey in life. In each of these situations, we are to look for God's ways, for His Wisdom of Solomon , which are found in each of these proverbs. Thus, the book of Proverbs represents our journey in this life. As we walk through each of these phases of our lives, we find ourselves growing in peace along this journey. Each lesson helps us to find rest in the Lord because each part of the journey brings us closer to a place of complete rest in Him.

Once we have arrived at our destination, we then realize that we have been on a journey that has brought us to a place of true rest in this life, where we have learned to deal with life's circumstances with Wisdom of Solomon , understanding and discretion. It has brought us to a place of peace, health and prosperity. 

But we can also now see that each proverb has a spiritual meaning behind it as well as a practical application, since the same journey that guides us on our daily walk in this life is the same journey that will guide us into our eternal rest in Heaven. There is this two-fold application of each proverb because every decision that we make in this life affects us in eternity. Therefore, each proverb that we have encountered on this journey has a practical, or temporal application for this life as well as a spiritual, or eternal application that is only understood as one looks at life from its eternal values. This journey teaches us that every decision we make for our daily life should consider the eternal and long-term effects as well as the immediate effects.

Jesus Christ has become our wisdom and understanding, as we learn to be led by the Holy Spirit. It is He who leads us along this spiritual journey in life to a place of peace and rest. When Jesus told His disciples that they knew the way, Thomas asked Jesus to show him the way. When Jesus said that He is the way that leads to the Father, Philip asked to see the Father ( John 14:1-11). The disciples wanted to be able to walk this path by natural sight so that it would be easy to follow. They wanted to be able to see their destination. Jesus explained to them because they had been following Him, they were on the right path to the Father. They had been on the right path since forsaking all and following Him, and this path they knew. But they were expecting this path to lead to an earthly kingdom with Jesus reigning as king. The disciples thought that Jesus Christ was about to set up His earthly kingdom where they would enjoy a position of power and honor. The disciples thought that they would become the member of His Cabinet, or Ministers over each sector of the government. They did not realize until later that the path to the Heavenly Father was a path of shame and sacrifice and even death. Jesus' path took Him to the Cross. People often look for the easy path to follow. When given a choice, many will choose the door that reads "Fame and Pleasure." Instead, Jesus chose the door of "Shame and Sacrifice" and this door led down the path to honor and eternal joy in heaven. The door that promised fame and pleasure takes its victims into disgrace and torment in hell. 

This path that Jesus was calling the disciples down took them through great persecutions and even death. The Lord is calling us down a path, but we must choose. The fool in the book of Proverbs always takes the easy path, while the wise chooses the difficult journey. Which path will you choose today?
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-6 

Proverbs 1:1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;
Proverbs 1:1 — "The proverbs of Solomon" - Word Study on "proverbs" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "proverb" "mashal" ( מָשָׁל) (H 4912) means, "(1) a similitude, parable, (2) a sententious saying, such as consists in the ingenious comparison of two things or opinions, (3) a proverb, (4) a Song of Solomon , a poem." Strong says it means, "a pithy maxim, usually of metaphorical nature; hence, a simile (as an adage, poem, discourse)," and it comes from a primitive root ( מָשַׁל) (H 4910) meaning, "to rule." A proverb is a concentrated saying that contains many hidden truths, reflected in Proverbs 1:6, which say, "a proverb…and their dark sayings." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 39 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "proverb 19, parable 18, byword 1, like 1." This Hebrew word is used 6 times in the book of Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:1; Proverbs 1:6; Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 25:1; Proverbs 26:7; Proverbs 26:9).

Comments- These proverbs are mostly written in couplets or triplicates, up to eight parallel thoughts. The parallel structure of these proverbial sentences, the repetition, contrast, or comparison of thought, were arranges as to facilitate the efforts of memory.

Although this book of the Old Testament uses proverbs as short saying, this same Hebrew word is also used of the lengthy prophecies of Balaam found in Numbers 23:7 to Numbers 24:24 as well as the extended poetry of Job ( Job 27:1). Isaiah uses this word in his prophecy against the king of Babylon ( Isaiah 14:4). This word is found in other places in Scriptures, such as when God made a proverb out of the nation of Israel ( 1 Kings 9:7, Psalm 69:11).

1 Kings 9:7, "Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all people:"

Psalm 69:11, "I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a proverb to them."

We can also group the synonyms "dark sayings" and "interpretations" ( Proverbs 1:6) into this category of passages called Proverbs , as well as the all of the "parables" of Jesus Christ found within the Gospels. It is very likely that the Queen of Sheba was referring to riddles or proverbs when the Scripture tells us that she came to test Solomon with "hard sayings" ( 1 Kings 10:1).

1 Kings 10:1, "And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions."

The statements, "Is Saul also among the prophets?" ( 1 Samuel 10:12), "The fathers have eaten sour grapes and the children's teeth are set on edge," ( Ezekiel 18:2), as well as "Physician, heal thyself," ( Luke 4:23) may all be considered as a type of Oriental proverb. 47] We can add to this list Samson's riddle as a type of proverb, "Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness." ( Judges 14:14).

47] W. J. Deane, S. T. Taylor-Taswell, Walter F. Adeney, T. Whitelaw, R. A. Redford, and B. C. Caffin, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in The Pulpit Commentary, vol 9, ed. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction to Proverbs."

In summary, the Hebrew idea behind the "mashal" would be anything said that contains a hidden meaning.

Comments- The phrase "the proverbs of Solomon" ( משׁלי שׁלמה) is used twice in the book of Proverbs as superscriptions ( Proverbs 1:1; Proverbs 25:1). We see in 1 Kings 4:29-34 that God gave Solomon a tremendous amount of wisdom. This accounts for his ability to author such a work. Although he spoke 3 ,000 Proverbs , we only have a little over 300 recorded within the book of Proverbs. This is because we have only those ten percent that are necessary for our redemption.

1 Kings 4:29-34, "And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about. And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there came of all people to hear the Wisdom of Solomon , from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom." 

This is also confirmed in Ecclesiastes 12:9.

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

It is also likely that Solomon collected many of these proverbs from oral sources. He may not have been the originator of them all. In fact, we know that his father, King David, gave him many of these Proverbs , but they are his in the sense that he collected them and put them into writing ( Proverbs 4:3-4).

Proverbs 4:3-4, "For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live."

Note that Song of Solomon , being a type and figure of the Lord Jesus Christ, was similar in that both Jesus and Solomon spoke in parables as a means of teaching wisdom ( John 16:25).

John 16:25, "These things in similitudes I have spoken to you, but there cometh an hour when no more in similitudes will I speak to you, but freely of the Father, will tell you."

A proverb has been called a "concentrated parable," and the parable "an extension of the proverb by a full illustration." Jesus spoke often in parables as a method of teaching wisdom.

Proverbs 1:1 — "the son of David, king of Israel" - Comments 1 - Solomon was a type and figure of the Lord Jesus Christ. In such a comparison, both Solomon and Jesus carried the titles as the son of David and the king of Israel ( Matthew 1:1, John 1:49). Both opened their mouths and taught in parables and both have ruled over God's people.

Matthew 1:1, "A roll of the birth of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham."

John 1:49, "Nathanael answered and saith to him, ‘Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the king of Israel."

Comments 2 - Some scholars speculate that Solomon wrote the Song of Solomon when he was young. He may have written the book of Proverbs during his years as a king, and the book of Ecclesiastes in his old age. Matthew Henry makes an interesting comment on the introductions to the three books authored by Solomon:

"In the title of his song he only writes himself Song of Solomon , perhaps because he wrote it before his accession to the throne, being filled with the Holy Ghost when he was young. In the title of his Proverbs he writes himself the son of David, king of Israel, for then he ruled over all Israel. In the title of his Ecclesiastes he writes himself the son of David, king of Jerusalem, because then perhaps his influence had grown less upon the distant tribes, and he confined himself very much in Jerusalem." 48]

48] Matthew Henry, Proverbs, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), "Introduction."

Note:

Ecclesiastes 1:1, "The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem."

Song of Solomon 1:1, "The Song of Solomon , which is Solomon"s."

Proverbs 1:1 — Comments- Proverbs 1:1 serves as the title of the book of Proverbs. It is credited to King Solomon because he was the main contributor to this collection of wisdom literature and perhaps because his name became associated with the wisdom literature in Israel. Since we know that the book of Proverbs is a collection of sayings from more than one author, and not of Solomon himself, this opening verse might be interpreted, "This is a collection of sayings of which King Solomon is credited with establishing for the people of Israel."

Solomon was given his great wisdom by God. Note Solomon"s prayer for wisdom in 1 Kings 3:5-15. According to 1 Kings 3:12 God gave King Solomon more wisdom than any man has or ever will have in this life, beside the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Kings 4:29, "And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore."

1 Kings 5:12, "And the LORD gave Solomon Wisdom of Solomon , as he promised him: and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and they two made a league together."

Proverbs 1:2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 
Proverbs 1:2 — Word Study on "know" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "know" ( יָדַע) (H 3045) means, "to see," hence, "to perceive, to acquire knowledge, to know, to be acquainted." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to know, to ascertain by seeing." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 947 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "know 645, known 105, knowledge 19, perceive 18, shew 17, tell 8, wist 7, understand 7, certainly 7, acknowledge 6, acquaintance 6, consider 6, declare 6, teach 5, misc 85." This Hebrew word is used 35 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:2 — Word Study on "wisdom" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "wisdom" ( חָכְמָה) (H 2451) means, "skill of an artificer, dexterity, wisdom." Strong says it means, "wisdom." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 149 times, it is translated in the KJV as, " Wisdom of Solomon 145, wisely 2, skilful Prayer of Manasseh 1:1, wits 1." This Hebrew word is used 39 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:2 — Word Study on "instruction" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "instruction" ( מוּסָר) (H 4148) means, "correction, admonition, discipline, instruction, doctrine." Strong says it means, "chastisement, reproof, warning, instruction, restraint." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 50 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "instruction 30, correction 8, chasten 4, chastisement 3, check 1, bond 1, discipline 1, doctrine 1, rebuker 1." This Hebrew word is used 30 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:2 — Word Study on "perceive" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "perceive" ( בִּין) (H 995) means, "to perceive, to separate." Strong says it is a primitive root that means, "to separate mentally (or distinguish), i.e. (generally) understand." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 170 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 62, understanding 32, consider 22, prudent 8, perceive 7, regard 6, discern 3, instruct 3, misc 27." This Hebrew word is used 34times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:2 — Word Study on "words" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "words" ( אִמֵּר) (H 561) means, "a word, discourse" when used poetically, and it means, "a command, mandate." Strong says it means, "something said," and it comes from the primitive root ( אָמַר) (H 559), meaning, "to say." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 49 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "words 43, speeches 2, sayings 2, appointed 1, answer 1." This Hebrew word is used 22 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:2 — Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( בִּינָה) (H 998) means, "understanding, intelligence, insight." Strong says it means, "understanding," and it comes from the primitive root ( בִּין) (H 995), which means, "to separate mentally (or distinguish), i.e.(generally) understand," which is the same verb used in this verse that is translated, "to perceive." Holladay says it means, "insight, perception." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 38 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 32, Wisdom of Solomon 2, knowledge 1, meaning 1, perfectly 1, understand 1." This Hebrew word is used 14times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:2 — Comments- Someone once gave a clear distinction between knowledge and wisdom. "Knowledge is the apprehension of the truth in one's mind, but wisdom is the application of truth to one's life." Bob Yandian says that knowledge is taking in the Word of God, and wisdom is the correct output or application of that knowledge. 49] A good example of the difference between knowledge and wisdom can be found in Ephesians 4:15, "But speaking the truth in love..." This verse in Ephesians tells us that we may have the correct knowledge and information to tell someone, but not be able to manage that knowledge correctly. We may say something to someone in a spirit of pride or anger, rather than in a spirit of love and edification.

49] Bob Yandian, Salt and Light: The Sermon on the Mount (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, c 1983, 1988), 11.

Proverbs 1:3 To receive the instruction of Wisdom of Solomon , justice, and judgment, and equity;
Proverbs 1:3 — Word Study on "receive" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "receive" ( לָקַח) (H 3947) means, "to take, receive." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to take (in the widest variety of applications)," The Enhanced Strong says it is used 965 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "take 747, receive 61, take away 51, fetch 31, bring 25, get 6, take out 6, carry away 5, married 4, buy 3, misc 26." This Hebrew word is used 19 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:3 — Word Study on "instruction" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "instruction" ( מוּסָר) (H 4148) means, "correction, admonition, discipline, instruction, doctrine." Strong says it means, "chastisement, reproof, warning, instruction, restraint." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 50 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "instruction 30, correction 8, chasten 4, chastisement 3, check 1, bond 1, discipline 1, doctrine 1, rebuker 1." This Hebrew word is used 30 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:3 — Word Study on "wisdom" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "wisdom" ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919) means, "to look at, behold, be prudent." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to be circumspect, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7." This Hebrew word is used 13times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:3 — Word Study on "justice" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "justice" ( צֶדֶק) (H 6664) means, "straightness, recititude, right, what is right and just." Strong says it means, "rightness, recititude, justice, virtue, prosperity," and it comes from the primitive root ( צָדַק) (H 6663) meaning, "to be (causatively, make) right (in a moral or forensic sense)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 116 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "righteousness 77, just 11, justice 10, righteous 8, righteously 3, right 3, righteous cause 1, unrighteousness 1, misc 2." This Hebrew word is used 8 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:3 — Word Study on "judgment" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "judgment" ( מִשְׁפָּט) (H 4941) means, "judgment, right, that which is just, lawful, according to law." Strong says it means, "a verdict (favorable or unfavorable) pronounced judicially, especially a sentence or formal decree (human or [participant"s] divine law, individual or collective), including the Acts , the place, the suit, the crime, and the penalty; abstractly, justice, including a participant"s right or privilege (statutory or customary), or even a style," and it comes from the primitive root ( שָׁפַט) (H 8199) meaning, "to Judges , i.e. pronounce sentence (for or against); by implication, to vindicate or punish; by extension, to govern; passively, to litigate (literally or figuratively)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used it is used 421times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "judgment 296, manner 38, right 18, cause 12, ordinance 11, lawful 7, order 5, worthy 3, fashion 3, custom 2, discretion 2, law 2, measure 2, sentence 2, misc 18." This Hebrew word is used 20 times in the book of Proverbs. 

Proverbs 1:3 — Word Study on "equity" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "equity" ( מֵישָׁרִים) (H 4339) means, "straightness, happiness, peace, friendship." Strong says it means, "evenness, i.e. (figuratively) prosperity or concord; also straightness, i.e. (figuratively) rectitude (only in plural with singular sense; often adverbially)," and it comes from the primitive root ( יָשַׁר) (H 3474) meaning, "to be straight or even; figuratively, to be (causatively, to make) right, pleasant, prosperous." The Enhanced Strong says it is used it is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "equity 4, uprightly 3, uprightness 3, right things 2, agreement 1, aright 1, equal 1, right 1, righteously 1, sweetly 1, upright 1." This Hebrew word is used 5 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 1:4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 
Proverbs 1:4 — "To give subtilty to the simple" - Word Study on "subtilty" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "subtilty" ( עָרְמָה) (H 6195) means, "craftiness, guile," in a negative sense, and "prudence" in a positive sense. Strong says it means, "trickery, or (in a good sense) discretion," and it comes from the primitive root ( עָרַם) (H 6191), which means, "to be (or make) bare," but used only in the derivative sense to mean, "to be cunning." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 5 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "guile 1, wilily 1, subtilty 1, Wisdom of Solomon 1, prudence 1."

Word Study on "the simple" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612) means, "simplicity, folly," or "a simple person, one easily persuaded and enticed." Strong says it means, "silly (i.e. seducible)," and it comes from the primitive root verb ( פָּתָה) (H 6601), which means, "to open, i.e. to be roomy," and in a figurative or moral sense, it means, "to be simple or delude." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "simple 15, simple ones 2, foolish 1, simplicity 1." This Hebrew word is used 15 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- The word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612) is plural in the Hebrew text, and is more accurately read as "simple ones," as revealed in some translations, "For giving to simple ones--prudence, To a youth--knowledge and discretion." (YLT) Thus, according to its meaning "to be open," being "a simple one" is not a vice, but it is a stage of growth that we all must go through as young people. Today, we would call this the impressionable years, the time in a person's life when someone open himself up and receives what others tell him. In this same sense, Gesenius describes this person as someone who is "easily persuaded and enticed." We can see this openness of the simple person in Proverbs 14:15, which states that the simple believe every word. It is the way God created us for our good, that we might receive instruction and lay it as a foundation in our early lives. But Satan attempts to capture these simple ones during this early period of their lives in order to bring them to destruction. For example, in today's world of Muslim terrorism (2003), we are told to look for young males of Arab descent between the ages of 18 to 35 as a typical profile of someone who is given to commit such terrorist acts. This is because Satan has captured these younger men during their years of simplicity by using religion in order to lay a destructive foundation in these lives.

Proverbs 14:15, "The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going."

This openness to receive what they hear is characteristic of young people in their teens and twenties. It is a period in life when one searches for adventure and for purpose and meaning in life. After this, people tend to become settled in their lifestyles and in their ways of thinking. In is during these years that the Lord wants to train us correctly. According to the book of Proverbs , the goal of the simple will be to become virtuous. We find a profile of this person in the last chapter of Proverbs , being called the virtuous woman. The word virtuous means "strong in character." This passage describes a person with a strong conviction and determination to live a Godly life. A person"s strength is measured not by the outward Prayer of Manasseh , but by the inner Prayer of Manasseh , by a person who has a character with godly qualities and virtues. This is the goal of the simple one. It cannot be achieved without following the path of wisdom laid out in the book of Proverbs. However, for those simple ones who do not grow, but who stay simple along the journey, the book of Proverbs begins to refer to them in a negative sense ( Proverbs 14:15; Proverbs 14:18; Proverbs 22:3; Proverbs 27:12).

Proverbs 14:15, "The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going."

Proverbs 14:18, "The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge."

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished." (and Proverbs 27:12)

The author of Hebrews made a similar comment about those believers who should have grown up, but were still babes in Christ, not being able to discern between good and evil ( Hebrews 5:12-14).

Hebrews 5:12-14, "For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil."

Scripture References- Note similar verses.

Psalm 19:7, "The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple."

Psalm 119:130, "The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple."

Proverbs 1:4 — "to the young man knowledge and discretion" - Word Study on "young man" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "young man" ( נַעַר) (H 5288) means, "boy." Strong says it means, "a boy from the age of infancy to adolescence, a servant, a girl." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 238 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "young Prayer of Manasseh 76, servant 54, child 44, lad 33, young 15, children 7, youth 6, babe 1, boys 1, young 1."

Word Study on "knowledge" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "knowledge" ( דַּעַת) (H 1847) means, "knowledge, knowing, intelligence, understanding, wisdom." Strong says it means "knowledge," and it comes from the primitive root ( יָדַע) (H 3045), which means, "to know," and is used in a great variety of senses throughout the Old Testament. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 93times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "knowledge 82, know 6, cunning 1, unwittingly 2 + 010972, ignorantly + 010971, unawares + 010971." This Hebrew word is used 40 times in the book of Proverbs.

Word Study on "discretion" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "discretion" ( מְזִמָּה) (H 4209) means, "counsel, prudence, craftiness, wickedness." Strong says it means, "a plan, usually evil," and sometimes in the good sense, "sagacity," and it comes from a primitive root ( זָמַם) (H 2161), which means, "to plan, usually in a bad sense." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "discretion 4, wicked device 3, device 3, thought 3, intents 1, mischievous device 1, wickedly 1, witty inventions 1, lewdness 1, mischievous 1." This Hebrew word is used 8 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- A young man is generally characterized by being naive and inexperienced in life. Note Psalm 119:9, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word." That Isaiah , a young man will cleanse his ways by taking heed, or considering, the consequences of a decision before making it. This is how one uses discretion, by gaining knowledge of a situation first. Song of Solomon , perhaps within the context of this verse in Proverbs , ( מְזִמָּה) (H 4209) would carry the sense of "to consider." In other words, to weigh out a situation before making a decision.

Proverbs 1:4 — Comments- In the culture of Israel, a man was considered young until he because twenty years old. The Mosaic Law made a clear distinction of responsibility and maturity in a person's age. For example, Moses numbered the males who were above the age of twenty ( Numbers 1:3). Below this age, they were grouped with the women and children, who were not numbered. According to the Law, when an individual made a vow, he was to make an offering according to his age. Those who were twenty years old to sixty were given the same offering ( Leviticus 27:3). Thus, it appears that Solomon trained groomed these young men in his court for future service in his kingdom. Thus, this verse makes a clear distinction between these young men and other Israelites.

Numbers 1:3, "From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their armies."

Leviticus 27:3, "And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old, even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary."

Proverbs 1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: 
Proverbs 1:5 — "A wise man will hear, and will increase learning" - Word Study on "learning" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "learning" ( לֶקַח) (H 3948) means, "arts, by which any one's mind is captivated, doctrine, knowledge." Strong says it means, "something received," such as "instruction," and it comes from a primitive root ( לָקַח) (H 3947), which means, "to take," and is a common word used in a wide variety of senses. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 9 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "doctrine 4, learning 4, fair speech 1." 

Comments- The previous verse refers to "young men," who were most likely those under the age of twenty, who were being trained in the king's court. Within this context, the wise men would be those who had finished their training and had been sent out into the kingdom to perform the king's duties. Thus, Solomon is telling these wise men to continue to learn and grow in the ways of divine wisdom.

Proverbs 1:5 — "and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels" - Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( בִּין) (H 995) means, "to perceive, to separate." Strong says it is a primitive root that means, "to separate mentally (or distinguish), i.e. (generally) understand." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 170 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 62, understanding 32, consider 22, prudent 8, perceive 7, regard 6, discern 3, instruct 3, misc 27." This Hebrew word is used 34times in the book of Proverbs.

Word Study on "wise counsels" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( תַּחְבֻּלֹות) (H 8458) literally means, "steerage (as a management of ropes)," and it can be used figuratively to mean, "guidance or a plan," and it comes from a verb ( חָבַל) (H 2254) that means, "to wind tightly (as a rope)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "counsel 5, good advice 1."

Comments- Literally, a man of understanding will gain the skill to steer his life in the right direction just as a seaman learns to steer a ship.

Proverbs 1:5 — Comments- The Hebrew words for "wise" man (H 2450) and a man of "understanding" (H 995) in Proverbs 1:5 are also used in Proverbs 1:2. Thus, Proverbs 1:5 says when a man begins to seek wisdom and understanding ( Proverbs 1:2), he will learn how to walk and live in the path of divine Wisdom of Solomon , in a lifestyle of learning how to make wise decisions and how to take wise counsel ( Proverbs 1:5).

Proverbs 1:6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.
Proverbs 1:6 — "To understand a proverb, and the interpretation" - Word Study on "proverb" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "proverb" "mashal" ( מָשָׁל) (H 4912) means, "(1) a similitude, parable, (2) a sententious saying, such as consists in the ingenious comparison of two things or opinions, (3) a proverb, (4) a Song of Solomon , a poem." Strong says it means, "a pithy maxim, usually of metaphorical nature; hence, a simile (as an adage, poem, discourse)," and it comes from a primitive root ( מָשַׁל) (H 4910) meaning, "to rule." A proverb is a concentrated saying that contains many hidden truths, reflected in Proverbs 1:6, which say, "a proverb…and their dark sayings." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 39 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "proverb 19, parable 18, byword 1, like 1." This Hebrew word is used 6 times in the book of Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:1; Proverbs 1:6; Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 25:1; Proverbs 26:7; Proverbs 26:9).

Word Study on "the interpretation" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "interpretation" ( מְלִיצָה) (H 4426) means, "a mocking Song of Solomon , an interpretation, hence, what needs an interpretation, an enigma, an obscure saying. Strong says it means, "an aphorism," and it comes from a primitive root ( לִיץ) (H 3887), which means, "to make mouths," hence, "to scoff, (from the effort to pronounce a foreign language), to interpret, to intercede." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "interpretation 1, taunting 1."

Comments- The phrase "and the interpretation" refers to the message that lies below the surface of a proverb. When someone digs into a proverb and begins to examine it truth, there is a rich storehouse of wisdom that can be found to enrich one's life. Each proverb is like a priceless jewel. But it is of no value to the one who does not possess its hidden interpretation. This is why Proverbs 1:6 parallel's the phrase "its interpretation" with "dark sayings", since the meaning of a proverb has to be dug out and understood before it has value to its hearers.

Proverbs 1:6 — "the words of the wise, and their dark sayings" - Word Study on "the words of the wise" - The phrase "the words of the wise" ( חֲכָמִ֗ים דִּבְרֵי) is used four times in the Old Testament ( Proverbs 1:6; Proverbs 22:17, Ecclesiastes 9:17; Ecclesiastes 12:11). Within the context of Proverbs 1:6, it serves as a synonym for the word, "proverb." Note the other three uses:

Proverbs 22:17, "Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge."

Ecclesiastes 9:17, "The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools."

Ecclesiastes 12:11, "The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd."

Comments- Wise men played an important role in ancient societies, serving as the king's chief advisors. We see this in the books of Genesis , Daniel and Esther.

Genesis 41:8, "And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh."

Genesis 41:33, "Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt."

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

Daniel 1:4, "Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all Wisdom of Solomon , and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king"s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans."

Daniel 1:20, "And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm."

Daniel 4:18, "This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee."

Esther 1:13, "Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, (for so was the king"s manner toward all that knew law and judgment:"

Many nations set wise men in the positions of leaders and counsellors.

Jeremiah 49:7, "Concerning Edom, thus saith the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished?"

These wise men served as leaders in the nation of Israel.

Deuteronomy 1:15, "So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and known, and made them heads over you, captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and officers among your tribes."

They stood with the priests and prophets of the land in shaping the moral fiber of the nation. 

Jeremiah 18:18, "Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words."

They often sat at the city gates with the elders ( Job 29:7-25).

Wisdom was not limited to the palace or city gates. It was also honoured in the villages and in the homes. 

Ecclesiastes 9:15, "Now there was found in it a poor wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man."

Thus, a society could be divided into two groups; those who have Wisdom of Solomon , and those who lack wisdom. Within the group of people who lacked Wisdom of Solomon , there were two types; the diligent who took counsel, and the fools and the wicked who shunned it. Thus, we see this same group of people within the book of Proverbs.

Word Study on "dark sayings" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "dark sayings" ( חִידָה) (H 2420) means, "something twisted, involved," hence, "subtlety, fraud, a difficult sentence, an enigma, a sententious expression." Strong says this word means, "a puzzle, hence, a trick, conundrum, sententious maxim," and it comes from a primitive root ( חוּד) (H 2330), which literally means, "to tie a knot," but figuratively used, "to propound or put forth (a riddle)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 17 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "riddle 9, dark sayings 3, hard question 2, dark sentence 1, proverb 1, dark speech 1."

Comments- Because a parable is written in the form of a concentrated truth, within its brief words are hidden many deeps sayings that are not easily understood. The apostle Peter uses a similar phrase, "hard to be understood," in describing Paul's teachings ( 2 Peter 3:16). For those who are able to interpret spiritual truths with spiritual hearts, these dark sayings are brought to light ( 1 Corinthians 2:13).

2 Peter 3:16, "As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction."

1 Corinthians 2:13, "Which things also we speak, not in the words which man"s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual."

God has always spoken in proverbs or parables and dark sayings. Note:

Psalm 49:4, "I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp."

Psalm 78:2, "I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old."

1 Corinthians 2:7, "But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:"

1 Corinthians 2:13-14, "Which things also we speak, not in the words which man"s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."

Only the Holy Spirit can give us true understanding. Why does God not reveal His parables to the wicked? Note:

Mark 4:11-12, "And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them."

God does not reveal His whole counsel to the wicked because then they would become accountable to live by it. This would bring greater judgment upon their heads on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, in God"s grace and mercy, He allows them to live their lives in ignorance so that their judgment will be less.



Verses 7-9 

Exhortation to Fear God and Parents: The Key of Life Revealed- The first key that Solomon gives to us to enable us to unlock the secrets to life's journey is the instruction that we are to fear the Lord by initially respecting our parents in the home ( Proverbs 1:7-9). This is where a person's journey into fellowship with God begins in a life of godliness. God gave every human being parents and a home where discipline is taught as a way of starting us on our journey that will take us to Heaven's gates and into God's eternal presence. Our salvation experience is our decision to fear God and honor our parents. All other journeys lead to destruction. This journey will bring us into adornment and honor, which is referred to in Proverbs 1:9. So we see that the fear of the Lord opens the door of our hearts to receive the anointing. Thus, Proverbs 1:7-9 can be understood to be a summary of the entire book of Proverbs. It can be compared to the introduction of a thesis in which the issues and message of the document is summarized in the opening paragraph.

Reverence for Parents - Reverence for parents ( Proverbs 1:8) naturally follows Proverbs 1:7, for learning to obey our parents becomes our first lesson in reverence for God. God has established the institution of the family unit so that every human can begin his/her life with an environment that develops the fear of God in one's heart. When a child develops a genuine devotion to his parents, he naturally will learn this same devotion to the Lord. His loyal and gentle spirit serves as an ornament of grace that makes this person stand out in a crowd above others of less character.

Obedience to parents is of utmost importance. Even if parents are wrong, a child"s responsibility is obedience. However, most of the time, the parents know more than the children do. 

Illustration- In June 2002, our oldest child Elisabeth faced her first real test of who to follow. Not yet four years old, she had to decide whether to follow her parents ( Proverbs 1:8), or the peer pressure of her playmate ( Proverbs 1:10). My wife and I found her coming out of our neighbour's house with her playmate in order to run down the street to visit an unknown neighbour. We told her not to go to this strange house and explained to her why. Then, we left her standing in the street with her playmate while we took the younger child on a stroll. We kept looking back to see if she would run off with her playmate to this house when we got far enough away. Sure enough, when we reached the end of the street and looked back, she was gone. My wife moved quickly back up the street and into the next street looking for her. She saw her running back to our house after having followed her playmate most of the way. We took her into our home and talked to her about obeying her parents. She explained that her playmate told her that when we were gone to run with him to the neighbour's house. She gave into this call until guilt turned her steps around and she found herself running back home. She did not get a spanking that day; but hopefully she learned an important lesson heeding the call of her parents above others.

"fools...my son" - There are two types of people that need wisdom and instruction: the fools and children. Matthew Henry says, "Fools are persons who have no true Wisdom of Solomon , who follow their own devices, without regard to reason, or reverence for God. Children are reasonable creatures, and when we tell them what they must do, we must tell them why. But they are corrupt and willful, therefore with the instruction there is need of a law. Let Divine truths and commands be to us most honourable; let us value them, and then they shall be so to us." 50]

50] Matthew Henry, Proverbs, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 1:7-9.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Proverbs 1:7 — "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge" - Word Study on "the beginning" - Holladay translates the phrase "the beginning" as "the starting point." JFB says, "the first part, the foundation." The TSK says, "the principal part." Toy translates this word as "its foremost and essential element." 51] This means that the fear of Lord is the basic ingredient necessary in the heart of man for him to understand what he sees and perceives around him. Another way of stating this fact is to say that man must begin to see this life"s experiences from God"s perspective, the way God sees his creation.

51] Crawford H. Toy, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Proverbs ,, in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899), 10.

Illustration- Paint is made up of a carrier, such as oil or water, plus pigments and other ingredients. Cake is primarily made up of flour. In the same way, an accumulation of experiences in life must all be perceived in light of the fear of God, or knowing how God sees these experiences. This means that when one sees life from God"s perspective and with the fear of God, all the other ingredients in life make sense. These life experiences have little value without a divine perspective, just as the smaller ingredients in paint make little sense or have little value without being mixed with a carrier. Cake also is not a cake, when flour is not added. It is just a mixture of useless ingredients.

Comments on "The fear of the Lord" - The theme of fearing the Lord is repeated throughout the book of Proverbs. This is the key to unlocking the secrets of true wisdom. The book of Proverbs contrasts the fool as the person who has no fear of God in his heart. A study of Psalm 34reveals to us that the fear of the Lord is something in which we must learn to walk. 

Psalm 34:11-14, "Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it."

Psalm 34describes the person who walks in the fear of the Lord as "the humble, one who seeks the Lord, a poor Prayer of Manasseh , the righteous, them that are of a broken heart, such as be of a contrite spirit, His servants, and them that trust in Him."

We can learn the fear of the Lord by continually reading His Word so that our hearts may not be lifted up against Him.

Deuteronomy 17:19-20, "And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, Hebrews , and his children, in the midst of Israel."

This was the role of the priests of Israel.

2 Kings 17:28, "Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD."

Thus, the Scriptures teach us that the fear of the Lord is a choice that we make, rather than an experience that we have ( Proverbs 1:29).

Proverbs 1:29, "For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:"

Thus, the fear of the Lord is chosen by those who received the instruction of God's Word. This leads to the fact that the opposite of fearing the Lord is to be high-minded, or of a proud heart:

Romans 11:20, "Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:"

Also, the opposite of fearing the Lord is despising Him:

Proverbs 14:2, "He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him."

If we despise the Lord over a long period of time, our hearts will become hardened and we will fall into sin and destruction

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Song of Solomon , note the progression of events in the heart of the sinner. He first makes the decision not to fear the Lord ( Proverbs 1:29). In pursuing his own ways, he exalts his own reasoning above the Word of God, thus becoming highminded ( Romans 11:20), or full of pride. His heart begins to despise the things of God and the people of God, since it condemns him. After a period of time, and after refusing repeated calls to repent, God turns him over to a reprobate mind ( Romans 1:21-32) and his heart becomes hardened ( Proverbs 28:14). We see this same progression of events in reverse order in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5.

2 Corinthians 10:4-5, "(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;"

Comments on "is the beginning of knowledge" - The phrase "the beginning of knowledge," means, "the beginning of a life abounding with the virtues described in Proverbs 1:2-6." Therefore, the word "knowledge" is simply used to represent all of the virtues of wisdom. This word is used because it is the virtue that we begin within our quest for wisdom. The word "knowledge" is used figuratively in this verse to represent all of the virtues listed in the previous verses. Knowledge is one of the first ingredients in the path to godliness listed in 2 Peter 1:5-7.

2 Peter 1:5-7, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity."

Comments- In his book The Call Rick Joyner is told, "Obedience in the fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom of Solomon , but the fullness of wisdom is to obey because of your love for God." 52] For example, when I was a child, I ate my vegetables out of fear of punishment from my parents if I did not eat them. Today, I eat vegetables because I have grown to love them.

52] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 61.

Comments- We are told in James 1:21 to receive God"s Word with meekness of heart. Many people have read the Scriptures, but it is only is a humble heart where these words can take root and grow. The hardened heart cannot receive instructions. Thus, the second part of this verse warns us of the fool, whose heart is too hardened to receive instruction, "but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

James 1:21, "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

Comments- When a man is saved, he begins a walk in the fear of the Lord. This begins a journey of learning God's ways. Many people come to God after years of striving for happiness, peace, joy, prosperity and the wisdom of this world. But 1 Corinthians 1:25 says, "The foolishness of God is wiser than men," even "the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" ( 1 Corinthians 1:21). Man's plans, his Wisdom of Solomon , and human ingenuity always have and will always fail. Only God's wisdom works for the ultimate goal, which is a blessed life.

1 Corinthians 1:20-25, "Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men."

Wisdom does not come from a good education, nor does it come from learning social behaviors of people. True wisdom originates from the heart of man and proceeds to change the outward man. It begins with a genuine fear of God and completes its task by changing the whole Prayer of Manasseh , spirit, soul and body.

Thus, the path of divine wisdom is not an intellectual achievement, but it is a spiritual journey, that will last into eternity as we come to know the fullness of God.

A good definition of this verse is found in Psalm 111:10 b, which says that all who do His commandments have good understanding.

Psalm 111:10, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever."

Proverbs 1:7 — "but fools despise wisdom and instruction" - Word Study on "fools" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fools" ( אֱוִיל) (H 191) comes from a root verb that means, "to be perverse." This word occurs 26 times in the Hebrew Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "fool(s) 20, foolish (man) 6." This word is used 19 times in Proverbs and only seven times outside this book of wisdom.

Comments- The entire book of Proverbs will be spent contrasting the wise man with the fool. The fool is not someone who is mentally deficient, but rather a person whose heart is rebellious towards the things of God. For example, in Luke 12:16-20, the rich man was intelligent enough to gather great wealth, but in God eyes, he was considered a fool.

Luke 12:20, "But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?"

Just as Proverbs 1:2-6 give us a brief introduction to wisdom by listing its virtues, so does Proverbs 1:7 b contrast this passage by giving us a brief introduction to the fool.

Just as 7a uses the word "knowledge" figuratively to represent all of the virtues of wisdom listed in Proverbs 1:2-6, so does 7b used the words "wisdom and instruction" in a figurative sense to represent all of the virtues of wisdom listed in the previous verses.

Fools despise and look down upon the way of righteousness and pure living. They refuse to correct their lives by God's Word. The author is going to give an example of a fool in his folly in Proverbs 1:10-19. Wisdom will then show how a fool"s life will end in destruction and a wise person will be blessed ( Proverbs 1:20-33). 

This description of how fools despise wisdom helps us to understand that a wise man is someone who is teachable and ready to receive correction in his life, a person who is motivated by the fear of God in his heart. 

Proverbs 1:7 — Comments- The theme of Proverbs is clearly stated in Proverbs 1:7 a, which also indicates to us that there will be signposts that are posted throughout the journey to show to us that we are on the right path. For the way is narrow, and many are the deceptions along the way. As the list of virtues in Proverbs 1:2-6 gives us a brief introduction to characteristics of the wise Prayer of Manasseh , the following verse, 7b, contrasts this passage with a brief introduction to the fool.

Proverbs 1:7 — Comments- Keith Johnson teaches a series on how to train children and instill Godly character into their lives from a young age. During this series of teachings, one of the most profound things that he says was when he was dealing with parents who could not handle their rebellious child. The Lord spoke to Keith Johnson and reminded him of the time when his own two-year son stood in front of him and spoke back strongly to his father. Johnson lifted up his two-year old son and shoved him against a piece of furniture, looked into his small eyes and spoke so strongly into the child's face that the child began to tremble. The Lord told Keith Johnson that on that day the fear of God was instilled into this young child's life. The problem with the parents he was dealing with was that there was never a time when the fear of God was placed into the life of their rebellious child by instilling a fear of father and mother. 53]

53] Keith Johnson, "Sermon," Saskatoon Christian Center, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada.

Without the fear of God in a child's life, which must be instilled through parental discipline while the child is young, a person will grow up and even may become saved in church, but he will always have a problem with submission to those in authority over him. While some children will have the fear of God instilled in childhood, others will grow up without this holy fear. For those who grow up will have to come to the Lord with a different type of discipline, which is described later in this chapter. Calamity and problems will provoke some to come to the Lord and serve him. For example, my brother Jerry said to me that the Lord told him his sons would come to the Lord through hard times. This is because the fear of God was not instilled within their hearts as a child.

When a young man enrolls into the U. S. military service, he does not immediately go into training for the job that will be assigned to him. He first goes through boot camp and learns discipline and submission. His military sergeant's duty is to instill fear and respect into the hearts of these young men. For those who do not allow this process to take place, but remain stubborn and unteachable, they are dismissed from military service even before their educational training begins. This is because fear and respect are the first ingredients to proper training.

Proverbs 1:7 — Comments- After having learned what virtues we are to pursue on this daily journey in Proverbs 1:2-6, Proverbs 1:7 tells that this pursuit begins with the fear of the Lord. As we learn to walk in these virtues and taste of this world's riches, many become deceived and pursue the riches only. As they lose the fear of the Lord, their heart becomes deceived and they start to walk as the fool. Thus, this verse becomes the key to reaching our destination of eternal rest.

We will learn now to develop the fear of the Lord within our hearts in Proverbs 2:1-5 as we partake of God's Word. For this is the ingredient that is necessary to keep up on the divine journey that will take us to our destination of eternal rest.

Proverbs 1:7 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Job 28:28, "And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding."

Psalm 111:10, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever."

Proverbs 9:10, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding."

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil."

Proverbs 1:8 My Song of Solomon , hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:
Proverbs 1:8 — Word Study on "instruction" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "instruction" ( מוּסָר) (H 4148) means, "correction, admonition, discipline, instruction, doctrine." Strong says it means, "chastisement, reproof, warning, instruction, restraint." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 50 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "instruction 30, correction 8, chasten 4, chastisement 3, check 1, bond 1, discipline 1, doctrine 1, rebuker 1." This Hebrew word is used 30 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- This word is most often translated as "instruction," but quiet often "chastisement." This word means any form of discipline and instruction that leads to a changed life.

Comments- The phrase "my son" is the voice of wisdom speaking. Here wisdom is personified, not as a father or mother, but as a tutor or guardian over a young man. For a teacher often addressed his students in this manner. 

In the first nine chapters, where wisdom is personified, it speaks directly to young men as opposed to young women. The phrase "my son" is used fifteen times in the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs. Why is this the case? We can imagine living in the court of King Solomon. He has brought the finest young men into his palace in order to give them the best training possible as future leaders of Israel, to be sent out into different provinces of the kingdom. Women were not trained in this same capacity in those days. 

We can see him teaching wisdom to these young men. Inspired after hearing such speeches, these young men pass thru the courtyards discussing the meanings of these proverbs with their colleagues. Each of these chosen youth is given a guardian to minister to him and to insure that he follows the rules of the palace. 

We see this similar structure in Pharaoh"s court, as Moses" mother is hired to nurse him: 

Exodus 2:7-9, "Then said his sister to Pharaoh"s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? And Pharaoh"s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child"s mother. And Pharaoh"s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it."

Acts 7:21, "And when he was cast out, Pharaoh"s daughter took him up, and nourished him for her own son." 

Moses was then trained in all the wisdom of Egypt: 

Acts 7:22, "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds." 

In the courts of King Nebuchadnezzar, we see Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, appointed to oversee Daniel , Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego, as these young Jews were trained in the court of the king. 

Daniel 1:4, "Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all Wisdom of Solomon , and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king"s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans."

Wisdom is speaking as one of those overseers, or guardians. Galatians portrays the Mosaic Law as a guardian or schoolmaster, much as wisdom is personified here. Wisdom also is our tutor to bring us to Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 3:24, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."

In contrast, women were not trained and educated in the courts of the kings. We see Ester in the courts of King Ahasuerus, but not being trained for leadership. She was there rather for the king"s pleasure.

These guardians not only had the job of ensuring a good education, good study habits and good social behavior for these chosen young men, they also had the responsibility to discipline them if needed. In the same way, wisdom has the task of correcting God"s children when they go astray off the path of wisdom.

Comments- God created the family unit for a reason. No one is more concerned about a child"s well being than his own biological parents. Even parents who do not live a godly life will often instruct their children in the ways of godliness. God gave parents the responsibility of being the first influence in the lives of children. Thus, this passage in the book of Proverbs begins with parental wisdom. 

Proverbs 1:9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.
Proverbs 1:9 — Word Study on "an ornament" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( לִוְיָה) (H 3880) means, "a garland, a wreath, so called from the idea of joining and bending." Strong says this word means, "a wreath," and it comes from the primitive root ( לָוָה) (H 3867), which means, "to twine, to unite, to remain." Baker says it means, "a garland, a wreath," and says, "It indicates, probably figuratively, a decorative headpiece worn as a sign of approval and honor, gracing a person"s features." This Hebrew word is used only two times in the Old Testament, with both occurrences being found in Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:9; Proverbs 4:9).

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

Comments - We can imagine a woven turban as a similar headdress, which would represent a position of recognition or leadership in the oriental culture, thus giving honor and authority.

Comments - Modern English versions use a variety of translations for the phrase "an ornament of grace." The ASV translates it as "a chaplet of grace," which is a garland or wreath worn on the head. Rotherham reads, "a wreath of beauth." The RSV translates it as "a fair garland." The YLT reads, "a graceful wreath."

Comments- The headdress in the oriental culture would represent a position of recognition or leadership, thus giving honor and authority. Commentators suggest that the necklace would also have been given to the young man in recognition of certain achievements. Since these graceful ornaments are used figuratively in Proverbs 1:9, they represent the virtues of wisdom that are listed in Proverbs 1:2-6. Proverbs 4:9 calls these ornaments a "crown of glory." By obedience to one's parents and others in authority, young people will find grace or favour from God and man. They will be considered in highest regards above their fellows. These ornaments of favour and honor are true riches to be gained and worn as part of one's character. 

Often I have admired young people who were groomed by loving parents. There are those people who stand out in a crowd because of the wisdom that emanates from them, much as an ornament of jewelry accents a person"s physical appearance. In contrast, I have seen the child that was left to himself, struggling in social behaviors, looking foolish in so many ways.



Verses 7-18 

God the Father's Foreknowledge: Calling Us to Our Journey (Preparation for the Journey) - Most scholars consider Proverbs 1-9 to be a discourse, or a tribute, to wisdom. This section serves as an introduction to Solomon's collection of wise, pithy sayings that follows. This introductory material is a preparation for being able to understand the rest of the book. Its underlying emphasis is the divine calling that God gives to every human being. Therefore, we find the statement of wisdom "crying out," "uttering her voice" and "calling" used repeatedly throughout this section of Proverbs.

In these first nine introductory chapters, wisdom is personified as a person speaking in the feminine gender. Just as an artist sketches an outline of a painting, then splashes colors upon the canvas, until a beautiful painting emerges, so in these chapters of Proverbs does wisdom begin to reveal itself verse by verse (as an artist reveals a picture color by color) until chapter 8, when wisdom is seen as an intimate part of God and His creation. Wisdom is personified as a person speaking because man would be incapable of understanding his experiences in life without divine wisdom being given to him. This impartation is done in the person of the Holy Spirit. Wisdom is personified as a woman because the Hebrew word translated as "wisdom" is in the feminine gender.

These chapters contrast the table of blessings ( Proverbs 9:1-6) with the trap of death ( Proverbs 1:17-19, Proverbs 9:18). The wise man chooses wisdom"s table of blessings. In contrast, the fool chooses the trap of death, supposing that it is a table of blessing. Studying this introduction is a necessary preparation for finding one's way through the rest of the book of Proverbs. Thus, a drama immediately unfolds in the introduction, revealing to us how wisdom sets a man free, but the trap of death ensnares its victims in the strongholds of sin. These strongholds do not turn its captives loose until it completes its assignment of death. In contrast, wisdom leads a man into his rightful place of glory and honor above God's creation ( Proverbs 3:35, Proverbs 31:30), and into submission to his Creator.

This section of Proverbs is actually a call to follow the path of Wisdom of Solomon , in which wisdom presents his arguments for choosing the path of wisdom over the path of the fool. God calls mankind to righteousness in this present Church age through the convicting power of the Holy Spirit that has been sent upon the earth, who convicts the world of sin righteousness and judgment ( John 16:7-11); but prior to this age God called mankind to righteousness through Wisdom of Solomon , which testified from Creation ( Romans 1:19-23), and from society. We see in these chapters that wisdom is a path that is to be diligently followed. Wisdom is a decision that is made on a daily basis, and these daily decisions will determine our destiny, both in this life and in the life to come. This book of wisdom contrasts the wise man with the fool throughout the book. As we will see in Proverbs , every decision that we make is either a wise decision, or a foolish one. Every decision affects our eternal destiny. This section begins with a call to follow wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7-9), and ends by explaining how every human being decides between destinies, heaven or hell ( Proverbs 9:1-18). 

In the path of Wisdom of Solomon , there are many dangers. It is for this reason these nine chapters give us many warnings against the evil man and the adulteress, even before the real journey begins. The path of wisdom is narrow and easily missed. All of us have fallen off this path at one time or another in our lives. This book of Proverbs was written by King Song of Solomon , considered the wisest person that has ever lived. Yet, even he fell off this path of wisdom because he allowed pride to blind his vision and dull his hearing. This gives us an indication of how narrow is this path to follow. 

Pride is an attitude of the heart. It is the very reason that Solomon fell into idolatry. It is the root cause of every man"s failure. It comes clothed in many forms, such as false humility and it clothes itself in Prayer of Manasseh -made titles of honour, such as "honorable, his lordship, his excellence, his grace, cardinal, pope, etc." For example, the Pope in Rome carries the title of "His Holiness". These nine chapters open and close with Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10, which reveal the secret of avoiding failure, which is caused by pride. We are told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7 and Proverbs 9:10). This fear keeps us from falling off the path of wisdom.

This introductory material in Proverbs 1-9 makes up almost one third of the book. Why is this introduction to Proverbs so lengthy relative to the overall length of the book? It is because the preparation for our journey in life is also lengthy. Solomon was taught for many years before he took the throne as king of Israel. Good training takes time and a good education does not come quickly. The degree that a person receives a secular education usually determines the height of his career. In comparison, the degree that a person becomes rooted and grounded in the Word of God will determine the height of that person"s ministry. You must take the time to receive this introductory training in the first nine chapters of Proverbs before you are ready for the journey. The better we are able to understand the introduction of the book of Proverbs , the better we will be able to understand the rest of its teachings. 

For hundreds of years in western civilization, a theological education was a part of a well-rounded education. All students learned the classical languages of Hebrew, Greek and Latin in order to study theological literature. The children of Israel were also to give each child a theological education. Solomon received such an education. Therefore, we can see this introduction to Proverbs as the theological training that everyone should go through in preparation for the journey in life.

One further note is worth mentioning about chapters 1-9. Upon reading, we must ask the question as to why this lengthy introduction in Proverbs spends so much time describing and warning the readers about the harlot. Perhaps because this is the one area that trapped and deceived Song of Solomon , the wisest man that ever lived. This is the area that Solomon knows many of the young men he is training for leadership positions in the kingdom will be tempted. In addition, in a figurative sense, such spiritual adultery represents a believer who chooses to love the things of this world above his love for God.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Call of Wisdom to Young & Tender — Proverbs 1:7-33
2. Answering Wisdom's Call (A Hearing Heart) — Proverbs 2:1-22
3. The Blessings of Wisdom — Proverbs 3:1-35 — 

4. Three Paths of Wisdom — Proverbs 4:1-27
5. Three Paths of Destruction — Proverbs 5:1 to Proverbs 6:11
6. Characteristics of the Evil People — Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27
7. Characteristics of Wisdom — Proverbs 8:1-36
8. Wisdom's Final Call (Food for the Journey) — Proverbs 9:1-18


Verses 7-33 

The Father Calls Us to Wisdom - It is God who calls us to salvation, and not a work of ourselves. Thus, it is God's foreknowledge motivated by His boundless love for mankind that initiates this call. Proverbs 1:7-33 describes this divine call from God. Romans 8:29-30 tells us that calling is the second phase of the Father's foreknowledge in His overall divine plan of redemption. This divine calling is the underlying theme of Proverbs 1:7-33.

The opening statement in this passage ( Proverbs 1:7 a) tells us that it is the fear of the Lord that will guide us along our journey to rest. These verses on the fear of the Lord will serve as signposts that are posted throughout the journey in order to show to us that we are on the right path; for the way is narrow, and many are the deceptions along the way. As the list of virtues in Proverbs 1:2-6 gives us a brief introduction to characteristics of the wise Prayer of Manasseh , the following verse ( Proverbs 1:7 b) contrasts this passage with a brief introduction to the fool.

Our divine calling from God begins at home, as a child learns to obey his parents. Reverence for parents ( Proverbs 1:8) naturally follows Proverbs 1:7, for learning to obey our parents becomes our first lesson in reverence for God. When a child develops a genuine devotion to his parents, he naturally will learn this same devotion to the Lord. His loyal and gentle spirit serves as an ornament of grace that make this person stand out in a crowd above others of less character ( Proverbs 1:9).

Although the heart of every believer knows that God"s wisdom is higher, he cannot help but hear the voice of the wicked ringing in his ears ( Proverbs 1:10-19). These verses tell us that the wicked seek to exploit others for their own greedy gain, not knowing that they are actually destroying their own souls. 

In the midst of the voices of this world, the believer hears the call of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:20-33). This call cries loudly from within the heart of each believer. For those who choose this path, there is safety without fear ( Proverbs 1:33). Those who scorn this voice will find distress ( Proverbs 1:27). If the voice of wisdom is not heeded, she will not answer on the day of their calamity ( Proverbs 1:28). Thus, Proverbs 1:7-33 gives us an initial call to pursue wisdom ( Proverbs 1:20-33), but not before wisdom allows us to hear the call of the wicked ( Proverbs 1:10-19). 

Outline- Note the proposed outline:

1. Exhortation to Fear God and Parents — Proverbs 1:7-9
2. The Call of the Wicked Man — Proverbs 1:10-19
3. The Call of Wisdom — Proverbs 1:20-23
4. The Consequences of Rejecting Wisdom"s Call — Proverbs 1:24-33
This Passage Parallel's Solomon's Youth While He was Young and Tender- This passage of Scripture reveals to us the call of wisdom to those who are simple as well as wise. If we find a parallel of the theme of this opening passage within the life of Song of Solomon , it would be his years as a youth, in which he is described by his father David as being "young and tender" ( 1 Chronicles 22:5). During those years, he learned to discern between the call of God and that of the wicked.

1 Chronicles 22:5, "And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be builded for the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will therefore now make preparation for it. Song of Solomon , David prepared abundantly before his death."

The Characteristics of the Wicked- In Titus 1:6 we see two prevalent characteristics of undisciplined children, which Paul describes as "riotous and unruly." Such children live in a riotous manner and they are full of rebellion. 

Titus 1:6, "If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly." 

Paul lists these two vices as the characteristics of children who have no fear of God or reverence for their parents. Also, the book of Proverbs deals with these two topics in the opening passage. Proverbs 1:10-19 deals with riotous living and Proverbs 1:20-33 deals with rebellion. This peer pressure towards a riotous lifestyle and then rebellion are two common experiences that young people have to deal with. A riotous lifestyle develops into a heart of rebellion. At first, it appears a fun and games, but then the heart of that young person has to justify himself against his better conscious. This is when he hardens his heart in order to continue such a lifestyle, or he must repent and follow his conscious. These court guardians were very likely to have instructed these young men about these very same issues.



Verses 10-19 

The Call of the Wicked- On this journey there are always two voices pulling at our ears, the voice of the fool and the voice of wisdom. As Christians, we can describe these two voices as the outward voice of Prayer of Manasseh , and the inward voice of our conscience and the Holy Spirit. Even from a child, as we are learning to obey our parents ( Proverbs 1:8-9), there are foolish children clinging to us with enticements to follow them.

In contrast to the call of wisdom to pursue its virtues ( Proverbs 1:20-33), the call of the fool is greedy for gain, "So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain"( Proverbs 1:19). This passage is a warning against greed, or covetousness. The sinner's goal is not to benefit those who answer his call. Rather, his goal is for personal gain. Out of the abundance of his mouth the sinner speaks and reveals his objective, that of personal gain.

The Tempter himself, Satan, enticed Jesus with these same words ( Luke 4:6-7).

Luke 4:6-7, "And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine." 

Peter tells us in his second epistle that the world has been made corrupt through the lust that dwells within the heart of a fallen humanity.

2 Peter 1:4, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."

James writes in his epistle that the spirit that dwells within man "lusts to envy."

James 4:5, "Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?"

Thus, the voice of the wicked can be recognized by its vices that are manifestations of manipulation ( Proverbs 1:10), cruelty ( Proverbs 1:11-12) and a greedy heart ( Proverbs 1:13-14):

1. He entices and manipulates ( Proverbs 1:10)

2. He wants to do things his way ( Proverbs 1:11)

3. He wants secrecy and not openness ( Proverbs 1:11)

4. He pursues injustice ( Proverbs 1:11)

5. He speaks of taking and not giving, of death and not life ( Proverbs 1:12)

6. He pursues earthly things rather than Godly virtues ( Proverbs 1:13)

7. They make promises of which they have no intent to deliver ( Proverbs 1:14)

When someone yields to the enticing voice of the sinner, we would say today, "He got in with the wrong crowd!" Why would a sinner be interested in befriending someone? Remember that even a sinner cannot succeed in this life without relationships with others. Although these relationships are short-term and much abused by the sinner, he still must pursue them in order to reach his greedy desires. Therefore, he is out hunting for someone to entice and in the end to simply for his own selfish gain.

Now such a corrupt person lacks the ability to sustain a relationship with someone else over a long period of time. Once this relationship requires that they give and submit on their part, once it requires a sacrifice and a loss, they are compelled to end this relationship and seek a new one; for their purpose is personal gain and not the well-being of others. They may give a little up front to make you think that this is a giving relationship, but it is all for show to manipulate others. The owner of the nightclubs does not care about your well-being. The tobacco companies do not want you to know that cigarettes cause cancer and kill their victims. They simply want your substance, and they laugh all of the way to the bank while destroying the lives of their victims.

Today, I am amused by the many voices of the enticer. I used to be confused before I renewed my mind with the Word of God. This was because this voice of enticement lured me, it attracted me and grabbed my interest, and my unrenewed mind thought that there was some truth and relevance to those words. Now, I can discern between the voice of wisdom and the words of enticement much better, and it now amuses me to see how foolish the world is to yield to such messages.

The Message of the Sinner Describes a Highway Robbery- In Proverbs 1:10-14 the words of the sinner describe the common method of that day for highway robbery to occur. This is well illustrated in the story of the Good Samaritan ( Luke 10:30-37). This is still a common way to get gain in undeveloped nations. Robbers lay wait beside roads and attack innocent travelers.

Proverbs 1:10 My Song of Solomon , if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 
Proverbs 1:10 — Word Study on "entice" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "entice" ( פָּתָה) (H 6601) means, "to spread out, to open, to be roomy." Strong says this primitive root word literally means, "to open, to be roomy." In a mental or moral sense, it is used figuratively to mean, "to be made simple or to delude." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "entice 10, deceive 8, persuade 4, flatter 2, allure 1, enlarge 1, silly one 1, silly 1." From this same primitive root comes the much-used word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612), which is found 15 times in the book of Proverbs of its 19 Old Testament uses.

Proverbs 1:10 — Comments- Even while a young man is hearing the call of the fool, his mind is reflecting back upon the words of his parents ( Proverbs 1:8-9). This is why the words of the parents in Proverbs 1:8-9 immediately precede the call of the fool in Proverbs 1:10. He has been taught to "consent" to his parents will all of his young life. Now, he has to learn to say no. This is not easy for many teenagers.

Proverbs 1:11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:
Proverbs 1:11 — Comments- They propose mischief and harm to the innocent. We can contrast the hidden secrets of the wicked seen in this verse (lay in wait…lurk privily) with the openness of divine wisdom seen in Proverbs 1:20-21. 

Proverbs 1:20-21, "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,"

Proverbs 1:12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit:
Proverbs 1:12 — Comments- They propose destruction.

Proverbs 1:13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:
Proverbs 1:13 — Comments- Just as Solomon declares his rewards for those who follow him ( Proverbs 1:2-6), so does the sinner declare what he considers true riches. Although Solomon possesses his wealth, the sinner is only hoping for his wealth. The sinner is deceived into pursuing material wealth, while Solomon presents divine virtues as the greater riches. Solomon has the power and authority to deliver his wealth to those who heed his voice, while the sinner fails to realize that he has no power to fulfill his promises to those whom he deceives. Those who follow the path of wisdom are sure to receive their rewards, while those who pursue the sinner fall into ruin, never realizing a reward. 

A fool perceives earthly possessions as being "precious" because he is blind to the value of true wisdom. In contrast, God says in the book of James that this "precious substance" will become "corrupted treasures" that shall be a witness against the owners on Judgment Day ( James 5:1-3). Yet, these evil men will hazard their very lives, and some of them will lose their lives, for what they perceive as precious substance. Everything that we possess originates from the dirt; our clothes, the homes we live in and the cars we drive, everything. It all is made of the dirt that we walk on, but in the deception of their hearts, they call it "precious."

James 5:1-3, "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and our garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.

These enticers propose greedy gain in order to entice their victim, but, little do they know how God"s divine laws of justice will quickly diminish this spoil ( Proverbs 13:11). The first proverb given in this book ( Proverbs 10:2-3) will deal with this issue.

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase."

Proverbs 10:2, "Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death. The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked."

Proverbs 1:14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:
Proverbs 1:14 — Comments- The lure of giving you some of the booty is used as an enticement to join them. 

Proverbs 1:15 My Song of Solomon , walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:
Proverbs 1:15 — Comments- Do not go the least distance with them, none whatsoever ( 2 Corinthians 6:17).

2 Corinthians 6:17, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,"

Proverbs 1:16 For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. 
Proverbs 1:16 — Comments- Proverbs 1:16 reveals how the evil man has come into bondage to such acts of evil that he literally runs to it with no control over his God-given ability to reason the consequences of his wicked deeds. The wicked is in bondage to material possessions rather than he being in control of his possessions. Therefore, the next verse illustrates an animal"s God-given ability to avoid danger in contrast the evil man"s blindness to fall into an obvious trap.

Proverbs 1:17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.
Proverbs 1:17 — Comments- When a bird sees a trap, he has enough sense to stay away. Thus, the following verse says that a fool does not have even the sense that God gave to the animal kingdom. 

Such traps are strongholds of sin that bind a person in its trap until it brings death. Only the table of blessings that is offered by wisdom can let a man free. This table of blessings includes the bread and the wine that represent the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Scripture References- Note similar verses regarding animal traps:

Proverbs 6:5, "Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler."

Proverbs 7:23, "Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life."

Ecclesiastes 9:12, "For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them."

Isaiah 51:20, "Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God."

Jeremiah 5:26, "For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men."

Proverbs 1:18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives.
Proverbs 1:18 — Comments- Proverbs 1:18 tell us that these wicked men lay a trap for their own lives. They are more stupid than animals because they are captured by the very trap that they have built. They have deceived many souls, but their own soul have they deceived the most. The first chapter of Romans tells us that God will turn them over to a reprobate mind so that they will never be able to see their deception. This is God's way of judging them. Isaiah also describes His backslidden people as being more stupid than these beasts:

Isaiah 1:3, "The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master"s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider."

In the phrase "they lurk privily for their own lives," wisdom uses the enticer's method of lurking privily for the innocent to describe his method of destruction, so that he reaps his own judgment ( Proverbs 1:11).

Proverbs 1:11, "If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:"

Proverbs 1:19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.
Proverbs 1:19 — Comments- Proverbs 1:19 says that the very unrighteous mammon that this sinner has gathered will be used to take away his life (note Galatians 6:8).

Galatians 6:8, "For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."

James said it this way in his epistle:

James 5:1-3, "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days."

On the Day of Judgment, the very riches that they have stolen will be used to eat their flesh as fire. The greater the riches, the greater the fire of judgment.



Verses 20-23 

The Call of Wisdom - Proverbs 1:20-33 gives us the call of wisdom. Keep in mind that the book of Proverbs is written both to the simple and to the wise, both to the sinner and to the child of God. Wisdom not only calls us to salvation, but wisdom keeps calling in order to keep us on the path of salvation. 

The very tone of Proverbs 1:20-33 reveals God's love and patience to a disobedient people. God takes every opportunity to speak openly to His people ( Proverbs 1:20-21). This is because it is not His desire to bring judgment ( Proverbs 1:22-23), so He gives people an opportunity and time to repent ( Proverbs 1:25). When He does bring judgment, as upon Sodom and Gomorrah, it was not without prior warnings ( Proverbs 1:25-33). When this divine judgment comes, it then serves as an example so others will not follow the same rebellious path.

Jude 1:7, "Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire."

Therefore, God pronounces the crime ( Proverbs 1:24-25 and Proverbs 1:30) twice. Then He declares the judgment twice ( Proverbs 1:26-27 and Proverbs 1:31-32). He states that this judgment will be sure and without mercy ( Proverbs 1:28).

Wisdom's Cry- The Hebrew word "wisdom" ( חָכְמוֹת) (H 2454) is used only five times in the Old Testament ( Psalm 49:3, Proverbs 1:20; Proverbs 9:1; Proverbs 14:1; Proverbs 24:7). Its more common form is ( חָכְמָה) (H 2451), which occurs 149 times in the Scriptures. Both of these words come from the same verb stem ( חָכַם) (H 2449), which means, "to be wise" (Strong).

Psalm 49:3, "My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding."

Proverbs 1:20, "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:"

Proverbs 9:1, "Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:"

Proverbs 14:1, "Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands."

Proverbs 24:7, "Wisdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not his mouth in the gate."

Matthew Henry notes that the plural form of this rare verb is used in Proverbs 1:20, which denotes the infinite wisdom of God, as well as His manifold wisdom ( Ephesians 3:10). 54] We hear wisdom in the streets, where we see common men display their manifold characters ( Proverbs 1:20). Wisdom is displayed in the noisy conversations of people ( Proverbs 1:21 a), in the civil laws of our government ( Proverbs 1:21 b) and in the daily business transactions ( Proverbs 1:21 c). Thus, wisdom can be found anywhere if we will just listen, in the private, government and business sectors of any society.

54] Matthew Henry, Proverbs , in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 1:20-33.

Ephesians 3:10, "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,"

God spoke to His people on many occasions and in divers ways ( Hebrews 1:1). He spoke to the patriarchs by dreams. He spoke to Moses face to face. He spoke to the nation of Israel from a fiery mountain and then by the written Law. He then spoke to them by His prophets and by divine judgment when they ignored His prophets. He spoke through the Psalm and by proverbs and by parables. He spoke by signs and wonders. He spoke to Balaam by the mouth of a donkey. Finally, He spoke to His people and to us by the recorded history in Scripture. In every way manner God speaks to His people because of His great love for us.

Hebrews 1:1, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,"

In wisdom there is no darkness. Rather, wisdom's cry in the open places and in the streets tells us that everyone one has access to the voice of wisdom. These verses teach us that wisdom has cried out to all of us and made itself available to everyone, even the most simple. There is no ear of mankind that has not heard this call. Jesus said, "many are called, but few are chosen". In other words, many people will hear the call of God, but few will choose to pursue Him.

Note that Proverbs 1:21 restates Proverbs 1:20. They literally say the same thing, which is that wisdom does not hid in the dark, but walks unashamedly in the light. One reason for this double statement is that a matter or a truth is confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses. Here we have a double testimony of the openness with which wisdom walks. Another example of this double statement is found in Galatians when Paul places a curse upon anyone who preaches contrary to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Galatians 1:8-9, "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed." 

Wisdom cries publicly with no reason to hide. God never spoke to His people Israel in secret.

Isaiah 45:19, "I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right."

Neither did Jesus Christ hide His wisdom from the public.

John 18:20, "Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing."

Jesus Christ also tells us to proclaim the wisdom of the Gospel openly.

Matthew 10:27, "What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops."

As Jesus taught openly in the Temple, so does wisdom cry in the hearing of all the people. People of wisdom have the freedom to speak openly. Wicked people have to speak in the dark in order to hide their wicked deeds. Contrast the hidden secrets of the wicked with the openness of divine wisdom.

Proverbs 1:11, "If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:"

Wisdom cries out in the busiest places in society. She cries out in the crowded streets. She lifts up her voice in the major places where people meet and in the gates of the city. This is because wisdom speaks through other people and because it touches every aspect of our lives and every place we go. It speaks through situations around you. Life itself becomes a classroom, and wisdom is the teacher. Thus, in the book of Proverbs , we are shown different types of people in order to learn divine wisdom. Listen, and you will hear.

Wisdom is also seen in public places because it is available for all. In other words, it is not exclusive to the well-educated. There are many people who could not get a good education as a youth. Yet, they became successful in life because they learned much wisdom. 

Wisdom invites people to feast on her riches, which are listed in Proverbs 9:1-6. Those riches are bread and wine. We know that this ultimately is a reference to the sacrificial crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, when He gave his body and shed His blood on Calvary.

Proverbs 1:20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:
Proverbs 1:20 — "Wisdom...she" - Comments- Since wisdom is a feminine noun in Hebrew, the word is personified as a woman. However, wisdom is not just personified. She also communicates with her hearers as does a close friend openly talk to another friend from the heart. Wisdom is the voice of the Holy Spirit, speaking to our hearts daily, sometimes to encourage, sometimes to correct ( Proverbs 9:8), but always for our well-being. Her rebukes will always contain a condition of promise and hope.

Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee."

Proverbs 1:21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, 
Proverbs 1:21 — Comments- The judges and city elders declared decrees of the court in the gates of these ancient cities. Thus, wisdom was often heard in these places as elders and wise men interpreted the laws of Moses. It is the place where a bystander could hear the cry for reform and repentance from those being judged. It is the place where the prophets of Israel stood and proclaimed the Word of the Lord. Isaiah , Jeremiah and many others stood there. 

Proverbs 1:22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 
Proverbs 1:22 — "How long" - Comments- We hear God's patience in these words. This phrase implies that God will patiently call people to repentance over a prolonged period of time. God says, "How long will you stay naive? How long will you scorn my ways? How long will you hate my knowledge?" At some point in time, however, the Lord will bring judgment against those who are stubborn in heart. Note a proverb that deals with this divine truth:

Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

Also, God also stretched out his hands continually to a backslidden nation during the time of Isaiah before He finally destroyed it.

Isaiah 65:2, "I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;"

Proverbs 1:23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.
Proverbs 1:23 — "Turn you at my reproof" - Comments- This statement sounds like John the Baptist preaching. The words "turn you" mean, "you turn back" (Strong). Thus, the idea of a journey is implied in the turning back. The fool can change his direction in life if he so chooses.

Proverbs 1:23 — "I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you." - Comments- This sounds like Jesus" promise of the Holy Spirit. I believe that the personification of Wisdom in the book of Proverbs is prophetic of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to the Church in the Church age. The Spirit of God will speak to us and guide us daily. He will warn us of things to come and urge us into a path of safety. This is why bad things happen to good people. Because even good people can ignore the voice of the Holy Spirit and walk out from under God's divine protection.



Verses 24-33 

The Consequences of Rejecting Wisdom - After wisdom makes her call ( Proverbs 1:20-23), wisdom then gives warnings to those who fail to heed this call ( Proverbs 1:24-33). This passage applies to the daily walk of the Christian as well as to the sinner. For the child of God, wisdom often warns us of dangers to come, so that we will avoid calamities. 

In Proverbs 1:24-33 the voice of wisdom changes from a tone of a plea to a warning. How often have we spoken to our children in love by pleading with them to do right and following this with a warning to them if they do wrong.

But thank God, this chapter which tells us of the call of wisdom does not leave us struggling to understand how to discern the voice of wisdom. In chapter two, we are told how to gain discernment by studying the Word of God ( Proverbs 2:1-5) so that we are better able to distinguish between the voice of the Holy Spirit ( Proverbs 2:6-11) and the voice of the evil man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and the strange woman ( Proverbs 2:16-19). In the following chapters, wisdom tells us how the Word of God transforms our hearts, minds and bodies so that the voice of wisdom shines brighter and brighter as the noonday sun.

The Progression of Calamity as a Form of Divine Judgment- We see a progression of events in Proverbs 1:24-33. When God calls out to a person and this call is not heeded ( Proverbs 1:24-25), the Lord will send calamity in order to get their attention ( Proverbs 1:26). This calamity brings fear into the heart of the poor soul. This is the first phase of judgment. When the sinner does not respond to this judgment, God goes to phase two and intensifies the calamities. As they continue and do not cease, the person fall into distress and anguish ( Proverbs 1:27). It is only in such a desperate condition that a hardened heart will call upon God ( Proverbs 1:28), but, alas, it is too late. God will not hear. Since they chose not the fear of God ( Proverbs 1:29), they will receive the fear that comes from calamities, called the fear of evil ( Proverbs 1:33). God will bring them into the third phase of judgment, which is destruction ( Proverbs 1:32).

Judgment in the Epistle of Romans - We see this three-fold progression of judgment in Romans 1:18-32. Mankind left serving God and worshipped idols. God then gave them up unto fornication ( Proverbs 1:24). As they continued in their sins God then gave them up unto homosexuality ( Proverbs 1:26).

Judgment in the Book of Genesis - This same progression of degradation in the heart of man can be found in the book of Genesis:

1. Proverbs 1:19-20 ( Genesis 1 - The creation of man)

2. Proverbs 1:21 ( Genesis 4:16, "Cain went out of the presence of the Lord."

3. Proverbs 1:21 ( Genesis 6:5, "every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."

4. Proverbs 1:22 ( Genesis 11 - Tower of Babel)

5. Proverbs 1:23 ( Joshua 24:2 - Abraham"s fathers served other gods.)

6. Proverbs 1:23 ( Genesis 19 - Sodom and Gomorrah)

According to Romans 1:18-32 idolatry leads to fornication and fornication leads to homosexuality. This progression of events is easy to see within the book of Genesis. This progress of depravity can progress in a nation as well as in a person. In the time of Noah, man had progressed to a state of depravity that God had to destroy them. 

Judgment in the Book of Isaiah - It is interesting to compare this progression of events to that found in Isaiah 1:3-9. The people hardened their hearts ( Proverbs 1:3) and became very corrupt as a result ( Proverbs 1:4). This led to sickness ( Proverbs 1:5-6), then divine judgment upon their nation ( Proverbs 1:7-8) and eventually the destruction of all but a remnant of people ( Proverbs 1:9). This was all because God gave up on His chastisement realizing it would not do any good. Thus, He says, "Why should ye be stricken any more?" ( Proverbs 1:3).

Judgment in the Book of Revelation - When we read about the Tribulation Period in the book of Revelation we see how God pours out His judgments in progressive intensity. Although many people will repent and be saved during these days, we read how many of these men repented not despite these intense calamities. But it becomes clear that these calamities were designed to bring man to repentance.

Revelation 9:20, "And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:"

Revelation 9:21, "Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts."

Revelation 16:9, "And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory."

Revelation 16:11, "And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds."

In one book written by a person who visited Heaven, Jesus was asked if His death on Calvary was the most difficult thing that He had ever gone through. Jesus replied, No, that the most difficult thing He will ever have to face had not yet taken place. For the most difficult thing that He will ever have to do will be to turn His back upon the many souls who have rejected Him on the Day of Judgment.

Judgment in the Epistle of 1Corinthians- We see a three-fold form of chastisement for God's children in 1 Corinthians 11:30, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." Note that this verse lists the effects of God"s chastisement in a progressive order. God first allows problems to come into our lives to get our attention. These problems weaken us. If we still persist, God will allow sickness to come into our lives. Finally, if we continue in sin, God will take us home early to be in heaven. He will judge us now so that we will not go to Hell.

As young Christians, we look for God to work miracles in our lives and bring us out of problems. As we continue in the Christian life, God requires that His children grow in the knowledge of His Word and live by faith in Him. If we fail to grow in His Word and allow it to become a part of our daily lives ( Hebrews 5:11-14), we will face a time when He will not step in and work a miracle because He is requiring us to trust and obey His Word. Miracles are often given to young believers to "jump-start" their faith in God, and to direct them to His Word. If we do not grow in His Word, we will find ourselves poorly equipped for the future, and overcome in times of trouble because we are unable to apply God's Word to our lives and walk through difficulties in victory. This is the reason God's children walk in lack and sickness in the midst of God's exceedingly great and precious promises.

Illustration- Kenneth Copeland tells the story of Roy Hicks, who compiled over the years many testimonies of calamities that his church members and other Christians encountered in their lives. 55] Copeland said that almost without fail, the Christian experienced a "forewarning" of impending danger before it happened. In other words, the Holy Spirit warned the believer that there was danger lurking down that path. When the believer took that path despite the warning, the calamity did occur, even when the believer had prayer for protection. This is because he had walked out of the protective will of God. My pastor sent me into the mission field with these words, not knowing that within a few years, his church building would be hit by a tornado with him and his wife in the building, being divinely delivered from harm. He said, "The safest place to be is in God's will."

55] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Illustration- Kenneth Copeland said on his program that the Lord spoke to him and said that on the day the Twin Towers were struck by terrorists on 11September 2001, God warned everyone who worked in those buildings. He spoke to some who were too dull to hear. He spoke to others who heard but did not heed their inner witness. He spoke to others who took heed and saved their lives. 

Proverbs 1:24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;
Proverbs 1:24 — "Because I have called, and ye refused" - Comments- God called to Israel before destruction came. Note:

Isaiah 66:4, "I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not."

God called to Judah before destruction came. Note: 

Jeremiah 17:13, "O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters."

Note also:

Zechariah 7:11, "But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear."

This is similar to the story in Luke 7:29-35 :

Luke 7:32, "They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept."

This cry is similar to the time when Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the people had rejected Him as the Messiah.

Luke 19:41-42, "And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes."

Proverbs 1:25 — "I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded" - Comments- While the phrase "Because I have called, and ye refused" implies words, the phrase "I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded" implies actions. Thus, God had performed many divine interventions in a man's life as a way of letting him know that God was real. He saved them from death, from an accident and calamity. Yet, they would not turn to Him although He had been working in someone's life for years. Still, a man refuses to come to God.

Proverbs 1:25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:
Proverbs 1:26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;
Proverbs 1:25-26 — Comments- The rebellious sinner has laughed at God ( Proverbs 1:25). Now God will laugh at them ( Proverbs 1:26). Note a similar verse: 

Psalm 2:4, "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision." 

Proverbs 1:27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 
Proverbs 1:27 — Comments- We see an example of Proverbs 1:27 when the Lord judged Israel ( Isaiah 33:14). Fear took hold of them suddenly and by surprise

Isaiah 33:14, "The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?"

Proverbs 1:28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: 
Proverbs 1:28 — Comments- We are told to seek the Lord while He may be found, because there is coming a time when He may not be found.

Isaiah 55:6, "Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:"

King Saul called upon the Lord, but He did not answer.

1 Samuel 28:6, "And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets."

The Lord did not hearken to the five foolish virgins:

Matthew 25:11-12, "Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not."

Those whom the master shut out were not heard:

Luke 13:25, "When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are:"

The reason that God will not hear is found in Proverbs 29:1.

Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

Proverbs 1:29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 
Proverbs 1:30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. 
Proverbs 1:31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. 
Proverbs 1:31 — Comments- In the seven years of working at Lighthouse Television in Kampala, Uganda, we have had a number of adversaries. One person sent us death threats. Amazingly, within a few years, this person was on death row having been arrested for murdering others. He now lives under a death threat. Another individual attempted to cut off the television station from airing its signal. Within a few years this individual died and God cut him off. As I look back at these situations, I see how clearly each of these individuals ate the fruit of their own way and was filled with their own devices.

Proverbs 1:31 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 11:6, "The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness."

Proverbs 14:14, "The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself."

Proverbs 1:32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
Proverbs 1:32 — "and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them" - Word Study on "prosperity" - Strong says the Hebrew word "prosperity" ( שַׁלְוָה) (H 7962) means, "security," and it comes from a primitive root ( שָׁלָה) (H 7951) meaning, "to be tranquil, i.e. secure or successful." In the KJV this word is translated, "abundance, peace (-ably), prosperity, quietness." 

Comments- This word shows that the fool's deception is to believe that his prosperity brings lasting prosperity, when it in fact brings destruction. It looks like prosperity, but it is actually destruction in disguise.

Comments- There are a number of illustrations for Proverbs 1:33 b in the Scriptures. We find a wealthy man named Nabal in 1 Samuel 25:1-38 who refused to help David when he and his men were in exile. David came near to slaying him because Nabal's prosperity was partly credited to the fact that David protected this man's flocks. The Lord then slew Nabal because of his wicked heart. When Jesus was teaching about covetousness He told the story of the rich fool who has plenty. He then said to himself in a covetous spirit that he would heap his goods into barns and endeavor to eat, drink and to be merry ( Luke 12:16-21). Yet he did not know that very soon God required his soul. In order to overcome covetousness Paul told Timothy to warn those who were rich with this world's goods to be generous towards others. Note: 

1 Timothy 6:17-19, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life."

Proverbs 1:33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.
Proverbs 1:33 — "and shall be quiet from fear of evil" - Comments- This promise of quietness from fear of evil becomes one of the greatest prayers in the Holy Scriptures ( 1 Corinthians 4:10, Psalm 23:4, Matthew 6:13). Those who do not choose the fear of the Lord ( Proverbs 1:29) will receive the fear of their own evil calamities that will soon befall them.

1 Chronicles 4:10, "And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested."

Psalm 23:4, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

Matthew 6:13, "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen."

Proverbs 1:32-33 — Comments- Two Destinies Given to Men - Proverbs 1:32-33 reveals that there are two, and only two, destinies for every human being. There is heaven and there is hell, but no alternatives. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us that many will follow the path of destruction, while few will find the path of wisdom and life ( Matthew 7:13-14).

Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-5 

How We Develop an Ear to Hear the Call of Wisdom (This Passage Parallel's Solomon's Prayer for a Hearing Heart) - Chapter one tells us that wisdom calls both to the simple and to the wise, to guide them daily in the path of blessing and protection. But thank God that chapter one does not leave us struggling to understand how we are to discern the voice of wisdom. In chapter two we are told how to develop a hearing ear so that we can hear wisdom's voice and gain discernment by studying the Word of God ( Proverbs 2:1-5); for wisdom proceeds from God ( Proverbs 2:6), and it is God's way of protecting His children ( Proverbs 2:7-9). When we learn how to obtain it, we find ourselves protected from the calamities that befall the wicked ( Proverbs 2:10-20), from the voice of the evil man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and the strange woman ( Proverbs 2:16-19) so that we can dwell in the land and not be cut off ( Proverbs 2:21-22). 

We may ask, "How does reading God's Word help us to be more aware of the Holy Spirit speaking to us?" In answer to such a question, it has been my experience that when the Word of God is dwelling richly in my heart and mind, the Holy Spirit easily reminds me of a particular verse or passage of Scripture in a way that applies to a situation I am facing. Thus, the logos word we have memorized is turned into a living, rhema word as the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking unto us.

If we find a parallel to this passage in the life of Song of Solomon , we find it in his prayer for wisdom. We remember Solomon's prayer to God, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad." ( 1 Kings 3:9) This is the theme of Proverbs chapter 2. Solomon wants to lead us through the same journey that he had to take in order to hear from God. I believe that God answered Solomon's prayer, not by speaking to him audibly on a regular basis, or by imparting unto him a spiritual heart to hear from God, but rather, by revealing to him that secret to developing a hearing heart through spending time meditating in God's Word. It was up to Solomon to work this divine truth out in his life. The anointing is imparted. But in order to be led by the Spirit of God we must develop our spirit man.

We find another parallel to Proverbs 2:1-5 in the epistle of Hebrews where the author say, "But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil." ( Hebrews 5:14) In other words, we must exercise our senses so that we can hear the voice of God and distinguish between the good and the bad decisions in our life.

As a believer, we must learn how to obtain wisdom. Wisdom calls, but we must learn how to answer that call. We answer the call of wisdom by applying ourselves to the study of the Holy Bible ( Proverbs 2:1), by meditating on His Word ( Proverbs 2:2), by praying for understand ( Proverbs 2:3) and by making this search more important than the pursuits of this world ( Proverbs 2:4). Only then will we find wisdom ( Proverbs 2:5), which proceeds from no other source but God ( Proverbs 2:6). 

Now God chooses this method of giving a man wisdom so that the wicked will not be able to find it, and in rejecting it, they increase their own judgment from Almighty God ( Luke 8:10). This is because God"s ways are merciful, even to the wicked. He wants to reduce their judgment if possible.

Luke 8:10, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand."

This method of finding the hidden treasures of wisdom will deliver us from the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:10-15) and from the immoral woman ( Proverbs 2:16-20).

In the following chapters, wisdom tells us how the Word of God transforms our hearts, minds and bodies so that the voice of wisdom shines brighter and brighter as the noonday sun. Thus, chapter two reveals that we can learn to discern the voice of wisdom so that we can avoid being deceived by the voices of this world, and thus avoid falling into calamities as the world experiences. 

Proverbs 2:1 My Song of Solomon , if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;
Proverbs 2:1 — Word Study on "receive" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "receive" ( לָקַח) (H 3947) means, "to take, receive." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to take (in the widest variety of applications)," The Enhanced Strong says it is used 965 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "take 747, receive 61, take away 51, fetch 31, bring 25, get 6, take out 6, carry away 5, married 4, buy 3, misc 26." This Hebrew word is used 19 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 2:1 — Word Study on "words" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "words" ( אִמֵּר) (H 561) means, "a word, discourse" when used poetically, and it means, "a command, mandate." Strong says it means, "something said," and it comes from the primitive root ( אָמַר) (H 559), meaning, "to say." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 49 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "words 43, speeches 2, sayings 2, appointed 1, answer 1." This Hebrew word is used 22 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 2:1 — Word Study on "hide" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "hide" ( צָפַן) (H 6845) means, "to hide, to conceal." - Strong says this primitive root means, "to hide, to hoard, to reserve," and figuratively, "to deny, to protect." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 33times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hide 16, lay up 7, esteemed 1, lurk 1, hidden ones 1, privily 1, secret places 1, secret 1, misc 4."

Proverbs 2:1 — Word Study on "commandments" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "commandment" ( מִצְוָה) (H 4687) means, "a command, a precept." Strong says it means, "a command." The Enhanced Strong says it is used in the Old Testament 181times, being translated in the KJV as, "commandments 177, precept 4, commanded 2, law 1, ordinances 1."

Proverbs 2:1 — Comments - In the phrase "My Song of Solomon ," we feel the patience and love of God each time He addresses us in this manner. 
Regarding the words "receive....hide," the word "receive" means to hear God"s Word, to take hold of it and not let it go. That Isaiah , we must open our hearts and learn God"s Word as our instruction. The word "hide" means that we are to memorize God"s Word in our hearts. In other words, it is an act of our will to "receive" or reject the words we hear. Upon receiving them, we make the choice to "hide" them down in our heart ( Psalm 119:11).

Psalm 119:11, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee." 

Regarding the words "my words….my commandments," they contrast the several ways in which these young men were taught and the ways in which the Lord speaks to us. These men in the king's court were taught largely by oral tradition, as well as learning the Mosaic Law. In the same sense, the Lord may speak to us by an utterance, translated in this verse as "words," or He may speak to us by His written "commandments" out of the Scriptures. He may speak to us in "sayings" with a still, small voice of the Holy Spirit, or through something that someone says, both of which we would call a "rhema" word. Or, the Lord may speak to us by His written Word, the Holy Bible, which we would call a "logos" word. Either way, we must open our hearts and take hold of His Word to us. 

Proverbs 2:2 So that thou incline thine ear unto Wisdom of Solomon , and apply thine heart to understanding;
Proverbs 2:2 — "So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom" - Word Study on "incline" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "incline" ( קָשַׁב) (H 7181) means, "to attend." Strong says it means, "to prick up (the ears), to hearken." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 46 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hearken 27, attend 10, heed 3, hear 2, incline 1, marked 1, regarded 1, mark well 1."

Comments- The word "ear" in Proverbs 2:2 is figurative of the heart; for it is by our ears that wisdom first enters our mind so that our heart can embrace it. We find this same figurative use of the word "eyes" in Ephesians 1:18 in the phrase "the eyes of our understanding."

Ephesians 1:18, "The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,"

Proverbs 2:2 — "and apply thine heart to understanding" - Word Study on "apply" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "apply" ( נָטָה) (H 5186) means, "to stretch out, to extend." Strong says this primitive root means, "to stretch or spread out, to bend away." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 215 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "stretch out 60, incline 28, turn 16, stretch forth 15, turn aside 13, bow 8, decline 8, pitched 8, bow down 5, turn away 5, spread 5, stretched out still 4, pervert 4, stretch 4, extend 3, wrest 3, outstretched 3, carried aside 2, misc 20."

Proverbs 2:2 — Comments- Proverbs 2:2 tells us the results of verse one as we learn to listen to God's words. When we begin to place His Word into our hearts, we gain wisdom and understanding about the circumstances in our lives. This verse implies the need to spend time studying and meditating upon God"s Word in order to gain insight into its meaning. Note: 

Psalm 49:3, "My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding."

At first God's Word can be very challenging to understand as a new believer, but as we apply ourselves to understand, the Holy Spirit begins to open the eyes of our understanding and to give us divine revelation and spiritual truths to live by.

Proverbs 2:3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;
Proverbs 2:3 — Comments- We are to pray for understanding as we study God"s Word. The Ethiopian eunuch prayed a similar prayer to Philip the evangelist, "How can I, except some man should guide me?" ( Acts 8:31) Note similar verses:

Matthew 5:6, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."

James 1:5, "If any of you lack Wisdom of Solomon , let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him."

More specifically, we are to ask God how this word applies to our life, or how it reveals God's divine plan for our lives. The Word of God guided Jesus Christ through His life and the Holy Spirit used the Word to reveal His destiny of Calvary and Resurrection. We, too, are to look to God's Word for direction in life. 

Proverbs 2:4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;
Proverbs 2:4 — Comments- If the pursuit of wisdom is not first in a person"s life, then the cares of this busy life will take up most of a person"s time, choking out the Word of God in a person"s life. As one pursues wisdom and digs out a nugget of divine truth, then it becomes valuable. We begin to have a desire to seek after more of these truths. They become hidden treasure to be desired. As we focus our pursuits upon Wisdom of Solomon , our minds are not attending to the cares of this world any more.

As new believers we have an instinctive love for the Word of God. But often the cares of this world chokes out that love so that we become interested again in the pursuits of this life. But we can take these four steps again and renew our love for the Word of God. For example, I worked for about nine years in the busy Dallas lifestyle and my quiet-time was choked out. Under conviction, I found myself too committed to things and too desirous of particular pursuits to slow down. The Lord even gave me a dream where I saw myself sticking my hand into a water fountain full of coins and gathering them up with passion. In this dream, I then looked up and saw a pastor peacefully studying the Scriptures. I awoke and clearly understood what the Lord was saying to me, that I was too busy chasing the things of this world that were of little value and ignoring the pursuit of the valuable Word of God. When I moved to the mission field in 1997 I made a personal commitment to limit my lifestyle to work, family time and church attendance. All other time I had became devoted to the discipline of studying God's Word again. I found my old love for His Word coming back into my heart. How did I restore this love for God's Word; by applying these principles into my life again?

When we get a "rhema" word from God, breathed into our spirit, it becomes very precious to us. It becomes a valuable source of strength to take us through seasons in life. Only a person who has received such divine words understands their value.

Proverbs 2:4 — Illustration- As soon as I graduated from college, I took off to Key West in search of Mel Fisher, a well-known treasure hunter. I had called him about a Job , and he had told me to come and help him. While I was with him during the summer of 1975, Mel Fisher had already spent a number of years in search of the sunken treasure ship called the Nuestra Senora de Atocha, a Spanish galleon treasure ship that sank off the coast of Florida in 1622. I helped him build a homemade metal detector that was pulled behind a boat. He told me the tragic story of how he lost his son and daughter-in-law one night in a stormy sea when their boat turned over. In 1985 he did find this treasure ship valued at US$ 450 million, but not without a great cost. 57]

57] Mel Fisher, Mel Fisher's Treasures [on-line]; accessed 14January 2010; available from http://www.melfisher.com; Internet.

Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

Proverbs 2:5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.
Proverbs 2:5 — "Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD" - Comments- The fear of God comes by knowing God's Word. Hence, Deuteronomy 17:4-20.

Deuteronomy 17:19, "And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them."

Proverbs 2:5 — "and find the knowledge of God" - Comments- As we ask God and seek for understanding in God's ways, He will reward us with knowledge and understanding.

Proverbs 2:5 — Comments- If we have meet the conditions of Proverbs 2:1-4, then we will begin to understand the fear of God. This is a procedure that we must go through in order to learn how to gain wisdom. Another way to read this verse is to say, "Then we will begin to see life around us from a divine perspective." We will look at people and events the way God looks at them, they way He judges and the way He works in the affairs of mankind. If we will follow these steps, we will better know the voice of wisdom so that it will deliver us from danger ( Proverbs 2:6-11), from the evil man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and from the strange woman ( Proverbs 2:16-19).



Verses 1-9 

How to Find Wisdom of Solomon - As a believer, we must learn how to obtain wisdom. Wisdom calls to us from within ( Proverbs 1:20-33), but we must learn how to find wisdom. We will not search for wisdom without a sincere desire to pursuit it. Therefore, chapter 2tells us some simple steps that we are to follow in order to create that desire within our hearts to follow wisdom's call. Another way to describe this chapter is to say that it teaches us how to begin to train our spirits to hear the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , which is the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

This desire to know the voice of the Lord was Solomon's prayer as a young king. 

1 Kings 3:9, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?"

Therefore, we find in this passage, as well as chapter 4, the process by which a person can develop his spirit in order to better hear the voice of God. For this was Solomon's passion as a young king. 

In chapter 2, we learn that wisdom is found by humbling our hearts to receive God"s Word ( Proverbs 2:1), by meditating on His Word ( Proverbs 2:2), by praying for understand ( Proverbs 2:3) and by making this search more important than the cares of this world ( Proverbs 2:4). As we spend time in God's Word with an open heart ( Proverbs 2:1), it strengthens our spiritual desire for the things of God. As we continue in his Word ( Proverbs 2:2), the desire for wisdom grows ( Proverbs 2:3) until it becomes the passion of our lives ( Proverbs 2:4). It is only when we follow this guideline that we will find wisdom for our lives ( Proverbs 2:5), which only proceeds from God ( Proverbs 2:6). Wisdom will then protect us along life's journey ( Proverbs 2:7-9). 

The 3-Fold Make-up of Prayer of Manasseh - Let us discuss the make-up of the human being in order to better understand this passage of Scripture. We are created with five "sense gates"; seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling and touching. Primarily, we will grow as a Christian using two of these sense gates, which are hearing and seeing. Information for our Christian life enters our minds primarily through our seeing or hearing. Our minds analyze and study this information using a god-given process called reason. (Reason is the voice of the mind, as our conscience is the voice of our spirit, and feelings are the voice of our physical body.) We then must make the choice to embrace this information and receive it into our hearts, or to reject it. Our conscience will tell us whether this information is good or bad. But our God-given will to choose, which dwells within our mind, will make the final decision. This is because within the soulish realm, which is our mental realm, dwells the will, the intellect and the emotions. Our mind may ignore our conscience and make a decision based upon emotions or reason, and not out of inner conviction. Once we accept these thoughts, they are embraced within our heart. Then our bodies are moved by our heart, our passion, to pursue these thoughts and visions. We begin to make decisions based upon the information that we have embraced into our hearts, whether it is correct information or not. Proverbs 2:1-5 will take us through a procedure of feeding our mind upon God's Word until our heart embraces it and the things of God become our passion.

For example, a child can be taken into the demonic religions of Islam or Hinduism or other cults. If this child is subjected to these teachings, by the time he is a young Prayer of Manasseh , he will literally give his life for his beliefs. We can take that very same child and place him in a church and Christian school. By the time he is a young man he will be willing to give his life for the cause of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Lord spoke to me in 1997 and said, " Song of Solomon , there are two phases of the Christian life. There is conversion and there is discipleship. If a person will go through both phases, he will give his life for the cause of Christ. If he goes through both phases in a cult or foreign religion, he will also give his life for such a cause, as ridiculous as it may appear."

We find a New Testament parallel to this passage in Romans 12:1-2 where Paul the apostle tells us to renew our minds by the Word of God in order that we may know God's will for our lives. 

Romans 12:1-2, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

By the renewing of our minds, we begin to understand God's good, acceptable and perfect will in our lives. In other words, we will begin to understand that we have choices, and some choices are more pleasing to God than other choices, although either of them are within Scriptural boundaries of keeping us out of sin. We can learn to make the best decisions for our lives.

The Need to Pursue Wisdom - Proverbs 2:1-9 also reveals to us not only the process of renewing our mind with the Word of God, but it reveals that we must pursue wisdom in order to find it, because it does not come free without this pursuit. God chooses this method of providing wisdom to His children so that only those who genuine desire it will find it and those who are indifferent will not have it. The diligent will find wisdom and value it. This search will cause the believer to treasure wisdom for its true value, rather than taking it for granted and thus, increasing his eternal judgment also when he misuses it. This is how Jesus gave His wisdom to His disciples. Note:

Luke 8:10, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand."

God also chooses this method of giving man wisdom so that the wicked will not easily receive wisdom and fully reject it, thus increasing his own judgment from God. For God"s ways are merciful, even to the wicked. Thus, wisdom can only be found by diligently searching for it. 

God is easily able to impart a great amount of wisdom into any of us in a moment, both to saints and to sinners. God sometimes gives us a word of wisdom or a word of knowledge in order to minister to someone. God supernaturally dropped a tremendous amount of wisdom into the heart of Solomon. However, God does not choose to work this way on a day-to-day basis. God wants us to learn to pursue fellowship with Him daily in order to receive our needed Wisdom of Solomon , or "daily bread." However, if this wisdom were easily available to us without seeking God for it, then we would not hold it as valuable. He will make us accountable for living by it and judge us by it on the Day of Judgment. Thus, He also allows even the sinner to walk in his darkness out of mercy for him. For in doing Song of Solomon , the sinner will face a less harsh judgment in eternity than someone who knows the truth and rejects it. This is the reason that Jesus spoke in parables to the multitudes. They were healed and blessed by His ministry, but they left these gatherings without a deeper insight into the ways of God because of the hardness of their hearts. They only wanted a blessing, but did not want to follow Him, as did His disciples.

God chooses to speak in dark sayings so that the saints of God will have to search for wisdom before finding it. In so doing, the wisdom that is someone pays a price to obtain becomes precious to the one who finds. When we dig it out and pay a price to pursue God in His infinite Wisdom of Solomon , and when He drops His wisdom into our hearts in this manner, we are able to value it as a great treasure. Note:

Proverbs 12:27, "The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious."

In the natural, the most precious metals and gems are found in the depths of the earth. In the same way is divine wisdom found.

Since God will also judge the saints for what truths they know, God, in His infinite Wisdom of Solomon , only entrusts His precious truths to those to whom He has counted faithful. God does not cast His pearls before swine ( Matthew 7:6).

Matthew 7:6, "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."

For example, Paul the apostle spent fourteen years serving the Lord before God entrusted him with the ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. Note:

1 Timothy 1:12, "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;"

Therefore, we must follow the order found in this passage of diligently seeking wisdom in order to find it, which God so much wants to give us. This method of finding the hidden treasures of wisdom will teach us to know the voice of wisdom so that we will be delivered from the call of the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:10-15) and from the immoral woman ( Proverbs 2:16-20). There are many voices in this world, and unless we learn how to hear the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , we will be found listening to the enticing voices of this world.

The words "path and way" are used ten times in this chapter alone. This chapter tells us that there are two paths to follow. We are told that God's Words will be our guide on the good path that provides Wisdom of Solomon , divine protection and long life. But the words of the evil man and the strange woman will lead on down a different dark path of a short life and certain destruction. We are told that both of these evil characters call their victims down a crooked path that leads to death. 

We find a New Testament parallel to this passage in Matthew 7:13-14 where we are told that there are two paths to take in this life. One path leads to eternal life and the other leads to eternal destruction.

Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 

The Conditions that Must Be Met to Find Wisdom - Proverbs 2:1-9 contains three "ifs" and one promise. It is a conditional sentence with a promise to those who meet these three conditions. Proverbs 2:1-5 are a conditional sentence. Proverbs 2:1-4 are the proteases. Proverbs 2:5 is the apodosis. Proverbs 2:6-8 tell us the reason why Proverbs 2:5 is true. Proverbs 2:9 tells us what will come to pass when the Lord accomplishes Proverbs 2:6-8 in our lives.

This process in not always easy to begin in a person's lifestyle. This is because when people begin their pursuit of God, they are often bound by the cares of this world. In the natural it appears that they cannot get free in order to come to God's Word and begin to apply it to their lives, but this is a deception of Satan. Benny Hinn was once given a vision. In this vision he was bound by cords and sitting in a corner of a room. In the other corner of the room he saw Jesus with His hand outstretched saying, "Come." Benny Hinn realized that he wanted to come to Jesus, but the cords had him bound. Jesus said again, "Come." Benny Hinn said, "But I can't." Jesus said a third time, "Come to Me." Then Benny Hinn begin to reach out his hand towards Jesus. The further he stretched out his body to touch Jesus, the weaker the cords became. As he continued to strain his body to reach out towards Jesus, the cords became loose and fell from him and he was set free. 56] This is often the way we feel as a new Christian. We want to live in the ways of God, but our minds tell us we are bound. However, if we will study God's Word, meditate upon it, cry out for wisdom and put His Word first in our lives, we find ourselves being set free from the bondages of this corrupt world, and free from the ways of the evil man and strange woman.

56] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 6 January 2003), television program.



Verses 1-22 

Answering God the Father's Call - As a believer, we must learn how to obtain wisdom. Wisdom calls, but we must learn how to answer that call. We answer the call of wisdom by applying ourselves to the study of the Holy Bible ( Proverbs 2:1), by meditating on His Word ( Proverbs 2:2), by praying for understand ( Proverbs 2:3) and by making this search more important than the pursuits of this world ( Proverbs 2:4). Only then will we find wisdom ( Proverbs 2:5). God chooses this method of giving a man wisdom so that the wicked will not be able to find it, and in rejecting it, they increase their own judgment from Almighty God ( Luke 8:10). This is because God"s ways are merciful, even to the wicked. This method of finding the hidden treasures of wisdom will deliver us from the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and from the immoral woman ( Proverbs 2:16-20).

Luke 8:10, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand."

Outline- Here is a proposed outline:

1. How to Find Wisdom — Proverbs 2:1-9
a. Develop a Hearing Heart — Proverbs 2:1-5
b. Wisdom Protects Our Path — Proverbs 2:6-9
2. Wisdom's Path of Escape — Proverbs 2:10-22
a. The path of escape — Proverbs 2:10-11
b. Escape from the wicked man — Proverbs 2:12-15
c. Escape from the adulteress — Proverbs 2:16-20
d. End results of wise man & fool — Proverbs 2:21-22


Verses 6-9 

Wisdom Protects Our Path- We see in Proverbs 2:6-9 the divine protection of God. After years of serving the Lord and following His plan for my life, I have noticed that I do not have to frequent the altar calls for my deliverance during every church service. My life is peaceful and things are well with my soul because of God's daily deliverance in my life. The Lord has delivered me from the counsels of the wicked one, so that I do not have to be in bondage and cry out for deliverance.

Illustration - We can apply the principles of Proverbs 2:1-5 to a specific need. For example, if we have a financial need, we can read God's Word on passages regarding finances ( Proverbs 2:1), mediate on these verses ( Proverbs 2:2), ask God to help us understand His divine principles in the area of finances ( Proverbs 2:3), and then apply these principles to our lives as a priority ( Proverbs 2:4). God promises us success using this method ( Proverbs 2:5). We can come to the Lord with family needs, health needs, and any other area of our lives. This is how I have learned to conduct my life. I have learned that God's Word applies to every area of man's life, and that it has an answer if we will seek Him.

Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.
Proverbs 2:6 — Comments- Of all the wisdom literature that King Solomon was exposed to, whether from Egypt or from the East, none compared to the wisdom that he found from the Lord.

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

James 1:5, "If any of you lack Wisdom of Solomon , let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him."

Proverbs 2:7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.
Proverbs 2:7 — Word Study on "sound wisdom" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( תּוּשִׁיָּה) (H 8454) means, "a lifting up, that which is erect, aid, counsel, wisdom." Strong says it means, "support, ability, help, undertaking, understanding." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, " Wisdom of Solomon 7, enterprise 1, thing as it Isaiah 1, that which Isaiah 1, substance 1, working 1."

Proverbs 2:7 — Comments- Sound Wisdom of Solomon , or counsel, is reserved for God's children, for those who walk upright. It is not for everyone. The wicked have no access to God's leadership, counsel and protection. Jesus refers to this divine principle when He taught by parables to the multitudes. When the disciples asked Jesus why He taught in parables that were difficult to understand, said, "Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given." ( Matthew 13:11)

Proverbs 2:8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 
Proverbs 2:8 — Comments - The upright will walk without the endless problems that face the wicked every day. King David knew God as his shield and buckler. He wrote, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them." ( Psalm 34:7) Job is the story of a man whom God guarded and protected so that he prospered.

Proverbs 2:9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 
Proverbs 2:9 — Comments - As we follow the principles laid forth in Proverbs 2:1-4, of reading God's Word, meditating, praying, and putting His Word first in our lives, we will begin to find wisdom everywhere, hidden from the sight of the wicked and simple, golden nuggets that guide us each day along the journey. We will find those seven golden nuggets of wisdom listed in the opening passage of Proverbs 1:2-6. In the phrase "every good path," we could also read, "every good decision"; for every decision that we make leads us down a path. Another way to say this is that then we will begin to see life around us from a divine perspective.



Verses 10-22 

Wisdom Always Provides a Path of Escape for Us - Proverbs 2:10-22 tells us that wisdom will deliver us from the paths of the evil man and the strange woman. Proverbs 2:10-11 gives us the method of escaping from the devices of the wicked. The lifestyle of allowing wisdom to enter through our minds, our eyes and ears, and into our hearts allows us to avoid the snares that trap other people. For the words of the wicked man ( Proverbs 2:12-15) and strange woman (16-19) are the methods of trapping the fool. These words are carefully placed before their victims in order to gain entrance into their hearts. Once these words have been received into the heart of a Prayer of Manasseh , they ensnare him. But for the man of Wisdom of Solomon , he only receives words of wisdom into his heart. Wisdom will soon tell us to guard our hearts with all diligence ( Proverbs 4:23). Thus, he protects his eyes and ears, which are the entrance into his heart.

Proverbs 4:23, "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life."

One way that wisdom protects us is that it allows us to foresee problems ahead and avoid them. However, the simple continues on that course and is punished ( Proverbs 22:3).

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished."

For those who do not need wisdom's call will give their labour and wealth to others and mourn at last when their bodies are consumed and they will say, "How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!" ( Proverbs 5:12-13)

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The path of escape — Proverbs 2:10-11
2. Escape from the wicked man — Proverbs 2:12-15
3. Escape from the adulteress — Proverbs 2:16-20
4. End results of wise man & fool — Proverbs 2:21-22
Proverbs 2:10-11 — God's Method of Divine Protection - The previous verses ( Proverbs 2:7-9) promise God"s divine hand of protection to those who faithfully serve Him. His method of protecting us is stated in the next verses ( Proverbs 2:10-11), which says that divine wisdom enters our lives and protects us. In other words, God gives wisdom to avoid problems to those who seek Him. Therefore, if a child of God walks away from the wisdom given to him, he will encounter problems. He may ask God why such things happened to him, thinking God should be sovereignly protecting him. God's system is to give His children Wisdom of Solomon , so that they become responsible for making sound decision.

Proverbs 2:10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 
Proverbs 2:10 — "When wisdom entereth into thine heart" - Comments- In order for wisdom to enter the heart of a Prayer of Manasseh , the heart must become receptive. Jesus illustrates this truth by telling the Parable of the Sower ( Mark 4:1-20). If the seed of God"s Word does not find good soil, the Word cannot take root and grow. The seeds of God"s Wisdom will die. We must open our hearts and humbly receive the Word of God, even when the Word is correcting and chastising us, even when our flesh is not comfortable. 

Scripture References- Note similar Scriptures:

James 1:21, "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

Revelation 3:20, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me."

Proverbs 2:11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 
Proverbs 2:12-15 — Escape from the Wicked Man - Proverbs 2:12-15 gives us warnings against following the call of the wicked man. These verses give away his secret of enticement, which are his words. He takes his victims by the words of his mouth, in the same way that the strange woman does ( Proverbs 2:16-19). However, wisdom will deliver us from the wicked man.

Proverbs 2:12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil Prayer of Manasseh , from the man that speaketh froward things;
Proverbs 2:12 — "To deliver thee from the way of the evil man" - Word Study on "froward" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "froward" ( תַּהְפֻּכָה) (H 8419) means, "deceit, fraud, perverse." Strong says it means, "perversity, fraud," and it comes from the root verb ( הָפַךְ) (H 2015), which means, "to turn, change, overturn, return pervert." Webster says the word "perverse" means, "Turned aside; hence, specifically, turned away from the right; willfully erring; wicked; perverted." 

Proverbs 2:12 — "from the man that speaketh froward things" - Comments- Wisdom will teach us to discern the words of the fool that are used to entice us off of the good path. Discretion and understanding will also keep us from men who would otherwise speak horribly about us. We can avoid much slander and evil talk about us using God's wisdom. 

Note verses that illustrate this proverb:

1 Peter 3:16, "Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ."

Titus 2:8, "Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you."

Proverbs 2:13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness; 
Proverbs 2:14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked; 
Proverbs 2:14 — Comments- We see in Proverbs 2:14 that the evil man rejoices in his wickedness. In other words, a person can use the four steps discussed in Proverbs 2:1-4 of renewing the mind and transforming the heart towards wicked things rather than the ways of God. Instead of falling in love with the Word of God, a person can fall in love with sin. Such a person is in bondage and does not realize this bondage.

Proverbs 2:15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths: 
Proverbs 2:16-20 — Escape from the Strange Woman - Proverbs 2:16-20 warns us about the strange woman. These verses give away her secret of enticement, which are her words. She takes her victims by the words of her mouth, in the same way that the wicked man does ( Proverbs 2:12-15). Wisdom will deliver us from the strange woman. 

Within the historical setting of King Solomon's court, who else would the young ladies in society desire more than these young, educated, handsome men who are being trained in the king's courts and who are destined for a career as a leader in that nation.

Proverbs 2:16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words; 
Proverbs 2:17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. 
Proverbs 2:17 — Word Study on "guide" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( אַלּוּף) (H 441) means, "familiar, intimate, tame, an ox, the leader of a family or tribe." Strong says it literally means, "familiar, friend, gentile," but it carries several shades of meanings, such as "hence, a bullock, chieftain." Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( אָלַף) (H 502) that means, "to associate with; hence, to learn, to teach." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 69 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "duke 57, guide 4, friends 2, governors 2, captains 1, governor 1, ox 2." 

(1) It is used to describe a close friend. 

Psalm 55:13, "But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance."

(2) It is also used to describe someone or something gentle, such as a bullock (as being tame).

Psalm 144:14, "That our oxen may be strong to labour; that there be no breaking in, nor going out; that there be no complaining in our streets."

(3) It also carries the meaning of a chieftain, captain, duke, (chief) friend, governor, or guide. 

Zechariah 12:5, "And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God."

Comments- The NIV interprets this strange woman to be an adulteress, who has forsaken her husband and forsaken her marriage vows. It reads, "who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God."

Proverbs 2:18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. 
Proverbs 2:19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 
Proverbs 2:19 — Comments- The path of the strange woman ( Proverbs 2:16-19) appears to be more dangerous than the path of the evil man ( Proverbs 2:12-15). The Scriptures tell us, "Know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith Hebrews , shall be one flesh," ( 1 Corinthians 6:16). Thus, the path of the strange woman involves more emotional and psychological bondages than the path of the evil man. Proverbs 7:26 tells us, "For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her." This is a very cruel path. A person may recover himself from this snare, but it will tear his heart out to do so.

Proverbs 2:20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous. 
Proverbs 2:21-22 — The End Results of the Wise Man and the Fool - Proverbs 2:21-22 gives us the end results of the decisions made by the one who pursues wisdom and the one who becomes ensnared by the wicked man and the strange woman. The wise man will become established and take possession of the land while the sinner will be taken away from off of the earth.

Proverbs 2:21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it. 
Proverbs 2:22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.
Proverbs 2:22 — Word Study on "cut off" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "cut off" ( כָּרַת) (H 3772) means, "to cut, to cut off." Strong says it means, "to cut (off, down, asunder), to destroy, to consume." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 288 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "cut off 145, make 85, cut down 23, cut 9, fail 6, destroy 4, want 3, covenanted 2, hew 2, misc 9."

Proverbs 2:22 — Word Study on "shall be rooted out" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( נָסַח) (H 5255) means, "to pluck out." Strong says it means, "to tear away." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "pluck 2, rooted 1, destroy 1."

Proverbs 2:22 — Comments- There are two ways to remove trees from a field. Some varieties of trees can simply be cut off without the stump being able to grow back into a new tree. Thus, the tree dies at the time of its cutting. But other varieties of trees must be uprooted in order to do away with it. For, if these trees are merely cut off, the stump will sprout a new tree.

In a similar way, God simply cuts off some people, and that is remedy enough. Illustration:

Exodus 12:19, "Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land."

For others, God must uproot the wicked and his posterity as a necessary remedy. This is a more severe punishment from God. We see this example in the Scriptures when God removes some wicked kings, because these kings and their family were so rooted in their nation that a removal of the king alone was not enough to remove evil. God did so to Jeroboam, Baasha and Ahab. Note:

1 Kings 14:10, "Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all gone."

1 Kings 16:11, "And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he slew all the house of Baasha: he left him not one that pisseth against a wall, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his friends."

1 Kings 21:21, "Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel,"

God even cuts off cities, as He did with Sodom and Gomorrah. He cuts off nations, as He did with the Amalekites and the nations that Joshua overcame in the conquest of Canaan. God even judged the entire earth and destroyed it with a flood during the time of Noah as a necessary remedy for evil.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1-2 

A General Summary of Wisdom's Blessings - Proverbs 3:1-2 give us the blessings of wisdom in a nutshell. When we sow by diligently obeying God's Word ( Proverbs 3:1), we reap a harvest of manifold blessings ( Proverbs 3:2). These blessings will be discussed in more depth in Proverbs 3:3-10. A good illustration of a man in the Scriptures that was blessed in all of these areas of his life is Abraham ( Genesis 24:1).

Genesis 24:1, "And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things."

Proverbs 3:1 My Song of Solomon , forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:
Proverbs 3:1 — "My Song of Solomon , forget not my law" - Word Study on "forget" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "forget" ( שָׁכַח) (H 7911) means, "to forget, to leave." Strong says it means, "mislay, to be oblivious of, from want of memory or attention."

Comments- Even though we have known God's Word, we can become distracted and caught up with the cares of this world. Therefore, this command is given to remind us to keep God"s Word hidden within our hearts.

Comments- If we will stay on the course that wisdom has instructed us, it will produce good results for us. We have heard the call of wisdom in chapter one. We have learned to answer that call in chapter two. We will learn in chapter three that God's blessings are certain to those who stay on course. Too often believers give up because they lack the patience and endurance to see their hopes manifested. In the Parable of the Sower, only one type of soil saw the results of the labour of the sower. Thus, we may conclude that only one out of four really see results from their journey of faith in God's promises of blessings.

Proverbs 3:1 — "but let thine heart keep my commandments" - Word Study on "keep" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( נָצַר) (H 5341) means, "to watch, to keep," and "(1) to defend, to preserve, (2) to keep, to observe, (3) to keep, i.e. to hide."

Comments- This word is used in at least two shades of meaning: 

1. To preserve, so as not to forget or lose them. 

2. To comply with or do them.

Comments- We are to serve the Lord from our heart, and not to be seen by men. Note that in Luke 11:37-54, Jesus dines with a Pharisee and rebukes him for his hypocrisy. Our Lord accused the Pharisees of being hypocrites (play actors) because they sought the praise of men. Do not serve the Lord to be seen by men, but from a pure heart (See Matthew 6:1-8). 

The Pharisees could keep the Law in such a way as to appear good, while they sought to please one another, but God wants a man's devotion to come from his heart, in sincerity, seeking to please God out of love. Even in church work, we can be out to please man and not God ( Colossians 3:23-24).

Colossians 3:23-24, "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. "

Proverbs 3:1 — Comments- The implication of Proverbs 3:1 is the need for diligence in keeping God's commandments as a condition for His blessings to come in one's life. We see this same statement made in Deuteronomy 28:1-2.

Deuteronomy 28:1-2, "And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God."

Proverbs 3:2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.
Proverbs 3:2 — "length of days, and long life, and peace" - Comments- God promised these three blessings to Abraham in Genesis 15:15, "And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age."

(1) "For length of days" - The Hebrew literally says, "years of life." This refers to an abundant life, so as not to die before a ripe old age or a "long life." Note:

John 10:10, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

Proverbs 9:11 gives a similar meaning to this phrase. 

Proverbs 9:11, "For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased."

(2) "and long life" - This phrase refers to how long we will live on this earth. Note other Scriptures where God promises a long life:

Psalm 90:10, "The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away."

Psalm 91:16, "With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation."

Proverbs 4:10, "Hear, O my Song of Solomon , and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many."

Proverbs 9:11, "For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased."

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

Ecclesiastes 7:17, "Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?"

Ephesians 6:1-3, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth."

1 Timothy 4:8, "For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come."

(3) "and peace" - It means to be at rest, even in the midst of the storms of life. Note:

John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

Proverbs 3:2 — "shall they add to thee" - Word Study on "shall they add" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shall they add" ( יָסַף) (H 3254) means, "to add, augment." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 213times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "more 70, again 54, add 28, increase 16, also 6, exceed 4, put 4, further 4, henceforth 4, Song of Solomon 2, continued 2, give 2, misc 17."

Comments- This pronoun refers to the law and commandments of God. Thus, it is God"s Word that it able to add abundance to our lives.

Proverbs 3:2 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 48:16-19, "Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me. Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea: Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me."

Proverbs 3:2 — Comments- Proverbs 3:2 is a summary of the blessings of Wisdom of Solomon , both spiritually, mentally, physically, and financially. It describes the health, the long life, the prosperity and the peace of mind and heart that wisdom brings to those who hearken unto its voice.



Verses 1-12 

Wisdom's Blessings - Proverbs 3:1-2 give a brief, general summary of the blessings of wisdom. These two verses tell us that by Wisdom of Solomon , we can have a better quality of life. Proverbs 3:3-12 then give to us a more specific description of the blessings of Wisdom of Solomon , such as favor in relationships ( Proverbs 3:3-4), knowing God"s will ( Proverbs 3:5-6), health ( Proverbs 3:7-8), prosperity ( Proverbs 3:9-10), and correction ( Proverbs 3:11-12).

Proverbs 3:3-4 deal with how to walk in love and truth in order to have quality relationships. These verses deal with the heart of a Prayer of Manasseh , his spirit. Proverbs 3:5-6 deal with carnal reasoning. These verses deal with the soul of a man. Proverbs 3:7-8 deal with physical health, which is our body. Thus, the three-fold make up of a man is addressed in the proper order, the spirit, the soul and the body. This is the same order that is followed in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Note that the spirit, or heart, of a man is addressed first, because this is the most important part of man"s make-up. Walking in love is the most important aspect of wisdom. Each aspect of wisdom is given in its order of priority. This is why prosperity in Proverbs 3:9-10 is given last, because it holds a lower priority of achievement in God"s eyes. It is better to have a pure heart, or even good health, than riches. However, prosperity is God"s will when a man"s life is in order, both in spirit, soul and body. Creflo Dollar says that wealth is the offspring of wisdom. 59] This passage in Proverbs 3:1-12 proves this to be the case. Finally, the spirit is discussed first in this passage of Scripture because we are to be more spirit conscience than flesh conscience.

59] Creflo Dollar, Changing Your World (College Park, Georgia: Creflo Dollar Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

If Proverbs 3:3-4 deal with the heart of Prayer of Manasseh , then Proverbs 3:5-6 deal with the mind and understanding of man. Proverbs 3:7-8 deal with the physical man. Proverbs 3:9-10 deal with finances. Proverbs 3:11-12 deal with chastisement, which God gives to keep our walk balanced with Him as He blessings us in our heart, mind, body and finances. 

In addition, we see the law of sowing and reaping in all of these verses. When we sow by diligently obeying God's Word ( Proverbs 3:1), we reap a harvest of manifold blessings ( Proverbs 3:2). We sow in the spirit realm in order to reap right relationships ( Proverbs 3:3-4). We sow in the soulish realm in order to have a sound mind for making right decisions ( Proverbs 3:5-6). We sow in the physical realm to reap good health ( Proverbs 3:7-8). We sow in the material realm in order to reap material prosperity ( Proverbs 3:9-10). Galatians 6:8 illustrates the fact that we can sow either in the spirit realm or in the carnal, fleshly realm.

Galatians 6:8, "For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."

A careful examination of Proverbs 3:27-34 will reveal to us how it is related to this passage in Proverbs 3:1-12. Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance. Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil", or "depart from strife". We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife. Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions. Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. A General Summary of Wisdom's Blessings — Proverbs 3:1-2
2. Wisdom and Its Blessings in Relationships — Proverbs 3:3-4 

3. Wisdom and its blessings in Decision-making — Proverbs 3:5-6
4. Wisdom and its blessings in Health — Proverbs 3:7-8 

5. Wisdom and its Blessings in Prosperity — Proverbs 3:9-10
6. Wisdom and its Blessings in Chastisement — Proverbs 3:11-12 

The Promises- Note these promises found in Proverbs 3:1-10 :

1. Favour with God and man ( Proverbs 3:4)

2. God directing our lives through our decisions ( Proverbs 3:6)

3. Health ( Proverbs 3:8)

4. Prosperity ( Proverbs 3:10)

The Priority of these Blessings- Note the order of God's blessings in our lives. After summarizing the fullness of God's blessings in Proverbs 3:1-2, this passage then tells us how God blesses us because of a pure heart ( Proverbs 3:3-4), then how blessings come with a renewed mind ( Proverbs 3:5-6), then how God blesses us with a long life ( Proverbs 3:7-8), then He blesses us financially ( Proverbs 3:9-10). God knows that as we grow in each of these areas we will need times of correction and chastisement ( Proverbs 3:11-12).

In this passage of Scripture God places these blessings in the order of their priority. It is more important to have a pure heart than to have financial prosperity. The world seeks the prosperity first, and leaves off their spiritual well-being. But works in our lives to develop a pure heart, so that we can hear and obey His word with sound decisions in our live, so that we can walk in a path of uprightness that will give us a long life, so that we can learn how to prosper financially. Thus, we will be given proverbs later in the book that will tell us of this priority. For example, Proverbs 15:16 tells us that a pure heart that fears the Lord is more important than material wealth.

Proverbs 15:16, "Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith." 

We can see in Proverbs 22:1 that a man's character takes priority over riches. The name of a person represents his character. It is through the soul, which is made up of the mind, the will and the emotions, that the character of a man is expressed.

Proverbs 22:1, "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold."

Proverbs 13:11 tells us that wealth is to follow hard work, and is not to be gained in vain and evil ways. Thus, our physical well-being takes priority over wealth.

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase."

Therefore, wealth takes a lower priority than our spiritual, mental, and physical well-being.

Trusting in the Lord- Once we get our hearts right with the Lord ( Proverbs 3:3-4), we can then learn how to trust Him to meet our needs. If we will learn to trust in the Lord ( Proverbs 3:5-6) it will bring us into prosperity ( Proverbs 3:9-10). The Lord said to Kenneth Copeland, "If you can transfer your trust to Me, I can transfer my goods to you." 60]

60] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 16 September 2000.

When you trust the Lord in every area of your life, it brings health ( Proverbs 3:7-8) and prosperity ( Proverbs 3:9-10). Abraham, Job and King David are examples for us today of those who qualified for the fullness of God's blessings. 

Genesis 25:8, "Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old Prayer of Manasseh , and full of years; and was gathered to his people."

Job 42:17, "So Job died, being old and full of days."

1 Chronicles 29:28, "And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead."



Verses 1-35 

The Blessings of Answering the Call of Wisdom (This passage parallels Solomon's great wisdom and wealth) - Once we receive the call from wisdom in chapter 1, we are shown how to find it in chapter 2. Therefore, in chapter 3, we will learn what happens to us when we answer the call of wisdom. If we find a parallel to this passage in the life of Song of Solomon , we will find it in the great wisdom and wealth that he acquired as the king of Israel as a result of following the principles laid down in chapters 1,2. Solomon started his journey as a king being young and tender (chapter 1). He then asked God for a hearing heart (chapter 2). As a result, he found not only Wisdom of Solomon , but the blessings of peace and abundance and wealth that comes with wisdom (chapter 3).

As a summary of chapter three, we see that the path of wisdom will lead us into spiritual, mental, physical and material blessings ( Proverbs 3:1-18). If God uses wisdom to determine the destiny of His creation ( Proverbs 3:19-20), so do our choices determine our own destiny ( Proverbs 3:21-26) as we learn to walk in wisdom with our neighbour in order to bring us to our eternal destiny ( Proverbs 3:27-35). 

Therefore, this passage of Scripture gives us the manifold aspects of wisdom. It is like the light that reflects through a beautiful diamond. A diamond has many different sides that reflect different colors of the rainbow. A diamond is able to show us the many different colors of light. Yet, each color reflected from this diamond is a part of the same light beam. In comparison, wisdom has many different colors, or dimensions. When placed together, this passage shows us divine wisdom that is perfect and complete, and able to make our lives whole in every aspect. Complete wisdom is learning to apply all of these verses to our lives, so that the blessings of God will be evident in every area of life. Only then will we be able to fulfill the eternal destiny that God has created us for as a part of His overall plan for His eternal creation.

Outline- Note the following outline:

1. The blessings of wisdom expounded — Proverbs 3:1-12
a) Summary to its blessings — Proverbs 3:1-2
b) Wisdom and its blessings in relationships (spiritual) — Proverbs 3:3-4
c) Wisdom and its blessings in decision-making (mental) — Proverbs 3:5-6
d) Wisdom and its blessings in health (physical) — Proverbs 3:7-8
e) Wisdom and its blessings in prosperity (financial) — Proverbs 3:9-10
f) Wisdom and its blessings in chastisement — Proverbs 3:11-12 

2. The priority of wisdom — Proverbs 3:13-15
3. A summary of the blessings of wisdom — Proverbs 3:16-18 

4. The eternal power of wisdom — Proverbs 3:19-20
5. Thru Wisdom of Solomon , man decides his destiny — Proverbs 3:21-26
6. Wisdom towards our neighbors — Proverbs 3:27-34
7. Wisdom brings us from God"s wrath into His glory — Proverbs 3:35
The Commands and Promises - We can see a series of commands and promises in Proverbs 3:1-35.

Commandment — Promise

1. Proverbs 3:1 - Learn and keep commandments — Proverbs 3:2 - Life and Peace

2. Proverbs 3:3 - Walk in love — Proverbs 3:4 - Favor

3. Proverbs 3:5-6 a- Trust God"s ways — Proverbs 3:6 b- Guidance

4. Proverbs 3:7 - Fear God — Proverbs 3:8 - Health

5. Proverbs 3:9 - Giving — Proverbs 3:10 - Receiving

6. Proverbs 3:11 - Endure chastisement — Proverbs 3:12 - Why? - God"s love — Proverbs 3:13-20 deal with the value and blessings of wisdom

7. Proverbs 3:21 - Keep God"s Word — Proverbs 3:22-24 - Life and peace

8. Proverbs 3:25 - Do not fear — Proverbs 3:26 - Why? God is with us

God's Plan for Prosperity- In Proverbs 3:1-2 of this chapter, we are given a general summary of the blessings of wisdom. In Proverbs 3:3-12, we are given specific blessings of wisdom. Proverbs 3:15-18 give a second, more expanded summary of the blessings of wisdom.

One parallel passage that we find in the New Testament to the teaching found in this chapter is 3 John 1:2.

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

The Lord wants us to walk in His blessings. The Lord once spoke to Norvel Hayes and told him that people are rewarded in two ways if they will serve the Lord; they will receive health and prosperity in this life. 58] We must seek the Lord instead of seeking the prosperity. In other words, Jesus said that we are to seek the kingdom of God first and all these blessings will pursue us.

58] Norvel Hayes, "Sermon," Word of Faith Family Church, Dallas, Texas 1989-90; Norvel Hayes, Financial Dominion: How To Take Charge Of You Finances (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, c 1986), 9-17.

Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

This is why Proverbs 3:1-2 says that the Commandments of the Lord will "add" these blessings to us. That Isaiah , they will come to us, and we will not have to pursue them. Our job is to pursue the Lord and His Word. This is what is meant in Deuteronomy 28:1-2 when it says that "all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee."

Deuteronomy 28:1-2, "And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God."

The Eternal Power of Wisdom of Solomon - Note the progression of events in chapter 3. A person learns God"s Word, yields his heart in trust, begins living by the Word, need correcting by God"s Word, receives the blessings of God"s Word, and after walking in God"s word for years, eventually sees the eternal faithfulness and power of God"s Word:

Proverbs 3:1-4 - Learning God"s Word

Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trusting in God"s Word

Proverbs 3:7-10 - Living God"s Word

Proverbs 3:11-12 - Being Corrected by God"s Word

Proverbs 3:13-18 - The Blessings of God"s Word

Proverbs 3:19-20 - The Eternal Power of God"s Word



Verse 3-4 

Wisdom and Its Blessings in Relationships: Wisdom Blesses the Man Spiritually - Proverbs 3:3-4 focuses upon the spirit of man and how God's blessings affect him in this realm. When his heart is right with God his relationships with others becomes blessed. 

Wisdom will teach us how to walk in love and faithfulness in relationships with both God and man. Mercy and truth proceed from a pure heart. This conduct of walking with a pure heart will bring us into places of favor and honor in our relationships with other people. 

Proverbs 3:3-4 mentions receiving favor from both God and man for a reason. This is because God is watching how we conduct ourselves with our fellow man. If we walk in love towards others, God will favor us with His blessings ( Proverbs 19:17; Proverbs 21:21, Matthew 6:14; Matthew 7:1-2). 

Proverbs 19:17, "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD and that which he hath given will he pay him again."

Proverbs 21:21, "He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour."

Matthew 6:14, "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:"

Matthew 7:1-2, "Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye Judges , ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again."

Also, if we walk closely with the Lord in divine wisdom and with His anointing, people will take notice as they did with Joseph and Daniel , thus favoring them above other ( Proverbs 4:9).

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

It is impossible to separate our relation with God from our relationships with man. All human relationships are related in some way to our relationship with God. Thus, the favor and understanding that is a result of these relationships are related to God and man.

Sowing in the Spirit Realm - Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word.

Illustrations of Favor- Joseph:

Genesis 39:2-4, "And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand."

Genesis 39:21, "But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison."

Why did God show Joseph mercy: because Joseph had shown mercy to others? Note:

2 Samuel 22:26, "With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright."

Samuel:

1 Samuel 2:26, "And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men."

Daniel:

Daniel 1:9, "Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs."

Jesus Christ:

Luke 2:52, "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man."

The early Church:

Acts 2:46-47, "And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."

It is for us in the New Covenant:

Romans 14:18, "For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men."

Proverbs 3:3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:
Proverbs 3:3 — "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee" - Word Study on "mercy" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "mercy" "hesed" ( חֵסֵד) (H 2617) properly means, "desire, ardor," and in a good sense, "zeal, love, kindness, benignity, benevolence, mercy, pity, grace, favor," and in a bad sense, "zeal, ardor against anyone, envy, reproach." Strong says it means, "kindness, piety, reproof, beauty." BDB says it is God's "lovingkindness in condescending to the needs of his creatures." Holladay says in regards to men relating to one another, this word means, "obligation to the community in relation to relatives, friends, guests, masters and servants…unity, solidarity, loyalty," and in God's relationship to His people, it means, "faithfulness, kindness, grace." It may be translated or understood in a wide range of English words: kindness, goodness, good deeds, pity, favour, loving kindness, merciful kindness, covenant love, faithfulness, devotion to God's Word, godly deeds. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 248 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "mercy 149, kindness 40, lovingkindness 30, goodness 12, kindly 5, merciful 4, favor 3, good 1, goodliness 1, pity 1, reproach 1, wicked thing 1." The nearest equivalent to "hesed" ( חֵסֵד ) in the Greek New Testament would be έλεος (mercy) or ἀγάπη (love).

Word Study on "truth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "truth" ( אֶמֶת) (H 571) means, "firmness, stability, perpetuity, faithfulness, fidelity, probity, uprightness, integrity of mind, truth." Strong says it literally means, "stability," and figuratively, "certainty, truth, trustworthiness."

Word Study on "forsake" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "forsake" ( עָזַב) (H 5800) means, "to loose bands, to let go, to leave." 

Proverbs 3:3 — "bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart" - Comments- This phrase is a reference to the commandments that God gave the children of Israel under the Law ( Deuteronomy 6:8; Deuteronomy 11:18). It is a full time job of diligent effort to walk according to the Scriptures so we must constantly keep Bible verses on our mind in order to walk in them.

Deuteronomy 6:8, "And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes."

Deuteronomy 11:18, "Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes."

Proverbs 3:4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.
Proverbs 3:4 — Word Study on "favour" - Strong says the Hebrew word "favour" ( חֵן) (H 2580) means, "graciousness, kindness, favour, beauty," and it comes from ( חָנַן) (H 2603), which is a primitive root that means, "to bend, or to stoop in kindness to an inferior, to favour, to bestow." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 69 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "grace 38, favour 26, gracious 2, pleasant 1, precious 1, wellfavoured + 028961." 

Proverbs 3:4 — Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) means, "understanding, intelligence, prudence." Strong says it means, "intelligence, success." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 7, Wisdom of Solomon 3, wise 1, prudence 1, knowledge 1, sense 1, discretion 1, policy 1."

Strong says ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) comes from the primitive root ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which means, "to be circumspect, and hence, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7."

Comments- This Hebrew noun is a key word woven throughout in the book of Proverbs being used six times:

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 12:8, "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

Proverbs 13:15, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard."

Proverbs 16:22, "Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly."

Proverbs 19:11, "The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."



Verse 5-6 

Wisdom and its blessings in Decision-making: Wisdom Blesses the Man Mentally- As wisdom will teach us how to prosper in our relationships in Proverbs 3:3-4, wisdom will teach us how to find God"s purpose and will for our lives as we learn to trust Him in every area of our lives. These two verses are telling us to renew our minds with the Word of God so that we will be able to make wise decisions. We are to find God's will in everything that we do so that He can prosper us exceedingly. 

Romans 12:2, "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

Sowing in the Mental Realm - Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions.

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
Proverbs 3:5 — "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart" - Word Study on "Trust" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "trust" ( בָּטַח) (H 982) means, "to confide in, to set one's hope and confidence upon any one, to be secure, to fear nothing for oneself." Strong says that it literally means, "to hide for refuge," thus, it means, "to trust, to be confident, to be sure." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 120 times in the Old Testament Scriptures. being translated in the KJV as, "trust 103, confidence 4, secure 4, confident 2, bold 1, careless 1, hope 1, hoped 1, ones 1, sure 1, women 1." 

Comments- How can you trust in the Lord if you do not know Him? For example, if you met a stranger on the street and he promises you something, how can you have much confidence in that? You cannot. This is why God's Word must be in you, working in your life causes you to confidently put your trust in Him. This is why Proverbs 3:1-4 precede this verse, because they talk about knowing God"s Word. Also note that Proverbs 22:17-19 follows the same pattern.

Proverbs 22:17-19, "Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips. That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee this day, even to thee."

How trustworthy is God's Word? See: 

Numbers 23:19, "God is not a Prayer of Manasseh , that he should lie; neither the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?"

1 Samuel 15:29, "And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a Prayer of Manasseh , that he should repent."

Malachi 3:6, "For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."

2 Timothy 2:13, "If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself."

Titus 1:2, "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;"

Hebrews 6:17-18, "Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:"

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Illustration- We do not really trust someone whom we do not know. Illustration: Someone once walked in off the street into Jack Emerson"s mechanic shop and said that if Jack would give him so much money then he would bring him so many pounds shrimp later did Jack do it. No!

Scripture Reference - Note:

Job 13:15, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him."

Proverbs 3:5 — "lean not unto thine own understanding" - Word Study on "lean" - Strong says the Hebrew word "lean" "shawan" ( שָׁעַן) (H 8172) literally means, "to support one's self." 

Illustration- In 2 Chronicles 13:1-22, Abijah was out numbered 2-1, yet he trusted in the Lord (He leaned upon God in Proverbs 3:18).

2 Chronicles 13:18, "Thus the children of Israel were brought under at that time, and the children of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon the LORD God of their fathers."

Other illustrations:

2 Kings 18:5, "He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him."

1 Chronicles 5:20, "And they were helped against them, and the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all that were with them: for they cried to God in the battle, and he was intreated of them; because they put their trust in him."

2 Chronicles 14:11, "And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, O LORD our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. O LORD, thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee."

2 Chronicles 16:7, "And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand."

Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( בִּינָה) (H 998) means, "understanding, intelligence, insight." Strong says it means, "understanding," and it comes from the primitive root ( בִּין) (H 995), which means, "to separate mentally (or distinguish), i.e.(generally) understand," which is the same verb used in this verse that is translated, "to perceive." Holladay says it means, "insight, perception." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 38 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 32, Wisdom of Solomon 2, knowledge 1, meaning 1, perfectly 1, understand 1." This Hebrew word is used 14times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- The idea is to not trust in oneself ( Jeremiah 23-24).

Jeremiah 9:23-24, "Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his Wisdom of Solomon , neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD."

As Jeremiah 9:23-24 says, the world trusts in itself: in its wealth, in its strength and in its wisdom. For example, on September 11, 2003, terrorists flew airplanes into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The World Trade Center was a building that represented America's wealth. The Pentagon was a building that represented American's strength. In early 2003, the Colombia space shuttle blew apart over Texas. The space shuttle represented America's wisdom and ingenuity. We are to trust in the Lord.

Proverbs 3:5 — Comments- Note a similar verse in 2 Corinthians 5:7, "(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)"

Proverbs 3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
Proverbs 3:6 — "In all thy ways acknowledge Him" - Word Study on "ways" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "ways" "derek" ( דֶּרֶךְ) (H 1870) means, "a going, a journey, a way, a path." Strong says it means, "a course of life, or a mode of action." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 627 times in the Old Testament. 

Comments- It refers to the opportunities that we face each day to make a decision that is right or wrong.

Word Study on "acknowledge" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "know" ( יָדַע) (H 3045) means, "to see," hence, "to perceive, to acquire knowledge, to know, to be acquainted." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to know, to ascertain by seeing." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 947 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "know 645, known 105, knowledge 19, perceive 18, shew 17, tell 8, wist 7, understand 7, certainly 7, acknowledge 6, acquaintance 6, consider 6, declare 6, teach 5, misc 85." This Hebrew word is used 35 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- This Hebrew word is used here in the imperative mood. It carries the meaning of knowing intimately, or by personal experience. Song of Solomon , this verse says, "Learn to know His ways by getting to know Him personally, so that He can direct your daily activities and decisions into a righteous lifestyle." This means we are to walk in personal fellowship with the Lord if we are to make wise decisions. There is not short cut to wisdom. We cannot circumvent our fellowship with God.

Illustration- Ezra acknowledged that God was at work in his life.

Ezra 7:6, "This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had given: and the king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him."

Also, Ezra 7:9; Ezra 7:28; Ezra 8:18; Ezra 8:22; Ezra 8:31 and Nehemiah 2:8 say, "the hand of the Lord was upon him."

Scripture References- Note similar verses in the New Testament:

Colossians 3:17, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him."

Colossians 3:23, "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;"

1 Corinthians 10:31, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."

Philippians 4:6, "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God."

Proverbs 3:6 — "and he shall direct thy paths" - Word Study on "direct" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "direct" ( יָשַׁר) (H 3474) means, "to be straight, to be even, level." Strong says it literally means, "to be straight or even, and figuratively, it means, "to be right, pleasant, or prosperous." In this passage, it means to make straight, or right. We see this same Hebrew verb in Isaiah 40:3 being literally translated "make straight."

Isaiah 40:3, "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God."

The noun (H 3476) that is derived from this verb means "straightness, what is right" (Gesenius). This same Hebrew noun is used in Proverbs 2:13; Proverbs 4:11.

Proverbs 2:13, "Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;"

Proverbs 4:11, "I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths."

Comments- We see this idea in Psalm 23:3, "He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name"s sake." The paths that we take represent the decisions we make. Every choice we make in life will put us on the path of Wisdom of Solomon , or the path of the wicked.

Scripture References- Note other similar verses:

Psalm 25:4, "Shew me thy ways, O LORD teach me thy paths."

Proverbs 2:8, "He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints."

Proverbs 2:13, "Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;"

Proverbs 2:20, "That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous."

Proverbs 4:11, "I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths."

Proverbs 8:20, "I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:"

Isaiah 2:3, "And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem."

Jeremiah 6:16, "Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein."

Proverbs 3:6 — Comments- In other words, seek God in all your choices and decisions in life! Note similar verses:

Proverbs 16:3, "Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established."

1 Samuel 23:4, "Then David enquired of the LORD yet again. And the LORD answered him and said, Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand." See also 1 Samuel 23:11-12; 1 Samuel 30:8.

1 Chronicles 28:9, "And thou, Solomon my Song of Solomon , know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever."

It is the office of the Holy Spirit to lead and to guide our steps, and not the office of man. We are not to be guided by man's voice, although we are to seek counsel from the wise. Frances J. Roberts writes, "My child, hear My voice, and give no heed to the voice of the stranger. My paths are straight, and they are narrow, but ye shall have no difficulty in finding them if ye watch Me. I am guiding thee. Ye need not look to man for direction. Ye may learn much by fellowship with the saints, but never allow any to take the part that is rightfully Mine - to direct thy steps. As it is written, ‘The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord' - not by the preacher, not by some Christian worker, but by the Lord." 61]

61] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 15.



Verse 7-8 

Wisdom and its blessings in Health: Wisdom Blesses the Man Physically- Wisdom will teach us how to have a long life if we will fear the Lord and keep His commandment. The reason that the phrase "depart from evil" is used in Proverbs 3:7 as a condition living a long life in Proverbs 3:8 is because the context of chapters 1-9 refers to the path of wisdom verses the path of the evil man. The voice of wisdom will help us avoid the paths of evil that have cut off the life of many victims. Proverbs 22:3 tells us that a wise man will see danger ahead and will turn from it and save his life, but the fool, in his blindness, will walk right into danger.

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished."

Sowing in the Physical Realm - Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil", or "depart from strife". We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife.

Illustrations- Obviously, wisdom will teach us to avoid the sinful places where the wicked drink and revel in sin. Wisdom will also teach us to avoid certain places at certain times. For example, the Lord spoke to Kenneth Copeland about the tragedy of 9-11when the Twin Towers in New York fell, killing thousands of innocent people. 62] The Lord said that He spoke to everyone in the building. Some people could not hear His voice. Others heard but did not follow the witness of their spirit. Still others heard and obeyed and left. It was only those who heard and obeyed that were saved on that terrible day. 

62] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

In Proverbs 22:3, a prudent man is one who has taken the time to learn how to hear and obey the voice of wisdom. Therefore, he hears the voice of the Holy Spirit warning him about the evil ahead. Now, the simple person is not necessary an evil person, but rather, he is someone who has been too lazy to learn the Word of God and how to discern the voice of wisdom. 

A similar passage to Proverbs 3:7-8 is found in Proverbs 4:21-22. This verse tells us that when we are led by the Holy Spirit and God's Word, that we will be blessed with health in our bodies.

Proverbs 4:21-22, "Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh."

This same promise is also seen in 3 John 1:2, where we are told that God will reward us with health is we will obey His commandments.

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

Proverbs 3:7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.
Proverbs 3:7 — "Be not wise in thine own eyes" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 26:12, "Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him."

Romans 11:25, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."

Romans 12:16, "Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits."

Proverbs 3:7 — "and depart from evil" - Comments- Running with the wicked man or the strange woman will shorten our lives. If serving the Lord brings a long life, then serving evil will shorten our lives. 

Illustration- I remember one classmate that died shortly after high school. He had been running with those who sold large amounts of illegal drugs. One day, these men decided that this young man knew too much, so he was killed.

Proverbs 3:7 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 16:6, "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil."

Proverbs 3:8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.
Proverbs 3:8 — "It shall be health to thy navel" - Word Study on "navel" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "shor" ( שֵׁר) (H 8270) means, "nerve, muscle, navel." Strong says it means, "a string as twisted, the umbilical cord." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "naval 2." 

Comments- Ronald Hawkins suggests that the navel is used figuratively to represent the "lifeline" of our sustenance from God. 63] Since the context of Proverbs 3:5-8 is trusting in the Lord, we can also use the synonym "dependence," or "sustenance." This means that we live daily in dependency upon His provision in the same way an unborn child lives by what its mother provides it through its umbilical cord.

63] Ronald E. Hawkins, Proverbs , in The KJV Bible Commentary, ed. Edward E. Hindson and Woodrow M. Kroll (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1994), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Proverbs 3:1-12.

Proverbs 3:8 — "and marrow to thy bones" - Word Study on "marrow" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( שִׁקּׁוּי) (H 8250) means, "drink, the moistening, i.e. refreshing of the bones." Strong says it means, "a beverage, moisture, i.e. refreshment." The word is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "marrow 1, drink 1." The verb form of this Hebrew noun is ( שָׁקה) (H 8248), meaning, "to give to drink" (Gesenius). Thus, the phrase is better translated, "and moistening to thy bones." 

Comments- Note other Scriptures that mention the moistening or dryness of the bones:

Job 21:24, "His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened with marrow."

Psalm 6:2, "Have mercy upon me, O LORD for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed (or dismayed, in agony)."

Psalm 22:14-15, "I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death."

Psalm 31:10, "For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed."

Psalm 32:3, "When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long."

Psalm 109:18, "As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones."

Proverbs 12:4, "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."

Proverbs 14:30, "A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones."

Proverbs 15:30, "The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat."

Proverbs 16:24, "Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones."

Proverbs 17:22, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

Isaiah 58:11, "And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."

Isaiah 66:14, "And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies."

Ezekiel 37:11, "Then he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts."

Habakkuk 3:16, "When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops."



Verse 9-10 

Wisdom and its Blessings in Prosperity: Wisdom Blesses the Man Financially- Wisdom will teach us how to prosper in our material possessions as we learn to give to Him first. The principle here is clearly the law of sowing and reaping. As we give generously, we will receive in abundance. God wants our hearts to put him first ( Proverbs 3:3-4) so that we will renew our minds to think like Him ( Proverbs 3:5-6) and so that we can live a long life ( Proverbs 3:7-8) and be able to gain financial wealth ( Proverbs 3:9-10).

Sowing in the Financial Realm - Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance.

Proverbs 3:9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
Proverbs 3:9 — Comments- The first part of Proverbs 3:9 that tells us to honour the Lord with our substance places emphasis upon the things that we already have in possession, and the second part that tells us to honour the Lord with the firstfruits of all thine increase emphasizes what is coming into our possession as we continue to give.

Proverbs 3:10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 


Verse 11-12 

Wisdom and its Blessings in Chastisement- Wisdom will teach us how to endure God"s chastening and discipline in our lives, so that we will be pleasing in His sight. These verses naturally follow Proverbs 3:3-10, where we see that God instructs us in every area of our lives. In this path of instruction for spiritual, mental, physical, and material prosperity, God will have to correct us at times as His children. If we stay on the path that leads to life, we too will have to endure correction. It is a part of the process that leads to success and prosperity.

Proverbs 6:23, "For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:"

Illustrations- David learned how to endure the chastening of the Lord:

Psalm 118:18, "The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death."

The author of Hebrews quotes this passage to the Hebrew Christians with the same message in Hebrews 12:5-6.

Hebrews 12:5-6, "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My Song of Solomon , despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth."

Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding divine discipline and correction:

"Have I not said that unless ye experience chastening, ye may well doubt thy sonship? Why then, shouldst thou shrink from My rod of correction? Ye are not the teacher, but the pupil; not the parent, but the child; not the vine, but the branch. Discipline and correction must come if ye would be brought into conformity to My divine will. Shun nothing My hand brings to bear upon thy life. Accept My blessings and My comfort, but do not despise My sterner dealings. All are working toward thy ultimate perfection.

"Do ye hope to be made perfect apart from the corrective process? Do ye expect to bear large fruit without the pruning process? Nay, My children, either bend in submission to My hand, or ye shall break in rebellion. Godly sorrow yieldeth the good fruit of repentance, but if ye be brittle and unyielding, ye shall know a grief of spirit for which there is no remedy. Keep a flexible spirit, so that I may mold thee and shape thee freely - so that I can teach thee readily, nor be detained by thy resistance." 64]

64] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 94.

Again:

"Resist Me not and harden not your hearts. Provoke Me not to use My chastening rod, for I love thee. I would not drive thee with a whip, nor bridle thee with rein and bit to prevent thee from plunging into error; but only let Me look into thine eyes, and I will guide thee in love and gentleness. I take no pleasure in the affliction of My children. In love I chasten to prevent the deeper suffering that would be involved if I allowed thee to go on in a path of evil. But My heart is glad when thou walkest close, with thy hand in Mine, and we may talk over the plans for each day's journey and activities - work and pleasures - so that it becometh a happy way that we travel in mutual fellowship." 65]

65] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 171.

Proverbs 3:11 My Song of Solomon , despise not the chastening of the LORD neither be weary of his correction: 
Proverbs 3:11 — Comments- How do we despise the chastening of the Lord? Can a child avoid his punishment? If we examine a passage from the New Testament on chastisement, we can better understand this matter. In 1 Corinthians 11:30 it says, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep."

Note that this verse lists the effects of God"s chastisement in a progressive order. God first allows problems to come into our lives to get our attention. These problems weaken us. If we still persist, God will allow sickness to come into our lives. Finally, if we continue in sin, God will take us home early to be in heaven. 

Thus, we can despise the chastening of the Lord by not responding to Him when we are made weak or become sick in our bodies. If we despise Him, our chastisement intensifies. For example, when my second child was four years old, she took upon the habit of hitting her older sister and hurting her. At first, I scolder her for her deeds. But when she repeated her bad habit, I spanked her. However, this did not cure the situation. I then took her aside, spanked her and then explained that I would spank harder the next time she hit her sister. Sure enough, she did it again. As a father, I had to keep my word in order to deal with this problem. I spanked her with my hand on her bottom a little harder. Finally, I had to take off my belt and spank this four-year old child. After this spanking which hurt, I spun her around on the bed and jumped into her face with all of the fierceness that I could muster and threatened her not to ever do this again. She was so terrified at this type of punishment that she never hit her sister again. In order to remedy the situation, I had to intensify the severity of her punishment for her own good. I have never spanked her older sister like this, but as a loving father, I did what it took to deal with stubbornness and her despite to my earlier spankings. Our heavenly Father works the same in our lives. 

Proverbs 3:11 — Comments- Note other translations:

BBE, "My Song of Solomon , do not make your heart hard against the Lord"s teaching; do not be made angry by his training:"

Rotherham, "The, chastening of Yahweh, my Song of Solomon , do not reject, nor loathe his rebuke;"

Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 


Verses 13-18 

Wisdom's Priority: The Value of Wisdom - Proverbs 3:13-18 repeat more extensively the brief summary of blessings that is given in Proverbs 3:1-2. However, this passage emphasizes the priority of wisdom over earthly wisdom. 

Happiness Comes from Walking in Wisdom of Solomon - Proverbs 3:13-18 begins with "Happy is…" and ends with "happy is every one that retaineth her." These verses Revelation -summarize the blessings of finding wisdom. A happy person is one who is blessed. This passage emphasizes the priority of seeking wisdom above earthly riches. If we take a short cut to get to the prosperity found in Proverbs 3:9-10, without having a pure heart, an understanding mind, and a healthy body, then these riches will soon flee away. We will be told this later on the journey in Proverbs 13:11.

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase." 

We will be told in the book of Proverbs that it is better to have a pure heart even if we do not have great riches in Proverbs 15:16. For if we get our finances out of priority, then riches will turn into trouble and not a blessing.

Proverbs 15:16, "Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith."

When we look at the great men of God listed in Hebrews 11:1-40, we see none of them being praised for their earthly riches. The reward system of God simply based upon the measure of a man's faith and what he accomplishes by faith. Earthly riches for these men of God were simply a manifestation of their faith in God.

The Value and Priority of Wisdom - Proverbs 3:13-15 teaches us the value of wisdom. The most valuable substances on earth are gold, silver and precious gems. Yet, wisdom is far above their price. These verses say that if there is anything else that can be desired, it still cannot be compared to wisdom. 

Illustration- We tell young people to get a good education first, before pursuing a financial career. Some of these young people will drop out of high school, and some will not finish college in pursuit of a secular job and the money that it brings. However, they limit their career opportunities by doing this. Others will finish their education and find a rewarding career to enjoy the rest of their lives. When some once said that he could not afford a college education, another responded that you could not afford not to have an education. For a good education increases a person"s opportunity to have a rewarding lifestyle. If a good education should be put before the pursuit of money, how much more should wisdom be pursued above money, for it is with wisdom that we learn to properly manage money.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 16:16, "How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!" 

Proverbs 3:17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.
Proverbs 3:17 — Word Study on "peace" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "peace" "shalom" ( שָׁלוֹם) (H 7965) means, "whole, entire," thus, of body, "healthy, sound," as a substantive, "wholeness, safety, soundness, health," and it means, "secure, tranquil." Strong says it means, "safe," and figuratively, "well, happy, friendly," and abstractly, "welfare, i.e. health, prosperity, peace." This Hebrew word means primarily, "soundness, or health," but it also signifies, "prosperity, well-being in general, and all good in relation to both man and God." (Enhanced Strong) 

Comments- It is a condition of freedom from disturbance, whether outwardly, as of a nation from war or enemies, or inwardly, within the soul. It includes everything God gives His people for well-being in all areas of life. Peace in our health, in our relationships with God and Prayer of Manasseh , in our finances, in our adversities, in our hearts and minds, and even peace in our physical death.

1. Peace in one"s health: 

Isaiah 57:19, "I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the LORD and I will heal him."

Jeremiah 14:19, "Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!"

Jeremiah 33:6, "Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth."

2. Peace is present in the midst of justice and righteousness: 

Isaiah 9:7, "Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this."

Isaiah 32:17, "And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever."

3. Peace during one"s death: 

Genesis 15:15, "And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age."

4. Peace in the midst of fear: 

Genesis 43:23, "And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them."

5. Peace is as a part of God"s divine hand of protection: 

Leviticus 26:6, "And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land."

Psalm 4:8, "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety."

6. Peace as a part of God"s covenant: 

Numbers 25:12, "Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:"

7. Peace is a part of answered prayer: 

1 Samuel 1:17, "Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him."

8. Peace gives us strength and joy: 

Psalm 29:11, "The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace."

Daniel 10:19, "And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me."

Proverbs 12:20, "Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of peace is joy."

9. Peace in the midst of adversity: 

Psalm 55:18, "He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: for there were many with me."

10. Peace when others have famine and war: 

Jeremiah 14:13, "Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place."

11. Peace in relationships with others: 

Obadiah 1:7, "All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him."

Proverbs 16:7, "When a man"s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him."

Zechariah 8:10, "For before these days there was no hire for Prayer of Manasseh , nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour."

12. Peace in our relationship with God: 

Ezekiel 37:26, "Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore."

13. Peace in one"s finances: 

Psalm 122:7, "Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces."

In Psalm 35:27 and Psalm 73:3, "shalom" is translated "prosperity".

Psalm 35:27, "Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant."

Psalm 73:3, "For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked."

14. Peace in our hearts and minds: 

Isaiah 26:3, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee."

God"s will and plan for our lives is not always easy to follow. You have to endure and overcome many things. But in God plan, there is always peace. There are always happy and pleasant memories of those difficult times that God"s peace brought us through.

Proverbs 3:17 — Comments- Wisdom has many way, or paths. There are paths that lead to good relationships, paths that give us daily directions, paths that bring us health, paths that bring us prosperity, and paths that lead us thru chastisement and correction. 

Many of us may do well on one path and do poorly on another path. For example, I have known people who were able to prosper in the Lord, yet they had poor health. This is because each path that we walk in brings a different aspect of wisdom"s blessings into our lives.

Making a choice as to which path to follow is not always an obvious and easy decision. For example, the path that brings the most peace in our lives may not appear as the each route to follow. It appearance may look distracting or difficult. It may, in fact, be the most difficult path to follow. When we choose to forsake our friends and follow the narrower commandments of God, we may receive persecution. But this difficult path will bring the greatest peace within our hearts. A seemingly easy path to follow may lead to problems and despair. 

Song of Solomon , we must not judge a path by its appearance, whether it looks easy or difficult. We must learn to hear the voice of wisdom in choosing our paths in life.

Chapter four of Proverbs will show us three paths of wisdom.

1. The path of wisdom as it transforms our hearts ( Proverbs 4:1-9)

2. The path of wisdom as it renews our minds ( Proverbs 4:10-19)

3. The path of wisdom as it directs our bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27)

Proverbs 3:16-17 — Comments- A Summary of the Blessings of Wisdom of Solomon - Again we see the four-fold application of divine blessings summed up in these two verses: spiritually, mentally and physically, and finally financially.

Proverbs 3:18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.
Proverbs 3:18 — Comments- Note other uses of the phrase "a tree of life":

Genesis 2:9, "And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil." 

Genesis 3:22, "And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:"

Genesis 3:24, "So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." 

Proverbs 3:18, "She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her."

Proverbs 11:30, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise."

Proverbs 13:12, "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life."

Proverbs 15:4, "A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit."

Revelation 2:7, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."

Revelation 22:2, "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."

Revelation 22:14, "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."



Verse 19-20 

Wisdom's Divine Power and Divine Plan- After Proverbs 3:1-18 deals with wisdom"s role in God"s plan for mankind, the next passage ( Proverbs 3:19-20) reveals that wisdom has a role to play in the rest of God"s creation. God created the heavens and the earth ( Proverbs 3:19) and He destroyed it by the Flood ( Proverbs 3:20 a) and He established a new order for the earth, which was then described as producing rain ( Proverbs 3:20 b). It is by wisdom that God"s creation, both heavens and earth, will conform to God"s eternal purpose and plan. Since man is the peak of God"s creation, Proverbs 3:1-18 comes before Proverbs 3:19-20, but in much more detail.

The Role of Creation in God's Divine Plan- Proverbs 3:19-20 shows us the eternal, creative power of divine wisdom. If God determined His future by following the path of Wisdom of Solomon , how much more should we pursue this same path. Although wisdom plays an important role in man"s purpose in God"s creation, it also plays a much wider role in bringing God"s creation into His overall purpose and plan. These two little verses give us a hint that we have been created for a purpose that is much greater than we can imagine. We are to play an important role in ruling and reigning within God's great expanse of creation. It reveals to us that God has prepared a much greater plan for mankind after He has redeemed His children to glory. Romans 8:19-21 we see how all of God's creation is groaning and travailing with mankind until the redemption comes and delivers all from bondage.

Romans 8:19-21, "For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God."



Verses 21-26 

By Wisdom Man Decides His Own Destiny- If God's divine wisdom determines the destiny of His creation ( Proverbs 3:19-20), then so is our destiny determined by the wisdom that operates in our lives. In Proverbs 3:21-26 we see that through Wisdom of Solomon , every person decides his or her own destiny in life. A person decides the success of his or her relationships, direction, health and material prosperity. Our destiny is not in the hands of fate, our parents, our friends, nor circumstances. Destiny lies in the hands of each individual. 

Wisdom offers security. This passage tells us that everyone decides his or her own destiny, in their relationships with others, in the renewing of their minds, in their health, and in their financial prosperity. It also tells us that there is not a circumstance in this life that has the power to remove our peace. This is why Paul refers to God's peace as passing beyond all understanding in the natural ( Philippians 4:7). This is because it is supernatural.

Philippians 4:7, "And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

Proverbs 3:21 My Song of Solomon , let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion:
Proverbs 3:21 — Word Study on "depart" - Strong says the Hebrew word "depart" ( לוּז) (H 3868) means, "to to turn aside, to depart, to be perverse." 



Verses 27-35 

Wisdom's Principles of Walking in Love with Our Neighbors Brings us into God's Eternal Glory - Since man can determine his own destiny by following the path of divine Wisdom of Solomon , the next passage ( Proverbs 3:27-35) reveals to us that by walking in wisdom with our neighbor we will inherit the glory that God intended for us, which is our destiny, and we will be delivered from God"s wrath that comes upon the wicked.

As a summary of chapter three, we see that the path of wisdom will lead us to spiritual, mental, physical and material blessings ( Proverbs 3:1-18). If God uses wisdom to determine the destiny of His creation ( Proverbs 3:19-20), so do our choices determine our own destiny ( Proverbs 3:21-26) as we learn to walk in wisdom with our neighbour ( Proverbs 3:27-35). 

Therefore, this passage of Scripture gives us the manifold aspects of wisdom. It is like the light that reflects through a beautiful diamond. A diamond has many different sides that reflect different colors of the rainbow. A diamond is able to show us the many different colors of light. Yet, each color reflected from this diamond is a part of the same light beam. In comparison, wisdom has many different colors, or dimensions. Yet, together, this passage shows us a wisdom that is perfect and complete. Complete wisdom is learning to apply all of these verses to our lives, so that the blessings of God will be evident in every area of life. Only then will we be able to fulfill the eternal destiny that God has created us for as a part of His overall plan for His eternal creation.

A careful examination of this passage of Scripture will reveal to us how it is related to the opening passage of this chapter. Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance. Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil," or "depart from strife." We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife. Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions. Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word. The final verse of this passage, Proverbs 3:35, tells us that we can choose between two destinies, according to how we sow in the areas of spirit, mind, body and finances.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Illustration of Sowing Financially — Proverbs 3:27-28
2. Illustration of Sowing Physically — Proverbs 3:29-30
3. Illustration of Sowing Mentally — Proverbs 3:31-32
4. Illustration of Sowing Spiritually — Proverbs 3:33-34 — 

5. Glory or Shame — Proverbs 3:35
Proverbs 3:27-28 — Illustration of Sowing Financially (Your Testimony of Prosperity: Your Neighbour Will See your Blessings and Ask) ( Proverbs 3:9) -- Your neighbour will see the blessings of God in your life and will desire those same things for himself. You will be able to lend unto many and borrow from none ( Deuteronomy 28:12). You will be able to tell him how he can have the same by serving the Lord. Proverbs 3:27-28 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:9 by telling us how to give to those with genuine needs. This is how we are to honor the Lord with our substance.

Deuteronomy 28:12, "The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow."

Proverbs 3:27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Proverbs 3:28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee.
Proverbs 3:29-30 — Illustration of Sowing Physically (Your Testimony of Self-control: Do Not Get into Strife with Your Neighbour) ( Proverbs 3:7) -- Proverbs 3:29-30 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:7 by telling us not to get into strife with our neighbour. We are to "depart from evil," or "depart from strife." We know that people who are wise in their own eyes tend towards strife.

Proverbs 3:29 Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.
Proverbs 3:29 — "he dwelleth securely by thee" - Comments- The NKJV says, "he dwells by you for safety"s sake." In this modern English version, the phrase could mean that people in this period of history found safety in dwelling together. In the USA, it is not so much a factor, but in many countries today, a neighbor provides much needed safety against thieves, seeing homes of poor people have no means of being secure from thieves.

Living in Africa, the safest homes in the neighborhood are those surrounded by the watchful eyes of neighbors. Those homes that are distant from neighbors are more vulnerable to disaster and thieves.

The DRC follows the interpretation of most English versions on this verse, "Practise not evil against thy friend, when he hath confidence in thee." It could mean that one should not take advantage of a person who is living peacefully nearby, and is not protected against a sudden act of terror from his very neighbor.

Proverbs 3:30 Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm. 
Proverbs 3:31-32 — Illustration of Sowing Mentally (Your Testimony of Mental Acuteness) ( Proverbs 3:5) - Proverbs 3:31-32 serves as an illustration of Proverbs 3:5 by telling us not to follow the path of the oppressor, but to find the secret counsel of the Lord when making decisions.

Proverbs 3:31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 
Proverbs 3:32 For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous. 
Proverbs 3:32 — "but his secret is with the righteous" - Comments- The context of this passage in Proverbs 3:27-35 is to walk in love with one"s neighbour. This is the secret to becoming a success in life. If someone were to ask Oral Roberts, Billy Graham, Kenneth Hagin or Rex Humbard, all men now in their 80"s, all men having their wives with them, to explain what was their secret to successful ministry, these men of God would probably say that it was walking in love with people. These men feared God and simply obeyed Him and they walked in love with their neighbors. This is the secret in life.

"The righteous" in this passage refers to men of God such as these just mentioned. 

Proverbs 3:33-34 — Illustration of Sowing Spiritually (Your Testimony of Humility) ( Proverbs 3:3) - Proverbs 3:33-34 serves to illustrate Proverbs 3:3 by teaching us to walk with a humble heart and not allow pride to bring us into scorn towards others. For in humility, we are able to show mercy to others and to walk in the truth of God's Word.

Proverbs 3:33 The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. 
Proverbs 3:34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. 
Proverbs 3:35 — Glory or Shame - Proverbs 3:35 summarizes the outcome of two journeys in life. For those who pursue Wisdom of Solomon , they will be promoted to glory and praise from God and men. For those who reject Wisdom of Solomon , they will be brought low with shame.

Proverbs 3:35 The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.
Proverbs 3:35 — "The wise shall inherit glory" - Word Study on "glory" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( כָּבוֹד) (H 3519) means, "heaviness, honour, glory, majesty." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 200 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "glory 156, honour 32, glorious 10, gloriously 1, honourable 1." Note the JPS, "The wise shall inherit honour; but as for the fools, they carry away shame."

Comments- The opposite of honour is shame, and both are used in this verse. We see the contrast that the wise are promoted to honour, but the fools are promoted, or displayed before all men, in their shame.

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

Proverbs 3:35 — Comments- The final verse of this passage tells us that we can choose between two destinies, according to how we sow in the areas of spirit, mind, body and finances. One of the greatest examples of the wise inheriting glory is the Lord Jesus Christ. He chose the door that led down a path of shame and humility, but at the end of this journey was glory at the right hand of the Father ( Hebrews 12:2).

Hebrews 12:2, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."

The fool chose the door that said "pride and promotion." This led the fool down a path of shame and dishonour. Sometimes it is the difficult path that gives the greatest honor, while the easy path leads to shame.

In these ancient societies, the person that displayed God's blessings and wealth was looked upon with great honor. Abraham serves as an excellent example of this. Those who struggled in poverty and foolishness all of their lives were looked upon with shame.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-9 

The Path of Wisdom that Transforms the Heart (note the reference to the heart in Proverbs 4:4) - Proverbs 4:1-9 tells us how wisdom will transform our heart. In addition, Proverbs 4:10-19 tells us how wisdom renews our minds and Proverbs 4:20-27 tells us how wisdom directs our bodies. Thus, wisdom sanctifies our whole bodies to become like Jesus, our Saviour and Lord.

Whatever a man gives his attention to, his heart follows. Proverbs 12:27 tells us that the substance, or wealth, of a diligent man is precious. 

Proverbs 12:27, "The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious."

Therefore, when we take great pains to search for wisdom ( Proverbs 4:1-6), the treasure that we find becomes precious to us. This means that our heart becomes attached to this treasure. 

The path of wisdom that transforms our heart is the path of searching always for the hidden treasures of wisdom that are found in God"s Word. This will transform our hearts to a place of exalting the wisdom that we find hidden in the Scriptures ( Proverbs 4:7-8) above our own reasonings. These truths will become the most important things in our lives. In this experience, the grace and glory of God will emanate from our lives ( Proverbs 4:9).

A close study of this passage of Scripture will reveal a progression of events in the transformation of our hearts. The words of wisdom are given to us ( Proverbs 4:2) because of His great love for us ( Proverbs 4:3). We are told to humble our hearts in order to receive these teachings ( Proverbs 4:4). Allow these teachings to remain in our hearts ( Proverbs 4:5). Then a love will develop in our hearts for the things of God ( Proverbs 4:6). With this growing love for God"s Word, it will become the most important thing in our lives ( Proverbs 4:7). We will begin to seek God"s Word first in our lives in all matters and situations. As God"s Word becomes our priority, we will exalt it above all other things ( Proverbs 4:8). This practice will change our character until wisdom will grace our outward appearance as a crown of beauty ( Proverbs 4:9).

Proverbs 4:1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.
Proverbs 4:1 — "Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father" - Comments- A father can only give instruction to a child that is willing to receive it. A child will receive his father"s instruction only if the child believes that the father loves him. I never had my father take that time to give me instruction while growing up into adulthood. However, as a young man in August 1983, when I made a decision not to return to a Baptist seminary, he came over to ask me to finish this degree. As I look back on this unique time in my life when my father actually attempted to give me instruction, I know now why I did not receive what he said. It is because a father has to earn the respect of his children before they will heed his counsel. Because my father was not a believer and had never shown Godly love, I was unwilling to listen to him. He was disappointed in my rejection of his counsel, and he did not understand why I so quickly turned him off. It was because he has never earned my respect with a father"s love.

Many people do not grow up in a well-balanced home environment. A popular phrase used today for these types of homes is "dysfunctional." Thankfully, God has made provision for this. As a Christian, we can sit at the feet of the Holy Bible, and as a father instructs his Song of Solomon , the Lord can instruct his children. God has a way of helping balance our lives. In the body of Christ, we can develop those types of family relationships in a health way, making up for what we are lacking in a family upbringing ( 1 Timothy 5:1-2). Being active in the body of Christ has helped me learn how to develop healthy, pure relationships with people. 

1 Timothy 5:1-2, "Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity."

Proverbs 4:2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 
Proverbs 4:2 — Comments- A father will give a child instruction because he loves this child. This is the reason behind the act of instructing.

Proverbs 4:3 For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. 
Proverbs 4:3 — Word Study on "tender" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "tender" "rak" ( רַךְ) (H 7390) means, "tender, delicate, soft." Strong says it means, "tender, weak," and it comes from the primitive root "rakak" ( רָכַךְ) (H 7401), which means, "to soften." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "tender 9, soft 3, fainthearted + 038241, one 1, weak 1, tenderhearted + 038241." 

Proverbs 4:3 — Comments- In the phrase "only beloved," we see that a father gives his teachings to his son ( Proverbs 4:2) because he loves his son ( Proverbs 4:3). Note:

Proverbs 13:24, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes."

Proverbs 4:4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. 
Proverbs 4:4 — Word Study on "retain" - Strong says the Hebrew word "retain" ( תָּמַךְ) (H 8551) means, "to sustain, to obtain, keep fast." This Hebrew word is used 21times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hold 7, uphold 5, retain 4, hold up 2, misc 3." It means, "to grasp, hold, support, attain, lay hold of, hold fast."

Proverbs 4:4 — Comments- We are taught how to find wisdom in Proverbs 2:1-7. We are to study God"s Word, keep it in our heart, pray for understanding and make this search for wisdom a priority in our lives. Therefore, in this passage, we are now told to get this wisdom and retain it in our heart.

In order to receive words of instruction we must humble our hearts.

Proverbs 4:3-4 — Comments- David Instilled with His Son Solomon a Love for Wisdom of Solomon - We see in this chapter how Solomon reflects upon his father"s teachings, "For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live." ( Proverbs 4:3-4) As King David taught his son Wisdom of Solomon , he not only instilled in his son divine truths, but also the passion to seek God for divine Wisdom of Solomon , as Solomon must have seen his father seek the Lord passionately. Not only did Solomon inherit good behavior from these teachings, but he also inherited a yearning for wisdom.

We also see evidence in Proverbs 4:3-4 that King David favored his son Solomon above his other sons. As he groomed him for the kingship, his other sons appear to be raised without discipline and training. We see immorality in Amnon, murder and rebellion in Absalom, and insurrection and pride in Adonijah. Solomon was corrected in the smallest of areas, while his brothers remained without discipline in their sins.

Proverbs 4:5 Get Wisdom of Solomon , get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 
Proverbs 4:5 — Comments- After we have humbled our hearts to receive Wisdom of Solomon , we must be careful to maintain them in our hearts, and not forget them.

Proverbs 4:6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 
Proverbs 4:6 — Comments- In the phrase "love her," we see that when the Word of God has time to abide in our hearts and take root, a love will develop for the Word of God.

Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 
Proverbs 4:7 — Comments - When Christians experience a trial, they will often stand upon the Scriptures. When this does not bring immediate deliverance for them, they will seek medical advice. When this does not work to relieve their suffering, they sit down in despair and ask God what they are doing wrong. In other words, they begin to ask for His wisdom. However, the pursuit of wisdom should be the first step in facing trials. Instead of standing upon 1 Peter 2:24 and say by His stripes we were healed, we may need to first stand upon James 1:5 and ask for wisdom. The Lord will show us the cause of such trials, and lead us out of trouble. Standing upon Scriptures is good, but we must rightly divide God's Word and stand upon Scriptures that are ordained for our particular situation. It is the voice of the Holy Spirit who directs our paths. When we get Wisdom of Solomon , then we get understanding. Then the way out of the problem becomes clear.

Illustration (1) - God would not ask us to do something that He Himself was not willing to do. In Proverbs 4:7 He asks us to make wisdom the priority of our lives. Proverbs 8:22-31 tells us that wisdom was the first aspect of God's acts in creating the heavens and the earth. Proverbs 8:22 says, "The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old." Wisdom was God's delight and He rejoiced in it ( Proverbs 8:30).

Illustration (2) - As the love of God"s Word grows in our hearts the Word will become the highest priority in our lives. A good example of this is seen in the testimony of Kenneth Copeland, who once said that when his wife was dealing with a potentially deadly disease with her liver, he was praying in as many different ways about the situation as he knew how to pray, yet they were not getting results. They had stood upon healing Scriptures and spoken the Word of God. Then, they had consulted a doctor, who had recommended a medication that had severe side effects. The doctor had also told them that this problem was incurable, and that medication was the only solution, which would have to be taken for a lifetime. One day, the Lord spoke to him and said, "My Word says that wisdom is not a principal thing, it is the principal thing." In the book of James , when you encounter trials, you are to count it all joy. This can take place when the first prayer that you are to pray is for wisdom. Kenneth Copeland said that he began to ask God for wisdom. The next day the Lord gave him a word of wisdom about the situation, and showed him what to do. He and his wife began to look in health food stores for the product in the drug that was to cure the problem, without having to take the drug, with all of its side effects. As he followed that leading from the Holy Spirit, a path began to become visible to them about what to do. They found a particular health food to eat that quickly corrected the problem, and his wife, Gloria, has not had that problem again. 66]

66] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Proverbs 4:8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.
Proverbs 4:8 — Comments- As we begin to use God"s Word in our lives, the Word will begin to promote us to better things, to the blessings of God listed in chapter 3. A man came to the high priest Eli and said that those who honor God would be honored by Him and those that despise Him will be lightly esteemed by Him ( 1 Samuel 2:30).

1 Samuel 2:30, "Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed."

Proverbs 4:9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.
Proverbs 4:9 — Word Study on "an ornament" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( לִוְיָה) (H 3880) means, "a garland, a wreath, so called from the idea of joining and bending." Strong says this word means, "a wreath," and it comes from the primitive root ( לָוָה) (H 3867), which means, "to twine, to unite, to remain." Baker says it means, "a garland, a wreath," and says, "It indicates, probably figuratively, a decorative headpiece worn as a sign of approval and honor, gracing a person"s features." This Hebrew word is used only two times in the Old Testament, with both occurrences being found in Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:9; Proverbs 4:9).

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

Comments - We can imagine a woven turban as a similar headdress, which would represent a position of recognition or leadership in the oriental culture, thus giving honor and authority.

Comments - Modern English versions use a variety of translations for the phrase "an ornament of grace." The ASV translates it as "a chaplet of grace," which is a garland or wreath worn on the head. Rotherham reads, "a wreath of beauth." The RSV translates it as "a fair garland." The YLT reads, "a graceful wreath."

Proverbs 4:9 — Comments- With divine wisdom gracing our lives, others will begin to notice this anointing. People of wisdom have a countenance about them that is attractive. The way they respond to people, the way they conduct themselves has an appeal about it. 



Verses 1-27 

The Three Paths of Wisdom of Solomon - Once we receive the call from wisdom in chapter 1, and are shown how to answer this call in chapter 2, and what blessings come as a result of answering the call of wisdom in chapter Proverbs 3:1-18, and the power of wisdom to establish our destinies ( Proverbs 3:19-35), then take a journey of two destinies. We will first learn how wisdom transforms our lives and destines us to an abundant life ( Proverbs 4:1-27), and then see how the rejection of wisdom will destine us to destruction ( Proverbs 5:1 to Proverbs 7:27). This section will show us how wisdom is processed in our lives from the perspective of the spirit, the soul and the body of man. Wisdom will transform our hearts ( Proverbs 4:1-9), renew our minds ( Proverbs 4:10-19) and direct our bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27); or, as is stated in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, wisdom sanctifies our whole spirit, soul, and body.

1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Our heart must first embrace and exalt Wisdom of Solomon , then our minds can be renewed, and finally our bodies can be directed to follow God's Word by our willingness to serve God rather than follow man. This is the progression of events that wisdom takes in the process of transformation our lives. Thus, wisdom is able to transform us into the image of a perfect Prayer of Manasseh , who was created in the image of God.

In each of these three paths of wisdom for transforming our lives, a common procedure is repeated. Each path begins with a command to receive instruction and not to forget it ( Proverbs 4:1-2; Proverbs 4:10; Proverbs 4:20). 

Proverbs 4:1-2, "Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law."

Proverbs 4:10, "Hear, O my Song of Solomon , and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many."

Proverbs 4:20, "My Song of Solomon , attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings."

The Word of God must not only be received, it must be able to abide and take root in our lives in order to transform us. The procedures for doing this are found in chapter four and are simple for anyone to follow. Procedures are a way of life. For example, as a manager of Lighthouse Television, I have written an operations manual. This is a set of procedures for each department in the studio. When I hire someone, I teach that person the procedures for their department. God has also given to us procedures to follow in developing our lives spiritually, mentally and physically.

There is an outward manifestation in our lives when each of these processes takes effect. A person with a transformed heart ( Proverbs 4:1-9) will manifest a "crown of glory" ( Proverbs 4:9). In other words, this person will have a peace and anointing about him that others can see. For those who have a renewed mind ( Proverbs 4:10-19), their lives reflect someone who is able to make wise decisions in which they do not stumble ( Proverbs 4:12; Proverbs 4:18). Those who allow the Word of God to direct their bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27) will be manifest as those who live a long and health life ( Proverbs 4:22). In contrast, people who are not walking with an outward peace and anointing, with the ability to make wise decision, and walking in a life of health reveal that they have not allowed God's Word to enter their hearts and change their lives.

If we could find a parallel passage to Proverbs 4:1-27 in the New Testament it would be 2 Peter 1:2-11 which tells us that through God's Word we become partakers of His divine nature.

2 Peter 1:3-4, "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Transforming your heart (note Proverbs 4:4) — Proverbs 4:1-9 — 

2. Renewing your mind (note Proverbs 4:18) — Proverbs 4:10-19
3. Directing your body (note Proverbs 4:22) — Proverbs 4:20-27


Verses 10-19 

The Path of Wisdom that Renews the Mind (note that light is symbolic of understanding in Proverbs 4:18) - The previous passage of Scripture ( Proverbs 4:1-9) tells us how wisdom will transform our heart, Proverbs 4:10-19 tells us how wisdom renews our minds. We will then see in the next passage ( Proverbs 4:20-27) how wisdom directs our bodies. Thus, wisdom sanctifies our whole bodies to become like Jesus, our Saviour and Lord.

Making daily decisions can be likened to walking down a path. When we have received God"s Word ( Proverbs 4:10) and have been taught in His ways ( Proverbs 4:11), our decisions will keep us from falling ( Proverbs 4:12). We will begin to learn to cling to the right decisions ( Proverbs 4:13) and abhor the wrong decisions ( Proverbs 4:14-17). This path of wisdom will become clearer each day in our minds as we walk in the light of God"s Word ( Proverbs 4:18-19). We will be able to make better decisions with much more insight as the years go by. 

Proverbs 4:10 Hear, O my Song of Solomon , and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. 
Proverbs 4:10 — Comments- The first step in allowing wisdom to renew our minds is to open our hearts to God"s Word. 

Proverbs 4:11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. 
Proverbs 4:11 — Comments- The second step in allowing wisdom to renew our minds is to study and learn God"s Word.

Proverbs 4:12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 
Proverbs 4:12 — Comments- As we open our hearts ( Proverbs 4:10) and study God"s Word ( Proverbs 4:11), we will begin to make decisions that will keep us from falling, or failing ( Proverbs 4:12).

Proverbs 4:13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.
Proverbs 4:13 — Word Study on "instruction" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "instruction" ( מוּסָר) (H 4148) means, "correction, admonition, discipline, instruction, doctrine." Strong says it means, "chastisement, reproof, warning, instruction, restraint." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 50 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "instruction 30, correction 8, chasten 4, chastisement 3, check 1, bond 1, discipline 1, doctrine 1, rebuker 1." This Hebrew word is used 30 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- This word is most often translated as "instruction," but quiet often "chastisement." This word means any form of discipline and instruction that leads to a changed life.

Proverbs 4:13 — Comments- As the process of learning to make wise decisions is developed in our lives ( Proverbs 4:12), we will begin to cling more and more to Wisdom of Solomon , and less and less to our old ways of foolishness.

Proverbs 4:14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Proverbs 4:14 — Comments- The path of the wicked and the way of the evil men is the path where man takes himself without the wisdom of God. In other words, a child of God can resist the leadership of the Holy Spirit and go places that put him or her in harm's way. Then when something bad happens, Christians often blame God, who actually tried to lead us away from danger.

Proverbs 4:15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. 
Proverbs 4:15 — Comments- As Christians in the Church Age, we avoid the path of the wicked by being led by the Holy Spirit.

Proverbs 4:14-15 — Comments- The Enticement of Sinners- Lost sinners do not mind a bit of fellowship with Christians. They even think that Christians are self-righteous for avoiding fellowship with sinners. They will entice and ask you to fellowship with them. Note in a similar passage in Proverbs 1:10-16 how the sinners entice the righteous.

Proverbs 4:16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 
Proverbs 4:16 — Comments- Proverbs 4:16 reflects the bondage that develops in the lifestyles of a sinner. 

Proverbs 4:17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence. 
Proverbs 4:17 — Comments- In Rick Joyner's book The Final Quest, he describes a vision in which hoards of Christians had been taken captive by demons of hell. He says that the only food provided from them was the vomit from the vultures. He continues:

"Those who refused to eat it simply weakened until they fell. Those who did eat it were strengthened for a time, but with the strength of the evil one. Then they would weaken unless they would drink the waters of bitterness that were constantly being offered to them. After drinking the bitter waters they would then begin to vomit on the others. When one of the prisoners began to do this, a demon that was waiting for a ride would climb up on him, and would ride him up to one of the front divisions." 67]

67] Rick Joyner, The Final Quest (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1977), 21.

The author then describes a scene that is even worse than the vomit from the vultures. He says that the demons would urinate and defecate a repulsive slime onto these fallen Christians that they rode. This slime, which was the pride, selfish ambition, etc, that characterized the nature of this army division made the Christians feel better than those who partook of vomit and bitter water. Thus, they believed that these demons were messengers of God and that the slime was the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

Proverbs 4:16-17 — Comments- The Addiction of the Wicked to His Sins- We can see in these two verses how a wicked person literally becomes addicted to the habits that will eventually destroy him. He cannot go through the day without causing affliction in someone's life. He will realize this addiction at some point in his life, but will not be able to free himself without the divine intervention of an Almighty God.

Proverbs 4:14-17 — Comments- Cling to Wisdom of Solomon , Abhor the Ways of the Fool- As we learn to cling to wise counsel, we will begin to abhor the ways of the fool. As we walk down the path of Wisdom of Solomon , these wicked ways will become more and more obvious to us as destructive ways.

Proverbs 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
Proverbs 4:18 — "But the path of the just is as the shining light" - Comments- The NASB translates the phrase "the shinning light" as "light of dawn." The new day begins with dim light, which grows brighter and brighter until noon time, here referred to as the "perfect day." As we grow as Christians, we begin to understand more and more spiritual truths, and why things happen around us, until finally in heaven we shall understand all things. 

2 Peter 1:19, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:"

Proverbs 4:18 — "that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" - Comments- As a new Christian, we find this path a challenge to walk. However, as we learn to walk this path of Wisdom of Solomon , it becomes easier. We find that making the right choices is easier as the years go by.

Proverbs 4:19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. 
Proverbs 4:19 — Comments- In Proverbs 4:19 the dark path of the wicked is contrasted with the bright path of the righteous. The wicked do not understand why their life is filled with so many problems. This verse reflects the darkness that a sinner walks in daily. They have no idea why their lives are full of problems. They do not understand how to deliver themselves out of these bondages of sin that are destroying their lives. It is contrasted with the light in which the wise walk. The brighter the light, the easier it is to see the darkness of sin. For example, if I am in a house during the night and turn all of the lights off inside the home, I can easily see outside. However, the minute I turn on the lights in the house, the darkness outside becomes utter darkness, too dark to seen past the windowpane. 

This is what it is like walking in the light. The brighter the light, the greater the intensity of darkness that we see around us. If we are also in the dark, then this darkness seems to give to us light enough to follow, but we do not know that we are really walking in the darkness. 



Verses 20-27 

The Path of Wisdom that Directs the Body (note a reference to the body in Proverbs 4:22) - The previous passages of Scripture in this chapter tells us how wisdom transforms our hearts ( Proverbs 4:1-9) and how wisdom renews our minds ( Proverbs 4:10-19). We then see in this passage ( Proverbs 4:20-27) how the human body is moved and directed by wisdom. Thus, wisdom sanctifies our whole bodies to become like Jesus, our Saviour and Lord.

This passage of Scripture shows a progression in how the human being receives information, processes it and acts on it. For example, when we receive either wisdom or folly into our ears ( Proverbs 4:20 b) and our eyes ( Proverbs 4:21 a), it enters into our heart. Jesus said that it is what enters a man that defiles a Prayer of Manasseh , and not what comes out. 

Matthew 15:10-11, "And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

If wisdom is received into the heart of man through the eyes and ears ( Proverbs 4:20-21), it brings health to our bodies ( Proverbs 4:22). For this reason, we are to guard what we see and hear, and thus, guard our heart ( Proverbs 4:23). What is in our heart comes forth out of our mouth ( Proverbs 4:24). Jesus said that out of the abundance of the heart, the man speaks ( Luke 6:45).

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

What we say with our mouth determines how we see with our eyes ( Proverbs 4:25). What we fix our eyes upon, our feet with follow ( Proverbs 4:26-27). One preacher said that our thinking affects our believing, and our believing affects our actions. Our actions affects our receiving.

This passage explains to us how the human body is moved and controlled by wisdom. Thus, we now realize how God has given us our five "sense gates," which are seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and touching, in order to receive information around us and to process it. Within the context of these passages, we receive most of our information that guides our daily decisions through our eyes and ears. How careful we must be in what we allow ourselves to receive into our souls through these two important sense gates of the body.

Proverbs 4:20 My Song of Solomon , attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 
Proverbs 4:20 — Comments- In order for wisdom to direct our bodies, we must first allow wisdom to enter our ears. This requires a humble heart that will receive God"s Words. It requires us to pay attention to God's Word by reading and meditating on it, by pondering how to apply it to our lives.

Proverbs 4:21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 
Proverbs 4:21 — "Let them not depart from thine eyes" - Comments- In order to walk in the path of Wisdom of Solomon , we must learn to see wisdom in action, as well as hear instruction with our ears. This is how Jesus Christ taught His twelve apostles. He taught them to preach the Gospel and demonstrated to them how to perform signs and wonders and to minister to the sick. 

Proverbs 4:21 — "keep them in the midst of thine heart" - Comments- Once wisdom enters our ears and eyes, it goes to the heart. This is why Proverbs 4:23 will tell us to guard our hearts.

Proverbs 4:22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.
Proverbs 4:22 — "For they are life unto those that find them" - Comments- We must seek the Lord and His Word in faith in order to find them ( Hebrews 11:6).

Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

Proverbs 4:22 — "and health to all their flesh" - Comments- That Isaiah , every part of your body: head, legs, etc.

Proverbs 4:22 — Comments- A healthy heart produces a healthy body. Even medical doctors are agreeing to this fact.

Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
Proverbs 4:23 — "Keep thy heart with all diligence" - Comments- Once we have transformed our hearts ( Proverbs 4:1-9) and renewed our minds ( Proverbs 4:10-19), we must now protect our hearts in order to walk in the purity that comes as a result of this process of sanctification. If we let sin back into our lives, it becomes much harder to deal with according to Matthew 12:43-45.

Matthew 12:43-45, "When the unclean spirit is gone out of a Prayer of Manasseh , he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth Hebrews , and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation." 

Proverbs 4:23 — "for out of it are the issues of life" - Comments- Or, "for out of it (the heart) are the issues (springs) of life." Jesus said, "A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth." ( Luke 12:15) True life is peace and joy within, in our hearts. We must not let our hearts become corrupted, especially by striving after this world's goods.

Luke 12:15, "And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man"s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth."

Jesus spoke on this issue when He was teaching His disciples about the traditions of the Pharisees. He said that from a man's heart proceeds either clean or unclean things ( Matthew 15:18-20). In Luke's version of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus discussed the good and evil treasure of a man's heart ( Luke 6:45).

Matthew 15:18-20, "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man."

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

Jesus spoke on this issue when He called all those who were thirsty to partake of the Holy Spirit. It was out of our hearts that the Holy Spirit would come forth, for that is His dwelling place in our earthly tabernacle ( John 7:37-39).

John 7:37-39, "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)"

Proverbs 4:23 — Comments- In other words, "Be careful who you let influence you."

Proverbs 4:24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.
Proverbs 4:24 — Word Study on "put away" - Strong says the Hebrew word "put away" ( סוּר) (H 5493) means, "to turn off."

Proverbs 4:24 — Word Study on "froward" - Strong says the Hebrew word "froward" ( עִקּשׁוּת) (H 6143) means, "perversity," and it comes from the root verb ( עָקַשׁ) (H 6140) that means, "to distort, to pervert." Note Proverbs 6:12, "A naughty person, a wicked Prayer of Manasseh , walketh with a froward mouth."

Proverbs 4:24 — Word Study on "perverse" - Strong says the Hebrew word "perverse" ( לְזוּת) (H 3891) means, "perverseness."

Proverbs 4:24 — Word Study on "lips" - Strong says the Hebrew word "lips" ( שָׂפָה) (H 8193) means, "the lip, language."

Proverbs 4:24 — Word Study on "put far" - Strong says the Hebrew word "put far" ( רָחַק) (H 7368) mean, "to widen, recede, remove."

Proverbs 4:24 — Comments- We are to guard our hearts ( Proverbs 4:23), because we will speak what is in our hearts. Note:

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

Proverbs 4:25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.
Proverbs 4:25 — "Let thine eyes look right on" - Comments- The eyes are figuratively used for "the heart."

Luke 9:51, "And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem," 

Proverbs 4:25 — "and let thine eyelids look straight before thee" - Comments- Two great examples of those who looked ahead to their heavenly reward were Jesus ( Hebrews 12:2) and Abraham ( Hebrews 11:10).

Hebrews 12:2, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."

Hebrews 11:10, "For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God."

It is the ability to focus on the eternal destiny our soul that keeps us moving forward on the path of wisdom. When we begin to look around at all of the pleasures and distractions of this life, the path of wisdom becomes dim and we lose our way.

Proverbs 4:25 — Comments- Note other translations:

YLT, "Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you."

Proverbs 4:26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 
Proverbs 4:26 — "Ponder the path of thy feet" - Comments- In other words, take time to consider issues before making a decision. As the next phrase states, our ways will be sure and established.

Proverbs 4:26 — "and let all thy ways be established" - Comments- The only thing in this life that is established and sure, unchanging and secure, is the Word of the Living God. Man's promises will change, but God's Word is forever settled in heaven ( Psalm 119:89). 

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

Proverbs 4:27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.
Proverbs 4:27 — Illustration - I eased out of the church service one Sunday morning to take my four-year old son Michael to the restroom. As I made a straight path for the restrooms in order to get back into church as quickly as possible, Michael darted to the left and to the right, with no apparent purpose other than to expend his energy. He jumped and ran back and forth to the restrooms. The only reason he was able to find it was because he was following the straight path that his father was walking.

Scripture References- Note a similar clause in Joshua 23:6, "Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside there from to the right hand or to the left;"

Proverbs 4:25-27 — "Let thine eyes look right on…Turn not to the right hand nor to the left" - Comments- When we allow the Lord to lead our lives, we must be careful not to allow our lives to become busy doing many other things. As a business manager of Lighthouse Television, I receive invitations to go and do many things. I could also allow myself to become absorbed in some hobbies, such as boating or fishing, but I have learned to do only what I know I have been called to do and let other things go. I do not consider them by allowing my eyes and ears to pay attention to them. Otherwise, my mind would begin to reason and consider allowing them to become a part of my life. 

Many well-intending and successful ministers find themselves overwhelmed with things to do. They have become so busy that they are not giving their single calling the proper attention. They become weary in well doing. 

The Lord has now called me as the station manager of Lighthouse Television in Uganda. I do not do much else on the side. I go to work, go to church and have family time. Otherwise, I spend as much time as possible in Bible Study with prayer time. If I did not give myself such restrictions, I would be busy all of the time and sidetracked on unimportant activities.

Proverbs 4:25-27 — Comments- Fixing our Eyes Straight Ahead- What we believe in our hearts is the result of what has entered our ears and eyes. We will speak with our mouths what we have in our hearts. Therefore, our heart will determine our perception of circumstances around us. We will be able to see God"s way of victory in every circumstance, or we will be seeing defeat. As a result of what we perceive, we will fix our eyes upon the answer. What we fix our eyes upon, our bodies will follow.

Proverbs 4:23-27 — Comments- The Way becomes Narrow- In entering the Christian life, God begins purging a man and narrowing down his activities so that his goals and purpose being to glorify God. There are many steps to take, and everyone around us is walking their own path, but there is a simple, narrow life style that God has called us to, with most activities in this world being not of God. A very slim few lives are ordered and ordained by God as the Scriptures say: 

Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."

We see that the heart, the lips, the eyes, and the feet represent a progression of events that lead a person into a life of righteousness or wickedness. When a heart is made pure, a person begins to speak right. He then begins to think (or see) correctly. This leads to actions of a godly lifestyle. The same process takes place in the heart that is corrupted with wickedness.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-11 

The Three Paths to Destruction- Once we receive the call from wisdom in chapter 1, and are shown how to find it in chapter 2, and what blessings come as a result of answering the call of wisdom in chapter 3, and we learn how wisdom transforms our lives in chapter 4, both spirit, soul and body, we are then shown how sin enters our lives and transforms us in chapter Proverbs 5:1 through Proverbs 6:11. Sin will first enter our hearts ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it will corrupt our minds ( Proverbs 6:1-5) and finally, it will defile our bodies ( Proverbs 6:6-11).

Proverbs 5:1 thru Proverbs 6:11 can be entitled "The Three Paths to Destruction." This passage of Scripture gives us warnings about some of the most common paths of destruction that people fall into. Man"s heart can lead him into bondage through the path of the adulteress ( Proverbs 5:1-23). Man"s lack of understanding can bring him into bondage because of his tongue, which is coming into agreement with the wisdom of this world ( Proverbs 6:1-5). Man"s body can bring him into the bondage of poverty through slothfulness ( Proverbs 6:6-11). We are taken behind the scenes to see the fearful end of those who follow these three deceitful paths.

Just as the three paths of wisdom manifest themselves in the lives of those who follow her path, so does the fool show outward manifestations of the path that he is on. 

Heart- If a person with a transformed heart ( Proverbs 4:1-9) will manifest a "crown of glory" ( Proverbs 4:9) with an outward peace and anointing, then the corrupted heart of the person who is on the path of adultery ( Proverbs 5:1-23) is manifested by being in bondage to sins ( Proverbs 5:22). 

Mind- For those who have a renewed mind ( Proverbs 4:10-19), their lives reflect someone who is able to make wise decisions in which they do not stumble ( Proverbs 4:12; Proverbs 4:18). But those with a corrupted mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5) will be manifested as a person who cannot make sure decisions, but is constantly agreeing to things to please others ( Proverbs 6:1-2). 

Body- Those who allow the Word of God to direct their bodies ( Proverbs 4:20-27) will be manifest as those who live a long and health life ( Proverbs 4:22). In contrast, those who do not yield their bodies to serve the Lord become people who indulge in fleshly passions, which addictions cause a person to become a sluggard ( Proverbs 5:6-11). This is manifested as poverty ( Proverbs 6:11), which will be seen in the life of the sluggard.

As we step back and evaluate the lessons that we have learned thus far, we find a common factor in each of these sections. They all begin with wisdom calling us to take heed to God's Words. Every one of these sections, the three paths of wisdom as well as the three paths of the fool, all begin with this same charge. This is because when we take time each day to mediate and study God's Word, we allow our minds and hearts to become established in the truth so that we will not be deceived by all of the noise from the world. 

Outline- Note the proposed outline:

1. The Heart- Warnings of the Adulteress — Proverbs 5:1-23
2. The Mind- Warnings of the Loose Tongue — Proverbs 6:1-5
3. The Body- Warnings against Laziness — Proverbs 6:6-11


Verses 1-14 

The Path of Adultery Leads to Poverty and Destruction - Proverbs 5:1-14 gives us a warning about giving our years of labour to the adulteress. The adulteress also represents the love of this world. Therefore, when we follow our own selfish path of worldliness, we depart from God"s plan for our lives. In doing this, we will one day sit down in sorrow on Judgment Day and mourn, saying, "How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof." ( Proverbs 5:12); for we will be rewarded on how far we have finished God"s plan for our lives, and not for what we have accomplished for ourselves.

The verses in this passage speak to us in pairs, our couplets, being Proverbs 5:1-14. Proverbs 5:1-2 tell us to seek wisdom so that we will speak from a heart of wisdom. Proverbs 5:3-4 tell us the trap of seduction from a woman"s lips that appear so pleasant and contrasts it with the horrible results of being led into seduction. Proverbs 5:5-6 tell us this seduction will lead down the path of death and not the path of life. Proverbs 5:7-8 tell us to stay near the path of wisdom and far from her path. Proverbs 5:9-10 tell us that our honour, our life, our wealth and our strength will be lost if we follow the path of the strange woman. Proverbs 5:11-14 give the words of a man consumed with grief.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Maintain Wisdom as a Priority — Proverbs 5:1-2
2. The Lips of Seduction — Proverbs 5:3-4
3. The Strange Woman Leads a Man to Hell — Proverbs 5:5-6
4. Stay on the Path of Wisdom — Proverbs 5:7-8
5. The Man Gives Her His Honour, Labour, and Wealth — Proverbs 5:9-10
6. The Words of Grief from the Fool — Proverbs 5:11-14
King Solomon and Adultery- No one taught more clearly and precisely on sexual promiscuity and chastity than did King Solomon. He was able to do so because he had fallen into this immorality. He had been down this journey and come back to God. He failure began when he took Pharaoh's daughter as his wife ( 1 Kings 3:1). It was a custom in those days for kings to marry another king's daughter in an attempt to bind them together in peace. Solomon was following tradition in attempting to gain peace, when, in fact, he was harming himself and his nation. 

He allowed this wife to build her idolatrous temple of worship in Jerusalem and defile the holy city. This appeared to be a small compromise at first. Then Solomon followed tradition by taking other heathen daughters until they drew his heart away from the Lord as he attempted to keep peace in his harem ( 1 Kings 11:4). He never intended on backsliding, but compromise is the first step in departing from God. God would have given Solomon the victory in any battle against other nations, as He did with David his father, but Solomon was led by his fleshly desires and carnal reasoning rather than by the Word of God.

No one has fallen further in this area of sin than did King Solomon. If we will allow God to work in our lives, He will be able to take our greatest failures and turn them into our greatest anointing. How deep was Solomon's failure in this area. Yet, God used Solomon's utter failures to speak the message of Proverbs under a mighty anointing, which had touched the lives of mankind for centuries. 

Proverbs 5:1-2 — Maintain Wisdom as a Priority- Proverbs 5:1-2 tells us to seek wisdom so that we will understand what is going on around us and speak from a heart of wisdom.

Proverbs 5:1 My Song of Solomon , attend unto my Wisdom of Solomon , and bow thine ear to my understanding: 
Proverbs 5:1 — Word Study on "attend" - Strong says the Hebrew word "attend" "qashab" ( קָשַׁב) (H 7181) is a primitive root meaning, "to prick up the ears, i.e. to hearken." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 46 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hearken 27, attend 10, heed 3, hear 2, incline 1, marked 1, regarded 1, mark well 1."

Proverbs 5:1 — Comments- We are told to focus our attention upon God's Word. If we do not focus on the Lord, we will focus upon the things of this world. Whatever we focus upon is what will eventually capture our hearts.

Proverbs 5:2 That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge.
Proverbs 5:3-4 — The Lips of Seduction - Proverbs 5:3-5 tells us that the trap of seduction are found in the lips of a strange woman. Something that appears so pleasant desirous ( Proverbs 5:3) is contrasted with the horrible results of being led into seduction ( Proverbs 5:4).

In Solomon's day, there was nothing sweeter than honey or smoother than oil. There was nothing more bitter than wormwood. Yet the lips of a whore are sweeter and smoother than honey and oil. The sweetness of the lips appeals to our sense of taste. The smoothness of oil appeals to our sense of touch. Song of Solomon , the adulteress is appealing to man's five sense gates. She is attempting to get in and capture his heart. 

The battleground is the mind. It is through the mind that the heart is captured. The spoils of the victor are the wealth of a person whose heart and mind have led him down a path of bondage to sin; for whoever controls his heart gains his wealth. For a man will give his strength and wealth for what he holds dear. This is a daily battle that we must fight as long as we live in this mortal body of ours. Now the strange woman knows that she has to enter a man's mind and heart through his five sense gates; for she has been learning these rules of warfare from her youth. Thus, she speaks soft words to his ears, she beautifies herself for his eyes, she prepares her lips so that he will desire their taste and touch, and she will apply perfume to appeal to his sense of smell. There is no entrance gate that she will leave unattended. Proverbs 7:26 will tell us that "she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her."

Illustration- Note how Job understood this power of temptation. He said, "I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?" ( Job 31:1) He made a quality decision in his heart before he encountered temptation that he would not gaze and stare upon a woman. A man cannot stop himself from seeing things and observing people. But a person can make a decision not to focus his attention upon it. A person can turn his eyes away from temptation and focus his thoughts upon something else. This is the decision that Job made. Note that Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount that gazing upon a woman will turn our hearts towards adulterous thoughts. This is what Job was avoiding.

Matthew 5:27-28, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

Proverbs 5:3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil:
Proverbs 5:3 — "For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb" - Comments- The adulteress is called a "strange" woman in Proverbs 5:3. It is the strangeness of a whore that stands in direct contrast to "knowing" one"s wife. 

There was nothing sweeter on earth than honey. Yet, the lips of a woman are sweeter. This refers to the sense of taste. A man can seduce a man with the taste of her lips.

We could paraphrase the statement, "the lips of a strange woman drop as a honey comb" into saying it means a person who is able to sweet-talk someone into doing something.

Proverbs 5:3 — "and her mouth is smoother than oil" - Comments- Just as there are no tangible materials more valuable than gold and nothing sweeter than honey, so is the Word of God more valuable than these ( Psalm 19:10). Likewise, no earthly substance is more slippery, smoother and lubricating than oil, yet a strange woman's lips surpasses even this. 

Psalm 19:10, "More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb."

Proverbs 5:3 — Comments- We see in Proverbs 5:3 the method of a woman"s seduction over a man. A man is able to rule over others by his strength, but a woman, because she is weak, is only able to rule over a man through seducing him. We find later in the book of Proverbs that her mouth is a like a pit that men fall into. Note:

Proverbs 22:14, "The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein."

Proverbs 23:27, "For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit."

Proverbs 5:3 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse.

Song of Solomon 4:11, "Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon."

Proverbs 5:4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword.
Proverbs 5:4 — Word Study on "wormword" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( לַעֲנָה) (H 3939) means , "wormword (regarded as poisonous, and therefore accursed)," and it comes from a root verb meaning, "to curse." Its New Testament counterpart is the Greek word άψινθος. Holladay says it is "the plant Artemisia absinthium, containing a bitter taste, always used metaphorically as ‘bitter (ness)'." Webster says that worm word is "a strong smelling plant that yields a bitter-tasting, dark green oil used in making absinthe. Also, a bitter, unpleasant, or mortifying experience."

Proverbs 5:4 — Comments- Bitterness and sharpness are used symbolically to describe what the spirit of man experiences when his conscience shows to him his sin. The grief and pain in a man's soul who has been overcome by sin is enormous. 

Proverbs 5:5-6 — The Strange Woman Leads a Man to Hell With Her Unpredictable Decisions - Proverbs 5:5-6 tell us this seduction will lead down the path of death and not the path of life, and that it is an unpredictable path to follow.

From Soothing Lips to a Broken Heart- To hear her talk to you sounds soothing and sweet to the soul ( Proverbs 5:3), but when your heart follows hard after her, she desires you no more. You have not predicted such a moveable person ( Proverbs 5:6). How sharp the pain is of a broken heart. It is like a sword piecing you and the taste of that ordeal is bitter ( Proverbs 5:4). During the time that you have tried to please her, she has led you further away from God ( Proverbs 5:5).

Proverbs 5:5 Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. 
Proverbs 5:6 Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them.
Proverbs 5:6 — "Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life" - Word Study on "ponder" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ponder" ( פָּלַס) (H 6424) means, "to roll flat, to prepare, to revolve, i.e. to weigh (mentally)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used six times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "ponder 3, weigh 2, made 1."

Comments- In Proverbs 5:6 This verb could be translated as the second masculine singular (i.e, you): 

YLT, "The path of life--lest thou ponder, Moved have her paths--thou knowest not."

Or it could be translated as the third feminine singular (i.e, she):

WEB, "She gives no thought to the way of life. Her ways are crooked, and she doesn"t know it."

JPS, "Lest she should walk the even path of life, her ways wander, but she knoweth it not."

Either translation is valid because these two different meanings have the same structure in the Hebrew text.

The LXX reads as the second masculine singular, as does the KJV:

Brenton, "that thou mayest keep good understanding, and the discretion of my lips gives thee a charge. Give no heed to a worthless woman;"

Proverbs 5:6 — "her ways are moveable" - Comments- This kind of woman, also figuratively of this world, can love you one instant and hate you the next instant.

Illustrations:

1. Judges 6 - Delilah"s love and hate for Samson.

2. Ammon loved Tamar one minute, then hated her the next. ( 2 Samuel 13:2; 2 Samuel 13:4; 2 Samuel 13:15) 

2 Samuel 13:4, "And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king"s Song of Solomon , lean from day to day? wilt thou not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love Tamar, my brother Absalom"s sister."

2 Samuel 13:15, "Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater than the love wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone."

Watch a man who is chasing a loud, whorish woman. She leads him about, constantly changing her mood. He cannot figure her out, no matter how hard he tries. She does not want anything permanent. She is restless and wants constant change. She wants to satisfy her flesh and this requires greater and greater depths of sin and indulgences. One relationship with one man cannot satisfy her cravings.

Proverbs 5:7-8 — Stay on the Path of Wisdom of Solomon , and Far from the Path of the Strange Woman - Proverbs 5:7-8 tell us to stay on the path of wisdom and far from her path. Do not be sidetracked by the lures of our senses. We must follow our hearts where the voice of wisdom is heard.

Proverbs 5:7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. 
Proverbs 5:7 — "and depart not from the words of my mouth" - Comments- The mouth of wisdom in Proverbs 5:7 is contrasted with the mouth of the strange woman in Proverbs 5:3.

Proverbs 5:3, "For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil:"

Proverbs 5:8 Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: 
Proverbs 5:8 — Comments- To ignore this warning of Proverbs 5:8 brings regret and sorrow ( Proverbs 5:12-14) that comes from falling into a lifestyle of promiscuity and sin ( Proverbs 5:9-11). Yet, this is exactly what the simply young man did in Proverbs 7:8, "Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house." He thought he had the strength to confront the adulteress, but found out he was weak.

Paul gave the church at Corinth a similar warning to "flee fornication". 

1 Corinthians 6:18, "Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body."

Paul told young Timothy to stand and fight the good fight of faith. But on one issue he is told to flee, and that is when he is around things that inflame youthful lusts. 

2 Timothy 2:22, "Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart."

Paul knew that this was an area that believers could quickly be overcome by the sinful nature of the flesh and thus, they did not even need to be near such temptations. Wisdom is telling us not to get into a place where our senses are being aroused. We are not to be deceived into thinking that we are strong enough to overcome temptations.

Proverbs 5:9-10 — The Man who Follow the Strange Woman will Give Her His Honour, Labour, and Wealth - Proverbs 5:9-10 tell us that our honour, our life, our wealth and our strength will be lost if we follow the path of the strange woman and ignore the warnings of wisdom. We are told in other verses in Proverbs that riches, honour, life and health are the blessings of wisdom ( Proverbs 3:16).

Proverbs 3:16, "Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour."

The path of death will cause us to lose all of these blessings, spiritual, mental, physical and financial. Solomon looked upon Pharaoh's daughter and pondered her beauty, but it was a setup, a trap that Solomon thought he could discern and avoid.

Proverbs 5:9 Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel:
Proverbs 5:9 — Comments- A man who follows whorish women loses his honour within his community. A man gives honor unto others by giving his best efforts to please them. Giving a person's years "unto the cruel" is giving one's life and effort to evil people, especially to the devil.

Proverbs 5:10 Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger;
Proverbs 5:10 — Comments- The objective of the evil man and the strange woman is to gain their victim's wealth. The devil will craftily steal and have you waste your substance. While newspapers, billboards, radios, and televisions advertise a perverse life style with alcohol, cigarettes and other sinful delights, the businesses are become rich from the victim"s wealth. Those who yield to these enticements find themselves in bondage, and spend their wealth on such pleasures, while the advertisers get rich off of their substance. When a man goes to the nightclub to satisfy his fleshly lusts, the owner of the club get his wealth while the man's life is slowly destroyed. A man gives his "labours," or his best strength to others, i.e, the most active years of one's life as a young man.

Many wrong marriages resulting in divorce have left a man's hard earned wealth in another's household. I watched my beloved father, who gave his life to Jesus in his later years, go through two such divorces in which he left most wealth in the houses of his Exodus -wives. 

Proverbs 5:11-14 — The Words of Grief from the Fool - Proverbs 5:11-14 give voice to the words of a man consumed with grief. It is only in the midst of utter despair that a fool will finally admit his errors. In other words, when your body is used up, you grieve and realize how much you have wasted your life and hated the instruction of God. It is only when the fool has no more strength to continue in his foolishness does he stop to consider his condition. Only when judgment becomes unbearable will the fool finally sit down and acknowledge his sin.

God has a way of taking a person through judgment that intensifies until a person repents. At this time, God is more concerned about his eternal soul than his temporal gain. We see a series of increasing judgments in the book of Revelation as God gives the world a final opportunity to repent before the Second Coming of the Lord. However, in chapter 19 of the book of Revelation there are those who do not repent because of the hardness of their hearts.



Verses 1-23 

The Heart of Man: The Path of Adultery- This passage of Scripture deals with the first of three paths that sin takes in defiling a person. Sin first enters the heart ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it corrupts the mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5), and finally, it defiles the body ( Proverbs 6:6-11).

We must keep God's Word foremost in our lives ( Proverbs 5:1-2) because the path of the adulteress appears pleasant ( Proverbs 5:3), but its end is bitter ( Proverbs 5:4), her ways lead to death ( Proverbs 5:5), and are unpredictable ( Proverbs 5:6). We must stay far from this path ( Proverbs 5:7-8), lest we be snared and ruined ( Proverbs 5:9-14). You can avoid this path by staying close to your wife ( Proverbs 5:15-20) and this is the remedy that God has given us to avoid the fate of the fool. God knows how easily a man is ensnared in the trap of the adulteress and His judgment will follow ( Proverbs 5:21-23).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Path of Adultery Leads to Poverty and Destruction — Proverbs 5:1-14 

2. The Remedy: A Happy Marriage — Proverbs 5:15-19 

3. The Punishment for Adultery — — Proverbs 5:20-23


Verses 15-19 

The Remedy: A Happy Marriage- This passage is describing the institution of holy matrimony. Marriage is called a well of water, running waters, fountains, rivers of waters, a loving hin and a pleasant roe. Water refreshes the soul, and sex refreshes the flesh; but genuine love in marriage refreshes the spirit, soul and body.

The pleasures of marriage outweigh the pleasures of fornication. The remedy for avoiding the strange woman is to pay attention to Wisdom of Solomon , staying far from the house of the adulteress, and focus on your wife as God"s source of satisfaction.

Contrasting the Adulteress with the Wife- The book of Proverbs gives a number of contrasts between the adulteress and the wife.

1. If the wife is called fresh, clean water in this passage, the whore is contrasted as a dirty ditch. Note:

Proverbs 23:27, "For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit."

Just as filthy water in a ditch is a source of worms and disease, so is a filthy whore a source of infectious disease.

2. The adulteress is called a "strange" woman. It is the strangeness of a whore that stands in direct contrast to "knowing" one"s wife. 

Proverbs 5:15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. 
Proverbs 5:15 — Word Study on "cistern" - Strong says ( בּוֹ ר) (H 953) means, "a cistern, pit, well."

Proverbs 5:15 — Comments- Note that in this time period, a man that owned a well was truly blessed. For many neighbours did not have this privilege. Therefore, they find themselves always coming to the house of the one blessed with water and having to purchase it. 

My wife grew up in a poor neighbourhood where many small houses were built together. Her father was one of the few homes with running water. The other neighbours were constantly coming over to purchase water from him, but the wicked person attempted to steal some water. This is symbolic of adultery. Note:

Proverbs 9:17, "Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell."

Proverbs 5:16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets. 
Proverbs 5:16 — Comments- For those who had their own well, they found enough for themselves and for others to be blessed also.

If the fountain of water represents the man and woman in marriage, then the rivers of water represent their offspring and their overflow of blessings into the society. Rivers of water represent a multitude of children and the divine blessings that overflow into the lives of others. Their offspring will as well become blessings to others in the community.

1. The nation of Judah is said to have come forth out of the waters of Judah.

Isaiah 48:1, "Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness."

2. We see a similar picture of a river being dispersed from the throne of God in the book of Revelation.

Revelation 22:1, "And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."

In the book of Revelation , these waters represent the life, or provision, from God.

3. In contrast to the blessings of having many children from a loving wife, the man who commits whoredom will not be producing children, as noted in Hosea 4:10.

Hosea 4:10, "For they shall eat, and not have enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: because they have left off to take heed to the LORD."

Proverbs 5:15-16 — Comments - A Man's Source of Refreshing- A man's wife is his true source of refreshing, just as the well in his own yard is the proper source of physical refreshment with water ( Proverbs 5:15). There is enough refreshment in a godly relationship with his wife to overflow and bless a multitude of others ( Proverbs 5:16). 

Proverbs 5:17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers" with thee. 
Proverbs 5:17 — Comments- Children produced in a holy marriage are loved by the father and honoured by the community. But both often despise children produced in harlotry. We see this illustrated in the Scriptures where Jephthah, the son of Gilead and the son of a harlot, was rejected by his half brothers. 

Judges 11:1-2, "Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. And Gilead"s wife bare him sons; and his wife"s sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father"s house; for thou art the son of a strange woman."

We see this illustrated in the relationship of Ishmael with his father Abraham. Ishmael, the son of Abraham"s handmaid, was cast out of the family after he began to despise Isaac, his half brother.

Proverbs 5:18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 
Proverbs 5:18 — "and rejoice with the wife of thy youth" - Comments- The phrase "the wife of thy youth" occurs in others places in the Scriptures.

Ecclesiastes 9:9, "Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun."

Malachi 2:14-15, "Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth."

Proverbs 5:19 — Comments- There is a joy in early marriage, where the young wife is excited about taking care of her husband and giving him pleasure. They do things together and enjoy the hope of future happiness together. Unfortunately, the husband can easily take advantage of a wife's desire to serve him and neglect to meet her needs. Such years of neglect leave a woman depressed and less responsive to her husband, so that she loses her beauty and youthful joy. Such immaturity in the husband leads him to look for a new wife, in whom is such youth and excitement. He blames his first wife, when in fact, he has been the cause of her demise. 

Proverbs 5:19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love. 
Proverbs 5:19 — "Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe" - Comments- The NIV reads, "A loving doe, a graceful deer…" Because of the grace of these animals, women were even named after them ( Acts 9:36). The Aramaic name "Tabitha" and its Greek equivalent "Dorcas" mean "a gazelle."

Acts 9:36, "Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did."

Matthew Henry notes that the wealthy men would often keep these animals as pets in their homes to entertain them. 68] We see an illustration of this type of pet in 2 Samuel 12:3.

68] Matthew Henry, Proverbs, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 5:15-23.

2 Samuel 12:3, "But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter."

Note other Scriptural references to the roe in relation to love:

Song of Solomon 2:9, "My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice."

Song of Solomon 2:17, "Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether."

Song of Solomon 8:14, "Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices."

Proverbs 5:19 — "let her breasts satisfy thee at all times" - Comments- The breasts are both the seat of a woman's emotions and the source of a man's attraction. If a man is satisfied with his wife, then he will not be looking for the breasts of another. His affection for his wife's breasts satisfies her sexual needs. Thus, a man's physical attraction for his wife is an indicator of the strength of his relationship with her. 

Scripture References- Note other similar Scriptures references:

Song of Solomon 1:13, "A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts."

Song of Solomon 4:5, "Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins, which feed among the lilies."

Song of Solomon 7:3, "Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins."

Proverbs 5:19 — "be thou ravished always with her love" - Comments- Here, we see the heart of a man in passionate love with his young bride. In order to keep this passion alive, we must follow the remedy that God gives us in this passage of Scripture. Otherwise, a man will find his eyes wandering to other fountains.

Proverbs 5:19 — Comments- The word "let" used in Proverbs 519 indicates that it is a matter of a man's will to decide whether to keep his bond strong with his wife, or to let his eyes and heart wander to a stranger. Thus, when someone says that his passions were beyond his control, he is denying the fact that he chose that path initially of his own free will, although this path may have led him into his passions and bondages.

The secular media today is trying to get the seductive woman in front of the eyes of the man so that he will watch their programs, or read their literature and thus, purchase the products that they advertise. The media simply wants his wealth and they use seduction to get access to it. But they must get the man's eyes off of his wife and on other seductive women. They could care less if it destroys a marriage as long as they get their wealth.

I learned as a single man to turn my eyes away from seduction and not to meditate upon it. Otherwise, it could easily bring me into bondage.

Put simply, Proverbs 5:19 tells the husband to keep the fires of romance burning. A man's physical attraction to his wife is an indication of the health of the marriage. Take her on a date. Do things for her to keep her beautiful and sexy. Buy her something romantic to wear for the bedtime hours. Because if the husband does not do it for his wife, then he may become tempted to do it for someone else, even if it is only in his imagination. A man must not neglect the romantic part of a marriage. My experience in marriage shows me that it is the man's responsibility to keep romance alive, and if he does, the wife will follow his leading by acting and becoming sexy for her husband.



Verses 20-23 

The Punishment for Adultery - Proverbs 5:20-23 gives us a preview of the punishment awaiting those who go down the path of adultery.

Proverbs 5:20 And why wilt thou, my Song of Solomon , be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? 
Proverbs 5:20 — Word Study on "ravished" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ravished" ( שָׁגָה) (H 7686) means, "to stray, mislead," and figuratively, "to mistake, to transgress, to be raptured." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 21times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "err 11, ravished 2, wander 3, deceiver 1, cause to go astray 1, sin through ignorance 1, go astray 1, deceived 1." 

Comments- It serves to say that a man become lost in his passions and fails to listen to reason any more. However, this same Hebrew word is used in a positive way in the preceding verse, "be thou ravished always with her love", in order to contrast the desire of a man for his wife.

Proverbs 5:20 — Comments- Wisdom is now trying to reason with us in this area. Job knew the struggle of overcoming this type of temptation. Note:

Job 31:1, "I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?"

Proverbs 5:20 — Scripture Reference- Note:

Proverbs 6:27, "Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?"

Proverbs 5:21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.
Proverbs 5:21 — Word Study on "pondereth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "pondereth" ( פָּלַס) (H 6424) means, "to roll flat, to prepare, to revolve, i.e. to weigh (mentally)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used six times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "ponder 3, weigh 2, made 1."

Proverbs 5:21 — Comments- Not only does the Lord see our ways, He weighs our works on the scales of judgment. Note:

BBE, "For a man"s ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he puts all his goings in the scales."

Note other references to the scales of judgment:

1 Samuel 2:3, "Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed."

Daniel 5:27, "TEKEL Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting."

Psalm 62:9, "Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity."

Also, note other similar verses:

Hebrews 13:4, "Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge."

Revelation 22:12; Revelation 22:15, "And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be….For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie."

Proverbs 5:21 — Comments- As a young Christian in the early 1980"s, the Lord gave me a dream with the words, "The Stage and the Scales." It means that we live this life on a stage before God"s eyes. When we die, we will be weighed on God"s scales of judgment for everything that we have done in this life.

Proverbs 5:22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.
Proverbs 5:22 — "he shall be holden with the cords of his sins" - Comments- When a man continues in a certain sin, it becomes a bondage that he cannot break, such as alcohol, tobacco, drugs, etc. The sin of sexual perversion is perhaps one of the greatest bondages that a man can fall into.

Proverbs 5:23 He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.
Proverbs 5:23 — Comments- We know that Proverbs 5:23 refers to the judgment of the sinner. But we see this judgment on believers clearly illustrated in Paul"s first epistle to the Corinthians when he was discussing God"s chastisement. Note:

1 Corinthians 11:30-32, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world."

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-5 

The Mind of Man: The Path of the Loose Tongue- Sin first enters the heart ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it corrupts the mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5), and finally, it defiles the body ( Proverbs 6:6-11). 

Proverbs 5:1-23 shows the path of the adulteress as it defiles the heart. This passage ( Proverbs 6:1-5) will show the path of the loose tongue. It is this loose tongue that will bring a man into bondage by making bad decisions. Proverbs 6:6-11 will show the path of the sluggard as it destroys the life of a man.

Once the heart is corrupted, then the mind of man and his tongue become defiled. Note:

Matthew 15:11, "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

Therefore, Proverbs 6:1-5 deals with the issue of making rash promises in order to please friends, who are really not friends, but rather, strangers. Decisions bring us into relationships with others. This is represented by the handshake in Proverbs 6:1. All decisions affect others. This passage of Scripture teaches us that if you find yourself making promises that you cannot keep, make every effort to deliver yourself from these promises. 

One verse that could summarize the theme of this passage found in 2 Corinthians 6:14. 

2 Corinthians 6:14, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"

We are not to be in covenants and agreements with others when it is unhealthy and not Scripturally founded. We should examine all of our commitments with others, with friends and organizations. We should lay aside those that do not please the Lord. We should find God's plan for our lives and give our energies to those activities that God has ordained that we walk in.

Proverbs 6:1 My Song of Solomon , if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger,
Proverbs 6:1 — "My Song of Solomon , if thou be surety for thy friend" - Word Study on "surety" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( עָרַב) (H 6148) means, "to be surety, to be liable for another's debt." He translates Isaiah 38:14, "take me under thy protection," and Job 17:3, "be surety in the cause which I have with thee." Holladay say it means, "Stand surety for" ( Genesis 43:9; Genesis 44:32), "step in for" ( Isaiah 38:14, Job 17:3) ( Psalm 119:122), "pledge oneself as surety for debts" ( Proverbs 22:26), "give security on behalf of" ( Proverbs 6:1). 

Best illustrations: Genesis 38:12-26; Genesis 43:9; Genesis 44:32-34, Exodus 22:26-27, 1 Samuel 17, 18, 2 Kings 4:1-7; 2 Kings 14:14, Job 17:3, Psalm 119:122, Proverbs 11:15; Proverbs 17:18; Proverbs 20:16; Proverbs 22:26-27; Proverbs 27:13, Isaiah 38:14.

Illustration: Judah becomes surety for Benjamin's life:

Genesis 43:9, "I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever:"

Comments- There are a number of other words in the Hebrew for "pledge." Gesenius says the Hebrew word "pledge" ( חָבַל) (H 2254) means, "To bind someone by a pledge, to take a pledge from someone."

1. Ezekiel 18:16, "withholden the pledge" (KJV), "has not restored (to the debtor) his pledge" (AmpBible), "retain a pledge" (NASB). (also Ezekiel 18:12; Ezekiel 33:15)

2. Deuteronomy 24:6 says not to take in pledge something that hinders a man from working and bringing himself income for livelihood. Millstones are used to grind in the mill ( Isaiah 47:2).

3. Deuteronomy 24:17 "nor take a widow's raiment to pledge." Also Exodus 22:26-27 Deuteronomy 24:6.

4. Job 22:6 "taken pledges of your brothers without cause", Job 24:3 "they take the widows ox for a pledge." 

5. Amos 2:8 - They commit fornication upon garments taken as pledges beside every attar. These garments were to be restored by night.

( עֲבוֹט) (H 5667) - Deuteronomy 24:10-13 - How to take a pledge from someone.

( עֲרָבוֹן) (H 6162) - Genesis 38:17-20 - Judah and Tamar.

Proverbs 6:1 — "if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger" - Word Study on "striken" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "strike" ( תָּקַע) (H 8628) means, "To strike in becoming security." Best illustrations: Proverbs 11:15; Proverbs 17:18; Proverbs 22:26, Job 17:3.

Comments- The NIV reads, "struck hands in pledge for a stranger." The shaking of a hand represents agreements and decisions that we make with others. 

Proverbs 6:1 — Comments- In a business environment, Proverbs 6:1 gives a warning of trying to please man. A business manager makes many decisions and comes into many agreements. A seasoned manager learns to make decisions that are carefully studied and weighted against the possible benefits and disadvantages of the company. In making these agreements, he learns to overcome the urge to please man out of fear. This verse describes a person who makes quick decisions that have little thought and research into them. It shows a man who is trying to please others out of fear, rather than trying to look out for his interests, or the interests of his company. We are not to be in covenant with strangers. It will hinder our ability to make godly decision because we will be coming in agreement with the world and compromising the principles of God's Word.

Proverbs 6:1 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Proverbs 11:15, "He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure."

Proverbs 6:2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.
Proverbs 6:2 — Word Study on "taken" - Strong says the Hebrew word "taken" ( לָכַד) (H 3920) means, "to catch, to capture." 

Proverbs 6:3 Do this now, my Song of Solomon , and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.
Proverbs 6:3 — Word Study on "make sure" - Strong says the Hebrew word "make sure" ( רָהַב) (H 7292) means, "to urge severly, to importune, to embolden, to capture, to insolently." Webster says the word "importune" means, "to request with urgency." 

ASV, "Do this now, my Song of Solomon , and deliver thyself, Seeing thou art come into the hand of thy neighbor: Go, humble thyself, and importune thy neighbor;"

Proverbs 6:4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 
Proverbs 6:4 — Comments- A person who has made such a foolish decision that incurs loss well knows how easy it is to lay awake at night and fret over how to get out of this situation. Therefore, this verse reveals God"s remedy to deliverance. We are to wait on Him in the stillness of night for a revelation from heaven on how to escape from our mistakes.

My pastor has wisely said that if you do not pray about going into an agreement, then you will certainly pray getting out of it. God can bring you out, but not without some loss of sleep.

Proverbs 6:5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 
Proverbs 6:5 — Comments- An animal caught in a trap is a great illustration of how great an effort must be taken in escaping from the snares of death.

I remember being told by a Texas farmer the story of how a deer escaped from his barbed wire fence. He came into his field in the morning to find the hind leg of a deer hanging in his tangled fence. The deer had fallen into the fence while leaping over it. In its struggle between life and death, the deer had torn off his hind leg in a desperate effort to escape.

I once caught a young bird with the intent of putting it in a cage. The bird fought with all of its little strength and managed to escape from my hands.

Proverbs 6:3-5 — Comments- The Remedy - Proverbs 6:3-5 gives us the remedy to those who have made unwise agreements with others. It tells us to make every effort to get free from those covenants.



Verses 6-11 

The Physical Body of Man: The Path of the Sluggard- Sin first enters the heart ( Proverbs 5:1-23), then it corrupts the mind ( Proverbs 6:1-5), and finally, it defiles the body ( Proverbs 6:6-11). This explains why Jesus taught that it was not what went into the mouth that defiled the Prayer of Manasseh , but that which came out of the mouth that defiled him.

Matthew 15:11, "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

Proverbs 5:1-23 shows the path of the adulteress as it defiles the heart. Proverbs 6:1-5 shows the path of the loose tongue as it defiles the mind. Proverbs 6:6-11 will show the path of the sluggard as it destroys the life of a man. Thus, the theme of this passage is that the path of laziness will destroy a man by bringing him to poverty.

Illustration- I grew up as a child having to work in the garden and feed the animals. I thought that Dad was being too hard on us. However, when I grew up and began to work on a Job , I quickly saw its value. My willingness to work hard has benefited me all of my adult life.

Proverbs 6:6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 
Proverbs 6:6 — Comments- Of all of God"s creatures, the ant becomes the greatest example of business. The ant is constantly in motion. As I type this note, I am watching ants crawl across the kitchen table searching for any meager scraps.

Proverbs 6:7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
Proverbs 6:8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. 
Proverbs 6:8 — "Provideth her meat in the summer" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 10:5, "He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame."

Proverbs 6:9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?
Proverbs 6:10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:
Proverbs 6:9-10 — Comments- When we first wake up in the morning we want to turn over and sleep a little longer.

Proverbs 6:11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. 
Proverbs 6:11 — "So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth" - Comments- A woman knows how quickly labour pains can set in and increase in intensity.

Proverbs 6:11 — Comments- If we have not sowed any seed, one day a need will come and there will be no provision. Slothfulness was the reason for lack. It cannot be blamed on God. Laziness does not profit us in the kingdom of God.

Proverbs 6:10-11 — Scripture References- Note the same verse in Proverbs 24:33-34 and a similar verse in Ecclesiastes 4:5 :

Proverbs 24:33-34, "Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man."

Ecclesiastes 4:5, "The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh."



Verses 12-19 

The Characteristics of the Wicked Prayer of Manasseh - This passage gives the characteristics of the wicked man.

Proverbs 6:12 A naughty person, a wicked Prayer of Manasseh , walketh with a froward mouth. 
Proverbs 6:12 — Word Study on "A naughty person" - The Hebrew phrase "a naughty person" ( אָדָם בְּלִיַּעַל) literally reads, "a person of Belial." The term, "sons of Belial," became a common phrase in the Old Testament to describe wicked men ( Deuteronomy 13:13, 1 Samuel 2:12). By New Testament times, this term was equated with Satan ( 2 Corinthians 6:15).

Deuteronomy 13:13, "Certain men, the children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have not known;"

1 Samuel 2:12, "Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD."

2 Corinthians 6:15, "And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?" 

Proverbs 6:12 — Word Study on "froward" - Strong says the Hebrew word "froward" ( עִקּשׁוּת) (H 6143) means, "perversity," and it comes from the root verb ( עָקַשׁ) (H 6140) that means, "to distort, to pervert." 

Proverbs 6:12 — Comments- Proverbs 6:12-19 give a summary of the characteristics of the wicked man. Proverbs 6:12 begins by giving a brief summary of his characteristics before the rest of the verses go into details. That Isaiah , the wicked Prayer of Manasseh , a demon-influenced person, a carnal minded person, can most easily be identified by the perverse words that come out of his mouth. In other words, the mouth is the quickest means by which a person can be identified.

Proverbs 6:13 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;
Proverbs 6:13 — "He that winketh with the eye" - Word Study on "winketh" - Strong says the Hebrew word for "wink" ( קָרַץ) (H 7169) means "to pinch, to bite the lips, blink the eyes (as a gesture of malice), or (fully) to squeeze off (a piece of clay in order to mould a vessel from it)." It is used five times in the Old Testament.

Comments- The author has now warned his son of the wink of the eye. This characteristic speaks of the attitude of the heart. This description will appear quickly on the journey that begins in Proverbs 10. On his journey in life, he can now quickly recognize this man as a wicked person.

Proverbs 10:10, "He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall."

David also spoke about the wink of the eye in the book of Psalm. 

Psalm 35:19, "Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause."

The other two uses are found in:

Job 33:6, "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay.

Proverbs 16:30, "He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass."

We see another passage in the book of Job about the wink of the eye used in the context of a wicked person.

Job 15:12-13, "Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at, That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth?"

The Hebrew word used in Job 15:12 is ( רָזַם) (H 7335), which means, "to twinkle the eye (in mockery)." This is the only place in the Old Testament where this Hebrew word is used. Thus, from the context of Psalm 35:19 and Job 15:12, we can see that this is a person whose heart is rejoicing over and mocking others, since the eye represents the heart. We see this idea clearly in Proverbs 30:17.

Proverbs 30:17, "The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it."

Thus, the eye represents the heart of man. The wink of the eye represents a proud, haughty heart that despises and looks down upon others.

Proverbs 6:13 — "he speaketh with his feet" - Comments- A man's feet symbolize the path that he is on in this life. Within the context of the book of Proverbs , a path represents a person's decisions. This characteristic reveals the way the evil man thinks and the decisions he makes in life. For as you watch where someone walks, as you see what path he takes in his life, as you see the friends he hangs around with, you can know his way of thinking. Iron sharpens iron, and a friend sharpens a friend to become just like him ( Proverbs 27:17). Therefore, this phrase refers to the mind of the evil man. 

The phrase "to speak with the feet" is used nowhere else in the Scriptures. However, there are many verses that associate feet with evil. Note:

Proverbs 1:15, "My Song of Solomon , walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:"

Proverbs 1:16, "For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood."

Proverbs 3:23, "Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble."

Proverbs 4:27, "Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil."

Proverbs 5:5, "Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell."

Proverbs 6:18, "An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,"

Therefore, this phrase seems to means that you can recognize a wicked man by the path that he is on, whether he is on the path of righteousness or the path of evil deeds. A person will choose this path by his mind, understanding, will and emotions, thus representing the soul of man. The path that a man is walking on speaks loudly to us about his character. Thus, he speaks with his feet.

Proverbs 6:13 — "he teacheth with his fingers" - Comments- The fingers are a part of the hands. These actions represent the actions that a person does with his body. It is by a man's actions that you can judge his character. 

Proverbs 6:13 — Comments- The eye represents the heart; the feet represent the path that the decisions of the mind, will and emotions will lead a person; and the fingers, or hands, represent the actions of the body. Thus, the three-fold man is seen in this verse. Thus, when we judge a person"s character, we not only listen to his words, but we watch the path that he walks, and we observe the works of his hands. All of these observations together will reveal to us the true character of a person.

Note that we can also see the actions of the three-fold part of man in the next verse.

Proverbs 6:14 Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.
Proverbs 6:14 — Word Study on "soweth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "soweth" ( שָׁלַח) (H 7971) means, "he excites, (sends) strife." Holladay says it literally means, "he sets free, i.e, lets it loose," and in the Piel, "He really lets it fly, or sends it out. He casts, or throws, it out." 

Scripture References- Note other uses of this Hebrew word:

Proverbs 6:19, "A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

Proverbs 16:28, "A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends."

Proverbs 6:14 — Word Study on "discord" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "discord" ( מָדוֹן) (H 4066) means, "Strife, contention." Holladay says it means, "To quarrel, dispute, nag." The Enhanced Strong says This Hebrew word is used 18 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "strife 7, contention 3, discord 1, variant 7." This Hebrew word occurs 15 in the book of Proverbs

Scripture References- Note other uses of this word:

Proverbs 15:18, "A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife."

Proverbs 26:20, "Where no wood Isaiah , there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth."

Proverbs 6:14 — Comments- As in Proverbs 6:13, we can also see the actions of the three-fold part of man in this verse. Proverbs 6:14 seems to repeat Proverbs 6:13 by also describing the three-fold make-up of the wicked Prayer of Manasseh , but from a different perspective. The heart of the evil person is seen in the phrase, "frowardness is in his heart". The soul, or mind, of man is seen in the phrase, "he deviseth mischief continually." The body is seen in the actions of the Prayer of Manasseh , which is found in the phrase, "he soweth discord." Thus, a wicked heart influences the mind to think of evil devises, and these evil thoughts result in wicked actions. 

Proverbs 6:15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. 
Proverbs 6:15 — "suddenly shall he be broken without remedy" - Word Study on "remedy" - Strong says the Hebrew word "remedy" means, "curative." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "health 5, healing 3, remedy 3, incurable 1, cure 1, sound 1, wholesome 1, yielding 1."

Comments- Note other uses of this same Hebrew word "remedy" dealing with divine judgment:

2 Chronicles 36:16, "But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.

Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.

The opposite of "remedy" would be "trouble or calamity." Note the use of the same Hebrew as it is translated "health, healing":

Jeremiah 8:15, "We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!"

Jeremiah 14:19, "Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!

Proverbs 6:15 — Comments- The description of judgment in Proverbs 6:15 reminds us of Proverbs 1:24-32 when the sinner rejected wisdom's call and chose calamities rather than peace and rest. This person is characterized by one who has problems in life and there seems to be no help. He does not understand why such bad things happen to him. 

Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:
Proverbs 6:16 — Word Study on "hate" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hate" ( שָׂנֵא) (H 8130) is a primary root that means, "to hate."

Proverbs 6:16 — Comments- An abomination is something abominable, detestable, offensive. 

Proverbs 6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
Proverbs 6:19 — Word Study on "discord" - Webster defines the word "discord" as "disagreement, or lack of concord (agreement) and may imply quarreling: strife or dissension, disagreement, especially with violence involved."

Proverbs 6:19 — Comments- A person who sows discord plants seeds, which cause discord in the lives of others. He may not be involved in the quarreling, but he can plant seeds with a word here or there that causes attitudes to harden against others. Kenneth Copeland taught how the Lord spoke to him on the subject of slander and said, "You had better give the wrong man a break than to break the wrong man." 70]

70] Kenneth Copeland, "Sermon," (Southwest Believers Convention, Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), 8 August 2008.

Proverbs 6:16-19 — Comments- Numerical Collections - Proverbs 6:16-19 uses numerical collections to teach us. This style of wisdom literature is also used in Job 5:19, Job 33:14, Proverbs 30, Ecclesiastes 11:2 and in Amos 2, 3. Scholars believe that the phrase "six...seven" is intended to mean that this list is not exhaustive. 

Comments- Seven Pillars of Wickedness- Just as Proverbs 9:1 refers to seven pillars in the house of Wisdom of Solomon , so does Proverbs 6:16-19 contrast the seven pillars of the house of the wicked. These seven pillars are listed in this passage.

Proverbs 9:1, "Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:"

This passage lists the seven primary characteristics of a wicked man.



Verses 12-27 

The Characteristics of Evil People: Earthly Wisdom - Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27 is a lengthy passage of Scripture deals with the characteristics of evil people, both the wicked man and the adulteress. This passage of Scripture teaches us about the nature of earthly Wisdom of Solomon , which is described as "earthly, sensual and devilish" ( James 3:15).

James 3:15, "This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish."

As we step back and evaluate the lessons that we have learned thus far, we find a common factor in each of these sections. They all begin with wisdom calling us to take heed to God's Words. Every one of these sections, the three paths of wisdom as well as the three paths of the fool, all begin with this came charge. This is because when we take time each day to mediate and study God's Word, we allow our minds and hearts to become established in the truth so that we will not be deceived by all of the noise from the world. 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Characteristics of the Wicked Man ( Proverbs 6:12-19)

2. The Characteristics of the Adulteress ( Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27)

The Adulteress Woman- Proverbs 5-7 deals in large part with the issue of an adulteress woman. Why would this lengthy introduction spend so much time describing and warning the readers about the harlot? Perhaps because this is the one area that trapped and deceived Song of Solomon , the wisest man that ever lived. Also, in a figurative sense, such spiritual adultery represents a believer who chooses to love the things of this world above his love for God. This seduction led to his backsliding from God. Therefore, much attention is given to this issue in the writings of Solomon. 

1 Kings 11:4, "For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father."

An interesting writing on the seduction of women is given in a writing called The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs. 69]

69] The author writes, "Pay no heed, therefore, to the beauty of women, and muse not upon their doings; but walk in singleness of heart in the fear of the Lord, and be labouring in works, and roaming in study and among your flocks, until the Lord give to you a wife whom He will, that ye suffer not as I did. Until my father"s death I had not boldness to look stedfastly into the face of Jacob, or to speak to any of my brethren, because of my reproach; and even until now my conscience afflicteth me by reason of my sin. And my father comforted me; for he prayed for me unto the Lord, that the anger of the Lord might pass away from me, even as the Lord showed me. From henceforth, then, I was protected, and I sinned not. Therefore, my children, observe all things whatsoever I command you, and ye shall not sin. For fornication is the destruction of the soul, separating it from God, and bringing it near to idols, because it deceiveth the mind and understanding, and bringeth down young men into hell before their time. For many hath fornication destroyed; because, though a man be old or noble, it maketh him a reproach and a laughing-stock with Beliar and the sons of men. For in that Joseph kept himself from every woman, and purged his thoughts from all fornication, he found favour before the Lord and men. For the Egyptian woman did many things unto him, and called for magicians, and offered him love potions, and the purpose of his soul admitted no evil desire. Therefore the God of my fathers delivered him from every visible and hidden death. For if fornication overcome not the mind, neither shall Beliar overcome you. Hurtful are women, my children; because, since they have no power or strength over the Prayer of Manasseh , they act subtilly through outward guise how they may draw him to themselves; and whom they cannot overcome by strength, him they overcome by craft. For moreover the angel of God told me concerning them, and taught me that women are overcome by the spirit of fornication more than men, and they devise in their heart against men; and by means of their adornment they deceive first their minds, and instil the poison by the glance of their eye, and then they take them captive by their doings, for a woman cannot overcome a man by force." (The Testaments Of The Twelve Patriarchs 15-4)



Verses 20-23 

The Effects of the Word of God upon our Spirit Man - Before Solomon takes us out into the street to see the behaviour of the adulteress, he gives us the remedy and means to avoid her seduction. We must first spend time with the Lord and in His Word in order to strengthen us. Proverbs 6:20-23 tells us that if we will place the Word of God into our hearts that it will speak to us. 

Illustration- It has been my personal experience that when I have studied the Scriptures late at night and I lay down to rest, His Word begins to give me insight and revelation as I shut my eyes, as I dream and even when I awake the next morning. If I begin my day with the Word of God, I find it being quickened to my heart during the day. If I neglect His Word that day, then I have no experiences with the Word that day. This is how God has created us and how He has designed His Word to be at work in our lives. You have noticed that the more you spend time with God the more you hear His voice.

Our partaking of God's Word is how we prepare and strengthen our spirit, our inner Prayer of Manasseh , for this journey into the world and into the path where the adulteress stalks her prey. A person deceives himself when he thinks that God will speak to him when he has not been in the Word of God. If the Word of God is not on our mind, then we will not be keen to discern the voice of God. If we are dull of hearing from the Lord, we will be more likely to listen to the voice of the world, or to the voice of reason. It is only when we partake of God's Word that our spirits become sensitive to the voice of God. The Word of God has been designed to speak to us when we plant it in our hearts. This is the way God designed us to be led by the Spirit.

I have been around some great businessmen who loved the Lord and in the presence of some of the greatest ministers in the world today. I have noticed that they all take time to make decisions. They often prefer to sleep on a matter before making a decision in order to listen for the voice of God. When I have given them my presentation or my opinion on a matter, they listen, but then they take the time to wait on the Lord and hear from Him before a decision is made.

We must also recognize the fact that Proverbs 2-8 emphasizes the process of indoctrination on our spiritual journey. Thus, we now are told in Proverbs 6:20-23 how indoctrination works in the make-up of the human being.

Proverbs 6:20 My Song of Solomon , keep thy father"s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 
Proverbs 6:21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. 
Proverbs 6:22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.
Proverbs 6:22 — "When thou goest, it shall lead thee" - Comments- When we are going about during a busy day and making decisions, it is at that time that we need guidance and someone to lead the way. We are not in a place for a dream or a vision. We are not in the appropriate place for a divine visitation from the Lord. But God can bring a verse to our remembrance. How often has a verse of Scripture been quickened to my heart during a busy day to give me guidance.

Proverbs 6:22 — "when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee" - Word Study on "keep" - Strong says the Hebrew word "keep" ( שׁמַר) (H 8104) means, "to hedge about, i.e. to guard," thus, "to protect to attend to." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 468 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "keep 283, observe 46, heed 35, keeper 28, preserve 21, beware 9, Mark 8, watchman 8, wait 7, watch 7, regard 5, save 2, misc 9."

Comments- When we are asleep, we are most vulnerable. It is at this time that we need protection. How often the Lord has given to me spiritual dreams while sleeping that give me understanding. 

If I do a lot of late night Bible study, I have the Lord speak to me more often in the night. Remember King Nebuchadnezzar who had a dream in the night. Daniel explained to him that it was because the king had been meditating on what would take place in the future. God spoke to him in the night season to show him. Unfortunately, the king was too undisciplined to write down his dream. So he forgot it and needed the ministry of Daniel to recall his dream and to interpret it. But even Daniel had to sleep on it so that God would reveal it to him in a night vision ( Daniel 2:19).

Proverbs 6:22 — "and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee" - Comments- How often I have been awakened by a word from the Lord early in the morning. This is a time when the Word of God that has been planted in your heart and mind seems to speak back to you, although, we know that this is the Spirit of God quickening His word to our hearts in the quietness of early morning.

Proverbs 6:22 — Comments- Many of us as believers have experienced Proverbs 6:22 where a verse from God's Word's has spoken to us. God has quickened a verse to our hearts to lead us as we go throughout day. His Word has spoken to us to in the night by a dream or vision in order to guard us. The Spirit of God has spoken to us directly or by a vision as we were waking up in the morning. But we must first learn to pray in the morning, and before bedtime in order to prepare our hearts to hear the voice of the Lord. This is the way we have been created to hear the voice of God.

Proverbs 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:
Proverbs 6:23 — "and reproofs of instruction are the way of life" - Comments- Correction and discipline are a part of the journey that leads down the path of life. There is no way to avoid it if one is to stay on this journey. The "way of life" is the path that leads to abundant living.

Proverbs 6:23 — Comments- If we will hide God's Word within our hearts, then we will experience this Word being quickened to us during the day when we need direction. The Word of God becomes our light to give us instructions. It has been hidden in our hearts and now becomes an inner light that leads us. Our mind of reason may tell us to do it one way, but our hearts tell us something else. Our flesh and bodies tell our mind to satisfy its cravings, but the Word of God planted in our hearts says no. We must learn to listen to the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , which speaks to our hearts. We must understand how wisdom speaks before venturing out into the world. Because the adulteress will try to gain access to our minds through all five sense-gates. We have to be able to block her entrance.



Verses 20-27 

The Characteristics of the Adulteress- Note that we have just finished a passage on the characteristics of the wicked man ( Proverbs 6:12-19). Now we have a lengthy passage of Scripture that deals with the characteristics of the adulteress ( Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27). We have been given a brief glimpse of her characteristics in Proverbs 2:16-19; Proverbs 5:3-6. Now the Preacher is going to give his students a full revelation through this lengthy discourse on a personality that invades every leader's life.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Effects of the Word of God upon our Spirit Man — Proverbs 6:20-23
2. The Cunning Devises of the Adulteress — Proverbs 6:24 to Proverbs 7:27
The Graphic Description of the Adulteress- The description of the dark street and the seduction of the simple-minded youth by the adulteress sounds as if the Preacher is recalling something that actually happened. Perhaps King David taught Solomon about the severe consequences of adultery ( Proverbs 6:20-35), which he himself had experienced, by taking his son out into the streets to show him how the adulteress works ( Proverbs 7:1-27). This event would have forever been imprinted into the mind of young Solomon so that he never forgot what he saw. David did not want his son to fall in the same way that he had fallen. He knew how Satan would tempt his son the way he was tempted. Unfortunately, this is the area in which Solomon also fell. Therefore, Solomon dedicates a lengthy passage to this area because he knows and understands how powerful this strange woman can be in the life of a man of God.

The Steps of Adultery Contrasted with the Steps of Marriage- Once King David taught Solomon about the severe consequences of adultery ( Proverbs 6:20-35), which he himself had experienced, he then takes his son out on the streets to show him how the adulteress works ( Proverbs 7:1-27). We can identify her method of seduction by contrasting it to the holy wedding ceremony of the bride and the groom found in Song of Solomon 3:6 to Song of Solomon 5:1. The adulteress woos her victims by presenting herself in seductive clothing ( Proverbs 7:9-12), while the bridegroom presents himself in all of his wealth and glory ( Song of Solomon 3:6-11). The groom displays his strength and wealth, while the adulteress displays her appearance. While the bridegroom sings a love song to his bride ( Song of Solomon 4:1-15), the adulteress romances her victim with words of seduction ( Proverbs 7:13-20). Finally, the wedding is consummated in the marriage bed ( Song of Solomon 4:16 to Song of Solomon 5:1), while the adulteress lures her victim into the bed of adultery ( Proverbs 7:21-23). The outcome of the marriage bed is rest and fulfillment of God's divine plan for two individuals, while the outcome of adultery is destruction.



Verses 24-27 

The Cunning Devises of the Adulteress - The adulteress is cunning and crafty. She seeks the life of her victim. She has a goal and she knows how to reach her goal, which is to gain a man's wealth even when it costs him his life. She knows that to get a man's wealth, she has to first win his heart. If she can take his heart, she knows that he will give his strength to fulfill the passions of his heart. He will yield his strength to obtain the wealth that is needed to bring him the desires of his heart. Thus, she gets him to use his strength to yield his wealth to her. He will be brought to a piece of bread and even give his life when he is bound in service to the adulteress. She understands this principle because she has tested it from her youth. From the time that men started noticing her she started testing her boundaries and her power of seduction. She knows how to use her secret strength called seduction. With it she can force the strongest of men to yield their wealth to her.

Let us follow this procedure of seduction. Her goal is to win his heart by means of enticement and seduction. She must first gain control over his mind. With control over his mind she can control his will. With control over his will she will capture his heart, which will lead him to use his strength to gain his wealth. She will not turn loose until she has brought him to a piece of bread and taken away his life.

The battle begins with an attempt to enter the man's mind. The entrances into the mind are through the five sense-gates of hearing, seeing, touching, tasting and smelling. This is the way God created man. The adulteress first uses her tongue to get the attention of her victim, and by flattery she enter the sense-gate of hearing ( Proverbs 6:24, Proverbs 7:10). Her words are loud and persistent ( Proverbs 7:11) and she does not give up easily. She can then enter the sense-gate of the eyes by dressing to reveal her fleshly body ( Proverbs 6:25). She knows from experience that few men will turn their eyes away from her fleshly beauty. This is why she must leave her domestic duties and go out into the streets ( Proverbs 7:12). Once she has gained access to his mind through the sense gates of hearing and seeing, she grabs him to arouse the sense-gate of touch ( Proverbs 7:13). With a bold kiss she enters the sense-gate of taste ( Proverbs 7:13). Her perfume arouses the sense-gate of smell with which she has also prepared her bed ( Proverbs 7:17). Thus, she has entered his five sense-gates: hearing, seeing, touching, tasting, smelling. 

With all five sense-gates aroused the simple man has no strength to resist. It takes a man of God to walk away from that situation. It takes a man who has already made the decision to say no in this situation. She has now captured his mind and moves into the next phase of seduction, which is reason. She speaks to him and convinces him with lying lips that he has captured her heart ( Proverbs 7:14-15), when the opposite is actually true. With her persistence and her reason she forces him to yield ( Proverbs 7:16-21). He loses his sense of reason and yields himself to her reason, becoming blind to the fact that it will cost him his life ( Proverbs 7:22-23). She has now captured his mind. With time in the bed of adultery she intends on taking her victim into the next phase, which is to capture his heart. Once she has his heart, she will be able to direct his paths and ultimately gain his wealth.

In a similar way, wisdom asks for our hearts also. Because once wisdom has our hearts, she can lead us down the path that brings us blessings in every area of our lives.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Shame of Falling Prey to the Adulteress — Proverbs 6:24-35 — 

2. Exhortation to Put God's Word Before our Eyes — Proverbs 7:1-5
3. The Setting: Alluring the Five Sense-Gates — Proverbs 7:6-13
4. Capturing the Mind — Proverbs 7:14-21
5. Controlling the Heart — Proverbs 7:22-23
6. Final Warning — Proverbs 7:24-27 



Verses 24-35 

The Shame of Falling Prey to the Adulteress - Proverb gives a brief description of the allurements of the adulteress and the shame a man incurs when yielding to her enticements.

Proverbs 6:24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. 
Proverbs 6:24 — Comments- By her flattery of words the adulteress enters the gate of hearing. This is the first step to gain entrance into a man's mind. 

Here the Scriptures show us that the quickest way to judge an adulteress is by the words that she speaks. We have also seen in Proverbs 6:12 that the quickest way to judge a wicked person is by his words.

Proverbs 6:12, "A naughty person, a wicked Prayer of Manasseh , walketh with a froward mouth."

Thus, the first characteristics of the wicked man and the adulteress refer to their words. In the same way, the first characteristics of wisdom that we are given in Proverbs 8:6-8 are words that are spoken. 

Proverbs 8:6-8, "Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them."

Proverbs 6:25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.
Proverbs 6:25 — "Lust not after her beauty in thine heart" - Comments- How well God knows the human nature. Man is always lusting for the beauty of a woman, hence: 

Matthew 5:28, "But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

Proverbs 6:25 — "neither let her take thee with her eyelids" - Word Study on "take" - Strong says the Hebrew word "take" ( לָקַח) (H 3947) is a primitive root that means, "to take." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 965 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "take 747, receive 61, take away 51, fetch 31, bring 25, get 6, take out 6, carry away 5, married 4, buy 3, misc 26."

Proverbs 6:25 — Comments- The adulteress woman uses her beauty to gain access to his mind through the sense-gate of his eyes. 

Proverbs 6:26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.
Proverbs 6:26 — "For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread" - Illustration: Samson grinding the mill.

Proverbs 6:26 — "and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life" - Illustration: Delilah seeking Samson's source of strength (or life).

Proverbs 6:26 — Comments- The objective of the adulteress is to get the man's wealth. She will not stop until she has taken everything he will yield to her. She will play this game until he has nothing more to give her. She will then leave him for another victim.

Proverbs 6:27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 
Proverbs 6:27 — Comments- We know that the word "fire" is used figuratively of the whorish woman according to the context of this passage in Proverbs 6:20-35. The whorish woman is also figurative of a man's love for the things of this world ( James 4:4). 

James 4:4, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."

Thus, we can see an illustration of Proverbs 6:27 in the epistle of James 5:1-3 when the rich men are warned that their unrighteousness mammon will eat their flesh as fire. In other words, the more wealth that they have gained in an ungodly manner, the greater the fire that they will be subjected to in hell. 

James 5:1-3, "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days."

Proverbs 6:28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 
Proverbs 6:29 So he that goeth in to his neighbour"s wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent.
Proverbs 6:27-29 — Comments - Proverbs 6:27-29 say that you can no more defy the laws of the spirit realm than you can defy the laws of the physical realm.

Proverbs 6:30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 
Proverbs 6:30 — Comments- As a college student in 1979, I caught a thief attempting to steal my bicycle. I chased this Prayer of Manasseh , jumped on top of him and we landed on the ground. When I realized that I had knocked him out, I helped him recover. Upon realizing that he was a street person, I took him to his place of residence, feeling sorry for him. Little did I know that a few days later, my bicycle would be stolen. Song of Solomon , in my perception of how poor and needy this man was, I forgave him and let him go.

Proverbs 6:31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. 
Proverbs 6:31 — "he shall restore sevenfold" - Comments- Seven is a common number used for judgment. Note:

Genesis 4:15, "And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him."

Leviticus 4:6, "And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary."

Leviticus 26:18, "And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins."

Leviticus 26:21, "And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins."

Leviticus 26:24, "Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for your sins."

Leviticus 26:28, "Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins."

Deuteronomy 28:25, "The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth."

Psalm 79:12, "And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord."

Daniel 3:19, "Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated."

Also, seven of Saul"s sons died for the sins of one man:

2 Samuel 21:6, "Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD did choose. And the king said, I will give them."

In the New Testament, Jesus said that a man who backslides will have seven more demons enter him after being delivered from one demon.

Matthew 12:45, "Then goeth Hebrews , and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation."

Peter sought an answer from Jesus for forgiveness, in the place of judgment. Peter suggested seven times:

Matthew 18:21-22, "Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven."

God uses seven years to judge nations and kings of major sins: 

Genesis 41:30, "And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;"

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

King Nebuchadnezzar was judged for seven years:

Daniel 4:16, "Let his heart be changed from man"s, and let a beast"s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him."

God uses seven days to judge individuals of minor sins and uncleanness in the Scriptures. 

Leviticus 12:2, "Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean."

Leviticus 15:24, "And if any man lie with her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean."

God"s judgment on the earth in the book of Revelation comes in sevens:

Revelation 15:8, "And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled."

Proverbs 6:30-31 — Comments- Oral Roberts said the Lord told him that in Proverbs 6:30-31 the thief is referring to Satan. 71]

71] Oral Roberts, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Proverbs 6:32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 
Proverbs 6:32 — "he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul" - Comments- Note in 1 Corinthians 6:18 how the Scriptures make a clear distinction between the sin of fornication and all other sins.

1 Corinthians 6:18, "Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body."

No other sin in the body of Christ brings such reproach and disgust upon a man and upon the body of Christ as the sin of fornication. In this sin, a man becomes one with a harlot, and cuts himself off from fellowship with Christ. This sin is capable of bringing more harm to the man"s physical body that all other sins, in the form of diseases.

No other sin does quicker harm to a marriage. No other sin does quicker harm to a pastor"s reputation, for it creates an image in the minds of his flock that will never go away.

Proverbs 6:33 A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away.
Proverbs 6:33 — Comments- We see this reproach recorded in the eternal Word of God in the life of Reuben.

Genesis 35:22, "And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father"s concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:"

His father's prophecy many years later reveals that Reuben's reproach had not gone away: 

Genesis 49:3-4, "Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father"s bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch."

We see this reproach in the life of Judah when he lay with Tamar, his daughter-in-law ( Genesis 38). Here, Judah's sin is also forever recorded in the book of Genesis , and his children born by Tamar are recorded in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Chris:

Matthew 1:3, "And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;" 

We see this reproach in the life of David ( 2 Samuel 12:10-12). Although God forgave David"s sin with Bathsheba, the reproach will always remain recorded in history. Note:

1 Kings 15:5, "Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite."

Matthew 1:6, "And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;"

After David's sin with Bathsheba, we never read about him accomplishing great exploits. This sin brought him low in his office just like we see in the lives of great ministers who fall into adultery. They may continue in the ministry, but not on the same level of greatness before others. 

Proverbs 6:34 For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 
Proverbs 6:35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts.
Proverbs 6:34-35 — Comments- Jealousy- When a jealous husband or a boyfriend is out to get a man who has fooled around with his woman, nothing in the world will satisfy this vengeance. He only wants the destruction of the victim. He may be willing to take a seven-fold restitution from a thief ( Proverbs 6:31), but there is no restitution for adultery except vengeance.

Note: 

Proverbs 27:4, "Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?" 

In Proverbs 27:4, the Hebrew word "envy is the same that is used here in Proverbs 6:34 as jealousy.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-5 

Exhortation to Put God's Word Before our Eyes- As in Proverbs 6:20-23 we are exhorted again in Proverbs 7:1-5 to place God's Word before us in order to give us the wisdom and strength to avoid the temptations of the strange woman. But this time the emphasis is placed upon putting God's Word before our "eyes" ( Proverbs 7:2) and treat it as our "sister" ( Proverbs 7:4) so that our eyes will not fall upon the adulteress. There is no other remedy that works in this area of our lives to protect us from sexual sins outside of placing God's Word before us.

Proverbs 7:1 My Song of Solomon , keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. 
Proverbs 7:1 — Word Study on "keep" - Strong says the Hebrew word "keep" ( שׁמַר) (H 8104) means, "to hedge about, i.e. to guard," thus, "to protect to attend to." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 468 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "keep 283, observe 46, heed 35, keeper 28, preserve 21, beware 9, Mark 8, watchman 8, wait 7, watch 7, regard 5, save 2, misc 9."

Proverbs 7:1 — Word Study on "lay up" - Strong says the Hebrew word "lay up" ( צָפַן) (H 6845) means, "to hide, to hoard, to reserve," and figuratively, "to deny." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 33times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hide 16, lay up 7, esteemed 1, lurk 1, hidden ones 1, privily 1, secret places 1, secret 1, misc 4."

Proverbs 7:2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. 
Proverbs 7:2 — "and my law as the apple of thine eye" - Word Study on "apple" - Strong says the Hebrew word "apple" ( אִישׁוֹן) (H 380) means, "the little man (of the eye), the pupil, the ball," hence, "the middle (of night)." Strong says that this Hebrew word is a diminutive form of the word ( אִישׁ) (H 376), which means, "man." Thus, the diminutive would literally mean, "the little man." Therefore, it means the "pupil of the eye." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "apple 3, obscure 2, black 1."

Comments- Why would this term be used for the pupil of the eye? When you look into someone"s eyes, you can see the image of yourself on a tiny scale in the pupil if the person"s eyes. Thus, the term "the little man" is very descriptive of the image that is seen in the pupil. Therefore, when we look at someone, that person becomes "the little man of our eye."

This Hebrew word also carries the meaning, "the middle of the night." Note:

Proverbs 7:9, "In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night:"

Proverbs 20:20, "Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness."

Comments- The phrase "the apple of thine eye" implies something that is very dear and beloved to someone. Note other uses of this phrase in Scripture:

Deuteronomy 32:10, "He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye."

Psalm 17:8, "Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,"

Lamentations 2:18, "Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease."

Zechariah 2:8, "For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye."

According to Strong, this phrase means, "the pupil of the eye." We are taught in courses on self-defense that the most tender part of a person's body to attack are the eyes. Once the eyes are injured, the victim will be able to flee from the attacker. Therefore, we are to watch over the Words of God as carefully as we watch over our eyes. Thus, the translation:

HNV, "Keep my mitzvot and live; Guard my teaching as the apple of your eye."

However, this phrase can also mean that we are to allow the Words of God to become for us as the pupil of the eyes are to us. Our eyes give us light in order to guide our physical body. The Word of God should be our spiritual light that guides our souls. Thus, the translation:

BBE, "Keep my rules and you will have life; let my teaching be to you as the light of your eyes;"

As we focus upon God's Word, it becomes the "little man" in our pupils. Its image is imprinted and burned upon the table of our hearts.

Proverbs 7:2 — Comments- The naïve young man is about to place his eyes upon the adulteress because has not been putting God's Word before his eyes as the "apple of his eyes." This is the first sense gate that the adulteress will attempt to enter in order to seduce the man.

Proverbs 7:3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart. 
Proverbs 7:3 — "Bind them upon thy fingers" - Comments- Today, we teach the custom to bind a thread on the finger in order to remember to do something.

Proverbs 7:3 — "write them upon the table of thine heart" - Comments- Note how the New Testament teaches this principle ( 2 Corinthians 3:3, Colossians 3:16).

2 Corinthians 3:3, "Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart."

Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."

Proverbs 7:3 — Comments- In the Scriptures, the fingers represent the actions of the outer Prayer of Manasseh , while the heart represents thoughts and intents of the inner man.

Under the Mosaic Law, God taught the children of Israel to literally bind passages of Scripture to their bodies in order to illustrate the diligent attention that one must give to His Word ( Deuteronomy 6:8-9; Deuteronomy 11:18-20).

Deuteronomy 6:8-9, "And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates."

Deuteronomy 11:18-20, "Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates:"

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 6:21, "Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck."

Proverbs 7:4 Say unto Wisdom of Solomon , Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman: 
Proverbs 7:4 — Comments- We are to embrace wisdom as our dearest acquaintance. Wisdom is a feminine noun, hence, the feminine gender is used: sister, kinswoman. Note similar verses:

Job 17:14, "I have said to corruption, Thou art my father: to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister."

Matthew 12:49-50, "And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother."

When we learn how to have true relationships with the opposite sex, we will not be easily guided and seduced into a lustful relationship with the adulteress.

In the local church, young men are in an environment in which they can learn to develop healthy relationships with sisters in the Lord. As a man learns to properly treat a woman, he prepares himself as a better husband, in that he knows how to treat his wife with respect and honour, and not out of lust and desire for self-satisfaction.

It is interesting to notice young converts in this struggle to learn how to behave themselves in God"s house and how to treat people with honour and respect. It takes time, because a believer has to grow in this area if he was not taught it in the home.

Proverbs 7:5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words. 


Verses 6-13 

The Setting: Alluring the Five Sense-Gates - Proverbs 7:6-13 describes the setting in which the story unfolds. The adulteress sees a young man in the street and immediately sets upon him to capture his five sense-gates.

Proverbs 7:6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 
Proverbs 7:6 — Comments- A casement is "a latticed window" (Strong). Note:

Judges 5:28, "The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice, Why is his chariot so long in coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariots?"

Song of Solomon 2:9, "My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice."

Proverbs 7:7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, 
Proverbs 7:7 — Comments- One characteristic of a youth is his inability to say no to peer pressure. A youth wants to please others to get their approval, but a mature person learns to say no to the ridiculous demands of others in order to do what is right.

Proverbs 7:8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, 
Proverbs 7:8 — Comments - Another characteristic of a simple-minded person is that he or she has not set boundaries around his life. This young man probably knew she lived in that house, but he told himself that he was strong than her and could resist her temptations. He underestimated the power of seduction.

Application - Today, we should give our children clear boundaries of what they can do and where they can go and how they can and cannot behave. We should nurture their Christian growth, while helping them to contruct healthy boundaries by their own choices. A young, immature Christian without a sense of boundaries will wander down the wrong street and be seduced as easily as a non-believer. Both have not boundaries and endanger themselves.

Proverbs 7:9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 
Proverbs 7:9 — Comments - Darkness gives an individual a false sense of not been seen by others, of being able to sin unnoticed. She knew that a person is more likely to yield to sin at night because they think that no one will know.

Illustration - Living in the mission field, I often see Americans or Europeans visiting Africa and looking for a boy friend or girl friend, doing things that they would not do in their home town because no one is watching.

Proverbs 7:10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. 
Proverbs 7:10 — Comments- The harlot is dressed to attract the attention of young men. She wants to seduce by entering the sense-gate of his eyes. She may act innocent, but her heart is subtle and crafty. Today, we would use the phrase "street smart" instead of "subtil of heart."

Proverbs 7:11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house: 
Proverbs 7:11 — Comments - The woman who is not satisfied with her home, looking for a party, a new person with which to have a relationship, no commitments and irresponsible at home, restless, rebellious of authority, these are the characteristics of harlotry.

With her loud mouth, the harlot enters the second sense-gate of the naive young Prayer of Manasseh , his ears.

Proverbs 7:12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)
Proverbs 7:11-12 — Comments - Neglecting Domestic Duties- I have seen wives who spend their days outside the home look for entertainment. They neglect their domestic duties for sensual, foolish pleasures. She is loud and noisy because she wants to get the man's attention with her words. She attempts to enter the sense-gate of his ears. 

Proverbs 7:13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,
Proverbs 7:13 — "and with an impudent face said unto him" - Comments- And impudent face is shamelessly and bold. It is the opposite of shamefacedness ( 1 Timothy 2:9). 

1 Timothy 2:9, "In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;" 

Proverbs 7:13 — Comments- She has gained access to the man's eyes by her seductive dress and gained access into his ears by her loud talk. Now she touches him in order to arouse his sense of touch and she kisses him to arouse the sense of taste. Her body is probably perfumed to arouse the sense of smell. Thus, she is attempting to seduce the man by arousing all five of his sense-gates.

Illustration- During my first year as a Seminary student (1980-81), I went out on the streets of Fort Worth with other students to hand out Gospel tracts and to witness. I remember one Friday night in the area of town called "Cowtown," I was handing out tracts and a prostitute wrapped her arms around my neck and was about to kiss me. I quick pushed her back and began to witness to the group of people with her. Surely this verse accurately describes the behavior of the adulteress woman.



Verses 14-21 

Capturing the Mind- After she gets the man's attention by arousing his five sense-gates ( Proverbs 7:10-13) she then has access to his mind ( Proverbs 7:14-21). She now uses reason in an attempt to gain access to his heart. She stimulates his imagination in order to manipulate his reason. This is because our reason follows our imagination. If she can just get him into her bed and spend time with him, she knows that she can win his heart over to her and bring him into bondage with his passion for her. She gains control over his mind in the street, but she wins his heart in the bed. This is why she had prepared her bed so carefully. For this is where the final and most decisive part of her seduction will take place. Once she captures his heart, she gains access to his strength, which will yield up its wealth to her; for this material gain was her destination.

Just as wisdom teaches us that we must first renew our mind and let God's Word be hidden in our hearts so that we have the wisdom to direct our bodies to walk down the path of life and godliness, so does the adulteress follow the same method of capturing her victim. She first enters his sense gates and captures his mind and imagination on the street. She then captures his heart in the bed. They she is able to direct his body to yield up its strength and wealth to her. For this process of renewing the mind, transforming the heart, and directing the body is how we are created, and it works for the purpose of doing good, or for doing evil.

Proverbs 7:14 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows. 
Proverbs 7:14 — Comments- Note how this harlot celebrated religious duties, while not yielding her heart to the Lord. Jesus condemned this type of piety, seen also in the scribes and Pharisees of His time ( Matthew 23:23).

Matthew 23:23, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone."

Proverbs 7:15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee. 
Proverbs 7:15 — Comments- This lady is bold and aggressive, initiating a relationship with a man. She convinces the simple-minded that she wants his love, when really, she wants his wealth. He does not know that she has had many lovers the night before, and he was simply a victim.

Proverbs 7:16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. 
Proverbs 7:17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 
Proverbs 7:16-17 — Comments - Indulgence in Luxuries- This lady indulges in luxuries and is unable to be contented with what a husband can buy her.

Proverbs 7:18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves. 
Proverbs 7:16-18 — Comments - The Bed of Spices- We find this bed of spices and fragrances of love in the Song of Solomon 4:16 to Song of Solomon 5:1.

Song of Solomon 4:16 to Song of Solomon 5:1, "Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits. I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved."

Proverbs 7:19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: 
Proverbs 7:20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed. 
Proverbs 7:21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 
Proverbs 7:21 — Comments- Here we see the power of seduction. She had no physical strength to cause him to yield. But by arousing his senses she was able to force him to yield to her. The most powerful sense to arouse comes through what we hear from the lips of seduction.



Verse 22-23 

Controlling the Heart - Having allured of the young man through his five sense-gates, then capturing his mind, the adulteress takes the final step of controlling the man's heart. He follows her thinking something good is about to take place, when actually, she has deceived him, and intends on taking his wealth and even his very life.

Proverbs 7:22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 
Proverbs 7:23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. 
Proverbs 7:23 — "and knoweth not that it is for his life" - Comments- Sin will take you where you never intended to go and it will cost you what you never intended to pay, which is your life. 

Proverbs 7:22-23 — Comments- He loses his sense of reason and yields himself to her reason, becoming blind to the fact that it will cost him his life ( Proverbs 7:22-23). She has now captured his mind. With time in the bed of adultery she intends on taking her victim into the next phase, which is to capture his heart. Once she has his heart, she will be able to direct his paths.



Verses 24-27 

Final Warning - In Proverbs 7:24-27 Solomon gives the final warning of the adulteress, stressing the ultimate destruction and damnation of her victims.

Proverbs 7:24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. 
Proverbs 7:24 — Comments- Wisdom tells us to pay attention to the words of her mouth. This is contrasted to strange woman who flatters with her words ( Proverbs 7:5), and causes the simple to yield "with her fair speech" and flatters with her lips."

Proverbs 7:25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.
Proverbs 7:25 — Comments - The naive youg man had not constructed boundaries around his life, making himself vunerable to the enticer and seductress. The father is exhorting the young man to set up boundaries of his own will as he reaches adulthood. His father has set up his children boundaries for him, but as life progresses, the father has to let his children make their own decisions.

Proverbs 7:26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her.
Proverbs 7:26 — Illustration- Samson was cast down by a woman (See Judges 16).

Proverbs 7:27 Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.
08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-5 

Wisdom Calls in the Open Places to Everyone - Wisdom's character can be found in all aspects of society ( Proverbs 8:1-5), for she calls in the open places to everyone. According to this passage, wisdom is found where people converse. Note in Proverbs 8:3 that the gates of the city were a place where the elders met to made laws and judge those laws. It was a place where wisdom was heard daily. Since wisdom has no physical aspect, we find her reflected in the lives of the people in our society.

Note how wisdom cries out in Proverbs 8:1-3, as well as in Proverbs 1:20-21. Proverbs 8:2-3 describes the most common places where people gather. Life is a classroom. There is much to learn by observing and interacting with people. It is in this environment that wisdom speaks.

Proverbs 1:20-21, "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,"

Proverbs 8:1 Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? 
Proverbs 8:2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. 
Proverbs 8:3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors.
Proverbs 8:3 — Comments- Note in Proverbs 8:34 how a person is to respond to wisdom"s cry.

Proverbs 8:34, "Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors."

Proverbs 8:4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. 
Proverbs 8:5 O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 


Verses 1-21 

Wisdom's Character is Found in the Lives of People in Society- In this passage, we again see the call of wisdom as she cries out in the open places for men to follow her. Wisdom's call to passersby can be contrasted to the call of the adulteress in Proverbs 7:6-13 a. However, for those who heed her call will their hearts and ears be opened to see the voice of wisdom in the lives of men and women of God. Wisdom's character has many different virtues that are reflected in the lives of people around us. We can find wisdom in the hearts, minds, strength and wealth of others. 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Wisdom Calls in the Open Places to Everyone — Proverbs 8:1-5
2. Wisdom Is Found in the Hearts and in the Words of Righteous Men — Proverbs 8:6-8
3. Wisdom Is Found by Those Whose Hearts Seek Her First — Proverbs 8:9-11
4. Wisdom is Found in Those With Mental Acuteness — Proverbs 8:12-14
5. Wisdom Is Found In Those Who Are Strong Pillars of Society — Proverbs 8:15-17 — 

6. Wisdom is Found in Financial Prosperity — Proverbs 8:18-21
Parallel Passages- We can also find these similar characteristics of wisdom listed in James 3:13-18. 

James 3:13-18, "Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife Isaiah , there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."

This passage in James tells us that a man can demonstrate wisdom out of his good conversation, or lifestyle. We find this wisdom as we interact with other people in society. God has given to each person an in-built conscience ( Romans 2:14-15) that tells us about our actions, whether they are right or wrong. 

Romans 2:14-15, "For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)"

Our conscience will help us to recognize wisdom during our interactions with others. This is the theme of Proverbs 8:1-21.

It has been my experience to find such wise people in society and hang out with them; for it is in such relationships that we are influenced and changed for the better. Thus, we make wisdom our companion by walking with those who have already made wisdom their companions.



Verses 1-36 

The Characteristics of Divine Wisdom - Proverbs 8:1-36 reveals the characteristics of divine wisdom. We have just had a lengthy passage that identifies the characteristics of earthly wisdom ( Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27). This type of wisdom will now be contrasted with divine wisdom. Now, how do we see the characteristics of Wisdom of Solomon , since she has no physical form? The answer will be found in the way divine wisdom is reflected in the lives of men and women of God in society ( Proverbs 8:1-21). Her character can be found in all aspects of society, wherever people converse and interact with one another ( Proverbs 8:1-5). We learn to listen to the words of others, of those who are speaking words of righteousness ( Proverbs 8:6-8). Thus, wisdom's characteristics are reflected in the lives of people. These words are easy to find to those who seek them above the riches of this world ( Proverbs 8:9-11). Wisdom's character has many different virtues that are reflected in the character of men ( Proverbs 8:12-21). Not only can we find the divine characteristics of wisdom by looking at people in society, but creation itself reflects these noble virtues ( Proverbs 8:22-31). Thus, one should heed her call and not reject it ( Proverbs 8:32-36).

In contrast, Proverbs 6:12 thru Proverbs 7:27 has just given to us the characteristics of the foolish so that we can compare them. The call of wisdom can be contrasted to the call of the adulteress. Just as the adulteress called out to those passing by ( Proverbs 7:6-13 a), so does wisdom cry out in Proverbs 8:1-4. Just as the adulteress entices the fool with descriptions of her lustful entertainment ( Proverbs 7:13 b-21), so does wisdom attract us by telling us about her blessings ( Proverbs 8:5-21). While wisdom opens her heart to us and reveals her true character ( Proverbs 8:22-31), the adulteress hides her true intents, for she cares not about the well-being of her victims. The adulteress only wishes to satisfy her own lusts. As wisdom urges us to choose life and warns us about death ( Proverbs 8:32-36), the adulteress gives no warning until the victim loses his life ( Proverbs 7:22-23).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Wisdom's Character Found in Society — Proverbs 8:1-21
2. Wisdom's Character Found in Creation — Proverbs 8:22-31
3. Choose Life or Death — Proverbs 8:32-36


Verses 6-8 

The Characteristics of Wisdom (Her Words) - You will not find wickedness and perverseness on the lips of the wise. You will only hear them speaking truth and righteousness. We learn to find wisdom by listening to the words of others, of those who are speaking words of righteousness ( Proverbs 8:6-8). Thus, wisdom's characteristics are reflected in the lives of people. The first characteristic that reveals wisdom is in the words that wisdom speaks. This is similar to the first description of the wicked man and the adulteress, whose descriptions also begin with their words ( Proverbs 6:12; Proverbs 7:5).

Proverbs 6:12, "A naughty person, a wicked Prayer of Manasseh , walketh with a froward mouth."

Proverbs 7:5, "That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words."

Proverbs 8:6 Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. 
Proverbs 8:6 — Word Study on "excellent things" - Strong says the Hebrew word "excellent things" ( נָגִיד) or ( נָגִד) (H 5057) means, "a commander (as occupying the front), civil, military, religious," and "honorable." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 44times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "ruler 20, prince 9, captain 6, leader 4, governor 3, nobles 1, excellent things 1."

Proverbs 8:7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 
Proverbs 8:8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. 


Verses 9-11 

Wisdom Is Found by Those Whose Hearts Seek Her First - Wisdom is easy to find to those who have trained their minds to know the characteristics of wisdom ( Proverbs 8:8). If we will receive God's Word with an open heart ( Proverbs 8:9) and make it a priority ( Proverbs 8:10), we will be able to find it. 

The characteristics of wisdom are easy to find for those who seek them above the riches of this world. Riches are not wrong to possess. It is just wrong to pursue riches above wisdom. The pursuit of wisdom should be our priority. For when we find Wisdom of Solomon , we will receive the other blessings of riches. In a few verses, we will learn that when we pursue Wisdom of Solomon , it will bring to us substance and treasures ( Proverbs 8:21).

Proverbs 8:21, "That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures."

Illustration- When I was a Seminary student, one of my friends took me out for a drive around the city of Fort Worth. To my amazement, he began to identify old Chevy cars by their year along with other details. I had never paid any attention to antique or classic automobiles. But when he began to show me I began to notice them on the roads everywhere. He had developed the eye to spot them because he was interested in old cars. For him they were easy to spot and identify, but for me it was difficult. This is the same was with wisdom. If we will look for it, we will find it all around us on a daily basis. The more we learn of the ways of God, the easier it will be to find wisdom in the world around us. 

When I finally had my Bible notes typed into a computer from notebook paper, I worked hard to edit them and organize them. I found myself taking a notepad and writing down inspired ideas or insights into particular verses in the Bible. I then listened for these golden nuggets on Christian television or in the devotional books I was reading. I delighted in finding them and adding them to my Bible notes. I quickly found myself taking notes on a daily basis as I learned to recognize wisdom and insight into Scriptures all around me. I had not seen it until I began to look for it. This is what Proverbs 8:9-11 is saying to us. 



Verses 12-14 

Wisdom is Found in Those With Mental Acuteness - Men of wisdom have the ability to understand matters in society. They are creative and full of inventions. It is to wise men that people society will seek counsel. 

Proverbs 8:12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 
Proverbs 8:12 — "and find out knowledge of witty inventions" - Comments- More than once has the Lord shown me an idea, or an invention, or a way to do something that I could not have known in the natural. The Holy Spirit is always faithful to show us the way and to give us wisdom and insight when we need it. Most modern inventions have been invented by Christians under the divine inspiration of God.

Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 
Proverbs 8:13 — "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil" - Comments- We see these same virtues in the man Job.

Job 1:1, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil."

Proverbs 8:13 — Comments- When you are speaking to a righteous person about the evils of society, they too will express words of hatred against it. But when I have had conversations with corrupt people and I began to talk about truth and integrity, or about sin, they become silent and wish I would change the subject of the conversation. This is because truth brings light into their dark minds and exposes them. It is apparent when you spend time around wicked people that they do not hate sin.

Proverbs 8:14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. 
Proverbs 8:14 — "I am understanding; I have strength" - Comments- In the passage popularly called "The Words of the Wise," we will be told again how wisdom makes us strong.

Proverbs 24:3-6, "Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches. A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety."

Proverbs 8:14 — Comments- As we grow in the Lord, we will learn to recognize that men of great wisdom have moved into positions of strength in a society. They speak with power and authority and are not easily deceived by others. We will learn to take counsel from pastors and godly leaders before making critical decisions.

There are times when we need counsel, or wisdom or understanding and even strength to go on, and there is no one to give it to us. It is during those times that I have learned to sit down and ask the Lord for wisdom. I then wait on the Lord or sleep over a matter. God is so faithful to give me the insight or even the strength to do what I need to do. He has never failed if I will wait upon Him.

I once lost my passport when I was overseas. I was in the hotel room and my wife and I were getting ready to go out and exchange some U.S. dollars for local currency at a bank. When I looked for my passport, it was nowhere to be found. After exhausting my search in the room, I calmly sat down by my wife and we prayed together and asked for wisdom to find the passport. I then lay down on my bed and began to just calmly wait on the Lord. Within a few minutes, I jumped up, walked over to a piece of furniture in the room, pulled it back from the wall and saw my passport on the floor. It had fallen down behind that piece of furniture. While lying on the bed, the Lord had given me a word of knowledge of where it was located. He is faithful.



Verses 15-17 

Wisdom Is Found in Those Who Are Strong Pillars of Society - Wisdom can been seen in those who hold strong positions in society, in leaders who rule well.

Divine Decrees- I have learned from years of managing people that the Lord will often give a boss divine insight into a matter so that he decrees a right judgment and makes a good decision. I have learned that my boss or supervisor speaks under the influence of the Spirit of God whether I recognize it or not, and that I must honor what I am instructed to do.

Proverbs 8:17 I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.
Proverbs 8:17 — "those that seek me early shall find me" - Word Study on "early" - Strong says the Hebrew word "early" ( שָׁחַר) (H 7836) literally means, "to dawn," thus, figuratively, it means, "to be (up) early at any task (with the implication of earnestness)," and its meaning is extended to mean, "to search for (with painstaking)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "seek early 4, seek 2, diligently seek 2, betimes 1, misc 3." Thus, many translations used the meaning, "to search for."

ASV, "I love them that love me; And those that seek me diligently shall find me."

BBE, "Those who have given me their love are loved by me, and those who make search for me with care will get me."

JPS, "I love them that love me, and those that seek me earnestly shall find me."

Rotherham, "I love, them who love me, and, they who diligently seek me, find me:"

WEB, "I love those who love me. Those who seek me diligently will find me."

YLT, "I love those loving me, And those seeking me earnestly do find me."

Within the context of Proverbs 8:17, it means to seek the Lord as a priority in one's daily lifestyle.

Comments- This phrase refers to those who will seek him early in the day, putting the Lord first in their daily schedule. It also refers to those who put the Lord first in the early years of their life, for it is in these early years that a person"s character is so easily shaped and molded into a Godly character. It also refers to placing wisdom as a priority in our lives.

Proverbs 8:17 — Comments - When we find Wisdom of Solomon , she pours out her love to us. From Proverbs 8:13 through Proverbs 8:21, we are given a list of things that wisdom gives to us out of love. She gives us counsel, Wisdom of Solomon , understanding, strength, authority, riches, honour, and righteousness. 

What we place first in our lives is a reflection of what or whom we love. Thus, the evidence of our love for wisdom is our desire to pursue it diligently ( John 14:21-24).

John 14:21-24, "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father"s which sent me."

Proverbs 8:17 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse regarding diligence in seeking God:

Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."



Verses 18-21 

Wisdom is Found in Financial Prosperity- We will learn that wise men eventually gain wealth. Wisdom can be found in the lives of wealthy men who have put God first. The best examples of this can be seen in the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job , David and Solomon.

Proverbs 8:18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 
Proverbs 8:18 — Comments- The certainty and longevity of the "durable" riches that wisdom brings stands in contrast to the brevity of the riches that unrighteousness brings ( Proverbs 13:11).

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase."

Proverbs 8:21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures. 
Proverbs 8:21 — Comments- When we pursue Wisdom of Solomon , we receive of its fruits. God will cause His blessings to overtake us. We do not have to pursue them. Note a similar verse:

Deuteronomy 28:1-2, "And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God."



Verses 22-31 

Wisdom's Divine Characteristics are Reflected in Creation- Not only can we find wisdom's characteristics reflected in the lives of people, but we can find it in God's Creation. Proverbs 8:22-31 deals with the eternal nature of wisdom. We are told of its eternal power ( Proverbs 8:22-26) as well as its divine characteristic as godhead ( Proverbs 8:27-31). These two aspects of God's divine character are also mentioned in Romans 1:19-20. 

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

First, the testimony of creation reveals that God is all-powerful and eternal because wisdom existed before the creation of the heavens and the earth. Secondly, the testimony of creation reveals that there is a God who is overseeing His creation as the Godhead. The amazing intricacies of nature tell us that creation has a purpose and a divine Creator who is intervening in His creation to insure that it fulfills its purpose.

In the story of creation ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), we have the testimony of the Father's role as the One who has planned all things. We have the testimony of the Son's role in John 1:1-14 as the Word of God. In this passage in Proverbs 8:22-31, we have the testimony of the Holy Spirit in creation as the Wisdom and Power of God. Thus, Moses, the author of Genesis , received the greatest revelation of the Father regarding His role in creation, while John the apostle, the author of the Gospel of John , received the greatest revelation of Jesus regarding His role in creation. Song of Solomon , the author of Proverbs , received the greatest revelation of the Holy Spirit regarding His role in creation. Note that the book of Genesis is the foundational book of the Old Testament while the book of John is the foundational book of the New Testament. 

The verses in Proverbs 8:22-26 refer to a time before the heavens and the earth were created, back to the beginning of God's "way." In Proverbs 8:27-28 we see a reference to the first two days of creation as the passage contrasts the height and depth of God's creation as He establishes the heavens and the earth. Then in Proverbs 8:29, wisdom refers to the third day of creation in which the land was divided from the sea. In Proverbs 8:30-31, we see a reference to the fourth, fifth and sixth days of creation in which God made all the living creatures.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Its Eternal Power — Proverbs 8:22-26
2. Its Divine Godhead — Proverbs 8:27-31
Proverbs 8:22-26 — The Testimony of Wisdom's Eternal Power - We find from Proverbs 8:22-26 that wisdom is eternal, existing before the worlds were made. We are told that there was a time when the heavens and earth did not exist, an era before they were created. Therefore, according to the book of Proverbs , wisdom existed with God before He began to create anything. When God created, He did so with wisdom by His side ( Proverbs 8:30).

The YLT translates this passage in Proverbs to state that there were former states of the earth, "Jehovah possessed me--the beginning of His way, Before His works since then. From the age I was anointed, from the first, From former states of the earth." ( Proverbs 8:22-23)

The NIV reads, "The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, before his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began." ( Proverbs 8:22-23)

References to the Dimensions of Time and Space - Proverbs 8:22-23 refers to wisdom's role before God created the dimension of time, while Proverbs 8:24-26 refers to wisdom's role before God created the dimension of space. 

Proverbs 8:27-31 — The Testimony of Wisdom's Divine Nature as Godhead- It was by wisdom that God created the heavens and the earth. The fact that wisdom was with God in the process of creation supports the fact that God is still overseeing His creation. Thus, wisdom is a part of the Godhead. 

In Proverbs 8:27-28 we see a reference to the first two days of creation as the passage contrasts the height and depth of God's creation as He establishes the heavens and the earth. Then in Proverbs 8:29, wisdom refers to the third day of creation in which the land was divided from the sea. In Proverbs 8:30-31, we see a reference to the fourth, fifth and sixth days of creation in which God made all the living creatures.

Proverbs 8:29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: 
Proverbs 8:29 — Scripture References- Note a similar passage:

Genesis 1:9-10, "And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good."

Proverbs 8:32-36 — Choose Life or Death - Wisdom has reveals herself in society in the hearts and lives of people ( Proverbs 8:1-21) and she has revealed her eternal power and Godhead in the story of creation ( Proverbs 8:22-31). "Now therefore," one should heed here call and not reject it ( Proverbs 8:32-36). Based upon these truths set forth by Wisdom of Solomon , everyone has a choice of receiving wisdom and her blessings ( Proverbs 8:32-35) or refusing and being cursed ( Proverbs 8:32).

This passage deals with the blessings of wisdom as well as the consequences of rejecting it. Wisdom gives us a choice because God created man with a free will. In contrast, the adulteress presses her victims in order to avoid giving them a choice. This passage tells us that when man hears the voice of Wisdom of Solomon , he must make a choice whether to accept it or to reject it. He cannot remain neutral. In a similar way, just before the children of Israel entered into the Promised Land, Moses set before them the choice of life or death ( Deuteronomy 30:15).

Deuteronomy 30:15, "See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;"

Proverbs 8:32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. 
Proverbs 8:32 — "Now therefore" - Comments- Wisdom has made her call ( Proverbs 8:1-11) and then attracts us to this call by revealing its blessings ( Proverbs 8:12-21). Wisdom's basis for her claims to be able to deliver these blessings into someone's life is based upon her eternal, divine nature ( Proverbs 8:22-31). "Now therefore", one should heed here call and not reject it ( Proverbs 8:32-36).

Based upon these truths set forth by Wisdom of Solomon , everyone has a choice of receiving wisdom and her blessings ( Proverbs 8:32-35) or refusing and being cursed ( Proverbs 8:32).

Proverbs 8:32 — Comments- Wisdom will lead us into a path that is a part of God"s overall divine plan for the redemption of mankind.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-6 

Wisdom"s Invitation to Dine- The invitation to dine is given in Proverbs 9:1-6. This invitation to the simple man and to the wise man given in Proverbs 9:1-6 stands in direct contrast to the invitation being given by the harlot in Proverbs 7:6-23; Proverbs 9:13-18.

Why is such a feast given at this part of the preparation. It is because the journey is about to begin in the next chapter. The meat is given to us so that we may find strength for the journey. This meat and drink is to abide in His Word so that we will have food for the entire journey. Note that this is figurative of partaking of the Lord Jesus Christ as seen in John 6:35, "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

Historical Background- Remember that the context, or historical setting, of chapters 1-9 is found in the court of the king, who is training young men to become the wise men of his kingdom, who will rule and reign in his provinces. Very often, the king would have a banquet for his wise men in order to show them his riches and power. We see this in the opening chapter of the book of Esther.

Esther 1:3-4, "In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him: When he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days."

Thus, it is very likely that banquets were held for these young men in order to send them off into their assigned provinces. In Uganda when a student graduates from the university, the parents give him or her a party. The best food is prepared and music is organized. These parents use this party as a stepping-stone, or as a transition, for that young person to find his place in society and start the long journey of serving others in their society.

Heavenly Food in the Old Testament- We can find a similar story of a man dining on heavenly food by looking at Elijah's flight from Jezebel after the events that took place upon Mount Carmel. He fled into the wilderness and sat under a juniper tree wishing to die, but there an angel of the Lord fed him with angel's food in order to strengthen himself for the journey that lay ahead.

The Banquet in the New Testament- The invitation in Proverbs 9:1-6 is ultimately an invitation to come to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The book of Proverbs will take us to this destination if we follow the path of wisdom. Then shall be fulfilled that prophecy found in the book of Revelation regarding the marriage of the Lamb receiving His bride. Note:

Revelation 19:5-8, "And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."

Prior to the marriage of the Lamb, we see that the great whore is cast down, with her invitation to dine.

Revelation 19:1-4, "And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia."

Compare Proverbs 9:13-18, where the whore also gives man an invitation to dine. This passage is figurative of the great whore who will one day be cast down.

This invitation to a feast is also similar to the Parable of the Wedding Feast found in Matthew 22:1-14. Note also the invitation from God to a backslidden Israel during the time of Isaiah:

Isaiah 55:1-3, " Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David."

Proverbs 9:1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars: 
Proverbs 9:1 — "she hath hewn out her seven pillars" - Word Study on "pillars" - Strong says the Hebrew word "pillar" ( עַמּוּד) (H 5982) means, "a column, a stand, apiece, or a pillar," and it comes from the Hebrew verb ( עָמַד) (H 5975), which means, "to stand." This Hebrew word is used 110 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is translated as "pillar" in all but one use. 
Comments- A pillar represents something that supports and undergirds every area of our lives.

Comments- The number seven represents the divine intervention of God in the affairs of mankind throughout Scripture. It symbolizes the fact that God Himself, in His divine Wisdom of Solomon , has built this house, and not man. Many commentators say that "seven pillars" when used in Proverbs 9:1 probably denotes the concept of completeness, as seen in Proverbs 6:31. The wisdom of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ, is sufficient for our salvation and sanctification. In Proverbs 9:1 

Proverbs 6:31, "But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house."

If we look through the Scriptures for the concept of seven as it relates to Wisdom of Solomon , we do find seven spirits before the throne of God ( Revelation 1:4; Revelation 4:5), which are called the seven spirits of God.

Revelation 4:5, "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God."

Revelation 4:5, "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God."

The number seven tells us that God designs and does the work. He does it by His Spirit, whose office is to impart unto us wisdom. Note:

Zechariah 4:6, "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts."

Psalm 127:1, "(A Song of degrees for Solomon.) Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

The seven pillars in Proverbs 9:1 tell us that it is God who builds the house by His Spirit; for it says, "Wisdom hath built her house". We have a divine destiny and purpose, which is to build a house, or fulfill our destiny. This can only be done by divine Wisdom of Solomon , or, by being led by the Holy Spirit. 

It may also suggest that there are seven aspects by which wisdom operates in our lives. The book of Proverbs opens with seven virtues that are summarized throughout the book in the word "wisdom". This final call very likely refers to these opening virtues listed in Proverbs 1:2-6, which virtues are woven throughout the book.

Wisdom (H 2451) - 39 of 149 times in Proverbs

Instruction (H 4148) - 30 of 50 times in Proverbs

Understanding (H 998) - 14of 38 times in Proverbs

Wisdom (H 7919) - 13of 63times in Proverbs

Justice (H 6664) - 8 of 116 times in Proverbs

Judgment (H 4941) - 20 of 421times in Proverbs

Equity (H 4339) - 5 of 19 times in Proverbs

It could mean that there are seven phases that divine wisdom takes us through on this journey in life. There is the Father's foreknowledge consisting of predestination and calling. There is justification through Jesus Christ our Saviour. The process of sanctification by the Holy Spirit leads us through the process of indoctrination, divine service and perseverance, so that we can reach our final destination called glorification.

Or, we can easily find seven phases in the journey of preparation in chapters 1-9. Here is where the journey takes us:

1. We hear the call of wisdom — ( Proverbs 1:1-33)

2. How we answer the call of wisdom — ( Proverbs 2:1-22)

3. The Blessings of Wisdom — ( Proverbs 3:1-30)

4. Three Paths of Wisdom — ( Proverbs 4:1-27)

5. Three Paths of Destruction — ( Proverbs 5:1 to Proverbs 6:11)

6. The Characteristics of the wicked — ( Proverbs 6:12 to Proverbs 7:27)

7. The Characteristics of Wisdom — ( Proverbs 8:1-36)

Chapter 9 serves as the final call to walk in wisdom. Thus, we can consider the preparation period seen in chapters 1-9 to come in seven phases.

Peter Pett, in his work "The Use of Numbers in the Ancient Near East and In Genesis ," studies the use of numbers in the ancient world by looking at modern-day primitive tribes. He refers to the writings of the ancient Sumerians, which portrayed Sheol as having seven gates because this demonstrated their absolute impregnability. There was no way back from the underworld. The author of Proverbs may be telling us that seven pillars represents how wisdom is established by God and unchanging. Pett notes that when ancient people saw the number "seven" in literature, they did not thing as much of quantity in amount as they did the quality of the concept. 72] We see this concept in Hebrew literature with the qualitative plural, which is often used when speaking of God. His name is spelled in the plural and used with a singular verb.

72] Peter Pett, "The Use of Numbers in the Ancient Near East and in Genesis ," [on-line]; accessed 3August 2009; available from http://www.geocities.com/genesiscommentary/numbers.html; Internet.

Comments- Note that King Solomon set up two pillars in his Temple, and named them Jachin and Boaz.

1 Kings 7:21, "And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz, which means, established and strength."

Peter, James and John were considered to pillars in the Church.

Galatians 2:9, "And when James , Cephas, and John , who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision."

Paul told Timothy that the Church is the pillar and ground of truth.

1 Timothy 3:15, "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth."

Proverbs 9:1 — Comments- It is wisdom that has built her house and hewn out her seven pillars. This house was not made by the hands of man. This represents the fact that it is something that God had done as a part of His work of redemption. We find a similar description in Daniel when he interpreted the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar. In this dream stood a man with his head of gold, his breast and arms of silver, his belly and thighs of brass and his legs of iron and feet part iron and clay. But there came a stone cut without man's hands, which struck the image and crushed it to powder. This stone represented a divine work of God in which man did not participate. So is the building of this house.

Proverbs 9:2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table. 
Proverbs 9:2 — "she hath mingled her wine" - Comments- Some scholars tell us that the ancients mingled spices with their wine on special occasions in order to enhance its flavor. We see another reference to this in the Song of Songs.

Song of Solomon 8:2, "I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother"s house, who would instruct me: I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate."

Thus, spiced wine was the best that a host could offer his guests at a banquet. I once was invited to the office of the President's wife in Uganda. As I waited for her to call me into her office, the ladies served me tea. But it was not ordinary tea. They had mingled spices with it to make it taste exceptional. Song of Solomon , does God prepare for us such food and drinks.

Proverbs 9:2 — Comments- Meat and wine are eaten during times of feasts and weddings, and not normally for everyday use. The poor man lived on bread and water. But wisdom will give us God"s best every day that we serve Him and eat at His table.

Proverbs 9:3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city, 
Proverbs 9:3 — Comments- God also cried out to a rebellious people during the time of Isaiah ( Isaiah 65:2).

Isaiah 65:2, "I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;"

Proverbs 9:4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 
Proverbs 9:5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled. 
Proverbs 9:5 — Comments- Since we receive our divine calling in chapter 9, we can all find this calling in the statement, "Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled." We know that this bread and wine ultimately represent the broken body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ when He gave His life on Calvary, which gives us access to walk in fellowship with the Father. Thus, in Proverbs 9:5 we receive our divine calling, which is to walk in fellowship with the Father, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit for the Church, and under the Old Covenant, it is through the words of divine wisdom.

If our primary calling is to walk in fellowship with God, then the size of our ministry on earth is secondary. One good example of this is seen in the testimony of Jimmy Swaggart. God does not measure a man by the size of his ministry, but by the size of his heart. When Jimmy Swaggart fell into sin, Alethia Fellowship Church was one of his partners, so this church was receiving his monthly ministry tapes during this period in his ministry. In a cassette tape immediately after his fall, he gave a testimony of how he told the Lord that he had failed. The Lord replied to him that he had not failed; rather the Lord had to get some things out of his life. 73] That word from God gave him the courage to go on in the midst of failure. You see, God was more pleased with Jimmy Swaggart living a godly life in fellowship with Him than preaching in great crusades while living in sin.

73] Jimmy Swaggart, "Monthly Partner Cassette Tape," (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Jimmy Swaggart Ministries, February 1988), audiocassette.

Proverbs 9:6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.
Proverbs 9:6 — Comments- It is only through receiving this table of blessings, the bread and the wine ( Proverbs 9:5), that a fool can be set free from the traps of sin ( Proverbs 1:17) that bind a man unto death.

Proverbs 1:17, "Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives."



Verses 1-18 

Food for the Journey - Proverbs 9:1-18 gives us our final call for the journey by inviting us to dine at the table that wisdom has prepared for us. In this banquet we receive our calling, which is to eat the bread and the wine ( Proverbs 9:5). We know that this bread and wine ultimately represent the broken body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ when He gave His life on Calvary, which gives us access to walk in fellowship with the Father. Thus, in Proverbs 9:5 we receive our divine calling, which is to walk in fellowship with the Father, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit for the Church, and under the Old Covenant, it is through the words of divine wisdom.

Therefore, in this final chapter of preparation, we will revisit the two types of wisdom that man can find in this life: the wisdom of God ( Proverbs 9:1-12) and the wisdom of this world ( Proverbs 9:13-18). These two types of wisdom are personified in this chapter as two women. 

The journey is long, so wisdom now prepares food for this journey. This chapter gives the simple one an invitation to dine from the table of blessing prepared by wisdom ( Proverbs 9:2), or to accept the invitation of the wisdom of this world, personified as the foolish woman ( Proverbs 9:17). We can choose the table of blessings ( Proverbs 9:1-5) or the trap of death ( Proverbs 9:18).

This is the same call that Moses gave to the children of Israel as they were preparing for their journey into the Promised Land. They could choose life or death, blessing or cursing ( Deuteronomy 30:19).

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Moses made this declaration because the children of Israel were about to embark upon a journey that they had never been on before ( Joshua 3:4).

Joshua 3:4, "Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore."

God wanted them to know that they could find the path of blessings if they would pursue His holy commandments, which represents the voice of wisdom.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Wisdom"s Invitation to Dine — Proverbs 9:1-6
2. Fools Reject this Food — Proverbs 9:7-8
3. Those Who Fear God Receive this Food — Proverbs 9:9-12
4. Invitation From the Foolish Woman to Dine — Proverbs 9:13-18
Divine Wisdom and Earthly Wisdom Contrasted in the New Testament- We will find a similar contrast of divine wisdom and earthly Wisdom of Solomon , though not personified, in several New Testament passages ( 1 Corinthians 2:4-7, James 3:13-18).

1 Corinthians 2:4-7, "And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man"s Wisdom of Solomon , but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:"

James 3:13-18, "Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife Isaiah , there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."



Verse 7-8 

Fools Reject this Food - Proverbs 9:7-9 tells us that wisdom is not for fools, for they will reject it when it is placed before them ( Proverbs 9:7-8). This is food only for the wise man ( Proverbs 9:9-12).

Proverbs 9:7 He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.
Proverbs 9:7 — Comments- Evil men hate those who try to correct them. 

Illustrations: 
Genesis 19:7-9 - Lot tried to correct the Sodomites, and they turned against lot for evil.

1 Kings 18:17; 1 Kings 21:20 - Ahab hates Elijah's report.

1 Kings 22:24 - The false prophet scorns the prophet of God, Micaiah and smote him on the cheek.

1 Kings 22:27 - The evil king also put Micaiah in prison for speaking God's Words.

2 Chronicles 24:20-22 - King Joash has Zechariah , God's prophet, stoned.

2 Chronicles 25:15-16 - King Amaziah refuses the words from God by His prophet.

2 Chronicles 36:16 - A summary of how Israel rejected and misused God's prophets.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee."

Proverbs 15:12, "A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

Matthew 7:6, "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."

Proverbs 9:8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee.
Proverbs 9:8 — Comments- In Matthew 7:1-6 Jesus teaches us about judging our neighbour. We are to avoid being critical of our neighbour ( Proverbs 7:1-4). Instead, we are to live a lifestyle of godliness so that we can speak words of wisdom and advice into the lives of others ( Proverbs 7:5). If they reject what we have to offer, we are not to push Christian teachings into their face, lest they become offended at God's Word and further bring judgment upon themselves ( Proverbs 7:6). Rather, we are to discern their hearts and help those who will accept our ministry ( Proverbs 7:6). This is why Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and told them that he that is spiritual is to judge (or discern) all things while not being found guilty of sin and judged by others ( 1 Corinthians 2:15). That Isaiah , we are supposed to live a godly lifestyle without sin by being mature enough to be able to discern between good and evil in our lives as well as those around us.

1 Corinthians 2:15, "But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man."

Solomon made a similar statement in Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee." We are to correct those who are in error. If they are rebellious, the burden to correct them is not upon us. However, we are to have enough discernment to recognize when someone is receptive to correction, and offer such in a spirit of love. Solomon as well said, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." ( Proverbs 27:6) If we speak the truth in love when correcting others, we may initially wound someone's heart, but such wounds in the lives of the humble will quickly heal.

Illustration- The king of Israel hated Micaiah for his true prophecy from God.

1 Kings 22:8, "And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one Prayer of Manasseh , Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so." 

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

Proverbs 27:6, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful."

Matthew 7:6, "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."



Verses 9-12 

Those who Fear God Receive this Food- Wisdom is for those who fear God and not for the fool. This platter will serve instruction, teaching, learning and the fear of the Lord. Its dessert will be a sound mind, a long life and prosperity. 

Proverbs 9:9 Give instruction to a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will be yet wiser: teach a just Prayer of Manasseh , and he will increase in learning.
Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.
Proverbs 9:10 — Comments- In his book The Call Rick Joyner is told, "Obedience in the fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom of Solomon , but the fullness of wisdom is to obey because of your love for God." 74] For example, when I was a child, I ate my vegetables out of fear of punishment. Today, I eat them because I have grown to love them.

74] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 61.

Proverbs 9:10 — Comments- Proverbs 9:10 is a signpost on the journey. The first nine chapters of Proverbs have been for preparing for the journey, thus the beginning of wisdom. This lengthy passage opens and closes with this verse. Note:

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

Proverbs 9:11 For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased. 
Proverbs 9:12 If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it. 
Proverbs 9:12 — Comments- We find a similar statement in Revelation 22:1, which tells us that we alone will bear our rewards. We cannot get these blessings or go to Heaven on the faith of others.

Revelation 22:11, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still."



Verses 13-18 

Invitation From the Foolish Woman to Dine - Proverbs 9:13-17 gives us the final call of the foolish woman to come and dine. This passage also gives wisdom"s final warning before the journey begins ( Proverbs 9:18).

Why would the lengthy introduction of Proverbs 1-9 spend so much time describing and warning the readers about the harlot, both here and in Proverbs 6:20 to Proverbs 7:27? Perhaps because this is the one area that trapped and deceived Song of Solomon , the wisest man that ever lived. It is one of the areas that most often trap young men.

Proverbs 9:13 A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing. 
Proverbs 9:14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city, 
Proverbs 9:15 To call passengers who go right on their ways: 
Proverbs 9:16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 
Proverbs 9:17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 
Proverbs 9:17 — "Stolen waters are sweet" - Comments- Something stolen is something that violates God's divine laws. A person breaks the law by stealing. Thus, when we chose to pursue the things of this world by violating God's divine laws of sowing and reaping, we get things that are "stolen", or we get things that have been obtained illegally. 

Most sources of water came from wells, which belonged to individuals. Therefore, these wells were sources of strife and contention with those who claimed the ownership. This verse alludes to the fact that stolen water was sweeter than water from common wells that was gotten without difficulty. Illustration: 

Genesis 26:19-22, "And Isaac"s servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac"s herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him. And they digged another well, and strove for that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah. And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land."

Proverbs 9:17 — "and bread eaten in secret is pleasant" - Word Study on "bread" - Strong says the Hebrew word "bread" ( לֶחֶם) (H 3899) means, "food, bread, grain."

Word Study on "eaten in secret" - The Hebrew word "eaten in secret" is ( סְתָרִים), the plural of ( סֵתֶר) (H 5643), and it means, "covering." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 36 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "secret 12, secretly 9, covert 5, secret place 3, hiding place 2, backbiting 1, covering 1, disguiseth 1, privily 1, protection 1."

Comments- The Hebrew phrase literally reads, "bread of secret (is) pleasant," thus "hidden bread is pleasant."

NIV, "food eaten in secret"

Rotherham, "a secret mean"

A most basic meal would consist of bread and water, which are both mentioned in this verse. The meal is figurative of devouring substance that belongs to someone else. Thus being stolen, it had to be devoured in secret.

Proverbs 9:17 — Comments- Proverbs 9:17 is simply saying that sin brings pleasure to the fleshly makeup of Prayer of Manasseh , but only for a season, until divine judgment comes. The author of Hebrews calls it "the pleasures of sin," which is but for a season ( Hebrews 11:25).

Hebrews 11:25, "Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;"

Proverbs 20:17 tells us that same thing, that the bread of deceit is sweet at first, but brings its bitter rewards at a later date.

Proverbs 20:17, "Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel."

This meal is offered to those who refuse to dine with wisdom in Proverbs 9:1-6. This meal is for the fool, though he does not know that it will cause him death. It is interesting to note that Satan is constantly trying to get mankind to seek things without following the divine laws of sowing and reaping. Satan makes people think that they can violate God's laws and get by with it, but God's laws work to being judgment as well as blessings. 

Note that wisdom invites us to dine on meat and wine, which is the food of a king. When we serve the Lord, He gives us His best. In contrast, the foolish woman can only offer simple bread and water. The world cannot offer us the best because it is not able to match the blessings that God gives His children. Therefore, the strange woman tells us that her meal is pleasant and good. The world packages its meal to look attractive, when in fact, it is simple and unfulfilling. The world calls its meals "stolen" and "sweet" in order to add an appeal to something that lacks appeal. This is deceitful bread and water, and not the water that God gives so we will never thirst again.

Proverbs 9:17 — Illustration- As a college student, I attended the University of Florida in central Florida. On day in 1977, on a long trip returning from Miami to Gainesville, we pulled over by the side of the road, ran into an orange grove, and filled the back of the car with stolen oranges. As a youth, it was exciting to have stolen something and eaten it secretly in our apartment back on campus. We even purchased an automatic orange juice squeezer to make orange juice from all of those oranges that we could not eat. It would have been cheaper for us to have gone to the grocery store and bought the orange juice. But the thrill of an adventure was in our hearts, and consuming "stolen waters" was more exciting. 

As in the Garden of Eden, the forbidden fruit appears more tasty that the fruit of all of the other trees which were freely given to Adam and Eve.

Proverbs 9:18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.
Proverbs 9:18 — Comments- If we will just go out her back door and look into her backyard, it will be found to be a graveyard and not the paradise of pleasure that she has promised. 

Illustration- The billboard along the road in Kampala, Uganda advertises Nile Beer. It shows the picture of a bottle of beer with a pretty girl standing beside it. The idea is to get men to purchase such beer believing that this lifestyle brings pretty girls. The trick is to repackage the offer of "bread and water" so that it appeals to the passions of such men. Song of Solomon , these deceived men go to the nightclubs and drink this beer while looking for such women. Some women attend these nightclubs hoping to find a relationship with a man; but relationships are far from the mind of these men. In the newspaper, an article describes one lady returning home late one night from such a club. She was assaulted outside her home and raped as a result of the men she had been hanging out with at the club. However, this nightclub did not want its named mentioned in the newspaper that described this tragedy, since it will hurt its reputation. This game is played out every day in a society. The "strange woman" markets her goods by repackaging them into an attractive offer, so that her victims do not know that it leads to the depths of hell.

Proverbs 9:18 — Illustration- The end of Samson began when he went in to the harlot.

Judges 16:1, "Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her."

Conclusion to Proverbs 1:1 to Proverbs 9:18 - Why is this section the longest one in the book of Proverbs? Perhaps the reason lies in the fact that man's daily walk in wisdom requires him to constantly recognize and hear wisdom's call in order to make the right decisions each day. In a similar way, the longest section in the book of Ecclesiastes is the section on indoctrination, which lists practical wisdom to fear God ( Proverbs 7:1 to Proverbs 11:8), since the underlying theme of the book is the keeping of God's commandments in the fear of the Lord. Thus, the Preacher takes the time to list these commandments. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1 

Introduction - Proverbs 10:1 serves as an introduction to Solomon's first collection of proverbs ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16). Figuratively, this verse symbolizes the sending out of the young man into his spiritual journey in life, having answered the call to pursue divine wisdom.

Proverbs 10:1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 
Proverbs 10:1 — "The proverbs of Solomon" - Comments- This superscription, or title, appears in the opening of the book. As Solomon has written the first nine chapters as an introduction to prepare the reader to receive his words of Wisdom of Solomon , he now provides a title for the beginning of these words of wisdom.

Proverbs 1:1, "The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;"

Note also:

Proverbs 25:1, "These are also proverbs of Song of Solomon , which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out."

Proverbs 10:1 — "A wise son maketh a glad father" - Word Study on "glad" - Strong says the Hebrew word "glad" ( שָׂמַח) (H 8055) is a primitive root that means, "to brighten up," thus, "to be blithe, or gleesome." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 152times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "rejoice 95, glad 45, joy 5, joyful 2, merry 2, misc 3."

Scripture Reference- Note similar verses on this subject in the book of Proverbs , where a son makes his parents glad:

Proverbs 15:20, "A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother."

Proverbs 23:15-16, "My Song of Solomon , if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things."

Proverbs 23:24-25, "The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice."

Proverbs 29:3, "Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance."

Proverbs 10:1 — "but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother" - Word Study on "heaviness" - Strong says the Hebrew word "heaviness" ( תּוּגָה) (H 8424) means, "depression, grief." The Enhanced Strong says it is used four times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "heaviness 3, sorrow 1."

Scripture Reference- Note similar proverbs on this subject in the book of Proverbs , where a son grieves his parents:

Proverbs 17:21, "He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath no joy."

Proverbs 17:25, "A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him."

Proverbs 19:13, "A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping."

Proverbs 29:15, "The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame."

Proverbs 10:1 — Comments- In God"s eyes, wisdom begins in the home. According to the Mosaic Law, the Jewish parents were required to train up their children in the ways of God. 

Deuteronomy 4:10, "Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children."

Deuteronomy 6:7, "And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

Deuteronomy 11:19, "And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

Those who failed to follow God"s divine laws reaped the consequences. One of the effects of negligence to the Law was to have the children go astray in rebellion and foolishness. Therefore, if parents give their children a nice home, a good education, but neglect to teach them the fear of God, they have raised a fool. The comfort of parents in their later years will depend largely upon their children"s relationship to God.

The entire book of Proverbs will be spent contrasting the wise man with the fool. The fool is not someone who is mentally deficient, but rather a person whose heart is rebellious towards the things of God. For example, in Luke 12:16-20, the rich man was intelligent enough to gather great wealth, but in God eyes, he was considered a fool.

A young child instinctively tries to please his parents. This gives the parents the advantage of being able to train the children in the way that they chose. There will come a time when the children are grown up and have to make independent decisions. But God placed within a child the instinct to please the parents in these early years of learning.

When a young Prayer of Manasseh , or a woman, first leaves home, they carry these close relationships of their parents with them. When we begin a journey on the path of wisdom as young adults, it requires that we leave home to become what God has called us to be. On this new and exciting venture in life, we will instinctively look by to our training at home and try to please our parents, as we have done so while living under their authority as children.

So naturally, the first proverb in this book deals with the issue of pleasing the parents. This is the characteristic of a child"s earliest behavior. The longing for home, with much homesickness, is the first experience of a young person"s journey away from home.

I can see the young man"s father giving his last words to his Song of Solomon , as he sends him off to college. He says, " Song of Solomon , remember the wisdom that I have taught you and make me a proud father. And remember, do not grieve your mother by doing foolish thing."

Every parent wants to see his child succeed. This is what makes his heart glad. Wise parents learn to guide their children safely along life's journey, knowing each child is uniquely gifted with a purpose and divine destiny. It is difficult enough for a person to fulfill his life's destiny, but almost impossible without parental support.

Why does Proverbs 10:1 separate the joy and heaviness between a father and a mother? Do not both parents suffer when their child makes the wrong decisions? Sadly, in many homes where only one parent is born-again, the training of righteousness becomes the job of the godly parent, while the ungodly parent neglects this responsibility. Thus, in this household, it is primarily the godly parent that either rejoices or grieves with the child and not both parents together. 



Verses 1-9 

Many commentators say that the individual proverbs in this book of the Holy Bible lack order; but, God is a God of order ( 1 Corinthians 14:40), as we are about to see.

1 Corinthians 14:40, "Let all things be done decently and in order."

Even the book of Proverbs has an order. This order is patterned like our lives. When we go through our day, it may appear to be a series of random events with no particular order; but the Scriptures tell us that a righteous man's steps are ordered by the Lord. Our day is ordered by the Lord ( Psalm 37:23) and we are to find His purpose in each day by seeking His face. The proverbs are organized in just such a way as we live our lives.

Psalm 37:23, "The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way."

The Lord will bring certain events into our lives to test us in order to train us and prepare us for future events that are on this journey. 

When a young man first leaves home, his thoughts are on pleasing his parents ( Proverbs 10:1). Proverbs 10:2-3 deal with material possessions. A young man"s initial instinct as he journeys from home is to provide for himself. He is determined to survive, and to no longer depend upon his parents for support. Therefore, he quickly sees the wealth of the sinner as he struggles to make it on his own ( Proverbs 10:2); but, he must remember that God will provide for His children ( Proverbs 10:3).

Proverbs 10:4-5 deal with the physical body. The young man is taught that material provisions come through hard work and not through laziness ( Proverbs 10:4), but wise planning must be used as the earnings of his labour produce wealth ( Proverbs 10:5).

Proverbs 10:6-7 deal with the character of a person. We see the blessings and honour that come from a noble character, and the curses of the wicked. The young man sees that there is a greater value beyond material prosperity, and that is a good name. This good name comes only to those of a noble character. This section is about the soul, the mind, the will and the emotions of a Prayer of Manasseh , which produce this noble character.

Proverbs 10:8-9 deal with the heart of man. A noble character is developed in a person who has a heart that receives commandments ( Proverbs 10:8). There is much security in walking upright before God and man ( Proverbs 10:9). 

Therefore, we see in Proverbs 10:2-9 that the order of discussion is on finances (2-3), the body (4-5), the soul (6-7) and the spirit of man (8-9). In contrast, Proverbs 3:3-12 has listed these same four topics in reverse order, first the heart, then the soul, the body and finances. We see this order also followed in 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Why is this order reversed in the passage of Proverbs 10:2-9? Perhaps because this is the order in which the young man perceives them in his initial quest for a meaning in life. 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Introduction — Proverbs 10:1
2. Finances — Proverbs 10:2-3
3. The Physical Body — Proverbs 10:4-5 

4. The Mind of Man — Proverbs 10:6-7
5. The Heart of Man — Proverbs 10:8-9


Verses 1-16 

Justification: Solomon"s First Collection (375 Sayings) 75] - The first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs serve as an introductory call from wisdom. In this introduction, we are exhorted to hear wisdom"s cry (chapter 1), and we are told how to find wisdom by putting it first in our lives (chapter 2). We are told of the blessings of finding wisdom (chapter 3) in contrast to the dangers of hearkening unto the call of the wicked and the harlot. We are shown how wisdom transforms our lives by learning the three paths of wisdom for the heart, mind and body of man (chapter 4). This is contrasted with three paths of destruction (chapters 5-6). We are shown the characteristics of the wicked man and the adulterous woman (chapters 6-7). Then, we are shown the excellence of wisdom and its characteristics (chapter 8). In conclusion, we have an invitation from wisdom to take food for the journey, with a choice to eat the stolen bread of the adulteress (chapter 9). The better we are able to understand the introduction of Proverbs , the better we will be able to understand its teachings in the rest of the book. 

75] Sailhamer says that there are 375 proverbs in Solomon's First Collection ( to 22:16), which equals the numerical value of Solomon's Hebrew name. In addition, he says there are 611laws listed in the Pentateuch, which equals the numerical value of the Hebrew word "Torah" ( תורה). He adds that the laws listed in the "Covenant Codes" ( Exodus 21:1-23:12) are 42 (7 x 6), which was in intentional multiple of seven. His point is that such numerical coincidences reflect deliberate composition by the ancient Jewish scribes, and concludes that the laws, as well as the statutes, were not intended to be exhaustive. See John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 257.

Once we have chosen the path of Wisdom of Solomon , we are ready to continue on in the book of Proverbs. The next section of this book Isaiah 10:1 thru Proverbs 22:16. This is referred to as Solomon"s First Collection. This section is characterized by the fact that each verse contains individual truths that stand alone. They are practical truths that form a couplet. In chapter 10, we are given the choice to answer wisdom's call to follow her by either obeying her words, or by disobeying her words and becoming the fool.

We now leave our preparation, which is compared to leaving our home and our parents. We now take a path on the journey of life. However, a quick observation of the following chapters shows us a list of randomly collected Proverbs , which have no apparent relationship to one another, unlike the first nine chapters. However, if we look carefully, we will see signposts along this path of life. The introduction of chapters 1-9 began and ended with signposts. These signposts are found in Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10.

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

Proverbs 9:10, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding."

The fear of the Lord will be our signpost throughout the book of Proverbs. The first nine chapters are an introduction, or beginning, to this path of life. This is why these first two signposts use the phrase, "beginning of knowledge and wisdom."

If there is a beginning, then there is a journey; and if a journey, then a destination. These signposts will take us to our destination, which is to become like our Lord and Saviour, Christ Jesus, or we could say to walk in the fullness of Christ. We will liken this journey to John Bunyan"s book Pilgrim"s Progress, where the character named Christian made his way to the Eternal City. 76] Just as Pilgrim's Progress is an allegorical story of a person's journey to Heaven, so is the book of Proverbs a proverbial journey to Heaven.

76] George Offor, ed, The Works of John Bunyan, 3vols. (Edinburgh: Blackie and Song of Solomon , 1855).

Now, let us look for other signposts as we launch out on this journey in life. Note that the phrase "the fear of the Lord" is used throughout the book of Proverbs:

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

Proverbs 13:13, "Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

Proverbs 14:2, "He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him."

Proverbs 14:16, "A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident."

Proverbs 14:26, "In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge."

Proverbs 14:27, "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death."

Proverbs 15:16, "Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith."

Proverbs 15:33, "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."

Proverbs 16:6, "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil."

Proverbs 19:23, "The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil."

Proverbs 22:4, "By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life."

Proverbs 23:17, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long."

Proverbs 24:21, "My Song of Solomon , fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:"

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

Each of these signposts has been planted within a group of proverbs that emphasizes the subject related to that particular signpost. For example, Proverbs 10:27 tells us that the fear of the Lord gives us a long life. This proverb has been placed within a group of verses that largely deal with a long life ( Proverbs 10:24 to Proverbs 11:22). Thus, we can ask ourselves if we are walking in these blessings of long life, or in a life of problems. If our life is blessed in this way, we are on the journey. However, if we find problems in our life that are not in God's plan for us, then we have strayed off the path. 

Proverbs 13:13 tells us of the rewards of fearing the Lord. This proverb is placed within a group of verses that refer to prosperity. Thus, we must check our life to see if the blessing of prosperity is operating in our life. 

Proverbs 22:4 reminds us of the many blessings of Wisdom of Solomon , which are given in chapter 3. Thus, we can know while we are on the journey if we are still on the path of wisdom. We know this because the blessings of wisdom will be seen in our lives. If we find the curses in our lives, then we know that we have erred from the path of wisdom. This is how these signposts keep us on the right path.

These signposts symbolize the way in which the Lord guides our lives; for it is by the fear of the Lord that we make the decision to follow the path of wisdom. Without this fear, we may know the right decision, but as Song of Solomon , we would err from the journey by failing to adhere to wisdom. 

On a daily basis God will give us enough light for our daily needs. This can be called our "daily bread" ( Matthew 6:11).

Matthew 6:11, "Give us this day our daily bread."

This daily bread gives us enough light to guide our short steps. But there are certain times when the Lord will intervene in our life and show us enough light to see farther down the path. When we face major decisions or changes in our life, God will often speak to us or reveal Himself to us in a supernatural way and show us the right path. During these times, we are able to look back and look ahead and see a bigger picture of God's plan for our lives. This is the way that God guided Jacob on special occasions, and this is the way that I have experienced the Lord's guidance during major changes in my life. We can see this two-fold method of guidance in Psalm 119:105, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." The book of Proverbs symbolizes these occasions by planting signposts along the journey. 

There are also warning signs along this journey. These warning signs symbolize those times when God gives us correction and discipline in order to keep us from straying from the path of life. As on a public highway, we must learn to heed the warning signs that tell us of dangers ahead, as well as the information signs that tell us where we are located. These signposts are warnings that tell us not to seek the richest, not to pursue the honor, or to pamper the flesh. Instead, we are to pursue the virtues, and not the blessings that come from these virtues. Some examples of these warnings are:

Proverbs 11:28, "He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch."

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase."

Proverbs 18:12, "Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility."

Proverbs 23:5, "Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven." 

Proverbs 29:23, "A man"s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit."

Wisdom cries out in the busiest places in society. She cries out in the crowded streets. She lifts up her voice in the major places where people meet and in the gates of the city. This is because wisdom speaks through other people. It speaks through situations around you. Life itself becomes a classroom, and wisdom in the teacher. Thus, in the book of Proverbs , we are shown different types of people in order to learn divine wisdom. Listen, and you will hear.

Regarding the hundreds of individual proverbs that we encounter on this path, there appears to be no organized manner in which they are presented us. This is because in the journey of life, our encounters with the wise man and the fool appear to come in the same random order.

When we look at Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33, we see a similarity in all of these proverbs. They all give us a one-verse contrast between the wise man and the fool. This means that in every decision we make in life, we either make a wise decision, or a foolish one. There is no way to straddle the fence in making decisions. Then we see a signpost in Proverbs 15:33.

Proverbs 15:33, "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."

This verse says that the fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom. In Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10, we are told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. This is because the first nine chapters are a preparation, or beginning, of the journey. But here in Proverbs 15:33, we are in a phase of the journey called "the instruction of wisdom". We have been learning to identify the wise man and the fool under the instruction of these one-verse contrasts between these two people. Let me give a clear illustration. When my oldest daughter would sit on my lap, we would sometimes to Bible studies together. At the age of four, she began to ask me simple questions. "Daddy, is this person bad or good." I would reply, "David was good, and Goliath was bad. The prophet Samuel was good, but King Saul was bad." I would then explain, "Samuel was good because he obeyed God. Saul was bad because he tried to kill David." This became my child's first lesson about the wise man verses the fool. It is in this same pattern that God first teaches us how to identify the wise man and the fool as we journey through Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33.

There are other signposts within this lengthy passage of Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33. One signpost is found in Proverbs 10:27.

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

This signpost is planted within a passage of Scriptures that deals with the longevity of the righteous verses the brevity of the wicked ( Proverbs 10:24 thru Proverbs 11:22). Thus, this verse promises long life to those who fear the Lord.

A second signpost within Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33 is found in Proverbs 13:13.

Proverbs 13:13, "Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

This signpost is placed within a group of verses ( Proverbs 13:1-25) that deal largely with the issue of financial blessings from the Lord. Thus, it promises a reward to those who fear the Lord.

In Proverbs 14:26-27, we see a signpost that refers to an abundant life. These two verses are placed within a group of proverbs that deal with one's understanding of circumstances around him.

JFB notes that the parallelisms of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 are mostly antithetic, that Isaiah , sayings that contrast values in life. They contrast the wise man to the fool. However, the couplets in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16 are synthetic. That Isaiah , these synthetic sayings in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16 are different in that they are one-verse proverbs that explain one another. The second part of the couplet further explains and builds its thoughts upon the first part of the couplet.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Justification: Antithetic Proverbs — Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33
2. Indoctrination: Synthetic Proverbs — Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16


Verses 1-27 

Justification: The Journey to a Place of Rest ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 29:27) - In Proverbs 10-29 we find a new emphasis regarding our spiritual journey in life. We have heard the call of wisdom in the first nine chapters. Now we have to make the choice to follow the path of Wisdom of Solomon , or the path of the fool. It is our decision to pursue wisdom that will justify us before God. Thus, the underlying theme of Proverbs 10-29 is our justification before God the Father, while the final chapter brings us to a place of rest, which is the destination for man's spiritual journey in life.

Throughout Proverbs 10-29 we encounter hundreds of individual proverbs that appear to have no organized arrangement in which they are presented us. This is because in the journey of life, our encounters with the wise man and the fool appear to come in the same random order. However, God has placed all things in His divine order. When we read individual Proverbs , they appear to be randomly assembled, but if we will step back and look at them as a whole or in groups, we can see an order. These proverbs are clearly grouped together by themes, such as a pure heart, the tongue, a long life, and wealth. In the same way, the circumstances that we face in our daily lives appear to have no particular order. We see very little of God's hand in our lives in a single day, but when we step back and look as our lives over the months or years, we very clearly see God's sovereign hand at working in our lives. We recognize that He is divinely orchestrating His purpose and plan for our lives. This is the way that the verses in the book of Proverbs are arranged.

We have seen that Proverbs 1-9, about one third of the book, is man's call to follow the path of wisdom. Thus, about one third of the book of Proverbs is an introduction, or a preparation, for the rest of this book. Why is that so? We know that Solomon was chosen to be the successor to the throne at his birth. Therefore, he received many years of training under King David for this great task. Even today, we spent the first twenty years of our lives going to school and training for a profession, which is about one third of our lives. We spend the next two thirds of our lives building upon these twenty years of preparation. In our lives, we spend the first twenty years in preparation, the next twenty years sowing, and the last twenty years reaping what we have sown. This is why these years seem to be turning points in many people"s lives. This was the pattern in King Solomon"s life of preparation and growing in Wisdom of Solomon , and this is the pattern found in the book of Proverbs. It is important to note that a season of preparation is something that God has designed and instituted in the human life. He created every human being with the capacity to be shaped and molded through a training process. We often use the term "brainwashing" in a negative sense to refer to a person who has been programmed to think in a negative way; but proper training also reprograms the mind and prepares an individual for the tasks of life. Our human make-up of the spirit, soul, and body were designed to receive training before practical application and abundant living can be achieved. 

Although we will study these Proverbs , we will find ourselves falling short of fulfilling them in our everyday lives. None of us has walked flawlessly in obedience to any single proverb. Therefore, each individual proverb reveals God's standard of righteousness, pointing us to Jesus, who alone fulfilled this divine standard in our behalf. In this sense, this collection of proverbs is a collection of redemptive Proverbs , revealing our need for a Redeemer, who alone fulfilled every proverb.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Justification: Solomon's First Collection — Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16
2. Divine Service: Sayings of the Wise — Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34
3. Perseverance: Solomon"s Second Collection by Hezekiah — Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 29:27


Verses 1-33 

Justification: Solomon's First Collection of Proverbs (Antithetic Proverbs - Wisdom verses Foolishness) - The proverbs contained in chapters 10 through 15 are located within Solomon's First Collection of Proverbs. Almost all of these proverbs are similar in that they contrast the wise man with the fool, or good versus evil. 77] This means that in every decision we make in life, we either make a wise decision or a foolish one, a good one or a bad one. It will either bring us into a position of right standing with God, or separate us from God. There is no way to straddle the fence in making decisions. Thus, the primary theme of this passage in Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 is our justification before God. On our spiritual journey in life, we can most closely compare it to our justification through Jesus Christ our Lord. In other words, this group of proverbs provides a definition of true righteousness before God in the same way that the Sermon on the Mount expounds upon righteousness before God.

77] Graeme Goldsworthy also suggests that the contrast of righteousness with wickedness is being emphasized in this section when he says, " Proverbs 10 is a collection of sayings that mainly contrast wise and foolish behavior or, alternatively, righteous and wicked behavior. It would appear that these two pairs of opposites are synonymous. There is a cumulative effect to this chapter that works on the assumption of the character of God as the basis of assessing what is wise and righteous." See Graeme Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture (Michigan: Eerdmans, 2000), 189.

Also woven within Proverbs 10:1 through Proverbs 15:33 we can see smaller groups of proverbs that have been collected together with similar themes. It is important to note that not all of the proverbs within a collection listed above are about the same theme. This is because each day that the Lord guides us, he gives us a variety of wisdom on our place. We do not receive a one-course meal, although we are going through a season of learning a lesson on a particular subject.

Within this passage we see four major topics, which are long life ( Proverbs 10:27), riches ( Proverbs 13:13), abundant life ( Proverbs 14:26-27) and honor ( Proverbs 15:33). Thus, we see a reference to the heart, soul, body and finances of man. These topics will later be summarized in Proverbs 22:4, as this learning phase of the journey comes to an end. Thus, the secondary theme of this passage of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33 is how wisdom and foolishness is reflected in the four-fold aspect of a man's life.

Proverbs 22:4, "By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life."

Also woven within Proverbs 10:2 through Proverbs 15:33 we can see smaller groups of proverbs that have been collected together with similar themes. These proverbs are groups by the same four-fold themes running throughout the book of Proverbs , which are the themes of the heart, of the tongue, of the labour of the body and of wealth. For example, 

Proverbs 10:1-9 - Let your heart guide you

Proverbs 10:10-32 - The Tongue

Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22 - Long life

Proverbs 11:24-31 - Wealth gained by sowing and reaping

Proverbs 12:1-12 - The Righteous heart

Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5 - The Righteous tongue

Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4 - Diligence

Proverbs 13:1-25 - Wealth gained by a righteous heart, guarding the tongue and diligence in work

Proverbs 14:1-35 - The Mind- Understanding must guide our decisions

Proverbs 15:1-33 - A Merry Heart

It is important to note that not all of the proverbs within a collection are about the same theme. For example, we will find a proverb about our mental, physical or financial wellbeing mingled within a group of verses that deals with our spiritual wellbeing. This is because each day that the Lord guides us, he gives us a variety of wisdom on our place. We do not receive a one-course meal, although we are going through a season of learning a lesson on a particular subject. Thus, wisdom offers us wine that is "mingled" as described in Proverbs 9:2.

Notes that these sections breaks are not distinct in that they overlap one another. This overlap represents the aspect of man's spiritual journey in which God takes man through phases of learning that overlap.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Let your heart guide you — Proverbs 10:1-9
2. The Tongue — Proverbs 10:10-32
3. Long life — Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22
4. Wealth gained by sowing and reaping — Proverbs 11:24-31
5. The Righteous heart — Proverbs 12:1-12
6. The Righteous tongue — Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5
7. Diligence — Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4
8. Wealth by a right heart, guarded the tongue, & diligent work — Proverbs 13:1-25
9. The Mind- Understanding must guide our decisions — Proverbs 14:1-35
10. A Merry Heart — Proverbs 15:1-33
Signposts- Woven within the themes of this passage are signposts that help us to identify these themes. On this part of the journey, we find four main signposts:

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

Proverbs 13:13, "Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

Proverbs 14:27, "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death."

Proverbs 15:33, "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."

These four signposts tell us that the fear of the Lord will give to us. Perhaps they refer to the four aspects of our wellbeing.

1. A long life ( Proverbs 10:27) — Our physical wellbeing

2. A reward ( Proverbs 13:13) — Our financial wellbeing

3. A fountain of life ( Proverbs 14:27) — Our spiritual wellbeing

4. Instruction and Honour ( Proverbs 15:33) — Our mental wellbeing

We know that we will receive these blessings if we follow the path of wisdom (see Proverbs 3:2). 

Proverbs 3:2, "For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee."

We can see that a long life refers to the body, a reward refers to prosperity, a fountain of life refers to abundant life in our hearts, and instruction and honour reflects the character of a Prayer of Manasseh , which is revealed in his mind, will and emotions. Thus, this passage of Scripture deals again with the spirit, soul, body and finances in our lives.

Proverbs 10:10-21 deals primarily with the tongue. Of the 12verses in this passage, 8 deal directly with the words of our mouth. This is because our words set in motion the course of our lives.

First Signpost- Proverbs 10:24 to Proverbs 11:22 deals primarily with the theme of living a long life. Of these 33verses, 18 of them deal directly with the issue of living a long life, or being cut off (see Proverbs 10:25; Proverbs 10:27-30; Proverbs 11:3-9; Proverbs 11:11; Proverbs 11:14-15; Proverbs 11:17; Proverbs 11:19; Proverbs 11:21). Thus, the signpost that summarizes the theme of this passage is found in Proverbs 10:27, which theme is to follow the path of Wisdom of Solomon , and we will live a long life on this earth. Note:

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

This signpost is planted within a passage of Scriptures that deals with the longevity of the righteous verses the brevity of the wicked ( Proverbs 10:24 thru Proverbs 11:22). Thus, this verse promises long life to those who fear the Lord. 

Proverbs 11:23-31 deals entirely with the issue of sowing and reaping. All nine verses clearly address this subject. 

Second Signpost- A second signpost within this passage is found in Proverbs 13:13.

Proverbs 13:13, "Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

This signpost is placed within a group of verses ( Proverbs 13:1-25) that deal largely with the issue of prosperity and financial blessings from the Lord. Thus, the signpost that summarizes the theme of this passage is found in Proverbs 13:13, which theme is to follow the path of Wisdom of Solomon , and we will be rewarded with prosperity from the Lord.

Third Signpost- In Proverbs 14:26-27, we see a signpost that refers to an abundant life. These two verses are placed within a group of proverbs that deal with the heart of a man.

Fourth Signpost- We see another signpost in Proverbs 15:33.

Proverbs 15:33, "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."

Instruction and honor emphasize the mind of a man. This verse is found within a group of verses that place emphasis upon man's mind. However, this closing verse also identifies the underlying theme of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33. Proverbs 15:33 says that the fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom. In Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10, we were told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. This is because the first nine chapters are a preparation, or beginning, of the journey. But here in Proverbs 15:33, we are in a phase of the journey called "the instruction of wisdom". We have been learning to identify the wise man and the fool under the instruction of these one-verse contrasts between these two people. Let me give a clear illustration. When my oldest daughter would sit on my lap, we would sometimes to Bible studies together. At the age of four, she began to ask me simple questions. "Daddy, is this person bad or good?" I would reply, "David was good, and Goliath was bad; the prophet Samuel was good, but King Saul was bad." I would then explain, "Samuel was good because he obeyed God; Saul was bad because he tried to kill David." This became my child's first lesson about the wise man verses the fool. It is in this same pattern that God first teaches us how to identify the wise man and the fool as we journey through Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33.



Verse 2-3 

Finances - Proverbs 10:2-3 deal with material possessions. A young man"s initial instinct as he journeys from home is to provide for himself. He is determined to survive, and to no longer depend upon his parents for support. Therefore, he quickly sees the wealth of the sinner as he struggles to make it on his own ( Proverbs 10:2). However,, he must remember that God will provide for His children ( Proverbs 10:3).

Illustration- I will never forget the summer of 1975. My father left my mother and us children in July 1975. I had just graduated from high school and just been accepted to the University of Florida. When Dad left, fear gripped my heart as I wondered how our remaining family was going to make it financially. However, mother was strong in faith. I went on to college with some small summer savings, enough to take me through a few weeks of college. By a miracle, I received one-hundred percent financial aid before my money ran out. Mother worked hard with a minimum wage Job , and later found a good job in a local bank. She would spend the next twenty-five years on this job. God was faithful, and we did not famish.

Proverbs 10:2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.
Proverbs 10:2 — Comments- When a young man sets out on his own, he enters a new world of experiences that he has never known at home under his parent"s guidance. He sees people doing great things and possessing great treasures. A young"s man"s desire to become like his new peers and to please them, as he has always done with his parents, can be a strong impulse. 

But here is one of his earliest tests of wisdom. He must now learn how to obtain possessions in this life. He now has a choice. He can choose to seek after earthly treasures, or he can choose to pursue righteousness. If he chooses to seek earthly treasures the way the wicked seek them, he will find a great loss, for he will leave the path of wisdom. If he chooses to pursue righteousness, he will remain on the path of wisdom.

He has heard this warning from his father before in Proverbs 1:10-19. He knows that the wicked will entice him with the pursuit of great possessions. 

Proverbs 1:13-14, "We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:"

He has been told that their end is destruction. 

Proverbs 1:19, "So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof."

Thus, this proverb explains that wicked treasures profit nothing, but rather, they lead to death. The ability to make the right choice here largely depends upon the training that the young man received in his parent"s home.

My pastor says that sin will take you further than you planned to go and it will cost you more than you planned to pay.

In the times of Noah, even rich men perished. Only Noah and His family lived, and this was because of the righteousness of Noah. Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 11:4, "Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death."

Proverbs 10:3 The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked. 
Proverbs 10:3 — Comments- As we see the material prosperity of the wicked, we must be reminded that God will provide for His children. God will not allow us to famish. The path of the righteous is a walk of faith. 

Psalm 37:25, "I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."

In contrast, the wealth of the wicked will be short lived. It will be quickly taken away. 

Proverbs 13:11, "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase."

Proverbs 10:3 reveals the divine intervention of God in both the provision of the righteous and in the lack of the wicked.

Proverbs 10:3 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 10:24, "The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted."

Proverbs 10:28, "The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish."



Verse 4-5 

The Physical Body - Proverbs 10:4-5 deal with the physical body. The young man is taught that material provisions come through hard work and not through laziness ( Proverbs 10:4). Wise planning must be used as the earnings of his labour produce wealth ( Proverbs 10:5).

Proverbs 10:4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
Proverbs 10:4 — Word Study on "hand….hand" - Two different Hebrew words are translated "hand" in Proverbs 10:4.

First Use- Strong says the Hebrew word "hand" ( כַּף) (H 3709) means, "the hollow hand or palm." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 192times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hand 128, spoon 24, sole 19, palm 5, hollow 3, handful 2, apiece 1, branches 1, breadth + 040961, clouds 1, misc 7."

Second Use- Strong says the Hebrew word "hand" ( יָד) (H 3027) means, "a hand, power, means, direction." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 1615 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hand 1359, by 44, consecrate + 0439014, him 14, power 12, them 11, places 8, tenons 6, thee 6, coast 6, side 5, misc 130."

Proverbs 10:4 — Word Study on "slack" - Strong says the Hebrew word "slack" ( רְמִיָּה) (H 7423) means, "remissness, treachery." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 15 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "deceitful 4, deceitfully 3, deceit 2, slothful 2, false 1, guile 1, idle 1, slack 1."

Comments- The opposite of diligent would be slothful, thus, the most likely meaning in this context.

Proverbs 10:4 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 10:4 is seen in the fact that a lazy hand makes one poor, but a diligent hand makes one rich.

Proverbs 10:5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.
Proverbs 10:5 — Comments- Proverbs 10:5 tells us to plan for the future. Note this truth also in Proverbs 6:6-8.

Proverbs 6:6-8, "Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest."



Verse 6-7 

The Mind of Prayer of Manasseh - Proverbs 10:6-7 deal with character of a person. It is through the soul, which is made up of the mind, the will and the emotions, that the character of a man is expressed. We see the blessings and honour that come from a noble character, and the curses of the wicked ( Proverbs 10:6). The young man sees that there is a greater meaning to life beyond material prosperity, and that is a good name. The name of a person represents his character. This good name comes only to those of a noble character. 

Proverbs 10:6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.
Proverbs 10:6 — Comments- A righteous man lives life and experiences much blessing, but this is not so for an evil Prayer of Manasseh , for he is always having problems and cursing under his breath.

Proverbs 10:7 The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot. 
Proverbs 10:7 — Comments- People still name their children Peter, Paul and Mary, but few if any dare to choose the names of Judas or Ahab or Jezebeel.



Verse 8-9 

The Heart of Prayer of Manasseh - Proverbs 10:8-9 deal with the heart of man. A noble character is developed in a person who has a heart that receives commandments ( Proverbs 10:8). There is much security in walking upright before God and man ( Proverbs 10:9). 

Proverbs 10:8 The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall.
Proverbs 10:8 — Comments- An instructor can show a wise man how to perform a task, and the wise man will take heed to instructions and live and perform the task, but one who chatters on like a fool and thinks that he already knows how to do everything is a man who cannot receive instruction. He will fail at the task. The NLT reads, "The wise are glad to be instructed, but babbling fools fall flat on their faces." Note also Proverbs 10:17, "He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth."

Proverbs 10:9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known. 
Proverbs 10:9 — "He that walketh uprightly walketh surely" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 23:4, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

Proverbs 10:9 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 10:9 is seen in the fact that there is much safety and security in building a strong foundation upon God's Word, while he that builds his life upon perverted ways will soon have his evil known. This exposure will lead to his ruin. 

Proverbs 10:9 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 28:18, "Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once."



Verses 10-32 

The Tongue Emphasized - This section emphasizes the tongue, which represents the decisions we make and the thoughts of our minds.

Proverbs 10:10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall. 
Proverbs 10:10 — "He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow" - Comments- The eye is often used figuratively in the Scriptures to represent the heart of man. Note:

Deuteronomy 28:56, "The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her Song of Solomon , and toward her daughter,"

Psalm 31:9, "Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly."

Proverbs 22:9, "He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor."

Proverbs 23:6, "Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats:"

Jeremiah 13:17, "But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD"S flock is carried away captive."

Matthew 20:15, "Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?"

Luke 11:34, "The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness." (See Matthew 6:22-23)

The Hebrew word for "wink" is ( קָרַץ) (H 7169). Strong says that it means "to pinch, to bite the lips, blink the eyes (as a gesture of malice), or (fully) to squeeze off (a piece of clay in order to mould a vessel from it)." It is used five times in the Old Testament. 

The author has been warned of the wink of the eye in Proverbs 6:13. On his journey in life, he can now quickly recognize this man as a wicked person.

Proverbs 6:13, "He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;"

David also spoke about the wink of the eye in the book of Psalm. 

Psalm 35:19, "Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause."

In addition to the three uses above, the other two uses are found in:

Job 33:6, "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay.

Proverbs 16:30, "He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass."

We see another passage in the book of Job about the wink of the eye used in the context of a wicked person.

Job 15:12-13, "Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at, That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth?"

The Hebrew word used in Job 15:12 is ( רָזַם) (H 7335), which means, "to twinkle the eye (in mockery)". This is the only place in the Old Testament where this Hebrew word is used.

Thus, from the context of Psalm 35:19 and Job 15:12, we can see that this is a person whose heart is rejoicing over and mocking others, since the eye represents the heart. We see this idea clearly in Proverbs 30:17.

Proverbs 30:17, "The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it."

Proverbs 10:10 — "but a prating fool shall fall" - Word Study on "fool" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fool" ( אֱוִיל) (H 191) means, "silly." 

Word Study on "prating" - The Hebrew word "prating" is ( שְׂ֝פָתַ֗יִם), plural of ( שָׂפָה) (H 8193), and it means, "termination, lip, language, margin." (Strong). The Enhanced Strong says it is used 176 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "lip 112, bank 10, brim 8, edge 8, language 7, speech 6, shore 6, brink 5, border 3, side 3, prating 2, vain 2, misc 4."

Comments- The phrase "a prating fool" literally means, "the foolish of lips." Note other translations:

Rotherham, "he that is foolish with his lips, shall be thrust aside."

HNV, "But a chattering fool will fall."

NIV, "and a chattering fool comes to ruin."

YTL, "And a talkative fool kicketh."

This same Hebrew sentence appears in Proverbs 10:8, ( וֶאֱוִיל שְׂפָתַ֗יִם יִלָּבֵט). It is interesting to note that the Hebrew word preceding this same phrase in Proverbs 10:8 ( מִצְוֹת) (H 4687), meaning "command" (Strong) is very similar to the one in Proverbs 10:10 ( עַצָּבֶת) (H 6094), meaning "a pain, wound" (Strong). At a glance, they look the same. The point is that a copyist may have mistakenly copied this phrase in Proverbs 10:8 into Proverbs 10:10, or vice versa because of the similarity of the preceding words.

Within this context, one modern version takes the liberty to edit this translation to fit a more logical reading. BBE reads:

Proverbs 10:8, "The wise-hearted man will let himself be ruled, but the man whose talk is foolish will have a fall." 

Proverbs 10:10, "He who makes signs with his eyes is a cause of trouble, but he who makes a man see his errors is a cause of peace."

Proverbs 10:11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.
Proverbs 10:11 — Word Study on "covereth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "covereth" ( כָּסָה) (H 3680) is a primitive root that means, "to plump, that Isaiah , fill up hollows, to cover." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 152times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "cover 135, hide 6, conceal 4, covering 2, overwhelmed 2, clad 1, closed 1, clothed 1."

Proverbs 10:11 — "but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked" - Comments- Most translations support this reading. However, the Hebrew text can also read, "the mouth of the wicked concealeth violence." Note this interpretation in the JPS, "The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life; but the mouth of the wicked concealeth violence."

Proverbs 10:11 — Comments- Using the KJV translation, the contrast would mean that the righteous man speaks words of living truths, able to make one's life more abundant, but the wicked man only knows how to speak violently about everyone, revealing his wickedness. Using the alternative translation, "but the mouth of the wicked concealeth violence," the contrast would be that the righteous freely and openly speaks words that bless others, while the wicked attempts to cover up and hide his violent heart and violent words.

Proverbs 10:12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.
Proverbs 10:12 — "but love covereth all sins" - Word Study on "covereth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "covereth" ( כָּסָה) (H 3680) is a primitive root that means, "to plump, that Isaiah , fill up hollows, to cover." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 152times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "cover 135, hide 6, conceal 4, covering 2, overwhelmed 2, clad 1, closed 1, clothed 1."

Comments- Love covers sins, but hatred tries to expose it.

Comments- Peter quotes Proverbs 10:12 b in 1 Peter 4:8 from the LXX.

1 Peter 4:8, "And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins."

Proverbs 10:12 — Comments- A man who allows hatred to rule him will cause strife and contention, but one who lets love guide him will not stir up trouble when sin is committed against him or others. He uses wisdom from God in the situation. Therefore, we have the contrast of how the wicked man proclaims and aggravates an offence, while the righteous man looks for the opportunity to heal all offences.

The word "all" in Proverbs 10:12 means that there is no wrong done against you that love cannot help you deal with. For example, the ministry of Corrie ten Boom illustrates a believer's ability to forgive even the worst of wrongdoing. She spent years in a Nazi concentration camp, yet she learned to forgive her German oppressors. 78]

78] Corrie ten Boom, The Hiding Place (New York: Random House, Inc, 1982).

Proverbs 10:13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. 
Proverbs 10:13 — "In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found" - Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "perceive" ( בִּין) (H 995) means, "to perceive, to separate." Strong says it is a primitive root that means, "to separate mentally (or distinguish), i.e. (generally) understand." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 170 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 62, understanding 32, consider 22, prudent 8, perceive 7, regard 6, discern 3, instruct 3, misc 27." This Hebrew word is used 34times in the book of Proverbs.

Word Study on "void" - Strong says the Hebrew word "void" ( חָסֵר) (H 2638) means, "lacking, hence, without." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "void 6, want 5, lack 4, fail 2, destitute 1, need 1."

Proverbs 10:13 — "but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding" - Word Study on "understanding" - The second use of the word "understanding" in Proverbs 10:13 is the Hebrew word ( לֵב) (H 3820), which literally means, "heart" (Strong). The Enhanced Strong says it is used 593times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "heart 508, mind 12, midst 11, understanding 10, hearted 7, Wisdom of Solomon 6, comfortably 4, well 4, considered 2, friendly 2, kindly 2, stouthearted + 0472, care + 077602, misc 21."

Comments- The phrase "void of understanding" literally means, "lacking of heart." But most translations translate the phrase as, "void of understanding". But others use a similar phrase:

BBE, "without sense"

NIV, "lacks judgment"

YTL, "lacking understanding"

Proverbs 10:13 — Comments- Wisdom is the product of a heart that seeks and receives instruction and understanding. In contrast, the rod of judgment is the product of a wicked heart that refuses instruction. A man who has no understanding will find chastisement and judgment in his life. In other words, he will have many problems in his life because he does not follow instructions. But the wise man will be recognized for his wisdom and not for his problems. 

Proverbs 10:14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.
Proverbs 10:14 — "Wise men lay up knowledge" - Word Study on "lay up" - Strong says the Hebrew word "lay up" ( צָפַן) (H 6845) means, "to hide, to hoard, to reserve," and figuratively, "to deny." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 33times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hide 16, lay up 7, esteemed 1, lurk 1, hidden ones 1, privily 1, secret places 1, secret 1, misc 4."

LXX, "hide"

NIV, "store up"

Proverbs 10:14 — "but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction" - Comments- Foolish people speak rashly with no guard on their mouth. Therefore, their words bring imminent problems and destruction.

Proverbs 10:14 — Comments- We can see the contrast in the fact that the wise man guards his mouth, although he has a vast store of knowledge laid up. He waits for the appropriate time to speak and reveal his knowledge. In contrast, the foolish man brings problems in his life by speaking quickly and rashly. You can never predict what he will say.

Proverbs 10:10-14 — Comments- Characteristics of the Wicked Prayer of Manasseh - In this passage we see some of the same characteristics of the wicked man that are found in Proverbs 6:12-15. Compare the wink of the eye, the mouth of violence, and the stirring up of strife.

Proverbs 10:15 The rich man"s wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.
Proverbs 10:15 — Comments- A rich man's wealth can bring him to ruin by trusting in riches and not in God ( 1 Timothy 6:17), and a poor man's poverty can bring him to ruin ( Proverbs 30:7-9).

1 Timothy 6:17, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;"

Proverbs 30:7-9, "Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die: Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain."

One possible contrast is to see how the rich man"s trust in his wealth will bring him to ruin, while the despair of the poor will cause him to not see the contentment that God can give anyone who lives a godly life. Wealth as well as poverty can destroy a person.

A second possible contrast is to see how the rich man can use his wealth to deliver him from the problems that come with poverty, while the poor man has to live with the despairs of life that accompanies poverty.

Proverbs 10:16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.
Proverbs 10:16 — Comments- A righteous man will labour for the livelihood of himself, his family and those around him. All of the gain from his labour will be used to benefit mankind. In contrast, the wicked will use all that he gains for sinful, self-seeking purposes. 

Proverbs 10:17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.
Proverbs 10:17 — "He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction" - Word Study on "way" - Strong says the Hebrew word "way" ( אׂרַח) (H 734) means, "a well trodden road." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 58 times in the Old Testament. In the KJV, it is translated, "way 26, path 25, highway 1, wayfaring Prayer of Manasseh 1:1, manner 1, race 1, ranks 1, traveller 1, troops 1."

Word Study on "keepeth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "keep" ( שׁמַר) (H 8104) means, "to hedge about, i.e. to guard," thus, "to protect to attend to." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 468 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "keep 283, observe 46, heed 35, keeper 28, preserve 21, beware 9, Mark 8, watchman 8, wait 7, watch 7, regard 5, save 2, misc 9."

Comments- The man of wisdom not only receives instruction, but he retains it and does not let it go, thus building his life around it. 

Proverbs 10:17 — Comments- An alternative reading is possible with this Hebrew text. John Gill quotes the Jewish scholar Aben Ezra , who reads this clause in connection with the former, as said of one and the same person, "He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction, and forsakes or rejects the reproof of him that causeth to err." 79] 

79] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 10:17.

Proverbs 10:17 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 10:17 is seen in that the man who receives instructions will be able to follow the path that leads to a fulfilled life. But the person that rejects corrections will always be erring from this path. Within the context of the book of Proverbs , we keep instruction pursuing the virtues of wisdom first. As we pursue these virtues, we will find ourselves on the path of wisdom.

Proverbs 10:16-17 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Galatians 6:8, "For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."

Proverbs 10:18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. 
Proverbs 10:18 — Comments- A fool is not able to manage proper conduct. If he conceals his hatred with silence or with lies, he is a fool. If he reveals his hatred with slanderous lips, he is still the fool. Either way, whether he speaks or keeps silent, the hatred in his heart makes him a fool. The fool is a person who has not dealt with his anger. We all experience anger, but, unlike a righteous person who removes anger from him, a fool harbors this anger until it develops into a deep-seated anger. The Scriptures tell us that anger resides in the bosom of a fool.

Ecclesiastes 7:9, "Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools."

Proverbs 10:19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.
Proverbs 10:19 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 10:19 is clearly seen. A person that speaks carelessly and often reveals a foolish and sinful heart, but the person who speaks carefully and sparingly reveals a wise heart.

Proverbs 10:19 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Ecclesiastes 5:3, "For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool"s voice is known by multitude of words."

James 1:19, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:"

James 3:2, "For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect Prayer of Manasseh , and able also to bridle the whole body."

Proverbs 10:20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth. 
Proverbs 10:20 — "The tongue of the just is as choice silver" - Comments- God"s Words are also called choice silver ( Psalm 12:6).

Psalm 12:6, "The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times."

Proverbs 10:20 — Comments- The value of a man is not measured by his material wealth, but by the virtues of the heart. Even the poorest of men can offer something valuable with their words, but the wicked heart cannot speak anything of value.

Proverbs 10:20 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

Proverbs 10:21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom. 
Proverbs 10:21 — Comments- A righteous man can bring blessings to many people, but a fool cannot even provide for himself. A fool cannot even bring a blessing to himself.

Proverbs 10:22 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it. 
Proverbs 10:22 — "The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich" - Comments- Kenneth Copeland teaches that "the blessing is the source of the wealth of the believer…You're not blessed because you're rich. You're rich because you're blessed." 80] He contrasts the riches of the ungodly mentioned in Psalm 73:12, which brings sorrow, to the wealth that God's blessings bring, which brings joy. The blessing of the Lord is made available under the new covenant in Christ's work of redemption. Every New Testament believer has the ability to partake of this blessing. This is stated in Ephesians 1:3, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:"

80] Kenneth Copeland, "Kenneth Copeland Ministries Newsletter," June 2008 (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas).

Psalm 73:12, "Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches."

Proverbs 10:22 — "and he addeth no sorrow with it" - Comments- There is much sorrow in the pursuit of this world"s goods when that pursuit is placed above the pursuit of the things of God. Note:

Joshua 6:18, "And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it."

Proverbs 20:21, "An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end thereof shall not be blessed."

Proverbs 28:22, "He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him."

2 Kings 5:26-27, "And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow."

James 5:1-2, "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten."

This phrase can also be translated, "toil addeth nothing to it." The BBE, "The blessing of the Lord gives wealth: hard work makes it no greater." This translation means that it is God alone who gives to man blessings the rewards of his labours. However, this translation is rarely accepted.

Proverbs 10:22 — Comments- The blessings of God are not obtained by gathering, hoarding up and having it lost and spoiled. The blessings of God begin from within, in the heart of man. As he learns to trust in God, He can entrust a faithful man with all things to enjoy. Then the man is able to well manage these blessings so that they do not obstruct his walk with the Lord.

1 Timothy 6:17, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;"

Illustration: God entrusted Abraham with great riches:

Genesis 24:35, "And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses."

Illustration: God was also able to entrust Isaac with riches:

Genesis 26:12, "Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him."

However, contentment is God"s greatest blessing, beyond material blessings.

1 Timothy 6:6-8, "But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content."

Paul learned this great truth in his ministry.

Philippians 4:11, "Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I Amos , therewith to be content."

In contrast, the blessings of this world are temporal and are accompanied with snares, lusts and sorrows. Note:

1 Timothy 6:9-10, "But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

Moths, rust, and thieves also accompany this world"s goods. Note:

Matthew 6:19-20, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:"

Proverbs 10:22 — Comments- All good things come from God. Note:

Deuteronomy 8:18, "But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day."

Proverbs 8:21, "That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures."

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

When we pursue the virtues of wisdom first, God will bring us His divine blessings. If we gain material prosperity without seeking God first, the pressures and stress from getting these blessings will bring much sorrow. Paul teaches us to pursue godliness with contentment.

1 Timothy 6:6-8, "But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content."

The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh, in Proverbs 30:7-9 give us the proper balance to receiving God's blessings. He asked for neither riches nor poverty, but rather contentment when he says, "feed me with food convenient for me". This attitude will keep us on the path of receiving God's blessings. If we are not content, but rather seek this world's goods above the Lord, this path will bring us sorrow. But God's blessing will always enrich our lives. 

Proverbs 10:23 It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath wisdom. 
Proverbs 10:23 — "It is as sport to a fool to do mischief" - Word Study on "sport" - Strong says the Hebrew word "sport" ( שְׂחוֹק) or ( שְׂחׂק) (H 7814) means "laughter," and it comes from the root verb ( שָׂחַק) (H 7832), which means, "to laugh, to play." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 15 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "laughter 6, derision 5, laughing 1, mock 1, laugh to scorn 1, sport 1." 

Comments- The name "Isaac," which means "laughter," is derived from this root word.

Word Study on "mischief" - Strong says the Hebrew word "mischief" ( זִמָּה) (H 2154) means, "a plan, especially a bad one," and it comes from the root verb ( זָמַם) (H 2161), which means, "to plan, usually in a bad sense." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 29 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "lewdness 14, wickedness 4, mischief 3, lewd 2, heinous crime 1, wicked devices 1, lewdly 1, wicked mind 1, purposes 1, thought 1."

Comments- Proverbs 10:23 says that a fool delights in doing evil. If you every wonder why a person continues in his sins, even when he knows it is destroying him. The Scriptures tell us that there are "pleasures in sin for a season" ( Hebrews 11:25). However, as some point in time, his sins become addictive and he is bound in those sins, with no strength within himself to be set free. Without God's divine intervention, such a person will die in those sins.

Hebrews 11:25, "Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;"

Proverbs 10:23 — Comments- When a righteous man sins, he is remorseful, ashamed and humbled. But, when a fool commits wickedness, he rejoices and enjoys what he has done. Note similar verses:

Proverbs 2:14, "Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked;"

Therefore, this traveler has been taught by his father in Proverbs 2to identify this man. He will see him at other times on his journey.

Proverbs 14:9, "Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour."

Proverbs 15:21, "Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom: but a man of understanding walketh uprightly."

Proverbs 26:18-19, "As a mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death, So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I in sport?"

In contrast to the fool who rejoices in wickedness, the man of understanding has the wisdom to know how to avoid sin.

Job 28:28, "And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding."

As a fool rejoices in his sins, a man of understanding delights in Wisdom of Solomon , thus, he delights in doing good.

As sin is taking pleasure in wickedness, wisdom is taking pleasure in that which is good.

Proverbs 10:23 — Scripture References- Note other translations:

HNV, "It is a fool"s pleasure to do wickedness, But wisdom is a man of understanding"s pleasure."

YLT, "To execute inventions is as play to a fool, And wisdom to a man of understanding."



Verses 24-30 

Emphasis upon a Man's Long Life- Most of the verses in this passage clearly deal with the longevity of the righteous and the brevity of the wicked man"s life. The key verse in this passage is Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

Proverbs 10:24 The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted. 
Proverbs 10:24 — "The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him" - Comments- John Gill gives two Scriptural examples of Proverbs 10:24. The men of the earth decided to build the Tower of Babel for fear of being scattered upon the face of the earth ( Genesis 11:4). In their prideful hearts, God confused their tongues, and brought their fear upon them, as they scattered over the face of the earth to create the nations of the earth.

Genesis 11:4, "And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth."

A second example is in the Jews" treatment of Jesus. They feared that Jesus" action might bring the wrath of the Romans upon the city of Jerusalem ( John 11:48). In the divine judgment of the Jews for rejecting the Messiah, God allowed the Romans to destroy the city of Jerusalem in A.D 70. 81]

81] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 10:24.

John 11:48, "If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation."

The traveler has been taught this truth earlier by his father in preparation for this journey in Proverbs 1:27, "When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 90:11, "Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath."

Isaiah 66:4, "I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not."

Hebrews 10:27, "But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries."

Proverbs 10:24 — "but the desire of the righteous shall be granted" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 21:2, "Thou hast given him his heart"s desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah."

Psalm 37:4, "Delight thyself also in the LORD and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart."

Psalm 84:11, "For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly."

Psalm 145:19, "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them."

John 16:24, "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."

1 John 5:14-15, "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him."

Proverbs 10:24 — Comments- The wicked fear God"s judgment, but lack the wisdom to avoid it. The righteous also fear God"s judgment, but they have the wisdom to avoid it and receive His blessings in place of judgment.

Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation.
Proverbs 10:25 — "As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more" - Comments- As suddenly as a whirlwind comes, it is gone. Such are the wicked, here for a short time, and suddenly cut off from the earth. 

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Job 20:5, "That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?"

Job 21:18, "They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away."

Job 27:19-21, "The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be gathered: he openeth his eyes, and he is not. Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest stealeth him away in the night. The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him out of his place."

Psalm 1:4, "The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away."

Psalm 58:9, "Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath."

Isaiah 40:24, "Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble."

Proverbs 10:25 — Comments- Proverbs 10:25 is clearly illustrated in the story that Jesus told in His Sermon on the Mount.

Matthew 7:24-27, "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise Prayer of Manasseh , which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish Prayer of Manasseh , which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it."

We also see this contrast in the book of Psalm:

Psalm 37:9-11, "For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace."

Scripture References- Note also similar proverbs:

Proverbs 12:3, "A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved."

Proverbs 12:7, "The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand."

Illustration- When a powerful tornado strikes homes in the Midwest of the United States, often the only thing left intact is the foundation. Perhaps the writer of this proverb observed the stability of a strong foundation in the midst of a devastating whirlwind. The destruction of the home symbolizes the removal of the wicked, while the strong, unmovable foundation represents the life of the righteous.

Proverbs 10:24-25 — Comments- The End of the Wicked and the Reward of the Righteous- The theme of these two proverbs is also clearly seen in Psalm 37.

Proverbs 10:26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him.
Proverbs 10:26 — Comments - Vinegar is "an acid liquor obtained from wine, cider, beer..." (Webster) As vinegar irritates the teeth and smoke irritates the eyes, a sluggard irritates the soul. It causes much irritation to a boss who tells his employee to do a task, only to find the task unfinished. It is also a hard thing to work with a lazy person, because you have to help carry the load that he puts off on others.

Illustration- In the early 1980"s, I was working a summer job with FloriBay Sanitation Company. The owner of this company hired a high school dropout and sent him on an errand. The young man used a company truck to drive into town and back. But this young man could not resist the temptation to drive to his high school campus and show off his vehicle to his schoolmates. Everything appeared to be going well until foolishness broke out at this gathering in the school parking lot and someone dented the company vehicle. Needless to say, this young man drove back to work with a fearful heart and was immediately fired after explaining what he had done, all to the grief of the company owner.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 26:6, "He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage."



Verse 27 

The Physical Body of Man: Long life - This section emphasizes man's physical body, as Proverbs 10:1-9 has emphasized the heart of man and Proverbs 10:10-32 has emphasized the tongue, or mind, of man. Although there is still some verses that focus upon the tongue until Proverbs 10:32, we do find a transition in an emphasis about a long life.

Proverbs 10:27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.
Proverbs 10:27 — "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days" - Comments- The phrase "the fear of the Lord" is used in the book of Proverbs as a signpost throughout this journey. Proverbs 10:27 confirms that the theme of this particular passage is the longevity of the righteous in contrast to the brevity of the wicked man"s life.

The phrase "prolongeth days" literally reads, "adds days." The Lord can add days to the life of a righteous man. We see this happen in the life of Hezekiah when he was told that he would not live. After pleading to God, the Lord added fifteen years to his life. 

2 Kings 20:5-6, "Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David"s sake."

Proverbs 10:27 — "but the years of the wicked shall be shortened" - Illustration: 

Genesis 6:3, "And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with Prayer of Manasseh , for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

Proverbs 10:27 — Comments- The contrast is clear in Proverbs 10:27. God will add years to the righteous, and He will subtract years from the wicked. This is seen in the long life of Noah in contrast to the destruction of his wicked generation. It was at this time in history that God shortened man's life to one hundred and twenty years. 

Genesis 6:3, "And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with Prayer of Manasseh , for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

Proverbs 10:28 The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish. 
Proverbs 10:28 — Comments- Proverbs 10:28 contrasts the hope of the righteous with the expectation of the wicked. It is within every human being to have hope, but the hope of the wicked is vain. The righteous shall realize his hope and rejoice, but the wicked will only have disappointment ( Proverbs 13:12).

Proverbs 13:12, "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life."

A wicked man's hope is in this life. Our hope as Christians is in eternal life. Thus, when a wicked man dies, none of his hopeful expectations are realized, but rather disappointment and horror. His hope for anything comes to a complete end; it dies. In contrast, when a righteous man dies, his hopes are just beginning to be realizes, and far beyond his expectations and will continue throughout eternity ( Job 27:8, Proverbs 11:7; Proverbs 14:43).

Job 27:8, "For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul?"

Proverbs 11:7, "When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth."

Proverbs 14:32, "The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death."

In the parable of the rich fool how the rich man's hopes were in the things of this world, for he said to himself, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." Once he died, his hope of good things died with him. ( Luke 12:13-21)

In the story of the rich man and Lazarus, we see how poor Lazarus's hope was realized in his death, while the expectations of the rich man perished at his death ( Luke 16:19-31). G. S. Bowes gives us the following examples of the fallen expectations of the wicked:

"Alexander the Great was not satisfied, even when he had completely subdued the nations. He wept because there were no more worlds to conquer, and he died at an early age in a state of debauchery. Hannibal, who filled three bushels with the gold rings taken from the knights he had slaughtered, committed suicide by swallowing poison. Few noted his passing, and he left this earth completely unmourned. Julius Caesar, ‘dyeing his garments in the blood of one million of his foes,' conquered 800 cities, only to be stabbed by his best friends at the scene of his greatest triumph. Napoleon, the feared conqueror, after being the scourge of Europe, spent his last years in banishment." (G. S. Bowes, Our Daily Bread 29 February 1991) 82]

82] William MacDonald, Proverbs , in Believer's Bible Commentary, ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Proverbs 10:28.

Proverbs 10:29 The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity. 
Proverbs 10:29 — "The way of the LORD is strength to the upright" - Scripture References- Note similar verses on "the way of the Lord":

Genesis 18:19, "For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him."

Deuteronomy 9:16, "And I looked, and, behold, ye had sinned against the LORD your God, and had made you a molten calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way which the LORD had commanded you."

Judges 2:22, "That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not."

2 Kings 21:22, "And he forsook the LORD God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of the LORD."

2 Kings 22:2, "And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left."

Psalm 119:33, "HE. Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end."

Hosea 14:9, "Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein."

Jeremiah 5:4, "Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God."

Jeremiah 21:8, "And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death."

Matthew 3:3, "For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."

Acts 18:25, "This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John."

Contrast "the way of the Lord" with "the way of the wicked":

1 Kings 15:34, "And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin."

1 Kings 22:52, "And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin:"

Psalm 146:9, "The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside down."

Proverbs 8:13, "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate."

Proverbs 15:9, "The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness."

Isaiah 53:6, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

"The way of the Lord" refers to the providence of God at work in our lives. Note:

Jeremiah 10:23, "O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps."

Proverbs 20:24, "Man"s goings are of the LORD how can a man then understand his own way?"

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

Proverbs 10:29 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 10:29 is seen in the fact that the Way of the Lord brings a righteous man to a place of strength, but the way of the Lord brings weakness and destruction to the wicked man. Thus, the way of the Lord is God"s providence, both blessings and judgment, at work in our lives.

Proverbs 10:30 The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth. 
Proverbs 10:30 — Comments- The simple contrast in Proverbs 10:30 is to say that the righteous will eternally possess the earth if they will seek first the kingdom of God, while the wicked, in his desperate efforts to have the things of this world, will lose it all. Jesus spoke of this in the Sermon on the Mount.

Matthew 6:32-33, "(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

Proverbs 10:31 The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out.
Proverbs 10:31 — "The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom" - Word Study on "bringeth forth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "bringeth forth" ( נוּב) (H 5107) a primitive root word that literally means, "to germinate," and figuratively it means, "to flourish." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "bring forth 2, increase 1, make cheerful 1."

Proverbs 10:31 — "but the froward tongue shall be cut out" - Word Study on "cut out" - Strong says the Hebrew word "cut out" ( כָּרַת) (H 3772) is a primitive root that literally means, "to cut off, to cut down, or to cut asunder." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 288 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "cut off 145, make 85, cut down 23, cut 9, fail 6, destroy 4, want 3, covenanted 2, hew 2, misc 9."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 12:3, "The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things:"

Proverbs 10:31 — Comments- The two Hebrew verbs in Proverbs 10:31 give a clear picture of the contrast. The tongue of the righteous germinated, or bears fruit, but the tongue of the wicked must be pruned, or cut off. The mouth of the just brings forth good fruit. He is a tree of life ( Proverbs 15:4). In contrast, the tongue of the wicked will be cut down, as it is an unprofitable tree to the vinedresser.

Proverbs 15:4, "A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit."

Proverbs 10:32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness.
Proverbs 10:32 — Word Study on "frowardness" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "frowardness" ( תַּהְפֻּכָה) (H 8419) means, "deceit, fraud, perverse." Strong says it means, "perversity, fraud," and it comes from the root verb ( הָפַךְ) (H 2015), which means, "to turn, change, overturn, return pervert." Webster says the word "perverse" means, "Turned aside; hence, specifically, turned away from the right; willfully erring; wicked; perverted." 

Proverbs 10:32 — Comments- The contrast seen in Proverbs 10:32 is that the righteous speaks Wisdom of Solomon , which is accepted by God, but the wicked speak perversity, which is unacceptable in God"s eyes.

Proverbs 10:31-32 — Comments- The Tongue of Man - Proverbs 10:31-32 appears to form a couplet, as they speak about the same issue, which is the tongue of man.

